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MEDICAL UNIVERSITY DEDICATES 
PHYSICAL MEDICINE-CARDIOLOGY WING 

Dedication luncheon ceremonies 
were held Tuesday, July 30, at the 
Medical University of South Caro
lina Hospital for the $2.3 million 
Physical Medicine-Cardiology wing 
of the hospital. 

A bronze plaque was unveiled, 
commending Dil~ D. Beckman, 
Commissioner of the South Caro
lina Vocational Rehabilitation De
partment, for his efforts in having 
the facilities built. Dr. Peter C. 
Gazes, chairman of the Department 
of Physical Medicine and Rehabili
tation, presented the plaque which 

is to be placed at the entrance to 
the 4-story addition. 

The Department of Physical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation, which 
occupies three floors of the new 
wing, is designed to meet all me
dical needs of physically disabled 
patients. The Department has com
plete facilities for occupational and 
functional training, and full-time 
counseling services. Fourteen pa
tient beds are equipped to provide 
the specific requirements of the re
habilitation patient. The Depart-

(Continued on page 3) 

Dr. James W. Colbert (center), Vice President, Medical University, unveils a 
bronze plaque of appreciation to Dr. Dill D. Beckman, Commissioner, S. C. Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department. Also pictured is E. Roy Stone, Jr., Chairman, S. C. State 
Agency of Vocational Rehabilitation. 

AUGUST, 1974 

DR. T. JAMES BELL, JR. 

NEW AGENCY BOARD 
MEMBER APPOINTED 
Dr. T. James Bell, Jr., of Harts

ville, has been named to serve on 
the Board of Directors of the South 
Carolina Agency of Vocational 
Rehabilitation. He is replacing Dr. 
William L. Byerly, Sr., of Harts
ville, who is now a member 
emeritus of the Board. 

A graduate of ,Hartsville High 
School, Dr. Bell attended Clemson 
University on a football scholar
ship. He served as president of the 
Sophomore and Junior classes and 
was Student Body President in his 
senior year. 

He attended the Medical Univer
sity of South Carolina in 1965, 

(Continued on page 4) 
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551 PROGRAM 
GETS A START 

Beginning on January 1, 1974, 
the South Carolina Vocational Re
habilitation Department initiated a 
new program under an agreement 
with the federal government. 

The Supplemental Security In
come (SSI) program went into ef
fect at that time, with the state no 
longer giving welfare assistance to 
the needy aged, blind and disabled. 
Prior to this time, the South Caro
lina Department of Social Services 
provided payments to this group. 

The federal government assumed 
this responsibility at the beginning 
of the year, and the Disability De
termination Division - a division 
of the South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department - was 
charged with the responsibility of 
making the decision on eligibility 
for the disabled. 

Since the beginning of this pro
gram a number of these "disabled" 
people have been referred to the 
South Carolina Vocational Rehabi
litation Department for services. 
And some are now successfully 
placed in employment - convert
ing them from "tax users" to "tax 
payers." 

SSI payments are made to the 
disabled based on economic need. 
When clients are placed in employ
ment, and they begin to earn a 
salary, their economic situation 
changes, and payments to these 
clients are adjusted accordingly. 
The goal of the Vocational Rehabi
litation Department is to remove or 
reduce SSI payments to clients. 
Clients who are placed in employ
ment are often able to earn a salary 
greater than the SSI benefits which 
they would receive. 

There are ten SSI specialty coun
selors in the state at this time, but 
all areas of the state are covered 
by these counselors. They are lo
cated in Anderson, Greenville, 
Spartanburg, Rock Hill, Conway, 
Florence, Sumter, Columbia, Aiken 
and Charleston. 

THE NEW HORIZONS 

ABOVE 
Lawrence Miller of Trenton has recorded 

his first record, and is working on an 
album. He writes his own music and has 
a band to supply music for his singing. 
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BELOW 
Billy Joe Jones is an assembly line 

worker in a firm dealing with television 
equipment, including tubes and spools. 
He is an amputee who has been provided 
with an artificial limb and workshop train· 
ing to make him employable. 

Flora Jane Sheets, who is almost totally deaf and has chronic asthma, is working 
in her home, keeping children for working mothers. She entertains them with games 
and equipment which she has at home. Flora Jane works with her mother, Verdia 
Sheets, in the nursery in Barnwell. 
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ABOVE 
Willie Lee Morell, a recent graduate of 

Voorhees College, is now working as a 
bookkeeper in the business office at the 
school. He is confined to a wheelchair, 
and goes back and forth to work in a 
motorized cart. 

RIGHT 
Wade Allen Reese of Edgefield County, 

at one time a SSI client, is now self· 
employed in general household repairs, 
including carpentry, painting and plumb· 
ing. 

Lewis Howell, SSI counselor from the 
Aiken Area Vocational Rehabilitation Of· 
fice, has worked with these clients. 

THE NEW HORIZONS 

I 

Medical University Dedicates 
(Continued from page 1) 

ment provides preparatory instruc
tion for vocational training, and 
works closely with Vocational Re
habilitation counselors assigned to 
it. 

Dr. Mims presented Rufus Hut
chinson, Vocational Rehabilitation 
Project Supervisor for the Medical 
University Hospital, with a certi
ficate of appreciation for his ten 
years of service and work with the 
Department of Physical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation. 

The Cardiology Division occupy
ing the top floor of the addition, 
has complete up-to-date equipment 
needed for the diagnosis and treat
ment of heart patients. 

A second heart catheterization 
laboratory was provided for the 
hospital in this wing, as well as a 
"stress lab" which can test the 
working capacity of the heart. 

An EKG (electrocardiogram) lab 
houses patients' heart scans on 
microfilm, all of which are c;:om
puterized for instant accessibility 
and cross-reference. 

A special Data-Phone receives 
heart scans over the telephone 
from physicians around the state 
for immediate interpretation. 

A 5-bed Coronary Care Unit is 
furnished with devices to monitor 
not only the electrical activity of 
the heart, but also the pumping 
pressures - the first of its kind in 
South Carolina. 
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NRA MEMBERSHIP 
DRIVE AWARDS 

PRESENTED 

Awards were presented at the 
South Carolina Rehabilitation As
sociation's annual meeting for 
significant contributions to the 
association through the National 
Rehabilitation Association mem
bership drive for this year. 

The Aiken Area won the NRA 
traveling trophy for the most over
all increase in area memberships. 

Carl Brock, Project Supervisor, 
Greenwood Workshop, obtained 
the most membership points and 
will attend the National Conven
tion in Las Vegas in October. 

Mrs. Judy Allen, Disability De
termination Division, Columbia 
obtained the most new member
ships and attended the Regional 
Convention in Biloxi, Miss., in 
April. 

BECKMAN ANNOUNCES 
PROMOTIONS 

Robert E. Brabham and Edward 
H. McMillion have recently re
ceived promotions, according to 
Dill D. Beckman, Commissioner of 
the South Carolina Vocational Re
habilitation Department. 

Brabham was promoted to the 
position of Assistant to the Deputy 
Commissioner of the department. 
He was serving as Division Super
visor of Psychological and Train
ing Services. 

McMillion, who was Project Ad· 
ministrator for Alcoholism, has 
been promoted to the position of 
Departmental Training Coordina
tor. 

The growth of the department 
and increased emphasis on train
ing of employees has made these 
changes necessary. 
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New Agency Board Member 
(Continued from page 1) 

after having received an NCAA 
Post Graduate Scholarship, the 
Earl Blaik Post Graduate Award 
and a Medical Economics Post 
Graduate Scholarship - all pre
sented to an athlete who excels in 
scholarship. 

While at the Medical University, 
he served as class president. He 
was named to Alpha Omega Alpha 
Fraternity. 

After graduation from the Medi
cal University in 1969, Dr. Bell in
terned at Charlotte Memorial 
Hospital. 

Dr. Bell served in the United 
States Air Force in Pediatrics and 
General Medicine and was Officer 
in Charge of Base Family Practice 
Clinic. 

After completing his military 
service, he returned to Hartsville 
to join M. B. Nickles, Jr., M.D., in 
Family Practice. 

Dr. Bell and his wife, the former 
Nancy Baker of Estill, have three 
children. 
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Dill D. Beckman, Commissioner of the S. C. Vocational Rehabilitation Department 
(extreme left) discusses the department's program for the deaf and hearing impaired 
with (from left) Dr. Boyce R. Williams, Henry Warner, Dr. Deno Reed, Larry M. 
Harrelson and Charles S. Chandler. 

HEAD OF SRS DEAF SERVICES 
VISITS SOUTH CAROLINA 

Dr. Boyce R. Williams, Director 
of the Office of Deafness and Com
municative Disorders, Social and 
Rehabilitation Services in Wash
ington, visited South Carolina re
cently to review the rehabilitation 
program for the adult hearing im
paired in the state. 

Also with Dr. Williams were Dr. 
Deno Reed, Rehabilitation Services 
Administration, Washington, and 
Henry Warner, Associate Regional 
Commissioner, Social and Rehabi
litation Services, Atlanta. 

The South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department recently 
submitted a grant for expansion of 
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the comprehensive rehabilitation 
program for the adult deaf. 

Representatives from Social and 
Rehabilitation Services came to 
look over the present program for 
the adult deaf in South Carolina 
and to help evaluate the immediate 
needs of the program. They also 
made recommendations for future 
goals and needs. 

The representatives v i s i t e d 
several facilities which provide 
services for the adult hearing im
paired. They were able to meet 
specialty personnel dealing with 
the hearing impaired in South 
Carolina. 
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