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MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTIONIST 
IS 1974 CASE OF THE YEAR 

Donna Laws sits in her office all 
day with headphones on her ears 
and a typewriter at her finger
tips - just as many other medical 
transcriptionists. But Donna sits in 
a wheelchair in an office in her 
home. 

She knows that she will never 
be able to walk, but that doesn't 
keep her from doing her job. 

She is only three feet tall, be
cause of a condition with which 
she was bam - osteogenesis im
perfecta, severe demineralization, 
poorly formed bone structure and 
poor calcification. 

She was referred to the South 
Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department in 1968 by the Easter 
Seal Society for Cripple Children 
and Adults, having been served by 
that agency since 1964. She was a 
senior in high school at that time. 

No one could have predicted 
then that Donna Laws of Green
ville would be the 1974 Case of the 
Year. 

Donna's condition had resulted 
in some dental problems, which 
were taken care of immediately 
following her referral to the de
partment. 

Donna had never been able to 
attend public schools. Her educa
tion had been by means of tutors 
in her home. She had already com
pleted her requirements for high 

school, and had studied typing. But 
she was not prepared upon gradu
ation to eam a living. Further edu
cation was necessary, but many 
logistics problems arose. 

Mrs. James W. Jordan, her moth
er, was invaluable in the rehabilita
tion program set up for Donna. 

Evaluation indicated that Donna 
would be able to achieve further 
educational and vocational goals, 

and ultimately to hold down a regu
lar job. But this would all have to 
be done at her home, and she would 
have to sit at all times, never mov
ing from her wheelchair. 

The counselor was able to con
vince the Greenville Technical 
Education Center to provide, for 
the first time in its history, a home
bound tutoring program for Donna 

(Continued on page 4) 
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H. B. Powell, Jr., Florence Area Supervisor {at left) presents 
the Elkins Award to C. William Hammond of Florence. This 
award recognizes devoted professional rehabilitation counselors 
whose efforts far exceed required standard performance. It is 
presented by the National Rehabilitation Counseling Association 
on a state, regional and national basis. 

Senator Rembert C. Dennis of Berkeley County and Dill D. 
Beckman display citations presented to Senator Dennis at the 
South Carolina Rehabilitation Association meeting. 

Dennis was honored with a citation from the South Carolina 
Rehabilitation Association and a commendation from the Presi· 
dent's Committee on Employment of the Handicapped. 

Dennis, who was keynote speaker for the meeting, received 
a legislative award from the Association in 1965. 

Senator J. P. Harrelson of Walterboro received the 1974 
Legislative Award of the Rehabilitation Association from Dill D. 
Beckman, Commissioner of the South Carolina Vocational Re· 
habilitation Department. 



JULY, 1974 

William 0. Weathers of Greenville was 
presented the 1974 Case of the Year 
award at the meeting of the South Caro· 
lina Rehabilitation Association. The 
award was presented to Weathers for his 
outstanding work in the case of Miss 
Donna Laws of Greenville. 
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J. Hewlette Wasson, President of the South Carolina Re· 
habilitation Association, presented a citation from the Associa· 
tion to Daniel E. Martin (at right) of Charleston. Martin is a 
member of the Board of Directors of the South Carolina Agency 
of Vocational Rehabilitation. 

Jack G. Duncan, a native of Marion, South Carolina, received 
the 1974 Handicapped Award from E. Roy Stone, Jr., Chairman 
of the South Carolina Agency of Vocational Rehabilitation. 

Duncan is now working in Washington, D. C., as Counsel to 
the Select Subcommittee on Education, the committee which 
has jurisdiction over rehabilitation legislation in the U. S. House 
of Representatives. 
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Medical Transcriptionist 
(Continued from page 1) 

in the Medical Transcriptionist 
course offered by the school. Her 
education from TEC included taped 
lectures, home tutoring, telephone 
instructions, and student assist
ants. 

Donna needed office equipment 
in her home, in order to complete 
"class assignments" for her course. 
The equipment was borrowed and 
placed in Donna's home to be used 
during her training course. At her 
graduation time, William 0. 
Weathers, her counselor then, had 
arranged for a job try-out for Don
na - she would be working as a 
medical transcriptionist from her 
home, just as she had done during 
her training period. 

Although D o n n a has since 
changed employers, she is still in 
the same line of work, now on a 
permanent work contract. 

Vocational rehabilitation pro
vided rental office equipment for. 
Donna to work in her home. 
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John Ritter (left), Regional Representative, Social Security Administration Bureau 
of Disability Insurance, presents a "Director's Citation" to Miss Nancy Shealy of the 
Disability Determination Division, while B. J. Marett, Director of the Division looks on. 

DDD STAFFER RECEIVES CITATION 
Nancy G. Shealy, a Systems 

Technician with the Disability De
termination Division, South Caro
lina Vocational Rehabilitation De
partment, recently received a "Di
rector's Citation" for work per
formed over and above the call of 
duty. 

The award is sponsored by the 
Social Security Administration for 
state agency disability staff mem
bers. 

Her recommendation was sub
mitted by Dill D. Beckman, Com
missioner of the South Carolina 

Vocational Rehabilitation Department 
P. 0. Box 4945 

Columbia, S. C. 29240 
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Vocational Rehabilitation Depart
ment, and B. J. Marett, Director of 
the Disability Determination Di
vision, for her initiative and in
genuity in reporting procedural 
changes brought about by decen
tralization of the agency. There are 
now three Disability Determination 
Division offices in the state -
Greenville, Columbia, and Charles
ton. 

At the time of her recommenda
tion, she was a Development and 
Review Specialist, but received a 
promotion prior to presentation of 
the award. 
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