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Dorothy Is Deaf, 
But Not Hindered 

(This article appeared in the 
Tempo Section of The State news
paper, and is reprinted with the 
permission of Mrs. O'Shea.) 

By MARGARET N. O'SHEA 

Tempo Staff Report 

Dorothy Mitchem has a soft and 
gentle voice, but she seldom speaks 
except to her closest friends. 

Dorothy is deaf, and she doesn't 
know that her voice is pleasant. 

But to her, deafness is not a 
handicap, except that it means she 
will never be able to hold a job that 
requires use of the telephone or 
hearing acuity. She now works in 
an office where everyone else can 
hear, and her supervisor says that 
Dorothy is one of the best key
punchers she has - of all the 
workers in that office, only Doro
thy is not distracted by others' 
conversation or by construction 
sounds and traffic noise from out
side. 

The job at the South Carolina 
Vocational Rehabilitation Depart
ment is her first, and Dorothy now 
admits that when she started work
ing a year ago, she was frightened 
by the prospects of daily work in 
the hearing world. 

But Rehab was a good place to 
start. It is the state office which 
specializes in helping persons with 
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Not Hindered 
(Continued From Page 1) 

disabilities of all kinds to become 
productive and employable - all 
the way from physical and mental 
disabilities to behavioral disorders. 
In fact, Dorothy was one of Re
hab's clients when she was hired. 
Once they knew Dorothy would be 
working t h e r e , the personnel 
started preparing themselves to 
communicate and be friends. 

The first step was a class in fin
ger spelling, using the sign lan
guage alphabet. Although Dorothy 
can lip-read well, this visual com
munication and note-writing have 
come in handy for times when 
greater understanding has been 
needed, they said. 

Those first weeks at work were 
difficult for Dorothy, she said. "I 
didn't want anybody to know I 
could talk. I was afraid I would 
sound funny to them. And when I 
could tell that they were talking 
and laughing, I was afraid they 
were talking about me. Sometimes 
I was afraid that I was making 
noise that bothered them. I don't 
feel that way anymore." 

Now Dorothy doesn't finger-spell 
as much as her co-workers do, and 
they would be among the first to 
agree that she's not handicapped. 

Things might have worked out 
differently - they do for many 
who are born deaf, as Dorothy be
lieves she was. "My parents never 
told me much about my life," she 
said. "I believe I have always been 
deaf, but I'm not sure." Whatever 
caused the problem. Dorothy was 
the only one of five children in her 
family to be stricken with it. 

At the age of seven, she was en
rolled in the South Carolina School 
for the Deaf and Blind at Spartan
burg, and there the gradual mira
cles that were to help her com
municate were performed. About 
12 years later, Dorothy left the 
school to begin making her own 
life. Equipped with academic train
ing, keypunch training and com
munication skills, she was much 
like any other pretty young girl 
looking for her first job, but be
cause of her deafness, she had ex
tra help from Vocational Rehabili
tation. 

And except for minor differ
ences, Dorothy is typical in other 
ways. She dates a "good friend" 
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she met "when he waved at me at 
lunch, and I waved back." She 
taught him to finger-spell, and they 
communicate that way. 

At home, Dorothy watches tele
vision for entertainment, b u t 
there's no danger of the volume 
bothering her neighbors. It's never 
turned up. Dorothy grasps story 
plots by watching the picture. 

She is awakened by an alarm 
clock like everyone else, except 
hers is attached to a lamp. The 
alarm causes the light to flash on 
and off - and that's enough to 
wake anybody up. Vibrations from 
the knocking tell her someone is 
at her door, although she can't hear 
the noise itself, but Dorothy admits 
only her friends know to jot down 
their names on a piece of paper 
and slide it under the door. She 
would like to have a special door
bell that is manufactured for the 
deaf - it also operates a light 
switch - but will have to have ap
proval of her apartment building's 
manager first. 

The thing people who know 
Dorothy admire most is her pluck. 
Like the time she traveled alone by 
train to Washington, D. C., to see 
a deaf friend. She arrived about 6 
a .m. on a Sunday - and no one 
was at the station to meet her, 
since her letter stating the arrival 
time haq not been delivered. 

"I met a boy on the train who 
knew where my friend lived, be
cause his mother lived in the same 
neighborhood," she said. "He wrote 
down the address and called me a 
taxicab. But the driver couldn't 
find the right place. I told him to 
let me out and I'd find it myself." 

She was alone in the early morn
ing in a strange city. First she was 
chased by a dog. Then a stranger 
to whom she showed the address 
gave her wrong directions. She 
asked a newspaper boy to help her, 
but he apparently had never met a 
deaf person before and ran from 
her. 

Finally she found the address 
and knocked, but her deaf friend 
was asleep and did not know she 
was at the door. 

"I sat outside on top of my suit
case for a long time," she said. 
"Finally a man came out of the 
apartment building. He asked me 
if I was deaf and I said yes. He 
was the husband of my friend, but 
I did not know him. When he knew 
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who I was, he took me in to my 
friend." 

That's the kind of story that 
seems to prove that deafness 
doesn't have to be a handicap -
not to people like D o r o t h y 
Mitchem. 

Mr. Snowman 

The Pee Dee Rehabilitation Fa
cility staff is both energetic and in
novative. With 18 inches of snow 
on the ground in~ Florence, clients 
of the workshop were not able to 
get there. However, the staff did 
and they made their own very un
usual client. If you study the pic
ture shown above you'll see that 
Mr. Snowman is portrayed in his 
wheelchair, with his left leg pros
thesis and gaily dressed in a black 
top hat, striped scarf and leather 
fringe vest. His broad red smile 
was toothless, beneath a carrot 
nose and two charcoal eyes. His 
sign says, "You can't keep a good 
man down. 

Mr. Snowman was made by per
sonal adjustment instructor Kay 
Hanson and evaluator Joyce Hy
man for a competition sponsored 
by a local radio station. Maybe Kay 
and Joyce should have had the as
sistance of a placement counselor 
since they didn't win. 
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Camden Local Office. 
Kershaw County 
VR-PS Program Open 

The Camden Office of the South 
Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department opened in November. 
Located at 1011 Church Street, the 
Camden Office houses the Kershaw 
County Vocational Rehabilitation 
Public School Program w hi c h 
serves primarily school aged dis
abled persons. Also located at the 
same address is the Vocational Re
habilitation general office which 
serves the adult population of Ker
shaw County found to have voca
tional impairments. The objective 
of these programs is to return dis
abled citizens to gainful employ
ment. 

Prior to opening this office, serv
ices were provided to 457 Kershaw 
County residents on a part-time 
basis. With the opening of this of
fice it is felt that the S. C. Voca
tional Rehabilitation Department 
will be able to reach more people 
who are in need of services. 

Jack Herndon will be the coun
selor in the general program and 
Gene "Chick" Guinn will serve as 
counselor for the public school pro
gram. 

Earl Moore, Vocational Rehabili
tation counselor working with the 
Industrial Commission, will con
tinue to serve the handicapped who 
received on the job injuries and 
who are receiving or might receive 
Workmen's Compensation benefits. 
Mr. Moore wiii be in the Camden 
office weekly on Wednesdays. 

Glenn Clark, Vocational Reha
bilitation Trust Fund counselor in 
the Columbia Metro Office, will 
continue to serve the handicapped 
who receive Social Security bene
fits. Mr. Clark will be in the Cam
den office the first and third Friday 
of each month. 

Travel Directory For 
Handicapped Available 

The President's Committee on Employ
ment of the Handicapped , Washington, 
D. C., has published a directory designed 
for glove compartments of handicapped 
motorists. The directory lists, by State, 
the more than 330 rest areas of the 
Nation's interstate highway system which 
are accessible to handicapped travelers. 
The information was gathered with the 
cooperation of the Federal Highway Ad
ministration and the officials of State 
highway departments . Copies are avail
able from The President's Committee. 
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CAMDEN LOCAL OFFICE OPENS: From left to riKbt are Jack Herndon, general 
counselor; Mrs. Jennifer Barfield, counselor assistant to Gene "Chick" Guinn (right), 
counselor for the VR-PS Program. Seated is Mrs. Eva Garnes, formerly counselor 
assistant to Mr. Herndon. Congratulations are in order for Mrs. Garnes who retired 
on February 22 after 25 years of dedicated service to the handicapped of this state. 

Rex L. Salley. Jr. In 
New Graduate Program 

Rex L. Salley, Jr., Columbia, 
Quality Control and Training Spe
cialist for the Disability Determina
tion Division of the S. C. Depart
ment of Vocational Rehabilitation 
was selected to participate in a 
new graduate program at the Uni
versity of Tennessee at Knoxviiie. 

The program, which leads to a 
Master's Degree in Special Educa
tion, was designed especially for 
determining whether or not claim
ants for social security disability 
benefits are disabled within the 
meaning of Federal Law. The Uni
versity developed the curriculum 
under a special contract with the 
Social Security Administration. 

Under the present pilot-program, 
participants can earn a Master's 
Degree in Special Education by at
tending the University for one 
quarter in each of four consecu
tive years. Mr. Salley attended the 
fall quarter in 1972 in a course of 
study emphasizing the principles 
and concepts underlying the eval
uation of disabilities on a medical, 
vocational and sociological basis. 
Other courses will include interpre
tation and evaluation of research 
reports, a course dealing with psy
chological testing as applied to dis
ability evaluation, and a seminar 
in public administration. 

Adjustment Services 
Training Conference 
Held In Columbia 

James McClary, Facilities Divi
sion Supervisor for V. R. was the 
introductory speaker at the Adjust
ment Services Training Conference 
held this month in Columbia. The 
meeting was sponsored by Voca
tional Rehabilitation and Auburn 
University. 

Representing Auburn were: Dr. 
Jack Sink, Tom Gannaway, Ray 
Freeman, Mrs. Frances Mercer and 
Dr. Bob Couch. Representing Vo
cational Rehabilitation were: Bill 
Middleton, Biii Leitner, Mr. Mc
Clary and Dr. Robert Brabham. 
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Roy Coffee Retires As 
Workshop Board Chairman 

Anderson County has many fine 
institutions designed to bring new 
hope to those who, by birth or acci
dent, have become disabled and 
unable to make their own way. At 
or near the top of this list is the 
Anderson County Rehabilitation 
Workshop, which, in the main, ac
cepts only persons too handicapped 
to be helped by other institutions . 
In the years of its organization it 
has worked near wonders in the 
rehabilitation of persons who had 
previously been condemned to a 
life of complete uselessness, while, 
at the same time, they were a bur
den on others. The workshop has 
been a glowing success because of 
the interest and dedication of a 
few people who recognized its pos
sibilities and worked to see that it 
filled its mission. The volunteer 
who has probably given more time, 
talent and pure dedication to this 
cause than anyone else is Roy Cof
fee , who is retiring as chairman 
after four years. He himself con
sidered the workshop as possibly 
the most significant of his many 
public contributions to the com
munity. 
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Roy Coffee, who 
has recently retired, 
as chairman . of the 
board of the Ander
s on Rehabilitation 
Workshop, is shown 
addressing a group 
of workshop project 
supervisors and oth
er board chairmen at 
a recent meeting. 

1972 "BREAK HROUGH" 
The 1972 issue of "Breakthrough" 

- a pictorial, factual and graphic 
review of the activities of the 
South Carolina Vocational Reha
bilitation Department for the fiscal 
year 1971-72 - is now available 
on a "first-come, first-serve" basis. 
They may be obtained by writing 
the editor of this publication at the 
address listed on page four. 

An analysis of the report shows 
that during fiscal year 1972, 31,228 
persons were referred to the De
partment. This figure added to the 
number of referrals and active 
cases remaining from fiscal year 
1971 gave the Department a grand 
total of 66,238 disabled persons to 
work with. 47,458 people received 
one or more of the services offered 
by rehabilitation. There were 20,-
510 remaining persons on the rolls 
as being actively served and 10,850 
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men and women were placed in 
wage-earning employment. 

An analysis of the rehabilitants 
shows that: 2,159 were mentally re
tarded; 2,826 were mentally ill or 
had behavioral disorders; 1,226 had 
orthopedic deformities and the re
mainder suffered disabilities caused 
by cancer, digestive disorders, res
piratory diseases and others. 

The average age of the rehabili
tant was 33 and the average num
ber of dependents was 2. The 10,-
850 rehabilitants increased their 
annual rate of earning 510% after 
rehabilitation. The cost for services 
per rehabilitation was about half 
the cost per patient receiving insti
tutional care. It is estimated that 
the 10,850 rehabilitants will repay 
the cost of rehabilitation in 4 years 
through Federal and State income 
tax and sales tax. 
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