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WHO NEEDS HANDS TO TALK? 
"Who'll start me off at $10 for 

this pot base and who'll make it 
$15 ... " chants a young auction
eer. The difference between this 
novice auctioneer and the average 
auctioneer is apparent when he 
holds the object being auctioned 
off in his "hands". 

Elias Joe is a 29-year-old Harts
ville area man who knows the 
pleasure and ease of working with 
both hands and the struggle of try
ing to make a living without them. 

Four years ago he was working 
with equipment used to process 
flax. He became entangled in a 
carding machine and received mul
tiple injuries, the most serious be
ing the loss of both arms. 

"I had no way of knowing just 
what the future was for me. But 
while I was in the hospital the doc
tor suggested that my case be sent 
to the South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department." 

Joe's case was referred to Wil
liam J. Chapman, Hartsville Area 
Supervisor for the Department, 
who was notified shortly after this 
that Joe had been accepted as a 
Social Security Disability Benefic
iary (Trust Fund). As soon as 
Chapman was aware of his change 
in status, he referred Joe to Thom
as Seigler, Trust Fund Counselor 
for the Department in the Florence 
Area Office. Seigler's plan for 
Joe's future included training at 
the Opportunity School for two 
years. Following this Joe was 
placed in the Pee Dee Rehabilita
tion Facility in Florence. 

Tom McElveen, project super
visor of the Pee Dee Vocational 
Rehabilitation Facility in Florence 
says, "When Joe came to the fa
cility, I spent considerable time 
trying to figure out what a man 

with no hands could do. And then 
the idea of setting him up in a 
course in auctioneering came to 
mind." 

Joe explains that the idea of 
studying something like that had 
never occurred to him. He says, "I 
don't know if I had ever been to 
an auction sale in my whole life." 

"I made up my mind when I 
came here that defeat was not go
ing to be in the books and when 
Mr. McElveen started talking to me 
about studying to become an auc-

tioneer, I really didn't know what 
he was talking about." 

Joe received his training at the 
Missouri School of Auctioneering. 
At the rehabilitation facility -
where he has been for slightly 
more than a year - he gets fre
quent practice in the art of auc
tioneering when an impromptu 
auction is set up. In a demonstra
tion sale before other trainees in 
the workshop, instructors and visi
tors at the facility, Joe mounts the 

(Continued on page 3) 

Fledgling auctioneer, Elias Joe, demonstrates his ability to earn a living by "using 
his mouth instead of his hands". 
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Special guests and speakers at the recent training conference in Myrtle Beach talk 
with Dill D. Beckman. From left to right are: Dr. Beckman; Mrs. Patricia Cooper, Co
ordinator of Citizen Service, Governor's Office; Corbett Reedy, Deputy Commissioner, 
RSA, Department of HEW, Washington, D. C.; and Shelton Mclelland, Associate 
Regional Commissioner, SRS, Rehabilitation Services, Atlanta, Ga. 

Training Conference For V. R. 
Staff Held In Myrtle Beach 

The 1972 Training Conference 
for professional personnel of the 
South Carolina Vocational Reha
bilitation Department was held at 
the Myrtle Beach Convention Cen
ter in early June. 

The general session opened at 
1:00 p.m., Joe S. Dusenbury, as
sistant commissioner, field and 
case services for the Department, 
presiding. 

Participants were welcomed by 
E. Roy Stone, Jr., of Greenville, 
Chairman of the State Agency of 
Vocational Rehabilitation, and Dill 
D. Beckman, Commissioner of the 
Department. 

Corbett Reedy, Deputy Commis
sioner, Rehabilitation Services Ad
ministration, Department of HEW, 
Washington, D. C., spoke on "Na
tional Developments in Rehabilita
tion." 

A panel moderated by Shel
ton McLelland, Associate Regional 
Commissioner, SRS, Rehabilitation 
Services, Atlanta, and made up of 
Dr. Kenneth Aycock, Dr. R. Archie 
Ellis, Dr. Walter Fries and Dr. Wil
liam S. Hall discussed cooperative 
approaches to the delivery of serv
ices to the handicapped. 

Following the panel discussion, 

Mrs. Patricia Cooper, Coordinator 
of Community Services in the Gov
ernor's office spoke. 

The morning session of the sec
ond day featured panel discussions, 
T. E. Ringer, Jr., assistant com
missioner of administration and 
special services for the Depart
ment, presiding. 

Participants in the panels in
cluded: Dr. Charles S. Chandler, 
Grady Decell, Judge McNary Spig
ner, Dr. Robert Brabham, William 
J. McCord, Barry Noble, Dr. Thom
as G. Faison and Clyde Manigo. 

During the afternoon session 
Earl Ellis, State Director of State 
Personnel Division, discussed the 
division. A discussion of new de
velopments in the Disability De
termination Division by Ben J. 
Marett, supervisor of the Division, 
followed. 

Concluding the conference were 
three groups explaining serving 
the handicapped at the community 
level with emphasis on civil rights 
compliance. Participants in these 
groups included: James McClary, 
Bill Leitner, Tom Hadwin, Bill Mid
dleton, George Cleckler, Clyde 
Funderburk, Edward McMillion 
and T. K. Fowler. 
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Strong Second Injury 
Fund Gets Approval 

Legislation recommended b y 
Governor John C. West in his last 
two State of the State addresses 
relating to second injury was in
troduced and passed by both the 
House and Senate this year. Much 
credit for this social improvement 
goes to E. Roy Stone, Jr., Chair
man of the State Agency of Voca
tional Rehabilitation, Greenville; 
Senators Paul Moore of Spartan
burg and James Harrelson of 
Walterboro and Representative W. 
Brantley Harvey, Jr. of Beaufort, 
who guided it through the General 
Assembly. 

This second injury fund received 
approval this year from both legis
lative bodies and is expected to 
improve job possibilities for the 
disabled citizens of South Caro
lina, announces Dill D. Beckman, 
Commissioner of the South Caro
lina Vocational Rehabilitation De
partment. 

"In the past," according to Beck
man, "many qualified disabled per
sons have been unable to obtain 
employment. Under the old second 
injury clause the employer could 
not afford to hire handicapped 
workers because of the possibility 
of a second injury for which the 
employer could be held totally 
liable." 

Under the new second injury 
clause, the employers' liability is 
limited to a maximum of 104 
weeks. Benefits which are payable 
in excess of the maximum 104 
weeks will be paid by the second 
injury fund for a maximum of 340 
weeks. 

In effect, the Second Injury 
Fund, can be stated as follows: If 
an individual who has a permanent 
physical impairment from any 
cause, congenital or otherwise, sus
tains a disabling accidental injury 
on the job resulting in aggravation 
of or making worse his original 
condition, this Second Injury Fund 
will provide the benefits to which 
he is entitled, provided the condi
tion makes him unable to work. 

Prior to this new law only loss 
of extremities and vision were 
eligible for coverage under the 
Second Injury Fund. Under the 
new fund the list of covered con
ditions has been expanded to in
clude 27 additional conditions: epi
lepsy, diabetes, cardiac disease, 

(Continued on page 3) 
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5. C. State College Receives Two Grants 
Announcement of two grants to 

establish graduate training pro
grams at South Carolina State Col
lege in Orangeburg was made re
cently by Gov. John C. West. 

The grants, two of eight awarded 
nationally for predominantly black 
colleges by the Social and Reha
bilitation Service, Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, 
are the result of a joint effort by 
the South Carolina Vocational Re
habilitation Department, Dill D. 
Beckman, Commissioner, and State 
College, Dr. M. M. Nance, Presi
dent. Their efforts received strong 
support from Governor West, the 
South Carolina Higher Education 
Commission and the S. C. Commis
sion for the Blind. 

One grant will establish a new 
graduate training program in reha
bilitation counseling. This will be 
one of the newest federally funded 
programs in rehabilitation counsel
ing in the United States. Dr. A. I. 
Mose, Dean of Faculty at State 
College, has been closely involved 
with the development of this new 
program. 

The second grant is designed to 
aid in the development of a grad
uate training program in speech 
pathology and audiology. It will 
enable State College to pursue, on 
a graduate level, an already strong 
undergraduate curriculum in this 

area. Project director will be Dr. 
Harold Powell, Professor of Speech 
Pathology at State College. 

Dr. Nance said of the program 
in rehabilitation counseling, "This 
master's in rehabilitation counsel
ing will be the first new master's 
degree program, other than our 
master's programs in education, 
added at State College. It is our 
hope that this will mark the be
ginning of the development of a 
strong graduate program here. We 
are aware that the eyes of not only 
this State, but of the nation, will 
be focused on us as one of the 
newest graduate programs in re
habilitation counseling. We are de
termined that our graduates will 
be well prepared to function as 
professionals in this field, and are 
creating a strong program for this 
reason." 

Beckman said, "Vocational Re
habilitation has long felt the need 
for a program of this type to help 
fill the need for trained profes
sional personnel in the rehabilita
tion program. We are particularly 
excited about this new program be
cause of the tremendous coopera
tion and enthusiasm we have found 
at State College. This is truly a co
operative venture between a state 
agency seeking trained profession
als and a state college interested 
in providing needed training." 

Governor John C. West and Dill D. Beckman, Commissioner of the South Carolina 
Vocational Rehabilitation Department discuss some of the advantages of two federally 
funded grants made to South Carolina State College for graduate training programs. 
From left to right are: A. S. Belcher, Vice-President of State College; Dr. Harold Powell, 
Professor of Speech Pathology and Audiology at State College and program director of 
one of the grants; Governor West; Dr. A. I. Mose, Dean of Faculty at State College; and 
Dill D. Beckman, Commissioner of the South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation De
partment. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

stand with the enthusiasm and con
trol of a professional. 

About four years after his near
fatal accident, Joe conducted his 
first real auction. He auctioned off 
farm equipment at Lynchburg with 
the help of the "world champion" 
auctioneer, Archie Moody of Darl
ington. Since then he has been in
volved in almost a half dozen pub
lic auctions. 

Joe is interested in tobacco, auto 
sales and real estate auctioneering, 
but for the time being is eager to 
practice at charity affairs. Now 
that the battle of starting all over 
again, "using his mouth instead of 
his hands," has been won, Joe says, 
"Now I just need a good job. I'll 
be glad to hold a sale for churches 
or civic clubs." 

Joe said the state's program for 
rehabilitating handicapped persons 
is "just about one of the greatest 
things in the world. Look at these 
arms. They aren't like my natural 
hands and arms, but now I can at 
least take care of myself." Joe 
proudly showed his artificial arms 
and hands. 

Second Injury 
(Continued from page 2) 

arthritis, residual disability from 
poliomyelitis, cerebral palsy, mul
tiple sclerosis, cerebral vascular di
sease, Parkinson's disease, tuberc
ulosis, silicosis, psychoneurotic dis
ability following treatment in a 
recognized medical or mental in
stitution, hemophilia, chronic os
teomyelitis, ankylosis of joints, 
hyperinsulinism, muscular dystro
phy, arteriosclerosis, thrombophle
bitis, varicose veins, heavy metal 
poisoning, ionizing radiation in
jury, compressed air sequelae, rup
tured intervertebral disk, Hodg
kin's disease, brain damage and 
deafness. 

Statistics have proven that in the 
case of the disabled employee there 
is less absenteeism, less possibilit~r 
of job change, insurance costs do 
not rise, and they are less accident 
prone. 

Chief Commissioner Paul M. 
Macmillan, Jr., of the South Caro
lina Industrial Commission said: 
"It is anticipated and hoped that 
due to this legislation employment 
policies of many industries and 
other sources of employment will 
relax, at least somewhat." 
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1-John D. Twiname speaks with E. Roy Stone, Jr. and Dill D. Beckman 

2-James McClary receives Professional Staff Award from Willie Creel 

3-Raymond Mizell receives Case-Of-The-Year Award from Dr. Beckman 

4-Fiorence Hennessy receives Elkins Award from Henry Watts 

5--Gwen Hipp and E. Roy Stone, Jr. show Lt. Gov. Earle E. Morris awards 

6--Capt. Billy Fallaw receives Safety Award from Lt. Governor 
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