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From Quadriplegic to Successful Watchmaker 
It was a typical day in South 

Carolina and Paul Griffin started 
the day like any other American 
husband and father. Before the day 
was over he was destined to be 
turned from a physically perfect 
speciman to a quadriplegic. 

For Paul, life as a quadriplegic 
began when he was involved in a 
tragic automobile accident which 
fractured his cervical vertibrae, 
leaving him paralyzed from the 
neck down, a mere shadow of the 
vital man he had once been. Pin
ned underneath his car for an un
known period of time, he felt the 
utter dispair and helplessness he 
was certain would typify the re
mainder of his life. 

Finding himself a useless, bed
ridden object of charity, he turn
ed to Vocational Rehabilitation for 
any help they could provide. From 
that moment on, Paul found little 
time for self pity. A rigorous pro
gram of physical therapy forced 
him to fight for use of his limbs 
again. Vocational Rehabilitation 
sponsored expert orthopedic eval
uation and purchased a wheelchair 
and bilateral leg braces for him. 
Although Paul experienced the 
initial awkwardness and discom
fort of leg braces, through the 
highly determined joint efforts of 
Vocational Rehabilitation and an 
increasingly hopeful client, Paul 
pushed himself to achieve maxi
mum potential. Vocational Reha
bilitation and Paul Griffin shared 
a common goal-the speedy res
toration of a quadriplegic to a 
normal functioning man and pro
vider. 

After regaining partial use of 
his legs and arms, Paul was soon 
absorbed in an electronics course 

(Continued on Page 3) 

Paul Griffin, shown above, using once useless hands with an unusual amount 
of dexterity, checks for loose stones in an antique ring. Mr. Griffin is a skilled watch 
and jewelry repairman. 

MARY E. SWITZER DIES 

The rehabilitation movement in this country and abroad 
suffered a great loss with the passing of Mary E. Switzer, 
former Commissioner of Rehabilitation Services Administra
tion and first Administrator of the Social and Rehabilitation 
Service. 

According to Dr. Edward Newman, Commissioner, Re
habilitation Services Administration, "Under her inspired 
leadership, the rehabilitation program grew ·in depth as well 
as in breadth, and came to influence other major human re
source programs out of all proportion to its size." 

Dr. Dill D. Beckman, Commissioner, South Carolina Vo
cational Rehabilitation Department said, "Her loss is of great
est magnitude to all of us in the field of vocational rehabilita
tion who have enjoyed the benefts of her leadership and wise, 
generous counsel." 

Miss Switzer passed away on October 16, 1971. 
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Brabham Named Chief 
Psychologist and 
Training Officer 

Dr. Robert E. Brabham has been 
named Chief Psychologist and 
Training Officer for the South 
Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department, announced Dill D. 
Beckman, Commissioner of the 
Department. 

Dr. Brabham received the B.S. 
degree in Psychology from the 
University of South Carolina, the 
M. S. degree in Rehabilitation 
Counseling from Richmond Pro
fessional Institute and a Ph.D. in 
Counseling Psychology from the 
University of Missouri. 

He has been associated with the 
Virginia Treatment Center for 
Children, Richmond; served as a 
counselor for the S. C. Vocational 
Rehabilitation D e p a r t m e n t· a 
te~chin~ assistant, University' of 
M1ssoun; counselor, Handicapped 
Student Office, University of Mis
souri; and assistant professor Re
habilitation Services Educ~tion 
Auburn University. ' 

Dr. Brabham is a member of the 
American Psychological Associa
tion, National Rehabilitation As
sociation, American Personnel and 
Guidance Association, and the Vo
cational Evaluation and Work Ad
Justment Association. He has been 
the author of several papers on 
rehabilitation and has served as a 
consultant to several training pro
grams in Georgia, Washington 
D. C., Alabama and Kentucky. ' 

Robert E. Brabham, Chief Psychologist 
and Training Officer. 
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. Pictured above is Vocational Rehabilitation's new mobile evaluation unit. The 
urut works out of the Florence Area Office and John Winn is the counselor. Pres
ently the unit is located in Georgetown. The unit is expected to triple the number 
of handicapped served in "hard to reach" areas. 

MOBILE EVALUATION 

UNIT IN OPERATION 

The South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department, Dill D. 
Beckman, Commissioner, is intro
ducing an innovative step in mak
ing services to the handicapped 
more accessible to the disabled 
residents of the Pee Dee area. 

The unit opened initially in Con
way. From there it moved to Dil
lon and then on to Bennettsville. 
The first week in November the 
unit will move to Georgetown. The 
length of stay for each area is ap
proximately six weeks. 

The unit is an expansion of the 
Vocational Evaluation Facility in 
Florence. Its purpose is to carry 
services into the counties that do 
not presently have Vocational Re
habilitation facilities. It will serve 
primarily to determine aptitude, in
terest and ability of potential 
clients. It is estimated that the 
mobile unit will triple the number 
of persons presently being served 
in these rural areas. 

The purpose of this six-week 
clinic is to determine who in the 
different areas is vocationally 
handicapped and is for that reason 
unable to obtain employment and 
find out what kind of work the 
person is capable of doing, if any, 
and endeavor to find jobs for them. 

The main purpose is to get pea-

pie back to work and "make tax
payers out of them instead of let
ting them remain burdens on the 
taxpayers." 

Provisions are made in some in
stances to offer training in voca
tional schools, TEC Centers and in 
some instances colleges for those 
who show a desire for this, and 
when they are trained for a voca
tion, effort is made to find a job 
that they can fill. 

AREA OFFICES 
RECEIV~_ ~~TT~RS 
OF APPRECIATION 

It's always nice to be appreci
ated, and two of our area offices 
received letters of thanks for their 
guidance, support and services ren
dered to clients. The letters were 
addressed to Mr. Lybrand, Area 
Supervisor of the Orangeburg of
fice and to Mr. Carter and Mr. 
Watford, counselors in the Colum
bia area office. 

Dear Mr. Lybrand, 
I wanted to write and thank you 

for. the guidance you gave me 
dunng my undergraduate studies. 
Certainly the money was needed 
and appreciated, but I have ap
preciated your continued interest 
in my preparation for social .work. 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Raymond Mizell (shown above) was 
promoted to Aiken Area Office Super
visor. He replaced C. Martin lsetts who 
was transferred to the Spartanburg Area 
Office as Area Supervisor there. He is 
shown with his wife Jane and daughters 
Laura Beth (left) and Amy Lynn (right). 

MIZELL PROMOTED 
TO AREA SUPERVISOR 

Dr. Dill D. Beckman, Commis
sioner of Vocational Rehabilita
tion, has announced the promotion 
of Raymond W. Mizell from Gen
eral Counselor ·in the Aiken Area 
Office to Area Supervisor of that 
office. Mr. Mizell replaces Martin 
Isetts who has been transferred to 
the Spartanburg Area Office as 
Area Supervisor there. 

Mr. Mizell is a graduate of Fur
man University and has a certifi
cate in social work from Florida 
State University and a Master of 
Science in Rehabilitation Counsel
ing earned at Virginia Common
wealth University. 

He has been a vice president of 
Community Services Leaders Or
ganization, served as a member of 
the local Alcoholic Council and is 
a member of the First Baptist 
Church. 

Mr. Mizell is a member of sever
al professional organizations in
cluding the National Rehabilitation 
Association, the National Counsel
ing Association, the Professional 
Staff Association, and South Caro
lina Employers' Association. 

His achievements in rehabilita
tion are numerous. He has been a 
member of the Century Club for 
three years, is a member of the 
Steering Committee, served as 
Liaison between Office and Pal-

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Dill Beckman Receives 
Merit Award 

The commissioner of the S. C. 
Vocational Rehabilitation Depart
ment, Dill D. Beckman, has been 
named first recipient of the Nation
al Meritorious Service Award by 
the National Rehabilitaton Associ
ation (NRA) . 

Nominees for the award could 
be selected on either of two re
quirements - outstanding service 
to the NRA or lengthy service to 
a large number of disabled per
sons. Beckman qualified for the 
award in both of these areas. 

Beckman is a past president of 
the 34,000 member NRA. He was 
a founding member of the S. C. 
Rehabilitation Association and has 
served as chapter president. 
Throughout its existence. he has 
been exceedingly active in devel
oping its annual professional pro
grams. 

He has been a formal participant 
in rehabilitation services since 
1938 when he entered the field as 
assistant state supervisor of the 
Vocational Rehabilitation Depart
ment in South Carolina. He became 
department director in 1960 and 
was named commissioner in 1971. 

Under his direction, the depart
ment has grown more than 800 
per cent in the number of disabled 
and disadvantaged persons direct
ly served, and thousands of other 
disabled persons have been indi
rectly served through cooperative 
programs with other agencies. 

Quadriplegic Watchmaker 
(Continued From Page 1) 

at a technical school , provided by Voca
tional Rehabilitation. After completing his 
studies he was placed on a job as a 
radio-tv repairman. 

Although thankful for any employment, 
Paul was confident that he could earn 
more money for his family. Realizing 
that his dexterity and coordination were 
constantly improving, he expressed the 
desire to be a watch-maker. Again he 
turned to Vocational Rehabilitation, a 
source of help and inspiration he would 
never forget. Vocational Rehabilitation 
enrolled him in a watchmaking course 
and purchased the equipment he would 
need to set up business. He was placed 
on a job in a jewelry store with a start
ing salary of $114.00 per week. 

Freed at last from the encumbrance 
of leg braces and the humbling depend
ency on charity, Paul was restored to 
his former position of family provider 
and the active man he had been before 
his accident. Vocational Rehabilitation 
had given him a second chance in life. 
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Dill D. Beckman, Commissioner of the 
South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department, presents Donald League 
with the Amvets Student Memorial 
Scholarship. 

Donald League Receives 
Amvets Student Memorial 
Scholarship 

Donald Keith League, an 18 
year old blind student, is one of 
only two handicapped persons in 
the United States to receive the 
Amvets Student Memorial Schol
arship. 

The son of Donald Ray and Elsa 
Louise League, he is now attend
ing the Baptist College at Charles
ton. Donald has been blind since 
birth. 

He attended Cedar Spring, the 
S. C. School for the Blind for 7 
years where he learned braille and 
typing. Donald now uses these 
skills along with the Talking Book 
Machine, Sony 105, four-track tape 
recorder, cassetts (for fast note 
taking in classes) textbooks on 
tape and in braille, and his parallel 
reading on records from the Li
brary of Congress to accomplish 
his school work. 

Refusing to let his handicap slow 
him down, this gifted and deter
mined young man plays the piano 
and clarinet, knows the Morse 
Code, and is an enthusiast for op
erating short wave radios. 

Donald was an honor student in 
high school and dances and mixes 
well socially. He loves swimming 
and diving and is an avid fisher
man. 

Presented the Amvets Student 
Memorial Scholarship by Dr. Dill 
D. Beckman, Commissioner of the 
S. C. Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department, this eager scholar is 
considering a major in either theo
logy or law at Baptist College. 
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Area Offices 
(Continued from Page 2) 

I thought you might want to know 
about my plans for graduate 
school. 

I am studying full-time at the 
University of South Carolina 
School of Social Work this fall . I 
have been recommended for a 
stipend from the Veteran's Admin
istration which does not have to 
be paid back and which is tax 
free. The amount is $2990.00. I 
shall be doing my fieldwork at the 
VA Hospital in Columbia. I am 
very happy that I shall be working 
in medical social work, even 
though I did not state a preference 
in my application. I have just had 
my interview for this stipend and 
was very pleased with my place
ment there. I had no idea I would 
be recommended for a stipend of 
this amount, and I now feel that I 
can enter graduate school without 
putting such a burden on my par
ents. 

I shall let you know if/when I 
receive my degree and will consid
er Vocational Rehabilitation as a 
social work profession also. 

I hope many other clients of 
yours profit from their scholar
ships and association with you and 
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your department as much as I 
have. Thank you again for your in
terest and guidance. 

Dear Mr. Carter, 

Sincerely, 
Cathy Wilson 

This is a letter I should have 
written a long time ago but I put 
it off in hopes of having the op
portunity to talk to you. 

I tried to reach you while I was 
home for Easter vacation but was 
unsuccessful. 

I want to thank you for every
thing you have done for my family 
and myself. Without your assis
tance and that of your staff, I fear 
to think of the dilemma our family 
might be in. 

I am sure your work must be re
warding for you. I hope that one 
day I can be as successful in help
ing others as you have been. 

I can't tell you the impact that 
Vocational Rehabilitation has had 
on my life. Maybe it would please 
you to know I hope to try to follow 
your example. 

I have made my major here at 
Winthrop sociology with a psy
chology minor. I am vitally inter
ested in psychiatric social work. 
Winthrop doesn't have programs 
in that area but if I can go to grad
uate school I'm confident that my 
study here will prepare me for a 
more specialized program else
where. 

I think you already know that 
I've obtained sophomore status by 
taking the advanced placement 
tests. I hope to go to summer 
school. That will make me a junior 
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for the fall term and I can gradu
ate in three years. I think it is pos
sible for me to graduate in two 
and a half years but maybe that's 
being overly optimistic. At any 
rate you can see what a difference 
your help has made for me. 

I hope to have the opportunity 
to talk with you when I am at 
home again. 

Thank you, 
Diane Thornton 

Dear Mr. Watford, 
I would have called you but I'm 

not good with words. I would like 
to say thank you so much for 
what you did for my son. We both 
are thankful. God bless people like 
you. 

Again thank you. 
Mrs. Emily L. Raley 

MIZELL 
(Continued from Page 3) 

metto Center, and as Liasion with 
Trust Fund Cases. 

Mizell has worked as a General 
Counselor, Aiken Evaluation Fa
cility Coordinator. He helped to 
devolop and implement the pres
ent staffing procedures for case 
development, served as a training 
resource for new personnel, and 
has participated in several radio 
programs relating to vocational re
habilitation. 

He was associated with the Wel
fare Department in Dorchester 
County and came to Vocational 
Rehabilitation in 1964. He is mar
ried to the former Jane Collins and 
is the father of two daughters, 
Amy Lynn and Laura Beth. 

BULK RATE 
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