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New Concept Replacing Old 'Handicapped' Idea 

. (The following article is the first 
m a series which appeared in The 
Record newspaper in October. They 
are reprinted in NEW HORIZONS 
wi~h the express permission of the 
wnter.) 

First In A Series 
If you think of a handicapped 

p~rso?. as someone with a physical 
disability, you're right but only 
half right. ' 

The definition of the handicap
ped person has been expanded over 
time to encompass much more than 
just the physically debilitated. The 
handicapped person may be men
!ally, emotionally, or physically 
Ill - an alcoholic, a public of
fender or juvenile delinquent. 

The Columbia-Lexington Depart
ment of Vocational Rehabilitation 
has discarded the old definition of 
a handicapped person, and in a 
broad, all-encompassing program, 
served over 3,526 persons in fiscal 
year 1970. 

"The trend in rehabilitation has 
moved toward working with people 
other than those with physical 
problems. The thrust is now toward 
rehabilitation of those who have 
gotten in trouble with the law, suf
fered mental breakdowns and emo
tional illnesses, juvenile delin
quents, and so on," said Henry 
Watts, area supervisor for the de
partment. 
. The Columbia-Lexington office 
IS staffed with full-time counselors 
who specialize in each of these 
areas of rehabilitation. The com
bined . offices serve Lexington, 
Edgefield, Saluda, Fairfield Ker
shaw and Richland countie;. 

"Our office is the hub of the in
take process for Columbia. Most 
people with difficulties at some 

(Continued on Page 4) 

By JAN SURRATT 
Record Staff Writer 

On his taxi run McCants picks up and returns retarded children to and from their 
homes to centers for the retarded. 

Driver of Columbia Taxi 
Cripple Doesn't 'Think' 

By JAN SURRATT 
Record Staff Writer 

SAMMY_ McCANTS is not sure whether he became disabled at birth, 
or whether It was the result of a fall when he was a baby. 

But then, Sammy McCants doesn't see himself as disabled anyway 
~cCants has a severe hip dislo- . · 

cation and wears a built-up shoe on to deal With than them. They never 
his left foot as a result. He first once hesitated to help me." 
walked when he was 6 years old Vocational rehabilitation helped 
~nd in his earlier days was a farmer !"lc~ant~ find a job, and he is now 
m Manning. m his third year as a taxi driver for 

. WHEN HE CAME to Columbia, C~ecker: They say he's their top 
his next door neighbor told him dnver. 
about vocational rehabilitation, and "I try to get everything I want 
because rehabilitation people had honestly," McCants, soft spoken 
helped him in Manning, he came to and polite, s~id. "There are too 
the Columbia office. many people hving on social secu-

They referred McCants to physi- rity and welfare and not willing to 
c~ans in _the area, and he was pro- work." 
vided with correctional shoes. Vo- . ON HIS TAXI RUN, McCants 
cational rehabilitation helped pay picks up and returns retarded chil
his medical bills and picked up the dren to and from their homes to 
tab for his $135 a pair shoes. centers for the retarded. 

"THEY WERE REAL nice to me. "Those kids and this cab are a 
I couldn't find people any better (Continued on Page 2) 
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Taxi Driver 
(Continued from Page 1) 

part of me," he said. Some he has 
to carry from their doorstep to the 
cab, but 'it's a task of love for Mc
Cants. On the way back from 
school, he often stops and treats 
them to ice cream. 

The children have built up a love 
and trust for McCants. "If I'm not 
there one morning, the children 
wonder and ask what has happened 
to me." 

McCANTS' VOCATIONAL re
habilitation counselor is Otis Tim
merman. "He made me feel at ease 
when I first met him," McCants 
said. "If he can do you a favor or 
help in any way, he will. He has 
become personally involved in my 
situation; he's very interested in 
me." 

Sometimes McCants' leg goes 
numb and he has to get out of the 
cab and rest, but he never com
plains. 

"I never worry about my condi
tion. No one will ever know by 
my telling them," he smiled. 

Sammy McCants walked in the 
vocational rehabilitation office and 
they were there; they paid his 
medical bills and bought him new 
shoes when his others wore out; 
they got him his job. It's no doubt 
McCants has only words of praise 
for vocational rehab. 

McCants and his wife, Virginia, 
have a 4-year-old son. 

Dr. Beckman Receives 
Anniversary Medallion 

Dr. Dill D. Beckman, Director of 
the S. C. Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department was one of twenty
two outstanding leaders honored in 
San Diego, California. The cere
mony took place at the opening 
general session of the annual con
ference of the National Rehabilita
tion Association. 

Beckman was presented a 50th 
anniversary medallion as part of 
the official observance of the 
golden anniversary of the public 
program of vocational rehabilita
tion. 

In making the presentation, Dr. 
Edward Newman, commissioner of 
the Rehabilitation Services Ad
ministration of the United States 
Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare, cited the many years 
of dedication to vocational re
habilitation by Dill Beckman, both 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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TbenewS.O. 
Is nota zoo! 

OCT.- NOV., 1970 

Two stately lions guard the front entrance to a new building at 1500 

Senate Street in Columbia. And if you think it's a zoo, you're wrong! 

It's the South Carolina State Library and it's there to serve you. 

If you're a State legislator or a state government employee, you 

have at your disposal a wide range of services and materials to not 

only help you do a better job for South Carolina, but also to increase 

your general knowledge and efficiency while on the job. And if you are 
a young man or woman just beginning a career in governmental affairs, 

use of these services and materials could help you to earlier advance

ment. In 1968 the responsibilities of the South Carolina State Library 

(as renamed in 1969) were extended to include all the duties of a general 
state library and more specifically to supply reference and research 

services to State government personnel. 

Materials to aid you in your everyday routine or for special projects 

are in abundant supply. The new building consolidates for the first time 
the State's 80,000 reference volumes, special research materials, and 

federal, state and local government documents. Included in these mate

rials are books, scientific journals, technical publications, newspapers and 

microfilm facilities. 

All state employees are encouraged to inform the State Library of 

specific library needs so its staff can serve you better. For specific, ac

curate data, come by or call the South Carolina State Library. Make 

it a weekly habit - heplful librarians are ready to serve you! 
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1970 International Special Olympics 
The City of Chicago rolled out 

the welcome mat for more than 
2,500 mentally retarded youths 
who participated in the 1970 Spe
cial Olympics Aug. 13-15, co-spon
sored by the Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. 
Foundation and the Chicago Park 
District. Soldier Field was a pot
pourri of activities Friday and 
Saturday as the youthful athletes 
climaxed track and field competi
tion which for most began in early 
June with local meets and pro
gressed to state and regional events 
and finally the International Spe
cial Olympics themselves. 

Nearly every state was repre
sented, as well as Canada and 
France. Competition in several run
ning events, softball throw, high 
jump and long jump and swimming 
was concluded with the finals on 
Saturday. Team competition was 
held in floor hockey. Competitors 
were broken into several age 
groups. 

Despite the wealth of activities 
in Soldier Field - the competition 
itself, a torchlight parade, the op
portunity to talk with a number of 
celebrities from the athletic and 
political worlds and enjoy a big 
watermelon feast - the most 
popular activity of the weekend 
was the dance held Friday night 
for the participants. 

Thursday afternoon the Conrad 
Hilton Hotel, Olympics headquar
ters, looked like the city bus 
terminal, as kids from all over 
poured into the Windy City. The 
Chicago Jaycees and staff members 
from the Chicago Park District did 
an amazing job keeping track of 
children and counselors. And it was 
the chaperones themselves who 
had the most difficult tasks of all 
and deserve praise for jobs well 
done. The weekend was enough to 
tire even the hardiest of chaper
ones and even the kids themselves 
appeared to be showing signs of 
fatigue by late Saturday afternoon, 
when it was time to pack bags and 
make a hasty retreat towards the 
airport or the bus. 

This was the third consecutive 
year the Special Olympics have 
been held, the second time Chicago 
has played host to the national 
competition, and the Chicago Park 
District did as efficient a job as 
could be expected for an event of 
this size and nature. There was a 
lot of hurrying, a lot of waiting 

S. C. SPECIAL OLYMPICS FLAG RAISING 

and a lot to do, on and off the field, 
for nearly everyone involved. The 
kids all appeared alternately glee
ful and bored, which can only be 
anticipated, and they all took many 
happy memories back home with 
them, as well as medals, ribbons, 
records, pictures, books, postcards 
and all sorts of memorabalia to 
share with friends and relatives. It 
was a hectic, action-filled week
end, most of which nearly every
one seemed to enjoy. 

Dr. Beckman . . . 
(Continued from Page 2) 

during his past presidency of the 
National Rehabilitation Associa
tion and his directorship of the 
South Carolina program, stating 
that it was "one of the better 
programs in the nation." 

In his remarks to the more than 
2,000 delegates assembled, Com
missioner Newman pointed out 
that the second half-century of vo
cational rehabilitation would offer 
even greater opportunities for 
service to America's disabled 
citizens than the first 50 years, 
during which a total of 2,500,000 
were rehabilitated. 

NRA Membership 
Drive Under Way 
For the past 45 years the Na

tional Rehabilitation Association 
has been one of the major forces 
in supporting Vocational Re
habilitation and its services to dis
abled people. The NRA has been 
instrumental in the passage of new 
rehabilitation legislation, securing 
additional federal funds, activating 
demonstration and research pro
jects, and informing the public of 
the needs of the disabled and ways 
to improve rehabilitation services 
in all the states of the nation. 

The support which the NRA 
gives the Social and Rehabilitation 
Service has been tremendous. We, 
therefore, have a large stake in 
NRA, both as an agency and as in
dividuals. Each employee and 
friend of rehabilitation should 
evaluate carefully the benefits 
which the handicapped people are 
receiving because of the devotion 
shown by those who are members 
of the Association. 

Support the 1971 Membership 
Drive and become an active mem
ber in NRA today. 
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New Concept (continued from Page 1) 

time initiate their inquiries here," 
Watts said. 

"But this facility is more than 
an office. It's an assessment center. 
The person receives preliminary 
evaluation to determine his prob
lem and the extent of the problem." 

The facility, on 100 Main Street, 
is staffed with social workers, med
ical consultants and a psychologist 
as well as the 18 counselors. 

"All of these get together and 
pool their interests and ability to 
come up with a vocational diag
nosis to determine the person's 
problem and decide this potential 
for entering the vocational field," 
he said . 

"And we treat more than just 
the individual. We treat the per
son in terms of his family setting. 
Without the support of his family, 
we cannot be as effective." 

Watts said a common miscon
ception about the handicapped per-
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son is that he lacks motivation and 
is perfectly happy drawing welfare. 

He explained, "The idea that 
people who are dependent for a 
long time don't want to get back 
into a constructive or rewarding 
job or situation is just not true. 
Everybody is motivated. These peo
ple are motivated into a depend
ency role, and they just haven't 
had the opportunity to feel the 
benefits of another situation." 

He said these people are not so 
much remotivated as they are re
directed from a dependent motiva
tion role to an independent one. 

"We have to sell them on the 
idea that working is more profit
able in the long run. If we can get 
the person to see that through 
work, they are harrassed a lot less 
than if they are dependent on 
agencies for welfare or medical at
tention," he said. 

Watts praised the association 
his office has with other agencies 
in Columbia. "We have many good 
working agreements with other 
agencies." 

The Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department works with the Rich
land County Family Court, S. C. 
Opportunity School, S. C. Depart
ment of Mental Health, State 
Tuberculosis Sanitorium, Junior 
League, S. C. State Hospital, Hear
ing and Speech Center, and in
numerable other agencies which 
present a picture of healthy inter
agency cooperation. 

Vocational Rehabilitation Department 
400 Wade Hampton State Office Building 

Columbia, S. C. 29201 
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Twiname Named 

SRS Administrator 

John D. Twiname, 38, assumed 
the position of Administrator of the 
Social and Rehabilitation Services 
(SRS), effective March 1. He suc
ceeded Mary Switzer who resigned 
to become Vice President of the 
World Rehabilitation Fund. 

Twiname, of Wilmette, Illinois, 
has been serving as Deputy Ad
ministrator of SRS since April, 
1969. Prior to that he was Market
ing Vice President of the American 
Hospital S u p p 1 y Corporation, 
Evanston, Illinois. He also served 
as President of the Board of the 
Chicago Business Industrial Pro
ject, an agency formed to bring to
gether black leaders, businessmen, 
labor leaders, government and uni
versity officials to focus on social 
problems. 

In announcing the appointment 
Health, Education and Welfare De
partment Secretary Robert H. 
Finch said, "As SRS Administrator, 
John will be responsible for some 
of the most important and relevant 
areas of concern facing this Nation 
today; as Deputy Administrator he 
has amply demonstrated his ability 
to assume the leadership of these 
programs." 

Rehabilitation, welfare, Medi
caid, services to the aged, children 
and the disabled are administered 
by SRS. 
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