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Because No One Ever Cared •••
The young man pictured here
had been before the courts twice
before Vocational Rehabilitation
knew about him.
Following initial interview and
prior to evaluation he was in an
accident which resulted in the amputation of his right leg just above
the knee.
Because no one had ever before

cared what happened to him, the
youth was wary of his vocational
Rehabilitation counselor G e n e
Bowie and could not understand
that he really wanted to help.
After the young man's amputation,
Mr. Bowie visited him frequently in
the hospital.
Mr. Bowie made arrangements
with the Harlem Globetrotters

A Sense Of Trust
Columbia recording star, Julius Cobb, left, visits young rehabilitation client in
hospital after an accident necessitated the removal of his right leg. Standing in the
center is Gene Bowie, couns~lor-coordinator of the Family Court Rehabilitation Program, and right is Ray Priestino, facility coordinator for the juvenile corrections
program in the state's industrial schools.

while they were playing in Columbia to make the youngster an
honorary member of the team. A
Columbia recording star, Julius
Cobb, also visited the boy in the
hospital and gave him an autographed copy of his latest hit.
These efforts by Mr. Bowie instilled in the young man a sense of
trust and belonging which he had
never before experienced. As a result, he now realizes Vocational
Rehabilitation cares about him and
wants to help him have a better
life.
The boy lives with his father
who is a marginal worker. A high
school drop-out with no money and
no job, plus several brushes with
police, the young man's future was
not very bright before Vocational
Rehabilitation stepped in.
The future is brighter today,
however, for the young amputee
and many others with similiar
backgrounds.
Chiefly through the efforts of
Henry Watts, Columbia Area Vocational Rehabilitation Supervisor,
and Judge Mr. McNary Spigner of
the Richland County Family Court,
a Family Court Rehabilitation Program is now operating in the area
which has the potential for salvaging many young people from the
ravaging miseries of poverty and
prisons.
"Although the goals are longterm, success is already being
achieved with those clients who
came into the program at its inception," says Counselor-Coordinator
Gene Bowie.
"Our success to date virtually
assures us that we are rehabilitating many young people who would
otherwise be relegated to very low(Continued on page 3)
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Region Members
Convene in S. C.
More than 500 persons gathered
in Charleston in May for the 22nd
annual Region IV NRA conference.

J. E. Hammett, Columbia, accepts the H. B.
Cummings Award during
b a n q u e t ceremonies in
Charleston. Dr. D. D.
Beckman, left, presented
the award. Among those
applauding Mr. Hammett's
honor are, in foreground
left, James McClary, and,
right, Gordon Kent.
Mr. and Mrs. William
Leitner were among those
enjoying the conference
entertainment.

Hugh Wilson, Joe Craddock, Lee Thompson, and
Sam Jones look over material for counselors during registration period.

Dr. Dill D. Beckman
Undergoes Surgery
The director of the S. C. Vocational Rehabilitation Department,
Dr. Dill D. Beckman, underwent
open-heart surgery at St. Luke's
Episcopal Hospital in Houston
June 24.
Following two weeks recuperation in Houston, Dr. Beckman returned to his home in Columbia
where he is continuing to regain
strength.
He expects to return to his duties as director of Vocational Rehabilitation in the late summer.

Addresses by such rehabilitation
notables as Dr. Dill D. Beckman,
NRA president; Mrs. Virginia
Smyth, Regional Commissioner for
Social and Rehabilitation Services;
Shelton McLelland, Associate Regional Commissioner, Rehabilitation Services Administration; and
E. B. Whitten, Executive Director,
NRA, headlined one of the bestattended regional conferences ever.
Door prizes and several social
gatherings added a lighter touch to
the convention.
J. E. Hammett, Deputy Director,
S. C. Vocational Rehabilitation Department, directed the 1969 regional meeting.
Next year's conference will be in
Mobile, Ala., at the Admiral Sims
Hotel May 11-14. Homer Jacobs
of Montgomery was elected 1970
chairman.
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Columbia Hosts
Special Olympics
Two days in June will remain in the minds of
hundreds of young Southerners for a long time to
come.
Columbia hosted the Southern Regional Special
Olympics June 6-7. This event developed through the
success of the Chicago Olympics held in 1968 and
sponsored by the Joseph P. Kennedy Foundation.
The Kennedy Foundation awarded a grant to
partially cover the expenses of the Southern Regional
Olympics.
The Special Olympics simulates the world-wide
Olympic games held annually. Children over eight
years of age participated.
Pictured at right are students from the Vocational
Rehabilitation Public School projects at Olympia High
School, Andrew Jackson School, and Edisto School.
Many vocational rehabilitation pupil-clients carried home medals won in the track and field events.
Other states included in the Southern Regional
Olympics were Georgia; Tennessee; North Carolina;
Mississippi; Florida, and Alabama.

NO TIME
FOR ASPERSIONS
Since the Vocational Rehabilitation
program began in South Carolina in 1927,
its success has depended largely on cooperative relations with other state and
community agencies.
The interaction of the Vocational Rehabilitation Department and the S. C.
Welfare Department is one excellent example of how interagency cooperation
has been vital to helping people who need
help.
A recent issue of "New Horizons" carried a cartoon, excerpted from the Anderson Independent, depicting exactly the
kind of helping attitude that must prevail if rehabilitation is to intervene between disability and its consequences.
It is the duty of Vocational Rehabilitation to see that as many handicapped
people as possible find gainful employment. This number includes welfare
recipients who may be referred to us by
welfare offices.
Although there are varying ways to
interpret any work of art, whether it
be a Rembrandt masterpiece or a newspaper cartoon, let there be no doubt: It
was not and shall never be, through the
use of a cartoon or any other printed
medium, our intention to disparage the
S. C. Welfare Department.
We are pledged to serving people who
need help to overcome their handicaps.
Granted there are people who want
something for nothing and remembering
the reasons why this is true, it is still
our task to work together to the benefit
of disabled and disadvantaged individuals.
As agents of service organizations, we
must continue to be advocates for those
who cannot or who will not speak for
themselves.
The Editor

Mrs. Guy Allsup of Hartsville was one
of the citation recipients during the annual S. C. Rehabilitation Association
meeting in Columbia June 12. Mrs. Allsup received the award from J. Hewlette
Wasson, president of the S. C. Chapter.

Because no one ever cared •
(Continued from page 1)

paying jobs or even incarceration
in the state penal system."
Begun August 2, 1968, the Family Court Rehabilitation Program is
one of a few, if not the only, direct
agreement between a juvenile
court and Vocational Rehabilitation in the nation. Through the
agreement Vocational Rehabilitation receives as referrals youths
between thirteen and sixteen who
appear before the court.
After a young person is referred
by the court, he is evaluated medically, psychologically, socially, and
vocationally. Upon completion of
evaluation, he receives training

• •

according to his aptitudes and interests that will prepare him for
the working world.
Extensive counseling will be
needed for the young man pictured
as is the case for most of the juveniles who come to the Family
Court Rehabilitation program. Although it may take several years,
the help this young man receives
will enable him to function successfully in society.
The Family Court Rehabilitation
Program, while pointing out the
need to help people in trouble at
an early age, is proving that young
people can be helped. Juvenile
delinquency is not an unwinnable
war.
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Counselors a nd Equipment
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Under the supervision of C. I. Holliman, training officer
and psychologist for the Vocational Rehabilitation Department, counselors are now seeing themselves as their clients
see them.
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With the use of video tape equipment, Mr. Holliman is filming simulated counselor-client interviews. The interviews are
then played back while the counselors watch. Dr. H. M. Clements of t he USC rehabilitation graduate program is assisting Mr. Holliman in helping the counselors to discover their
mistakes and correct them.
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FIELD OFFICES
AIKEN ......
. ..... .... 407 Hayne Avenue, S.W.
ANDERSON ...... .......................... 1103 N. Fant St.
CHARLESTON
.................... ........ 34 George St.
COLUMBIA ....................... ..... Heyward at Main
FLORENCE ............................ 1550 W. Evans St.
GEORGETOWN ........ ..................
. 634 Front St.
GREENVILLE .... 301 S. C. National Bank Bldg.
GREENWOOD
..................... 605 S. Main St.
HARTSVILLE ............. ... 1604-B W. Carolina Ave .
LEXINGTON ........... ..... 1420 lady St., Room 302
ORANGEBURG ..................... 396 St. Paul, N. E.
ROCK HILL ...... .................. ... 529 S. York Ave.
SPARTANBURG ..........
622 Montgomery Bldg.
SUMTER ............................... 27 W. Calhoun St.
WALTERBORO ............ Hiers Professional Bldg.
DISABILITY DETERMINATION DIVISION
500 Rutledge Bldg., Columbia

Is That R.:o l!y Us?

South Carolina is again launching into something new in
finding a way to better serve handicapped people.
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Mr. Cool Views Himself
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If this form of in-service training continues to receive enthusiastic reception, it will be continued ir1to other areas of
counselor education needs, according to Mr. Holliman.

Vocational Rehabilitation Department
400 Wade Hampton State Office Building
Columbia, S. C.
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