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From the Director's desk 

As the trees start turning and fall is around the corner, I looked on the calendar and realized we 
have less than 3 months until Christmas (thought I would add that little bit to the grandparents as 
a friendly reminder). 

I understand there is an Attorney General's Opinion pending regarding the residency require
ments to the children of certain war veterans attending our South Carolina state supported 
colleges, universities and post high school technical educational institutions. This residency 
requirerll§flt question needs to be resolved, hopefully before our legislators come back in January. 

Hats off to our Service Organizations. As of October 10, 1992, all of our major Service 
Organizations will have held their state conventions. New Commanders and staff will be aboard 
and again this year, our veterans will have good representation from their organizations. 

Plans are being made again this year for the Veterans' Day festivities on November 11, 1992. The 
Columbia Veterans' Day Parade is the largest annual military parade in the Carolinas and is one 
of the best-attended parades in the nation. The fanfare and pageantry of a veterans day parade 
are American's way of thanking those who served their country well. A big thanks goes to all who 
participate in making this a memorable day for all. Congratulations are in order for Emanual 
Poston, Jr., Commander of the South Carolina Department of the Disabled American Veterans, 
who has been appointed by Governor Carroll Campbell as the Chairman of the Veterans Day 
Parade for 1992 in South Carolina. 

We are very proud of the service that our South Carolina state veterans nursing homes provide 
for South Carolina veterans. They exist to help those who cannot help themselves. Our veterans 
have earned the right to be helped because of the sacrifices they made to insure that this great 
nation and state of ours remains free. As of this month, the population of the E. Roy Stone Pavilion 
in Columbia is 83, and there are 88 in the Richard M. Campbell nursing home near Anderson. Even 
in this tight budget year, the Department of Mental Health plans to open an additional wing of 44 
beds at the Campbell facility, beginning around October 12, 1992. 

As we approach the holiday season, pause and join me in giving thanks for this great nation of ours 
and for wisdom to those who will lead us in the coming year. 



SCDVANEWS 

September 8, 1992, marked the first day of 
duty for our new Field Office Supervisor at the 
Augusta VA Medical Center. Mr. Rocky Byars, 
who has been with the agency since 1983, 
was selected by the Director to fill that posi
tion which had been vacant since May, when 
Dick Coleman retired. All of us who have 
been associated with Rocky over the years, 
know the kind of work he always does in 
assisting veterans. The South Carolina vet
erans who frequent the Augusta VA Medical 
Center, will now continue to receive the qual
ity representation they so richly deserve. 

Mr. Byars is located in room 2A-164 at the 
Downtown Division, and in room 1A-238C at 
the Uptown Division. V The telephone num
ber for the Downtown office is (706) 823-
2256. For the Uptown office, the number is 
(706) 731-7211. 

il NEW VA TOLL FREE NUMBER 

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs has 
announced that effective October 26, 1992, a 
new nationwide toll free number will go into 
effect. Calls to the toll free number will be 
routed to the nearest VA Regional Office. If 
for some reason that office is experiencing 
telephone difficulties, the calls will be routed 
to another Regional Office which can provide 
assistance. 

VA SECRETARY DERWINSKI 
RESIGNS 

The first Secretary for Veterans Affairs, Ed
ward J. Derwinski, resigned his position on 
September 26, 1992, to assume new duties 
as the Bush/Quayle Deputy Chairman for 
Ethnic Coalitions. In accepting the President's 
new challenge, Mr. Derwinski resigned to 
devote his total energy to his new responsibil
ity. He said "America dies more for its veter
ans than any nation on earth and they de-

serve nothing less. This administration has 
invested more resources in the VA than any 
predecessor in history. I am proud to have 
had the privilege to serve those who served 
their country so selflessly. The past 3 and a 
half years at the Department of Veterans 
Affairs have been some of the most challeng
ing and rewarding of my 36 years of public 
service. I leave knowing the Department is in 
the able hands of my Deputy Secretary, An
thony J. Principi." 

COAST GUARD COMBAT VETER
ANS ASSOCIATION 

The Coast Guard Combat Veterans Associa
tion is a Coast Guard-wide organization made 
up of past and present officers and enlisted 
members of the United States Coast Guard/ 
Reserve (USCG), who served in, or provided 
direct support to combat situations recog
nized by an appropriate military award while 
serving as a member of the USCG. 

The purpose of the Association is, through 
social association and mutual acquaintance, 
to further perpetuate the memory of fallen 
comrades, assist their widows and orphans, 
assist honorably discharged or retired CG 
Combat Veterans, and to promote and en
hance the image and posture of the Coast 
Guard. Started in 1985, the Association has 
over 900 members, and holds a reunion bian
nually. 

Contact Baker Herbert, CWO, Ret., 6858 
Lafayette Road, Medina, OH 44256 or call 
V(216) 725-6527 for more information. 

SOUTH CAROLINA VETERANS 

The 1990 Census found that there were 
377,225 veterans in this state. During the 
past fiscal year, the VA expended 
$425,586,373 in South Carolina for veterans 
programs. 



NATIONS OLDEST VET DEAD AT 
106 

Nathan E. Cook, who at the age of 1 06 was 
the last veteran of the Spanish American War 
and was believed to be the oldest living war 
veteran in the United States, died September 
10, 1992, at the Phoenix, AZ, VA Medical 
Center. 

Then Secretary of Veterans Affairs, Edward 
Derwinski, said "the passing of our nation's 
oldest war veteran is more than just an histori
cal footnote. Nathan Cook's life spanned a 
period in which America grew from a nation 
just emerging on the world scene to become 
the greatest power on earth." 

Mr. Cook had been a patient at the nursing 
home care unit of the Carl T. Hayden VA 
Medical Center since August 1983. 

He began~ 44 year military career by lying 
about his age and joining the navy as a cabin 
boy in 1901. He saw action in the Philippine 
Insurrection, the Boxer Rebellion in China 
and in both World Wars. 

In World War I, Cook commanded a subchaser 
credited with sinking two U-boats. In WW II, 
he commanded a seagoing tug stationed at 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti , and a submarine ten
der at Panama. 

With Cook's death, America's 62,000 living 
veterans of WW I now become the nation's 
oldest group of veterans with an average age 
of 91. 

BUFFALO SOLDIERS 

In 1866, shortly after the Civil War, four new 
U.S. Army regiments began lonesome duty in 
some of the harshest Western territory this 
country had to offer. 

These units of black soldiers were desig
nated as the 24th and 25th Infantry and the 
Ninth and Tenth Cavalry. Their orders were 
to protect settlers moving West and fledgling 
railroad construction, to suppress hostile In
dian attacks and to guard the U.S. Mail. 

After dozens of clashes with Indian warriors, 
the men became known as "Buffalo Sol
diers," a name they wore like a badge of 
honor. 

In tribute to their service to the nation, the VA 
observed "Buffalo Soldier Day" July 28 by 
identifying approximately750 Buffalo Soldier 
gravesites at 22 National Cemeteries. 

The Buffalo Soldiers served and fought with 
distinction in the Cheyenne War from 1867-
69, the Red River War of 187 4-75, the Ute 
War of 1879, the Apache Wars of 1875-86 
and the Sioux War of 1980-91 . They received 
13 Medals of Honor during the Western Cam
paigns, maintained one of the lowest deser
tion rates and achieved the best combat 
records in the Army. The Ninth and Tenth 
Regiments went on to serve with Teddy 
Roosevelt and the "Rough Riders" during the 
Spanish-American War. 

Buffalo Soldiers played a key role in the 
development of the West even though they 
fought and labored under a veil of anonymity, 
prejudice from citizenry and hostility from 
Indians who opposed settlers from the East. 
They helped to maintain law and order and to 
pursue outlaws, cattle thieves and even Mexi
can revolutionaries. 

The Buffalo Soldier era ended in 1952 with 
the integration of the Ninth and Tenth Cav
alry, 86 years after their commissioning and 
after they had become two of the most highly 
decorated units in U.S. military history. 



DEDICATION TO CAUSE 

Cleveland Jordan, Past National Commander of the DAV shared the following story with a group 
he was speaking to some time ago. He stated that to him, it truly illustrates what we risk losing 
if we are not dedicated to our cause --the cause of looking out after each other. The story takes 
the form of a series of letters written by a soldier to his parents. 

"Dear Mom and Dad. The war is done, my task is through, and Mom, there is something 
I must ask of you. I have a friend, Oh such a friend, he has no home you see. And so Mom, 
I would really like to bring him home with me." 

"Dear Son. Do not be afraid to bring him home with you. Perhaps he could stay for a day or 
two." 

"Dear Mom and Dad. But Mom, he is not just a friend. He is like a brother, too. That is why 
I want him home with us, and like a son to you. Before you give your answer, Mom, I really 
don't want to beg, but my friend in battle was recently wounded, and also lost his leg." 

"Dear Son. It hurts me so much to say, the answer must be no. For Dad and I have no time 
for a boy who is crippled so." 

So months went by and a letter came. It said their son had died. When they read the cause 
of death, the shock was suicide. 

Days Ia~ when the casket came, draped in flag of our country, they saw their son lying there 

+ Without an arm 
+ and without a leg 

Clearly, this is a story of tragedy. It expresses a gross error in human judgment. Let us neverforget 
the American Veteran and the sacrifices he or she has made to keep this country free. 
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