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"From the Director's Desk" 

As this newsletter goes to press, we are anx
iously awaiting the official opening of the "brand 
spanking new'' Richard Michael Campbell State 
Veterans Nursing home in Anderson County. I 
am sure that every veteran who will be admit
ted to this magnificent facility starting March 4, 
1991, is excited about it. I am also sure that 
every South Carolinian can be justly proud of 
the facility and the care it will provide for our 
veterans. 

This opening marks the culmination of many 
years of hard work by a lot of people in the 
political, government and private sectors. Each 
and every one of them deserves credit and 
praise for their part, without which this dream 
would not have become a reality. 

I especially want to thank Governor Campbell 
and ex-Governor Riley for their part, as well as 
the South Carolina General Assembly for rec
ognizing the need for a facility such as this and 
appropriating the necessary funds for the con
struction and operation of the nursing home. 

A special thanks goes to the Department of 
Mental Health for their enormous contribution 
in the planning and construction, and who will 
operate the nursing home. Our hats are off to 
Mr. John Solomon and Mr. Tommy Gatch of 
Mental Health who worked so hard on the 
contr~ct proposal. Thanks to their efforts, the 
care giVen at the Campbell Nursing Home will 
be second to none. Their dedication was truly 
"Above and Beyond the call of duty". 

I particularly want to thank the Veterans Serv
ice Organizations whose help and efforts made 
the dedication of the nursing home such a 
spectacular event. 
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In the next four months, some 88 veterans will 
be admitted to the nursing home. After that, 
additional wings of 44 beds each, will be opened 
as the budget allows. Hopefully, there will be 
enou~h funds available so that all of the re
mairung 132 beds will be opened during the 
1991-92 Fiscal Year. 

* * * * * 

OPERATION DESERT STORM 

As the world watches and waits, there is still 
uncertainty as to when or if an all out ~round 
war will be necessary to remove the Iraq1 forces 
from Kuwait. All of us in veterans work realize 
the ramifications of such a ground war. Should 
this occur, we will all be called upon to assist the 
casualties and comfort and assist the survivors. 

We have been advised by U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs Regional Office that the 
Veterans Services DiVIsion will be the coordi
nating office for all Desert Storm claims. All 
claims should be clearly identified as such so 
proper tracking procedures can be instituted. 
Hopefully, these procedures will not be neces
~ary and all our service men and women serving 
m the gulf region can be reunited with their 
families and loved ones in the very near future. 

The phone number for the Desert Storm Coor
dinator in the Regional Office is 765-5391. The 
FAX number is 765-5392. Mr. Bill Mercadal 
has been designated as the coordinator. 



February 4, 1991 marked the first day of work 
for the newest addition to our staff. Ms. Lynne 
Hudson came aboard as an Administrative 
Assistant. Lynne brings to the job a wealth of 
knowledge and experience in the administative 
and legislative areas. She will also be providing 
some sorely needed assistance for this newslet
ter. 

* * * WELCOME ABOARD * * * 

CVAONEWS 

The National Judge Advocate of National 
Association of County Veterans Service Offi
cers, Inc. has filed the necessary documents for 
the incorporation of the National Association. 
The certificate of incorporation was filed with 
the New York State Department of State after 
receiving approvals from the New York State 
Attorney General and Supreme Court. The 
National Association is incorporated in the 
State of New York, County of Ontario, as a 
Type B, Not for Profit Corporation. 

$$$ COMP COlA APPROVED$$$ 

The Senate approved and the President has 
signed le~islation providing for a 5.4 percent 
increase m disability compensation and de
pendents indemnity compensation effective 
January 1, 1991. The Senate approved the bill 
99-0 on January 24, one day after the House 
approved an identical bill 421-0. The legisla
tive increase, which affects 2.1 million disabled 
veterans and survivors, is expected to be in
cluded in checks received in April. 

VETERANS BUDGET CUTS 

In the last issue of the Palmetto Vets Gazette, 
we reported the changes that the Budget Rec
onciliation Act of 1990 had on compensation 
and pension benefits. The following is a partial 
list of the effects of that Act on medical bene
fits. 

* Veterans will have to make a $2.00 co
payment fee for prescription medicine. 
Prescriptions for service-connected condi
tions and veterans rated 50 percent or more 
will be exempt. 
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* Medical care for non-service connected 
conditions will be charged to private insur
ance companies even if the veteran has a 
separate service-connected condition. 

* Limited income veterans receiving non
service connected hospital care will have to 
make the same Medicare co-payment now 
required of higher income veterans. This 
eliminates the distinctions between category 
C and category B veterans. 

* Veterans receiving non-service connected 
hospital care will be required to pay $10.00 
per day for hospital care and $5.00 per day 
for nursing home care. 

The Secretary of the Navy has honored our 
State by scheduling the commissioning of an 
Aegis Class Cruiser, the U.S.S. Cowpens, at the 
Charleston Navy Base on March 9, 1991. The 
hallowed naval tradition of a commissioning 
ceremony, particularly for a $950 million man
of-war, has special significance which gener
ates national interest, pride and commitment. 
Moreover, in the case of the U.S.S. Cowpens, 
we are recognizin~ in a most impressive way, 
the valor and sacrifice of the men who fought 
and won a major battle during the Revolution
ary War in Cowpens, South Carolina on Janu
ary 17, 1781. 

The U.S.S. Cowpens is scheduled to arrive in 
Charleston on March 1, 1991 from it's sea trials 
for a "scrub down", and again put to sea on 
March 9, 1991. 

FEDERALVAGRANTEDACCESSTO 
IRS DATA 
The Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990 has 
given the US Department of Veterans Affairs 
access to Internal Revenue Service Income 
Data to permit verification of a veteran's in
come in non-service connected pension cases. 

The act also requires the USDV A to provide 
the veteran with written notice that they are 
accessing IRS Income Data on that claim. 



NFWCHAMPUSHANDBOOK 

CHAMPUS has published a new CHAMPUS 
handbook, written for families of active duty, 
retired and deceased members of the uniformed 
services. Completely updated, the handbook is 
140 pages written in everyday language for 
eligible participants. 

The handbook has the latest information about 
the basic CHAMPUS program's benefits and 
procedures. It discusses the uniformed serv
Ices, Active Duty Dependents Dental Plan and 
CHAMPV A. It also lists military medical fa
cilities worldwide. 

Families of reservists called to active duty dur
ing the current Middle East crisis may be eli
gible for additional benefits through CHAM
PUS. For family members to be eligible, the 
reservist must possess orders to serve on active 
duty for more than 30 consecutive days. 

To get your copy of the 1990 CHAMPUS 
Handbook write: 

OCHAMPUS 
Aurora, CO 80045-6900 

OPERATION DESERT STORM - 24 
HOUR TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

It is the policy of the Department of Defense 
and a long standing military practice to provide 
personal notification to the next-of-kin of service
members who are casualties of war. Families of 
service personnel participating in Operation 
Desert Storm may call one of the following 
numbers to obtain information of a general 
nature. 

* U.S. Army- General Info: 1-800-614-0739 

* U.S. Air Force- General Info: 1-800-253-
9276 

* U.S. Navy- General Info: 1-800-732-1206 
Immediate Family: 1-800-255-3808 

* U.S. Marine Corps- Immediate Family: 1-
800-523-2694 

* U.S. Coast Guard- Immediate Family: 1-
800-283-8724 

To expedite requests for information about 

individuals, callers should be able to provide 
the correct spelling of the servicemember's last 
name and as much other pertinent information 
as possible such as rank, social security number 
and military unit. A Military Postal Service 
Agency phone line is also available. The number 
is 1-703-325-8869/9054. Military families who 
have questions or complaints about mail serv
ice to personnel in the Gulf Region should use 
this number. These lines are only answered 
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

AMENDMENT TO RATING 
SCHEDULE 
In response to a General Accounting Office 
study, The U.S. Department of Veterans Af
fairs has amended the Schedule for Rating 
Disabilities to define marginal employment in 
consideration of total disability ratings based 
on individual unemployability. Accordingly, 38 
CFR Part 4, Paragraph 16 titled, "Total Dis
ability Ratings for Compensation Based on 
IndiVIdual Unemployabiho/ of the Individual" 
has been amended by addmg the following to 
paragraph (a) of that section: 

It is provided further that the existence 
or de~ree of nonservice-connected dis
abilities or previous unemployability 
status will be disregarded where the 
percentages referred to in this para
~raph for the service-connected disabil
Ity or disabilities are met and in the 
judgement of the ratin~ agency such 
service-connected disabihties render the 
veteran unemployable. Marginal em
ployment shall not be considered sub
stantially gainful employment. For 
purposes of this section, marginal em
ployment generally will be deemed to 
exist when a veteran's earned annual 
income does not exceed the amount 
established by the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Bureau of the Census, as 
the poverty threshold for one person. 
Marginal employment may also be held 
to exist, on a facts found basis (includes 
but is not limited to employment in a 
protected environment such as a family 
business or sheltered workshop), when 
earned annual income exceeds the pov
erty threshold. Consideration shall be 
given in all claims to the nature of the 
employment and the reason for termi
nation. 
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SERVICE ORGANIZATION NEWS 

The American Legion recently announced ex
panded eligibilty for membership as a result of 
charter changes approved by the Congress and the 
President. In addition to World War I and II, 
Korea and Vietnam, service during the Lebanon/ 
Grenada era, August 24, 1982 to July 31, 1984, 
and the Panama crisis, December 20, 1989 to 
January 31, 1990 qualifies for membership. 

NEW DVA INSURANCE HOT LINE 

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs has 
instituted a new hot line telephone number for 
those individuals who may have questions con
cerning their DV A insurance. 

The number is 1-800-669-8577. Individuals may 
call at any time. There is a recording system for 
calls received after normal working hours and on 
weekends. 

TIMBERWOLVES REUNION 

The 46th Reunion for World War II veterans of the 
104th Infantry Division (Timberwolf) will be at 
the Marriott Hotel (Copley Place), Boston, MA, 
from August 26, 1991 through September 2, 1991. 
For more information, contact George L. Katz, 
126 Den Quarry Road, Lynn, MA 01904. Tele
phone: 1-617-595-2517. 

TIPS IN CHAMPUS CLAIMS 

When submitting a claim to a CHAMPUS proces
sor, submit one copy of all documents in an 
organized fashion. 

Small documents such as prescription bills should 
be attached to sheets of paper, making it easier for 
the processor to disassemble the package. 

Do not check the box on the claim form that 
request "other insurance" information if the insur
ance is actually a CHAMPUS supplement. 

Supplements pay benefits only after CHAMPUS 
has paid. The "other insurance" are policies like 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield that pay before 
CHAMPUS has paid. 

Should you indicate "other insurance" when in 
fact you have a supplemental policy, processing 
could be delayed while CHAMPUS waits for a 
non-existent "other insurance" plan to pay its 
share. 

If the CHAMPUS claim processor writes asking 
for additional information, return a copy of that 
letter along with your response, or at least refer to 
the claim number in your response. 

Using these common sense suggestions can help 
speed up the processing of CHAMPUS claims. 
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