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''From the Director's Desk"
The Summer of l990 has seen a great dea~ of activity in the
South Carolina Department of Veterans Affairs. We have· done some
renovations in the main office in the Edgar A • . Browh building
which will enhance the service we provide to our veterans. · We
apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused.
We are very grateful to both the U.S. Department of Veterans
· Affairs and our state Legislature for their efforts in funding
and building our new State Veterans Nursing Home.
We are indeed
fortunate to have this fine facility and are looking forward to
Wednesday, November 14, 1990 at 2:00 pm, when we will dedicate
this facili~y and recognize Sergeant Richard Michael Campbell for
the sacrif:lce he made when he gave his life in the Republic of
Vietnam defending the principles that this great nation of ours
was built upon,
and in whose memory, this magnificent facility
will be named.

* * * * *
Legislation to grant Purple Heart eligibility to World War
I, II and Korean Conflict prisoners of war who were disabled due
to their captivity has been introduced by Senator John Kerry (DMass).
POW's from those wars who were injured during their
captivity are not eligible for Purple Heart citations, although
President Kennedy extended eligibility to such POW's after April
25, 1962.
"Prisoners of war have suffered greatly as a result of their
servide and dedication to our nation," Kerry said.
The Kerry legislation would change the language of President
Kennedy's executive order to include those who were taken
prisoner and held captiye on or before April 25, 1962.
Similar
legislation has been filed in the House of Representatives.

SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS NEWS
~ugust 2, 1990 was the first duty day for the department's
newest employee, Mr. Stanley E. Thornburgh.
Stan comes to us
after 32 years of military service in the u.s. Army.
A Command
Sergeant Major, his last duty assignment was as the Post Sergeant
Major at Fort Jackson.
We are confident that his past
experiences will aid him ~reatly in the pursuit of his duties as
Claims Representative. ** WELCOME ABOAQD ***

* * * * *
AGENT ORANGE UPDATE
The United States District Court for the Eastern District
of New York established the Agent Orange Payment Program as a
result of the settlement of a class action lawsuit by Vietnam
veterans and their families against certain chemical companies
which supplies herbicides used in the u.s. war effort in Vietnam.
Federal District Judge Jack B. Weinstein has made three
modifications to the Agent Orange Payment Program because if
recommendations submitted to the court and in light of over a
years' experience in processing claims.
The first modification removed the filing deadline for
applications of March 1, 1989 or 120 days after becoming a
veteran becomes disabled or dies.
Now all applications must be
filed before December 31, 1994, when the Payment Program will
cease operation.
The second modification changed the criteria for distribution of funds to survivors of a deceased veteran, and is
retroactive. The new order for eligible survivors is:
1. Surviving spouse
2. Dependent children, if there is no surv1v1ng spouse
3. Parents, if there is no surviving children
4. Children over age 19, if there are no surviving parents
5. Siblings (brothers or sisters)
The third modification provided veterans who had been
issued a payment as of November 15, 1989, more up front money by
making a second payment to them in December 1989.
This second
payment will reduce future annual payments to these veterans.
For addi tiona! information,
Payment Program at 1-800-225-4712.

contact

the Agent

Orange

S~I2VIC~ ()f2t7~1ZATI()~ ~~WS

Shortly after last months'edition of the Palmetto Vets
Gazette went to press, the Veterans of Foreign Wars announced
that Mr. James K. Davis had been selected as the new Department
Adjutant.
The American Ex-Prisoners of War will hold elections at their
1990 convention next month in Charleston. We will publish their
list of officers in our next newsletter.

* * * * *
$$$$$INDIANA VETERAN BONUS REINSTATED$$$$$
The Indiana Legislature recently voted 98 to 0 to reinstate
the Vietnam Veterans Bonus.
The original Vietnam Bonus expired
on March 28, 1976. The new bonus was reinstated on July 1, 1990
and will be in effect for 18 months.
The reinstated law gives veterans a second chance to apply
for bonus monies ranging from $200 to $600.
In all cases, the
veteran must have been a resident of the State of Indiana for at
least six months preceding enlistment, induction, or call to
active duty. Information on the bonus can be obtained by calling
or writing the Indiana Department of Veterans Affairs.
The
address is:

GI BILL UPDATE

* * * * *

~eterans who were eligible for benefits under the Chapter 34
education program (old GI Bill) and have remaining entitlement as
of December 31, 1989, and have served on active duty continuously
from October 19, 1984 until at least June 30, 1988, can apply for
Chapter 34 benefits which will be converted to Chapter 30
(Montgomery GI Bill) if approved.
Also, veterans discharged
after June 30, 1985 and before June 30, 1988 for a service
connected disability, hardship or convenience of the government,
with an honorable discharge, can apply for Chapter 30 benefits.
Veterans applying for benefits on VA Form 22-1990 must check
blocks 11A and 11C to indicate that they are applying for both
Chapter 30 and 34 programs.
Veterans using VA Form 22-1990V
should write "also applying for Chapter 30 benefits" at the top
of the form above the title - Application . for Program of
Education or Training.

Harold R. Blaine
3519 Wasatch Drive
Redding, California
I am your flag, thirteen stripes of red and white with fifty stars on a field of blue. A lady
named Betsy Ross made the first representation of me as the flag you know today. There were
only thirteen stars in my field of blue in those days. As each new state was admitted to your
nation, one more star was added.
I have lived for more than 200 years and have been part of the struggle and growth of your
nation. I have been carried into and through every battle in which your nation has ever been
involved. I was at Fort McHenry during the War of 1812 and felt shrapnel tear at my very
fabric, but I survived and waved proudly in the rockets' red glare.
With love I have draped my protecting folds around your sons and daughters who gave their
last full measure of devotion to the country they loved that you might continue to enjoy the
fruits and benefits of freedom.
In more recent decades I went to the moon and am there planted as a monument to the
skill, technical ability, and courage of your sons and daughters toward the cause of science and
human endeavor.
It saddens me that there are a few citizens of your nation who have so little regard for me
and what I stand for that they bum me and spit on me because I haven't been for them all they
thought I should be. For those few my true meaning is lost to their selfishness and anger. This
is a shame because I am for most Americans a symbol of the democracy they seek to improve
upon and work for toward its continued well-being.
Yes, I am your flag, and I fly proudly over you and your nation. I am the visible
representation of the land of the free and the home of the brave. Even more than this, I am the
beacon of hope lighting the path of freedom for all of the oppressed people of the world.
In view of the grave disservice done me by the Supreme Court of your nation, I would
strongly favor protection from desecration and so be retained and preserved as the symbol of
freedom and democracy.

I am not just a piece of cloth!
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