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ANNUAL REPORT
To His Excellency, the Governor, and the Honorable General
Assmnbly of the State of South Carolina, Session 1950.
The rapidly increasing importance of South Carolina's marine fisheries industry makes this annual report a potentially
important document to anyone interested in this State, its fisheries, and in the improvement of legislation needed to further
the fisheries industry.
The Board respectfully submits the annual report, which is
in four sections: Section I, Advisory Committee; Section II, Law
Enforcement; Section III, Fisheries, and, Section IV, Bears
Bluff Laboratories.

I
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
The naming of an Advisory Committee has given representative members of all phases of the State's fisheries industry an
opportunity to confer on friendly terms with the board at regular intervals. The group meets four times a year with the board
and already has proven itself a valuable addition to the state's
fisheries.
Initially composed of members of the state's commercial fisheries the Committee was enlarged during November to include
Thomas W. Perry, of Charleston, as a special representative of
the state's sport fishermen.
In addition to Mr. Perry, the following members comprise the
Committee: Sterling G. Harris, Beaufort, crab meat packer;
Rene Cathou, Georgetown, shad and shrimp distributor; Hugh ·
McGinn, Little River, Shrimper; Keith Powers, Y onge's Island,
oyster packer; Walter L. Shaffer, Charleston, wholesaler; Harold
Fripp, Walterboro, shad and sturgeon handler; Edward Eugene
Sheppard, Beaufort, shrimper; ,J. S. Graves, Jr., Bluffton, oyster packer; and G. Robert Lunz, Jr., biologist, director of the
Bears Bluff Laboratories.
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II

LAW ENFORCEMENT
The Board feels it has done a satisfactory job with the available personnel and equipment. South Carolina's active fisheries
law enforcement officials are pitifully small in number when
compared with those in other seaboard states. However, the
·Board's major problem has not been that of making arrests but
of obtaining sufficiently heavy fines on convictions to discourage
habitual law violations.
One trawler operator, charged with illegal trawling inside a
coastal bay, cheerfully paid his $25 fine and remarked to a friend
that he could easily continue to violate the law as long as the
fines continued that light.
Regarding personnel, the Board feels that all of its law enforcement officers should be completely under its jurisdiction.
This jurisdiction, in order to be effective, should include their
appointments, tenure of office and salaries.
An additional patrol boat and the appropriation of funds sufficient to hire an airplane would greatly increase the efficiency
of law enforcement activities. The single patrol boat now in
operation was purchased more than two years ago through a
special grant from the Budget Commission. It already has paid
for itself several times in fines and other revenues derived from
its use.
During the fiscal year 1948-49 inspectors brought 343 cases
into trial courts. Of these, 177 were found guilty, 89 not guilty,
two were suspended and 75 now are pending appeal to higher
court.
The Board is pleased to report that the year was closed with
a total receipt of $58,446.06 from taxes, fines and license fees.
Since the operation budget amounted to $45,868.06, a surplus
over operating costs of $12,578 is indicated.
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Ill
FISHERIES
1.

SHRIMP

Shrimping, by virtue of the weight and value of the annual
catch, has become the largest fisheries industry and one of the
state's more important resources.
Some 24,000,000 pounds of shrimp were caught during the
year.
vVhen deheaded and prepared for market, this catch
weighed 11,845,700 pounds, valued at approximately $5,000,000.
The average price for the year was good. The values cited are
only the actual values. Consumer cost-value would include the
costs of processing, shipping, retailing and marketing.
The harvesting of the state's shrimp crop requires huge capital and equipment investments. The total capitalized value cannot
be calculated accurately. The actual costs of fishing vessels
alone, however, indicate the value of this industry to the state.
Some 600 trawlers operated in state waters during the year.
A conservative average value of $5,000 would show a $3,000,000
investment in boats alone. The value of wharves, buildings,
fishing gear, trucks and other equipment used directly in the
harvesting, when added to the trawler cost, places the industry's
total value much higher.

2.

OYSTERS .

The situation here is practically unchanged Slow increases
in production, after the war years' low figures, are almost offset
by the decreased yields in oyster meats · from a bushel of shell
oysters.
The Board feels that the State cannot continue to depend entirely upon its wild oyster crop to keep the industry going. Cultivation is essential. Commercial oystermen realize this and
have made serious efforts lately to improve quality and quantity
production through cultivation practices. Much more work is
needed, however.
Oysters, of all the marine fisheries, may more easily be improved through scientifically proven cultivation methods. The Board
is pleased to report that the Bears Bluff Laboratories is doing
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much research o:f this type. A research project to determine the
best time o:f the year :for re-planting oyster shell is currently o:f
particular interest.
The Laboratories insist that it is too early to draw definite
conclusions but indications are that it may be beneficial to the
state's oyster industry to plant shell later in the season than has
been customary.
Following a study o:f the various state's methods o:f leasing
oyster bottoms, the Board has concluded that South Carolina's
system is better than those practiced in most neighboring states.
There now are 4,281 acres o:f oyster bottoms leased to commercial
operators. The Board :feels that more and more so-called public
lands should be leased to oyster packers.
The Board recommends repeal o:f the law permitting individuals to gather two bushels o:f oysters a week :from leased lands.
Non-licensed and individual gatherers o:f oysters should be restricted to public lands. Commercial operators are not easily
encouraged in the cultivation o:f leased lands i:f these are open to
the public who, in general, are not interested in developing oyster
beds but only in gathering oysters.
Many complainants say that individuals and commercial operators are "robbing" and "depleting" oyster beds. It must be
pointed out that oyster beds, not under lease or privately owned
through direct grant, are public lands and open to anyone, individual or commercial gatherer.

3.

SHAD

Shad :fishing has nearly disappeared in the state. Some 20,000
pounds were harvested last year as compared with the 1880 harvest o:f 5,600,000 pounds. Over-fishing, pollution and a natural
decline o:f the species, presumably, accounts :for this loss.
The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service now has a large appropriation :for a study o:f the shad :fisheries o:f the Atlantic seaboard.
It is hoped that some o:f this work may be carried out in the state
and that the study may result in a revival o:f this once important
industry.

4.

MENHADEN

While other areas have reported declines, South Carolina's
menhaden catches have remained almost constant since 1945.
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Despite this, however, the State's only menhaden processing plant
has closed down. Its operators report it is more economical to
transport their South Carolina catch to other states for processing.

5.

CRABS

The crab industry continued its steady income return. Some
$375,000 worth of crabs were caught and processed during the
year.

6.

CLAMS

The clam fisheries remain unproductive and undeveloped while
conflicting reports are received as to abundance. However,
Bears Bluff Laboratories Contribution No. 6 (in pamphlet
form)*, gives an excellent summary of the situation. This agency's reports indicate an inventory survey will be made if funds
are available.
The Board feels that some changes should be made in the
State's laws on clams. There seems no sound reason for the outof-state shipping prohibition of Code Section 3355. The tax of
10 cents a bushel seems too high. Since the returns to the State
from this tax is infinitesimal, a reduction to five cents a bushel
might give some encouragement to the industry.
The Board is not certain that the closed season on clams from
May 1-0ctober 1 is necessary. Indications are that our clams
spawn the year-round and therefore do not benefit from a closed
season. The Board feels it should be allowed to change this
closed season to conform with sound biological principles and
the maximum wise usage of this resource.

7.

EXPLORATORY RESEARCH

A recent exploratory study off the North Carolina coast by
that state's Institute of Fisheries Research, has resulted in the
discovery of new fishing grounds. · Roy Hampton, Chairman of
the N. C. Department of Conservation and Development, said
that commercial fishermen already have taken more than 1,000*Available on request from Bears Bluff Laboratories, Wadmalaw
Island, S. C.
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000 pounds from these new grounds during the short period since
the department recommended their use.
The Board long has realized that South Carolina fishermen
need and desire similar investigations off our coast. It has been
hopeful that Bears Bluff Laboratories could undertake such a
survey, which, however, would be extremely expensive and would
require a large appropriation.
With considerable interest and pleasure, the Board announces
that, through the effort of its representatives to the Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries commission, the cooperation of the U. S.
Fish and "'iVildlife service has been obtained. There now is proposed a program of off-shore research for the South Atlantic
States which, if carried out, should be as beneficial to South
Carolina's fishermen as to North Carolina state program has been
to that state's fishermen.

8.

SPORTS FISHING

Sports fishing along the entire coast for the year has been
reported as being good. Good catches have been made of channel
bass, drum, sheephead, winter trout, spot, blue fish and rock fish.
Presumably, it is a mere coincidence that this good year of sports
fishing comes at a time when the State has had the largest number of licensed trawlers operating in its waters.

IV

BEARS BLUFF LABORATORIES
For the first time, South Carolina this year (1949-1950) has
supported fisheries research by appropriating $18,000 to Bears
Bluff Laboratories. The Board is most encouraged by this move.
Bears Bluff Laboratories is well suited to do research work
and give technical advice, without which the fisheries cannot
develop. Since its establishment in 1946, through the generosity
of the late H. J ermain Slocum, the Laboratories has developed
into a valuable adjunct to the State.
Supported by contributions from far-seeing citizens and by
appropriations from Charleston county, the Laboratories has
·done outstanding work under the leadership of a well-qualified
board of trustees. With the proper financial support from the
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State, it should go far to alleviate the needs of the fisheries industry for sound basic research.
Director of the Laboratories is G. Robert Lunz, Jr., well known
as a fisheries biologist. Recently he received national recognition
in being awarded the Guggenheim Memorial. Fellowship for
1949-50.
Under his leadership, the Laboratories has carried out the
aims of its founders in the encouragement and development of
marine resources in the State through education, study and research. Its facilities are used, and have been used, by scientists,
not only from South Carolina, but from many others of the
United States and from foreign countries, all to the benefit of
South Carolina's fisheries.
The State's support of Bears Bluff Laboratories has made
available the opportunity of using a well-equipped marine biological laboratory station whose physical plant alone is valued at
more than $30,000 and whose library on marine fisheries is by far
the best in the State.
Bears Bluff is, and has been, devoting most of its time to the
study of oyster cultiv~tion, but also is interested in, and actively
engaged in, other marine biological research.
Naturally it takes some time for the tree of research to bear
fruit, but Bears Bluff Laboratories already has proven itself
practical in aiding the State Board of Fisheries in its endeavor
to insure the maximum wise utilization of the marine resources
of South Carolina.
Respectfully submitted,
A. H. DuPre, Chairman
H. V. Edwards
D. Fred Parker
C. L. Young
LeRoy B. Attaway

