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REPORT

To his Ewcellency, John G. Richards, Governor, and the Hon-
orable General Assembly of South Carolina:

The Board of Fisheries respectfully submit their annual re-
port for the year 1929 as required by law.

SCOPE OF WORK

About twenty-two years ago the South Carolina General As-
sembly, realizing the need for the proper supervision and de-
velopment of coastal fisheries in South Carolina, created what
is known as the State Board of Fisheries, and clothed it with
certain jurisdiction pertaining to commercial fisheries in salt
and tidal waters. At various times during these twenty-two
years, for many reasons, the work has failed to carry on activi-
ties properly belonging to the Board of Fisheries. These rea-
sons involve many points, including failure of appropriations,
local opposition, and a general lack of recognition of the value
of the work to be done. During recent years the Legislature
has been more liberal with the appropriations, has passed pro-
tective legislation, and today it seems that the Board of Fish-
eries will be allowed to develop a most wonderful natural re-
source in the coastal waters of the State which will furnish
employment to thousands of people, and which should eventu-
ally bring into the State a large revenue.

Under the present laws, the Board has general supervision
of all commercial salt waters and tidal fishing along the South
Carolina seacoast from the Savannah River on the south to the
North Carolina line on the north. Included in the regulatory
powers of the Board may be enumerated the supervision of the
catching or taking for commercial purposes, oysters, clams,
crabs, terrapin, etc., and crustacean, such as shrimp, ete. It is
the duty of the Board to enforce all the laws dealing with the
catching of such products of the sea and tidal water, including
the enforcement of open and closed season, tackling regulations
and enforcement of the tax laws on various fishing activities.







































