




THE gHARLE~TON ORPHAN HOU~E. 

CHARLESToN, S.C., January, 1894. 

To the Hon. JOHN F. FICKEN, 
Mayor of Charleston : 

DEAR SIR: 'fhe Board of CommissionArs of the Charles
ton Orphan House respectfully submit their reports for the 
year terminating December 31, 1893: 

On a"ccount of the recent death of Mr. Jacob Small, the 
late Chairman, the duty of presenting the Annual Report 
of this Institution devolves upon me as his successor. I 
here present statement of receipts and expenditures for year 
1893, with reports of the various Standing Committees : 

GEO. W. WILLIAMS, 
Chairman Board Commissioners 

Charleston Orphan House . 

. Statement of the Receipts and Expendit-ures of the Charleston 
Orphan House for the year ending December 31, 1893. 

RECEIPTS. 

To amount received from interest on Public Fund. $9,028 24 
To amount received from Commissioners' Trust 

Fund ........... . 
'l'o balance from City Council . . . . . . • . 

2,588 75 
12,979 30 

$24,596 29 



ExPENDITURES. 

By amount expended as per monthly Returns to 
City Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . $21,307 54 

By amount paid to City Treasurer for Physician's 
Salary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 700 00 

By amount expended from Commissioners' Trust 
Fund as per Return to City Council . . . 2,588 75 

$24,596 29 

E. MONTAGUE GRIMKE, 
Secretary C. C. 0. H. 

THE COMMITTEE ON SCHOOLS. 

The Committee to whom was charged the general super
vision of the Schools in their varied departments, present 
this their Annual Report : 

STATISTICAL. 

Highest number on Register during the year : 
Boys, 123-Girls, 129-Total . . 252 

Average attendance: 
Boys, 118....:_Girls, 114-Total . . 232 

Admitted: 
Boys, 23-Girls, 22-Total . 45 

Discharged : 
Boys, 11-Girls, 10-Total 21 

The operations of the School since the last report have 
been conducted with uniform regularity, and it gives your 
Committee great pleasure to announce that, except for cause, 
no interruption has occurred in the whole year's tuition. 
The zeal and interest exhibited by the teachers have been 
ably seconded by the hearty willingness with which the 

• 



9 
tJ 

pupils of all ages have united with them, thus showing 
that their work has been duly appreciated by the children, 
whose duty it is theirs to train morally and intellectually. 

The studies embrace Reading, Writing, Orthography, 
Arithmetic, (Mental and Practical,) Common School and 
Physical Geography, Ancient and Modern History, Familiar 
Science, Physiology, Grammar, Book-keeping, Vocal and 
Instrumental Music. 

The Kindergarten now numbers 71, a Class of 31 having 
been promoted from this department to the Primary ; and 
a Class of 19 boys ar..d girls, too old for the Kindergarten, 
some not knowing and others barely knowing their alpha
bet, were, by the special attention of one of the older 
teachers, sufficiently advanced to be placed in the 5th and 
6th Classes. 

Your Committee are impressed with the results obtained 
from the combined labors, perseverance and patience, both 
of the teachers and children, as exhibited in the methods 
adopted for the training and development of the youthful 
minds committed to their care. When it is considered, the 
sources from which the material is gathered, the constant 
changes, both by withdrawal and admission, that are taking 
place, it is astonishing to observe the steady, upward and pro
gressive improvement that is yearly the subject of universal 
comment, not only of this Board, but of hundreds of annual 
visitors who always go away from our weekly exhibitions, 
enthusiastic and with praise, richly deserved by those, the 
fruits of whose labors reflect such honor upon this ancient 
Institution. It is in the school that the foundations are 
laid, upon which, in the future, the superstructure is to be 
built. Here habits are formed, method instituted, the tone, 
both moral and intellectual, elevated, and the boy or girl 
at least equipped with some of the paraphernalia necessary 
for a successful combat in life. But for this fea.ture in this 
old Institution, the return made by the generosity of its 
benefactors, and the paternal care of the city, would be null 
and void; and those who leave its walls, trained as they are, 
morally. and intellectually, pay a thousand fold in return 
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by being good citizens, and in their respective day and 
generation reflecting honor upon themselves and the home 
of their nativity. 

Your Committee would especially call the attention of the 
Board to the successful exhibition made by the children of 
their culture and perfectness in music and recitation last 
May in the Chapel. All who witnessed and heard them on 
that occasion, were loud in their praise of its merits; and 
too much cannot be said in behalf of those whose untiring 
labors and zeal contributed to that end. A more general 
·and widespread know ledge upon the part of our citizens as 
to what a great work is being carried on in our midst, may 
excite a wider interest. 

In the month of December, the school was visited by 
the Hon. Mr. Everett, of Massachusetts, a member of 
Congress, and at the time a guest of -the New England 
Society of Char leeton. Your Committee, in conjunction with 
the Chairman, and Prof. W. H. Schaeffer, of the Charleston 
High School, accompanied him. Mr. Everett's address was 
timely, eloquent and impressive, and the high tone taken 
by the speaker marle a lasting impression upon the youthful 
minds to whom his remarks were addressed. 'l'he Board 
has, by official action, recognizt>d the kindness and conside
ration of the distinguished orator, and it is hoped that iL the 
future more opportunities may be presented, of a similar 
kind, which will serve to enrich the minds of the children. 

Viewed from any aspect, your Committee are convinced 
of the great value of the school training; and independent 
of any moral or Christian obligation, the mere fact that, 
without its influence, the hundreds who leave these walls 
would, perhaps, in after life, be a burden to us, and even 
inmates of alms houses and hospitals-would be a sufficient 
argument for our continued fostering care and patronage. 
It is an exception when, in after life, we hear now anything 
derogatory to a Cl~arleston Orphan House boy or girl. 

Your Committee, while according all praise to each and 
every teacher, cannot conclude their report, without 
special mention of the untiring energy, zeal an,d ability 



5 

of the Principal of the School, Mif's A. K. Irving. Iri 
addition to her successful management as Superintendent 
of this noble charity, with which you are familiar, she com
bines those ever-faithful qualities, and executive attributes 
in this department, which is certainly a monument to her 
talent and ability. 

Proofs are not wanting in the past, nor will they·be in the 
future, from many, of the good accomplished. 

J. S. BUIST, } Committee 
VIRGIL C. DIBBLE, on 
FRANCIS J. PELZER, Schools. 

COMMITTEE ON LIBRARY. 

CHARLESTON, S.C., Jan. 4th, 1894. 

To the Board of Commissioners Charleston Orphan House: . 
Your Committee on Library respectfully asks to report 

that there are now in the Library, 3,497 Vols. 
Of these 143 Vols. were secured with the $75 recently 

appropriated from the Private Fund. Five unbound books 
and fourteen pamphlets have also been added during the 
year. 

During the year the children have drawn out 3,053 vol
umes ; thus you will see the Library is very popular, and 
is used by the children for, not only pleasure, but instruc
tion. They read during the summer months, under the 
direction and guidance of their teachers. 

It appears to your Committee that this · is quite an im
portant branch in this Institution and should receive all 
the attention that can be given to it. If possible an ap
propriation should be made each year with the view of in
creasing the number of volumes, by the addition of new 
books by worthy authors. The selection of the volumes 
purchased with the $75 above referred to, was left to the 
able Superintendent who has performed this duty ·as she 
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does so many others, to the benefit of the house and satis
faction of those in whose charge you placed this responsi
bility. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GEO. H. TUCKER, Chairman. 
T. A. WILBUR. 

THE BINDING OUT COMMITTEE. 

CHARLESTON ORPHAN HousE, December 30th, 1893. 

The Binding Out Committee submit the following as 
their annual report. 

There have been admitted to the House during the year 
16 girls and 25 boys-total 41. There have been dis
charged 10 girls and 14 boys -total 24. Of those discharged 
20 have been taken out by relatives, and are now under 
their care ; two boys have been bound out to learn the gro
cery business, and for two girls homes have been found in 

· good families. 
Respectfully submitted, 

VIRGIL C DIBBLE, 
GEO. H. TUCKER. 
Binding Out Committee. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PURVEYANCE. 

CHARLESTON, S. C., January 5th, 1894. 

The Committee ori Purveyance beg leave to submit their 
Annual Report of Expenditures for the Charleston Orphan 
House for the year ending December 31st, 1893: 
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LBS. 

Fresh Meat . . . . .. 27,170 
Bacon, ham and other 

$1,599 46 

salt meats 
Coffee . .. 
Cocoa Shells 
Rice 
Butter 
Cottolene 
'fea .. . 
Sugar .. . 
Molasses .. 
Flour. . . 
Irish Potatoes 
Sweet Potatoes 
Bread .... 
Milk. 
Corn and Peas . 

4,825 7-12 606 37 
288 58 88 

2,5R7! 90 45 
5,409 175 24 
1,047 279 43 

730 72 30 
69 37 90 

3,526 172 58 
641! gals. 261 68 

18 bbls. 84 65 
2fl bbls. 75 55 

51! bbls. . 57 J 0 
. 54,336 loaves 1,494 37 

. 2, 724 13-16 galls . . . 
145 I-16 bushels 

Small groceries . . . . . . . . . . 
Soap, starch, &c . . . . . . . . 
Grist, 456 bushels; meal. 159 bushels . 
Fuel-wood and coal . . . . 
Clothing, house linen, hats and shoes . 
Books, stationery, &c . . . . . . . 
Medicines, carbolic soap, disinfectants, &c . . 
House furnishing, garden seeds, &c . . . . 
Salaries and labor . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Incidental expenses, such as . vegetables, picnic, 

officers' tables, extras for sick and other small 
items too numerous to mention 

Repairs ... 

COST. 

$5.065 96 
468 88 
97 38 

486 12 
97 64 

B61 93 
684 48 

2.386 57 
108 68 
178 75 
667 26 

5,421 88 

992 12 
3,866' 78 

Total . . $20,884 43 

The most rigid economy has been practiced in every de
partment, the total expenditure outside of repairs being 
$1,150 less than last year, in spite of the fact that the aver
age number of children was slightly larger t.han for the 
year before. 
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On account of heavy damages from the cyclone, a large 
amount had to be expended for necessary repairs, and to 
overcome this as much as possible the purchases of mate
rials for clothing were cut down to the lowest amount, 
being about $960 less than the previous year, the total ex
pense for the clothing of each child being $9.50 only, for 
the year. The vegetable garden, still under the super
vision of the engineer, has done very well, notwithstanding 
that the cyclone swept away everything in the ground at 
that time. It furnished the following: 

1,129 bunches 
664 bunches 
148 bunches 
208 bunches 

25 bunches 
39 dozen . 
51! dozen heads 
61! dozen ears . . . . 
lf pecks ...• 

41 bushels .. 
1 bushel . 
2t bushels .. . 
2! barrels .. . 
2! barrels . . . . 

. carrots. 
. beets 
. radishes. 
. turnips . 
. parsley. 
. cabbages, 
. lettuce. 
. corn. 
. green peas. 
. snap beans. 
. tomatoes. 
. okra . 
. Irish potatoes. 
. omons. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JAMES M. EASON, 

GEORGE W. WILLIAMS, 
T. A. WILBUR, 

Oowmittee. 

CHARLESTON, Jan'y 10, 1894:. 

The Committee on At:counts respectfully report that they 
have examined the bonds, &c., in the hands of the Treas
urer, and find them as follows, property of the Private 
Fund: 
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City of Charleston 4 per cent. Bonds . 
North Eastern R. R., 1st mortgage Bonds. 
State of South Carolina 4! Bonds . . . . 

. $55,000 
1,000 
4,500 
2,000 20 shares Magnolia Cemetery stock . . . . 

4! shares Bank of Charleston, Nat. Bank Assn, 450 

rrhe committee have also examined the receipts and ex
penditures of the Private Fund, and find them correct, and 
all property vouched for; the balance in hands of Treasurer 
being $497 No· in this amount is included the sum 304.88, 
being the profit on exchange of $4,500 State stock at par, 
and the p).lrchase of a like amount of bonds at 93!. 

The committee would suggest that the State bonds be 
converted into State stock in the name of the Commissioners 
of Orphan House. The committee find that $2,000 of the 
City 4 per cent. bonds are not registered in name of the 
Commissioners, and that the City does not register bonds. 
They would suggest that the matter be referred to the 
Chairman, to see the Mayor, who may be able to have the 
bonds registered-the Orphan House being a City Institu
tion. 

Respectfully submitted, 
H. H. DELEON, 
B. A. MUCKENFUSS, 
J. S. BUIST, 

Committee on Accounts. 

THE COMMITTEE ON RETRENCHMENT AND RE
FORM. 

The Committee on Retrenchment and Reform beg leav: 
to report that the management of the Institution is, as 
usual, conducted on as economical principles as possible, 
and have no suggestions to make. 

Respectfully, 
T. A. WILBUR. 
H. H. DELEON, 
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THE COMMITTEE ON IMPROVEMENT AND DIS
CIPLINE. 

'l'he Committee on Improvement and Discipline respect
fully report that they know of no necessary improvements 
to the house, and do not see where any improvement can 
be made in the discipline. 

FRANCIS J. PELZER. 
JAMES M. EASON. 
H. H. DELEON. 
J. S. BUIST. 
LOUIS D. MAHLSTEDT. 

REPORT OF THE SEWING DEPARTMENT, 

which in addition to general seamstress work, includes tailor
ing and dress-m~king. 

Boy's Winter Suits . . . . . . . . . . 
Boy's Summer Suits . . 
Summer Pantaloons . . . . . 
Worsted Dresses . . . . . . 
Cotton Dresses . . . . . 
Boys and Girls Under Garments 
Aprons ....... . ... . 
Sheets . . . , ••. 
Bed Ticks ... . ...... . 
Overalls . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Table Cloths, hemmed . . . . 
Towels and Doilies . . . . 
Shirts re-collared . • . . . . . . 
Handkerchiefs marked . . . . . 

30 
65 
67 prs 

140 
100 

. . 912 
398 
18 
13 

3 
16 

527 
162 
363 

Stockings and Socks marked . . . 430 prs 
Clothing outgrown by larger children, and refitted 

to smaller ones . . . . . . . . . . • . 1 948 
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The Laundry has handled 127,808 pieces during the year. 
Two women were employed part of the time, and several 
months only one woman; the rest of the work being done 
by the girls. The. boys assisted with some of their own 
clothing. 

Two cooks prepared the food for children, officers and 
employees-and when absent, at any time, the girls were 
able to take their places. 

The Sunday School has been opened every Sunday morn
ing at 9 o'clock, by the faithful Superintendent, Mr. Knox. 
He and Mr. Miscally, are the only ones outside of the 
Home, who assist in this important work. The thanks of 
the Board are due these gentlemen for their long and lov
ing services. The School is· now divided into fourteen 
classes. 

Divine Services were regularly conducted in the Chapel 
throughout the year, by the resident Clergy, and four visit
ing ministers, (Rev. W. H. Moreland, Rev. Byron Holley, 
Rev. J. M. Wilbur and Rev. F. R. Beattie.) The Commis
sioners again acknowledge their indebtedness for these ser
vices, which are always cheerfully rendered. 

The Chairman of the School Committee has made men
tion in his report of the exercises in the Chapel last Spring, 
which were very good, and thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

The music has been well sustained, and the services, as 
ueual, largely attended. 

Good drainage, pure water, a thorough system of ventila
tion, cleanliness, plain, wholesome food, proper dress, with 
suitable time for labo~ rest and recreation, under the divine 
blessing, have produced the usual results. The health of 
the Home has been e.xcellent. There has been but one 
death during the year: David Fox, aged 14 years, a very 
delicatP. boy, when he came to us, died on the 6th of De-



12 

cember, of consumption. His remains were interred in the 
Children's Lot at Magnolia Cemetery.-

The foregoing reports cover the ground, and I have only 
to add my testimony to the faithfulness of the work accom
plished here. 

GEO. W. WILLIAMS, 
Chairman Board Commissioners Charleston Orphan House. 

Charleston, S. C., Jan. 1894. 
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ABSTRA OT of the Receipts and Expenditures of the Private 
Fund of the Commissioners of the Charleston Orphan House 
for the yem· ending December 31st, 1893. ·• 

DR. 

To balance in hand January J, 1893 . 
" Cash received from interest on in-

$ 749 76 

vestments . , . . . . . _ 2,661 50 
" Cash received from State Treasury 

in payment of $4,500 State 
So. Ca. 6 per cent. stock . . . $4,500 00 

Less expenses . . . . . . . . . 4 50- 4,495 50 

$7,906 76 

CR. 

By Cash paid for Officer's Salaries,&c . $2,114 00 

E. E. 

" Magnolia Cemetery 
Company ..... . 

" Books for Library,&c. 
" Picnic ..... . 
" Advertising, &c .. 
" Funeral expenses . • 
" Trees, plants, &c 
'' Clothing . . • 
'' Sundries. . . 

Investments 
Balance. 

31 50 
94 80 

187 7S 
17 13 
27 65 
77 56 
13 58 
24 75-$2,588 75 

4,820 62 ' 
497 39 

$7,906 76 

E. MONTAGUE GRIMKE, Treasurer. 

Examined and found correct. 
Jan. 10, 1894. 

H. H. DELEON, } 
B. A. MUCKENFUSS, Com. on Accts. 
J. S. BUIST, . 
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· LIST of Bonds, Stocks and other Securities belonging to the 
Private Fund of the Commissioners of the Charleston Orphan 
House, exhibited to us this tenth day of January, 189ft_. 

51 Bonds of the City of Charleston 4 per ct . $1,000 
7 " " " " . ' 500 
5 " " " " " 100 
2 11 North Eastern Railroad Co., 

1st Mortgage, 500 each . . . . . 
4 Bonds of the State of South Carolina 

$51,000 
3,500 

500 

1,000 

4! per ct . . . . . . . . . 1,000 4,000 
· 1 Bond of the State of South Carolina 

4! per ct . . . . . . . . . . . . 500 500 
1 Certificate for 20 shares Magnolia Ceme-

tery Co., at 100 . . . . . . . . . . 2,000 
2 Certificates for 4! Shares Bank of Charles-

ton, N. B. A . . . . . . . . . . . . 450 
1 Title Deed to Six Lots in Magnolia Ceme-

tery . . . . . . ........ . 
1 Certificate of Deposit for 1 Charleston 

and Savannah R. R. Bond for $500 .. 
1 Bond of the Savannah and Charleston 

R. R. Co. f0r $l50 . . . . . . . . . 

H. H. DELEON, } 
B. A. MUCKENFUSS, Com. on Accts. 
J. S. BUIST, 




