


REPORT. 
To the Hon. W .. d. COURT.EN.Jl Y, 

Mayor of Charleston, South Carolina: 

The Board of Commissioners of the "Charleston Orphan 
House" respectfully submit this, their report for the year 
terminating JISt December, I88I: 

Report of the Committee on Purveyance and ·Supervision. 

The Committee on Purveyance take great pleasure in 
submitting their Annual Report of the expenditures, with 
other items of interest, of the Charleston Orphan House. 

22,671 lbs. Fresh Meat (Beef, Pork and 
Veal) . . . . . . . . . . . . . $I,347.42 

· 6.085 lbs. Bacon and Salt Meats . . . · 688.46 
1,496 lbs, Coffee . . . . . . . . 241.43 
4,386 lbs. Rice . . . . . . . . . . . . . 242.83 
I,699 lbs. Butter . . . .' . . . . . 5 I8.oi 

336 lbs. Lard . . . . 45.26 
IOI lbs. Tea .. . . . . . . . 72.58 

3,352 lbs. Sugar . . . . . 
460 galls. Molasses . . • 

I 5 bbls. Flour . . . 
37 bbls. Irish Potatoes . . 
19 bbls. Sweet Potatoes . 

55 AI I Loaves Bread . . . . 

302.28 
2I6.74 
I I6.90 
I27.20 

48·75 
I,888.69 
---$5,856.ss 

Expense of Cows furrlishing 2673 gallons 
Milk ......... . 

475 Bushels Corn and Peas . . 
I87 ~ Bushels Grist and Meal . 

328.58 
383.07 
Ig2,90 
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Small items as per petty cash . . . . . . 
Soap, Starch, &c. . . . . . . . 
Fuel, Wood and Coal as per bill rendered 
Clothing, House Linen, Hats, Shoes, &c . 
Books, Stationery, &c . . 
Medkines ...... . 
House furnishing, Garden Seeds, &c .. 
Salaries and labor . 
Incidental expenses . . . . . 
Repairs .... ; .. .. ... . 

205.87 

145·87 
707 65 

2.499-00 
4II.28 
206.55 

769·58 
5,838.87 
1.495 90 
2,426.38 

In addition to to the vegetables purchased as per inci
dental expenses, the garJen, not-i•ithstanding the excessive 
drought, has furnished: 4 Treats of Beats, 9 of Kale, 
3 .of Tomatoes, 6 of Cabbage, 4 of Snap Beans, 5 of 
Radishes, and I8 of Lettuce, 5 barrels Irish Potatoes, 
vegetables for soup, and an abundance of peppers for 
sauce and pickles; the above does not include the supply 
for the officers' tables. The Board can form some idea 
of the quantity when we state that it requires 2 Yz bushels 
snap beans, nearly I barrel potatoes, 100 heads kale, from 6o 
to 70 heads cabbage, and the same of lettuce, for a treat. 
There are always from four to five cows kept during the year, 
and though food has been muchhigher, we have been enabled 
to supply the household '"ith pure milk at a trifle over three 
cents per quart; while our fowls have contributed more than 
I 300 eggs, besides generous pots of soup for the sick, etc. 

Repairs and additions have been somewhat heavier this 
year than last, including a "coal house" fo1· storing 200 tons 
of coal, new engine, steam pump and washing mach in e. Your 
Committee are of opinion the last three should not have 

· been charged in our running expenses. 
As has already been stated, in January, 18~, the Principal 

of the School was induced by the Board to take the general 
supervision of the domestic affairs of the Institution, thereby 
doing away with the offices of steward and matron, who 
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received good salaries and were with their families boarded at 
the public expense. · This · with other perquisites has been 
estimated at from four to five thousand dollars a year. The 
saving tlms made by the abolishment of the two officf!s for the • 
thirteen years amounts to from sixty to sixty-five thousand 
dollars. Nor is this all,"previous to the late war, when many 
articles of large consumption cost much less than at the 
present time-say 

Rice 2 1-6 cents per lb. against 5 ~ to · 7 cents now. 
Grist 88 cents against 1.10 now 
Butter 26 cents against 30 to 32 now. 

And so almost through the entire list, the expenditures 
were from thirty-five to thirty-seven thousand dollars. Salarit's 
and labor alone amounting to over ten thousand dollars, and 
yet the Board will bear the Committee out · in the statement 
that the children were never so well fed, well clothed and well 
cared (or in every respect as dunng the new regime; this is 
clearly shown by the unprecedented health of the Institution. 

SEWING DEPARTMENT. 

Mrs. Manno, the head of this Department, now 79 years 
of age, continues to attend to her duties as faithfully as she 
did 53 years ago. We take great pleasure in mentioning the 
good work done here. In former years, a tailor was employed 
to cut the boys' clothes. They were , then given out to be. 
made; cutting and making averaging one dollar per suit. 
Twice a year a mantuamaker was employed for girls' dresses. 
Now the work is all accomplished pleasantly and comfortably 
by our own trained girls, assisted by the older female pupils 
of the school, thus reducing the expenses materially and 
avoiding the danger of introducing disease. 

The tollowing articles were cut, fitted, made up, etc., during 
the past year: 

Girls' dresses .. 
Calico shirtees . 

259 
73 



Girls' undergarments . · . . 
Cloak . 
Sacks. 
Sheets .. 
Bed ticks . . . . . . 
Curtains . . .· . . .. 
Bolster and pillow cases . . . 
Towels ..... . 
Suspenders . . .. . 
Boys' winter suits . 

linen suits . 
'' pantaloons . 
" drawers 
'' shirts . 

4 

. pairs. 

. pairs . 
. pairs . 

412 

2 
12 I 

IS 

7 
30 

324 
I I 7 
I26 
68 

63 
158 
294 

aprons . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 I 
Dresses, boys' suits, &c., outgrown by larger and refitted 

for smaller children . 2061 
Hats trimmed . . . . 
Towels marked . 
Handkerchiefs 
Socks .. 
Stockings 
Spreads . 

Total pieces . 

• 
78 

. pairs . 

. pairs . 120 
162 

In thus submitting the forego;ng statement, with other 
items of interest, it is not only gratifying, but surprising, how, 
by an admirable studied system, and a judicious management 
in employing all the resources which practical wisdom and 
forethought can suggest, the expenses of the house were, 
from year to year, reduced, while the interest and comfort of 
its inmates were certainly never before so well attended to. 
This favorable result in saving and improving cannot be over
valued, and your Committee, in .concluding their n!marks, 
hereby acknowledge the long and faithful services rendered 
by the estimable Superintenclent, Miss Agnes K. Irving. Her 
ability and self-sacrificing efforts in behalf of the Institution 
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have been acknowledged by every Board, and she well 
deserves the best wishes and recognition of the present. 

Respectfully submitted. 
(Signed,) JACOB SMALL, 

GEO. W. WILLIAMS, 
C. A. CHISOLM. 

THE COMMITTEE ON RETRENCHMENT 

Would respectfully reporr, after careful examination into 
the expenditures of the " Charleston Orphan House,'' in each 
of its sevf:ral departments, th~y are unable to see where any 
retrenchment can be made. 

Respectfully submitted. 
(Signed,) GEO. S. HACKER, 

H. H. DELEON, 
JACOB SMALL. 

January I, 1882. 

THE COMMITTEE ON LIBRARY 

Beg to report that the Library contains 2,505 volumes. 
Of this number the children have drawn out and read 2.364 
volumes. During the year, donations of books have been 
received from Mrs. Hartshorn, a Northern friend, and from a 
former pupil now living in New York. The Committee take 
great pleasure in testifying to the interest, zeal, and fidelity 
of the Librarian, Miss Henderson. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed,) H. H. DELEON, 

Charleston, January 5, 1882. 

B. BOLLMANN, 
B.A. MUCKENFUSS. 

THE COMMITTEE ON SCHOOLS. 

The Committee in charge of the Orphan House School 
beg leave to submit the following Annual Report . 
. Their last report was made in January, 1881. Since that 
period, the operations . of the school have ·been conducted 
with regularity, and .the progress of the pupils has been sat
isfactory, indic~ting'. a reasol)abk, sh;u~ of.,diligence. <;>n their 



part, and of their instructors, attention and faithfulness in the 
discharge of their duties; nor are the teachers satisfied with 
performing what is generally regarded as school duties, but 
are accessible to the chilJren at all times for assistance or 
explanations in their lessons; nor does their interest cease here, 
many of them keeping up a correspondence with the pupils 
after they leave the house; and as one family, even in house
hold matters, all work together with the Principal for the wel
fare and comfort of the children; they have no more devoted 
friends than their teachers. The studies pursued embrace 
reading, writing, orthography."arithmetic, mental and practi
cal, common school and physical geography, ancient and 
modern history, familiar science and grammar, vocal and 
instrumental music. 

In the important branch of orthography, the definition not 
only is required, but appropriate sentences must be given, 
introducing the word defined. 

This is by no means an easy exercise, and calls into play 
the thinking powers in an unusual degree. Its great useful
ness will be manifest when we remember that other children 
have the benefit of conversation and informatiOn of the fam
ily, while these are almost, if not wholly, dependf'nt on what 
they .can gather in the school-room. 

The whole school is instructed in calisthenics, and the per
formances are very creditable, the close attention and pre
cision of movement eliciting the admiration of all vi~itors. 

It would be superfluous for the Committee to comment on 
the instruction given in vocal music, as it spe:1ks for itself in 
our Chapel ex~rcises every Sunday afternoon. 

Number of Teachers, 8. 
Pupils: Boys, 123; Girls, 78. Total, 201. 

Admissions: Boys, 15; Girls, 6. Total, 21. 

Discharged: Boys, 23; Girls, 14. Total, 37· 
Average attendance: Boys, I 16; Girls, 70. Total, 186. 
Of those admitted, two were Gennans who could not speak 

English, and of the rest, only two k-new the alphabet. The 
health of the House, duririg the year, has been remarkable, 
and· the consequent attendance in school very good until the 
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latter part of November, when scarlet fever made its appear
ance, and, although we had but few cases, if a child com
plained, it was not allowed to attend school until its case was 
decided. This, of course, made the attendance of the last 
month considerably below the rest of the year. 

The Kindergarten, introduced. several years since, has 
proved a great blessing; not only are the over-worked 
matrons relieved of the charge of the children too young to 
e.nter the school proper, but the school itself has derived 
great benefit from it. The little ones, in taking their lessons 
in mat-weaving, are imperceptibly taught their first lessons 
in darning; and the instruction given in colors will, we 
think, effectually prevent color blindness in our boys. The 
children are brought much nearer their teachers here than 
they could be in the School, and 1t is very pleasant to 
see the confidence existing between them. In addition to 
the Kindergarten occupations, those having seats at table 
No. 1, are instructed in reading, writing, arithmetic, and 
first lessons in geography. The promotions . made from 
these in October were highly satisfactory. 

Your Committee cannot conclude their Report withou~ a 
just tribute to our Principal, who. nearly twenty-eight years 
ago, organized the school on its present basis. During this 
long period, through weariness and discouragements, her 
thoughtfulness and vigilance have known no abatement. She 
has proved the intelligent and cievoted teacher, the guide and 
counsellor, and the constant and reliable friend of the inmates 
gathered within these walls. 

Proofs are not wanting of the good she has accomplished, 
many of her former pupils returning to thank her for the 
wholesome lessons received in the Institution; but Eternity 
alone can reveal the great and noble work. 

Respectfully submitted. 
(Signed,) GEO. W. WILLIAMS, 

FRANCIS J . PELZER, 
C. A. CHISOLM. 
THEO. D. JERVEY. 

Orphan House, January, 1882. 
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LAUNDRY. 
In this dc-partment, 83,580 pieces were washed, and, where 

needed, starched and ironed, by four hired hands, assisted by 
the girls. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 
There are 204 children iq the school, divided into eighteen 

classes, instructed by seven male and eleven female teachers, 
who, though engaged in business through the week, cheer
fully give up their early hours of Sabbath rest to instruct 
those who so peculiarly appeal'to their Christian sympathies. 

The exercises are conducted on each Sunday during the 
year from 9 to IO A. M. 

CHAPEL. 
Divine service has been conducted every Sunday afternoon 

(with one exception) by Protestant clergymen, visiting or 
resident in the city; the latter, regarding this as a part of 
their ministerial work, readily assume the duty. 

The children occupy the middle block of pews, whi'le the 
remainder, as · a rufe, are well filled by our citizens. 

SANITARY. 

''Cleanliness, thorough ventilation, simple, wholesome food 
~ufficient clothing, regular hours, making a judicious appor
tionment of time for study, recitation, physical labor, recrea
~ion and rest, have, with God's blessing, been followed , by 
their legitimate results.'' 

The general health of the inmates has been excellent, 
though we regret to report four deaths during the year .. 

These full and exceedingly interesting reports demonstrate 
that the high character of the Institution has been fully sus
tained, and, in submitting them, I deem it only just to render 
my testimony to the intelligent, faithful and devoted services 
of our Principal, to whom is due, in a large measure, the 
efficiency and prosperity of this noble Public Charity. 

Respectfully submitted, 
L. D. MOWRY, 

Chairman of Board of Commissioners 
if Cl:za~leston Orphan House. 

CHARLESTON, March 6, 1882. 




