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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
All state departments find their work made easier and more 

effective by the assistance and advice of other departments. In 
South Carolina, the spirit of helpfulness and harmony among 
the officers and staffs of all departments is especially notice
able. 

In its efforts to bring about a more stable economy, the State 
Development Board has found this spirit of willing assistance 
to be among its most valuable assets. Without it, the Board would 
be distinctly hampered in trying to carry out the mandate of the 
General Assembly. w·ith it, the task becomes easier and more 
msp1nng. 

The assistance of our Governor, legislators, the staffs of other 
departments, and our members of Congress has been absolutely 
essential in the effort to present the advantages of South Caro
lina to industrial prospects, as well as to vacationers. On the 
local level, the communities of South Carolina have been equally 
helpful. Both groups have given unselfishly of their time and 
energy to present a united front for progress. 

The staff of the department also is imbued with this spirit of 
teamwork. Since its members are few and its work closely inter
woven, cooperation can often mean the difference between suc
cess and failure. The staff's efficiency, loyalty, and willingness 
to give freely of their own time have contributed heavily to the 
achievement of our purpose. 

Finally, and of utmost importance, is the tireless and unselfish 
work of the members of our Board. Without their wide knowl
edge of state and national affairs and their high ideals of service, 
our work would be difficult indeed. 

R. M. COOPER, 
Director 
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THE DEPARTMENT 
The Department of Research, Planning and Development was 

established by an Act of the South Carolina General Assembly 
(Act Number 222) and became effective April 18, 19-±5, with 
the signature of the Governor. 

The Board of Directors is composed of five citizens of the 
State appointed by the Governor upon the advice and consent 
of the Senate. Regular meetings are held monthly, with special 
called meetings when necessary. This Board is the policy-making 
and governing body of the Department, and appoints the Di
rector, who is the executive head of the Department. The Direc
tor selects the chiefs of the Yarious divisions, which include 
research, planning, development, public relations and geology, 
along with other personnel with the approval of the Board. 

During its 1954 session the General Assembly shortened the 
titles of the Board and Department to read "State Development 
Board" and "State Development Department." The Act changed 
nothing relating to functions or organization. 

OBJECTIVES 
Anyone who reads the 1945 Act will readily see that the vision 

and perspective of its creators were far-reaching and broad. 
Analysis of the objectives listed shows that the Act may literally 
be summed up in the last objective given, which is "To advance 
the general welfare of the people." 

This report summarizes the activities of the 12th year of the 
Department. It also is intended to serve as an indication of what 
South Carolina has to offer by way of industrial and business 
opportunities, not only to investors from other states but to our 
own people as well. While South Carolina has accomplished a 
great deal in the years since 1945, the period ahead offers the 
challenge of even greater opportunities. 

AN INTEGRATED PROGRAM 
The word "development," now the key word for the Depart

ment, perhaps best summarizes its program. In a broad sense, the 
agency is charged with developing the state economically in 
every possible field. Into this task must be integrated several 
tangents of effort, which are rather well identified in the words 
research, planning, development, and public relations. 
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At the base of all efforts there must be an intense research pro
gram. The facts must be assembled, studied, given their proper 
relationship to each other, and made readily accessible upon 
demand. Research must be made not only as to the facts about 
South Carolina, but as to neighboring states. Also, the needs and 
habits of various businesses and industries must be closely 
studied. 

Given the facts, adequate planning becomes a possibility. 
Planning is closely related to research, and to differentiate be
tween the two is sometimes difficult. Generally speaking, when 
the facts are known the role of planning is to fit them into a 
sound and practical economic plan. 

Development, then, becomes the implementation of the plans
the active role of the Department. 

The role of public relations is to make available to the people 
of South Carolina and the nation the facts about the State as 
related to opportunities existing here. Thus it · is the "voice" of 
development. 

In creating the Department the founders intended for the 
various divisions to function in unison when needed, and in ac
tual practice it is usually necessary for them to proceed simul
taneously. Almost every problem requires a combination of the 
efforts of all divisions for best results. This arrangement is 
advantageous to the State inasmuch as any problem can be 
handled with maximum efficiency and speed. 

GENERAL SERVICES 

As a result of the Board's advertising and publicity program, 
many thousands of inquiries are received annually from every 
state in the nation, including many from South Carolina. Some 
of these are from persons desiring to establish an industry or 
business in the State. Others are from those who wish to visit 
us or make their permanent homes here. All are for factual in
formation on South Carolina. 

To answer the constantly growing list of inquiries received 
daily, it is essential to maintain a file of current data. This is 
an ever-continuing project, since to be useful the data must be as 
up-to-date as possible. 

To meet this problem, the assistance of the state agencies is 
vital. No attempt is ever made to encroach upon the duties or 
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usurp the powers or prerogatives o£ any other existing agency. 
Instead amicable relationships are maintained so that the De
partment is always in close touch with what is happening in the 
State. 

ASSISTANCE TO EXISTING INDUSTRIES 

The first interest o£ the Board in the field o£ industrial de
velopment has always been that o£ assistance to industries al
ready established. Most o£ the problems o£ new industries have 
already been experienced by existing industry, and similar assist
ance has been rendered. \Vays have been found in many cases 
for obtaining additional outlets £or products o£ settled indus
tries, and the Board is constantly on call to help with any prob
lem that may arise. 

In locating new industries, care is taken to consider established 
manufacturers so that their interests are protected. vVithout ex
ception existing firms have been most cooperative in assisting 
their communities to obtain new inustries. As a matter o£ fact, 
local industrialists often take the lead in the effort to secure new 
industry. 

ASSISTANCE TO NEW INDUSTRY 

At the time this Department was created, the postwar in
dustrial development o£ the South was just beginning to be ac
celerated. Assistance to and coordination o£ this movement have 
therefore occupied prominent positions in the Department's 
program. 

Assistance to new industries has often been given from the 
time they first became interested until they began production. 
Others have been aided to a lesser degree. In some cases, pros
pective new industries which have appeared undesirable have 
been discouraged. 

The assistance given to prospective new industries takes many 
forms. Initially, data are furnished on labor supply, transpor
tation, power, water, sites, buildings, and other subjects to meet 
the specifications set forth by the manufacturer. At this point 
it should be emphasized that it is against the policy o£ the Board 
to pick a specific site for the prospect. Several sites meeting 
required specifications are generally investigated, and the final 
choice o£ a location rests with the industry involved. It is not 
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unusual for the industry to designate the areas on which infor
mation is desired by them. 

The Department prepares individual briefs fitted to require
ments, giving exact data concerning the area in question. To 
show the scope of the information furnished there follows this 
section a "table of contents" of a brief prepared for a large in
dustry. Examination will show the immense amount of data 
required for an intelligent appraisal of a site. It will also indicate 
the close cooperation the Department receives from other agen
cies of the State and Federal Government, individuals, and 
private business. For the brief shown, 25 agencies, firms, and 
individuals supplied information. Preliminary briefs on a num
ber of industrial sites throughout the State have been prepared 
in advance, so that they may be quickly tailored to meet specific 
requests. 

It happens on occasion that much effort is expended on fact
finding and preparation of briefs for a project which fails to 
materialize. This effort is not lost because once data are col
lected they are available for future use when needed. 

Often the prospect desires to view all of the possible locations 
and talk with local officials. In such instances, the Department 
serves in a liaison capacity. When problems arise on the spot in 
such investigations, Department staff members are thus on hand 
to help find solutions. 

All possible assistance is given to the development of industries 
which are locally owned, because such industries are the back
bone of the program for building the State's economy. Prospec
tive home industries have been encouraged to make full utiliza
tion of agricultural and natural resources. Information on such 
resources, their processing and marketing, has been assembled 
and passed on to interested persons or concerns. 

I 
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ASSISTANCE TO COMMUNITIES 

No matter how assiduously the State as a whole may seek to 
develop its industrial economy, the final responsibility for secur
ing any industry rests firmly on the shoulders of the community 
itself. If all things are "right" with the community, the efforts 
of the state organization can be made effective. 

Good schools, churches, recreational facilities, etc., are all fac
tors of significant importance, and they make a decided impres
sion upon the industrial prospect. The general appearance, 
neatness, and even the very countenances of the inhabitants are 
indices to the manufacturer as to whether the community will 
fit his requirements. 

The attitude of the people is of utmost importance. \Yhy does 
the locality want industry~ vYill this attitude change during 
the coming years~ Will a spirit of fair play and cooperation 
always prevail~ These are just a few of the questions always 
considered. Attitude transcends ~ity and county borders. The 
newspapers, radio and television, the courts, the state depart
ments, the officials, the legislature-all these are closely watched 
for indicative trends. 

Many of our communities, realizing their responsibility, have 
taken steps through chambers of commerce or other organiza
tions to take stock of themselves, and to determine the type of 
industry for which they are fitted. It has been the privilege of 
the Planning Division to work with some of them in making 
their community surveys. Accompanying this section is an organ
ization chart which has been followed by the committee in taking 
inventory. The Planning Division has prepared a list of somre 
references for each committee and has actively helped with or
ganization plans. 

A special effort has been made to work closely with communi
ties, their officials, chambers of commerce, county delegations, 
and interested citizens. Experience has shown that often an 
industrialist will avoid visiting communities until informativn 
on the State, its laws and regulations, has been provided. Usual
ly the industrialist comes to this Department for this informa
tion. In other instances the industrialist visits the community 
first, often incognito, to gain a firsthand impression. \Vhen the 
prospect is satisfied that the community is desirable, there still 
remains the necessity for proving that the location is desirablP 
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from a state level. In either case, close cooperation between the 
community and this Department is important. 

To this end, frequent visits and contacts have been made be
tween the Department and local officials. Personal contact, 
mutual knowledge and understanding of common problems are 
invaluable in solidifying efforts and reaching desired goals. 

AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

In South Carolina's effort to build its economy by seeking 
new industry, it should never be forgotten that the goal is a 
balanced economy in which the role of agriculture is of vital 
importance. Progress on the farm is as necessary as that of 
business and industry. 

Diversification of crops, conservation of soil, increased use of 
machinery, modern methods of cultivation, and improYed mar
keting practices have all contributed to an agricultural system 
which is today far sounder than it was a quarter-century ago. 
The old "one-crop" system is a thing of the past, with cotton 
occupying about a half-million acres as compared with three 
million at one time. 

The fact that South Carolina is close to its goal of balanced 
farming is now acknowledged in many quarters. Acreage devoted 
to corn now greatly exceeds that in cotton. \Vheat, oats, barley, 
and rye acreage exceeds "the king's." Tobacco exceeded cotton 
in money value in 1955 for the first time, and many crops, 
including fruits and vegetables, are contributing to a general 
stabilization on the farm. 

Perhaps the most spectacular change has been the growth of 
livestock production. This has been especially true in dairy and 
beef cattle. In the latter category, South Carolina's increase for 
a recent five-year period was 106%, compared with 63% for the 
South as a whole and only 22% for the nation. 

The role of agriculture is inextricably woven with that of in· 
dustry. South Carolina farms furnish raw materials for her 
industries; they are major sources of labor for both agriculture 
and industry, and provide homes and pleasant surroundings to 
a large percentage of the people employed in urban and indus
trial areas. 

The basic character of the people-a factor which is of prime 
importance to industry-is conditioned by life on the farm, 
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where one can think independently, act on his own initiative, and 
acquire the stability that comes from an assured livelihood. 
People who have farm backgrounds generally have a feeling of 
security in life which enables them to go about their jobs in a 
calm and relaxed manner which contributes to high production. 

Those industrial enterprises which utilize basic raw materials 
from the farm occupy a prominent position in the pattern of 
development now under way. Although often small in scope in
dividually, various packing, processing, packaging, and many 
other plants are demanding a place of importance in our overall 
program. 

The Department has furnished information and given en
couragement to individuals and concerns interested in establish
ing manufacturing and processing plants using products of the 
farms, and offers its services for future progress in this field. 

SURVEYING THE TOURIST BUSINESS 

For several years we have sought to develop a method for 
making annual surveys of the tourist business, both to serve as 
a guide to trends in the industry and to gauge the effects of the 
advertising and publicity program. The problem of accurate 
surveys has plagued public and private travel agencies for 
years, and very few states have been able to go beyond mere 
"guesstimates." 

There has now been developed a system which, if carried out 
by the various organizations involved, will provide a reasonably 
accurate measure of South Carolina's annual income from tour
ists. The Board recommends that this system be adopted per
manently. 

In 1952, 1953 and again in 1956, the State Junior Chamber of 
Commerce undertook as a special project stopping approxi
mately 5,000 tourist cars for the purpose of interviewing the 
occupants. Sufficient questions were asked to compile such in
formation as point of origin, number of persons, days spent in 
South Carolina, daily expenditures, type of accommodations 
used, and attitudes on South Carolina's points of interest, high
ways and accommodations. 

At the same time, the State Highway Department was tabu
lating the nmnber of out-of-state automobiles coming into South 
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Carolina. Thus, by applying averages determined from the above 
survey to the number of cars, it became possible to learn approxi
mately how much the out-of-state motorists were spending here. 

While no Jaycee survey data were compiled in 1954 and 1955, 
the organization again undertook the survey in 1956. Basing an 
estimate upon earlier surveys, the State Chamber of Commerce 
arrived at a figure for 1956 of $200,000,000 in total tourist rev
enue for the State, excluding intra-state travel. This represents 
a gain of about $91,000,000 over the 1952 survey figure of $109,-
000,000, established during the year following the beginning of 
the Board's present nation-wide tourist publicity and advertis
ing program. 

ADVERTISING 

Each year the Development Board sets major goals it expects 
to achieve with its advertising to executives and this year was 
no exception. 

One series of ads told of South Carolina's advantages to new 
and existing industry in terms of transportation, an abundant 
water supply, lower power and construction costs. 

Another major objective was to prove that we had a continu
ing supply of available manpower. This objective was set to 
combat any idea on industry's part that South Carolina's great 
industrial progress was depleting its manpower resources. 

Advertising seeking new industry was placed in the vVall 
Street Journal, New York Times, Herald Tribune, Fortune, 
U. S. News, Newsweek, Chicago Tribune and America's Textile 
Reporter. 

An increasing number of inquiries by industrial prospects was 
received from our South Carolina ads and were immediately fol
lowed up by the Development Board. 

Our tourist advertising program hit a new high in acceptance 
and brought in record numbers of inquiries. 

During 1955, the Development Board completed production 
on a 30-minute full color film to be shown to clubs and assemblies 
throughout the nation. The film was produced in black and 
white for television stations. It is estimated that we will receive 
at least $300,000 in free advertising from showings of this film 
to television audiences throughout the United States and 
Canada. 
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Also completed during the year was a film on our coastal 
attractions, "A Fisherman's Song," produced in cooperation with 
all communities on the coast. The two films by this year had 
been accepted by over 550 TV stations throughout the country, 
and had been shown to innumerable out-of-state clubs and 
other groups. 

It is significant to note that tourist inquires increased by 50% 
over the last fiscal year, and that since the Board's tourist pro
gram was started in 1951, such inquiries have risen from 2,627 
( 1949-50) to 30,538 (56-57). 

INQUIRIES (OTHER THAN INDUSTRIAL) HANDLED 
BY PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE JULY 1956-JUNE 1957 

Children ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 15,168 
Teachers ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 762 
Libraries ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 280 
Travel Agents ------------------------------------------------------------ ±28 
Miscellaneous ---------------------------------------------------------------- 335 
Tourists _________________ ------------------------------------------------------- 3 0,53 8 

Total for fiscal year ________________________________________ 4 7,511 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 

The purposes of the public relations program maintained by 
the Department are two-fold; first, to acquaint South Caro
linians with the progress being made by their State and the 
opportunities it still enjoys; and second, to interest the outside 
"\\orld in the Palmetto State. 

In the latter effort there are t'YO primary objectives, to gain 
the attention of prospective new industries, and to attract vaca
tion travelers to South Carolina. A constant, day-to-day effort 
is made in both these directions, using the publicity tools avail
able but without recourse to "stunts" and the like which would 
reflect upon the dignity of the State. 

'lne message of progress in South Carolina is brought home 
to its people by means of appearances before civic groups, cham
bers of commerce, and other organizations by the Board Chair
man, the Director, and members of the staff. 

In addition, when the matter is newsworthy, the Public Rela
tions Division prepares and mails to newspapers and radio and 



25 

TV stations appropriate news articles. These generally have a 
good readership because they are limited to items of real value. 
Also, the division functions as a clearing house for information 
on South Carolina by mail and telephone. 

In much the same manner constant efforts are made to secure 
favorable publicity for the State. Informative articles were 
published during the year in more than 70 large metropolitan 
newspapers, and 31 magazines having regional or national cir
culation. Frequently photographs are sent to accompany the 
articles, and a constant stream of South Carolina pictures go out 
every week in response to requests from newspapers, magazines, 
books, encyclopedias, and the like. 

Another activity of the division is that of giving personal 
assistance to writers and photographers visiting the State, often 
upon invitation of the Department. 

An important part of the public relations program is the 
distribution of attractively printed book matches, colorful fold
ers, and reprints of magazine and newspaper articles. In addi
tion to regular mail distribution, thousands of these items are 
made available to special meetings and conventions both within 
and outside the State. 

PUBLICATIONS 

A vital function of the Department is that of gathering and 
publishing material of permanent value to South Carolina. This 
takes the form of booklets, pamphlets, leaflets, and mimeo
graphed sheets covering fields which, according to experience, 
are most often the subject of inquiry. 

The special brochure made available to responsible industrial 
prospects is the most elaborate such material prepared by the 
Department. This basic brochure covers a multitude of subjects 
of interest to industry, and its great usefulness may be explained 
in part by the readiness with which it can be tailored to fit the 
needs of individual companies. 
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Here and in the Picture Below Are Two Plants Which ... 

. . • Both Utilize Vast Forest Resources 
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A complete list of publications available for distribution is as 
follows: 

Bulletin No. 

5 Industrial Directory of South Carolina-1956 ($2.50) 

15 Ground--Water Investigations in South Carolina 

16B Chemical Character of Surface Waters of South Caro
lina (Revised 1956) 

17 Surface Water Supply of South Carolina 

19 The Distribution and Properties of the Shales of South 
Carolina 

20 South Carolina Raw Materials for Light Colored Face 
Brick 

21 South Carolina, A Location for the 'V oolen and Worsted 
Industry 

22 Resources of South Carolina 

Pamphlet No. 

8 Towns of South Carolina-1947 

12 General Statistics on South Carolina-1953 

Miscellaneous-

Twelfth Annual Report 1956-57 
Glazed Tile Production in South Carolina 
Catalogue of Mineral Localities of South Carolina 
Colleges and Universities of South Carolina 
Public Higher Education in South Carolina 
Basic County Data Sheets on Individual Counties 
Basic Data Sheets on Cities in South Carolina 
South Carolina State Highway Map-1958 
South Carolina, The Palmetto State (Small folder) 
See South Carolina (out of State distribution only) 
South Carolina Gardens 
South Carolina Beaches 
South Carolina State Parks 

J 
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SOUTH CAROLINA OFFERS ADVANTAGES 
TO INDUSTRY 

The often quoted remark, "Everybody supports industry in 
South Carolina," is not an idle statement. A friendly feeling 
toward industry extends throughout every phase of South Caro
lina life, from the man in the street right on up through the 
top officials of state government. This is one of the outstanding 
reasons for the rapidity with which the State has developed in
dustrially in recent years. It is one of the intangibles which do 
not appear on ledgers of profit and loss, but which inevitably 
have their effect on the success or failure of a new enterprise. 

In a more visible way, South Carolina's advantages are equally 
manifest. More savings can be effected by locating a plant in 
South Carolina than in any other section of the country. These 
savings include: taxes 10%; fuel and heating 15% ; power 30% ; 
cheaper plant sites; cheaper construction costs; cheaper water; 
no housing costs since many of the people live on their farms 
near plant sites. The percentages quoted are actual figures from 
competent engineers known throughout the nation, and they 
are believed to be on the conservative side. 

GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE 

Machines work as well anywhere as they do in South Carolina. 
People make the difference. The state government--which re
flects the people-makes still more difference. It is this differ
ential which scores of industries have found to be a major ex
planation for the fact that their investments are more profitable 
in South Carolina. 

There are now approximately 800,000 persons in the labor 
force of the State. In addition, there is a "pool" of an estimated 
100,000 men on the farms who are constantly being displaced 
into the labor force by mechanization, according to the latest 
estimate of Clemson College. 

The adoption of mechanized farming and modern crop meth
ods has created a situation in South Carolina under which there 
are two men waiting for each farm job made available by death 
or retirement. 

Coming as they do from small towns and rural areas, the 
people of South Carolina who seek places in industry are sound
thinking, conservative, honest, and free from the foreign icleolo-
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gies which have brought turmoil elsewhere. They know the 
value of hard work and are eager to give a good day's work for 
a reasonable day's pay. 

These people are 99.6% native Americans, most of them de
scendants of early pioneers. They are friendly and cooperative 
with management because of the high sense of loyalty ingrained 
in their character. Also, they are quick to learn new skills and 
proud of their high productivity. Plant managers are constantly 
being astounded by the rapidity with which South Carolinians 
acquire the know-how of profitable production. 

The state government is a faithful mirror of the character of 
its people. An attitude of interest and cooperation with industry 
extends through every level of the government of South Caro
lina. Industrialists visiting the State are always impressed with 
the ready understanding of the departments with which they 
must do business, including the members of the General As
sembly. 

South Carolina's government faces squarely up to its problems, 
seeking intelligent and effective solutions. One illustration of 
this attitude is the action of the Legislature in 1951 to sol Ye the 
difficulty of equalizing school facilities for both races. A bond 
issue for school construction and transportation was provided 
for, and to meet it without endangering the State's credit, a 
3% sales tax was passed 'Yith proceeds allocated to the retire
ment of bonds. Thus South Carolina took advantage of a tax 
source which many states had employed for general purposes, 
and with it solved the problem of the growing need for a school 
modernization program. 

Another illustration was the creation, in 1950, of the \Vater 
Pollution Control Authority, which conducts investigations of 
surface and ground waters. The Act recognizes the important 
place of industry in water use, and four of the 10 members of 
the Authority are, by law, directly connected with industry. 
By means of this legislation immediate decisions are now offered 
on specific industrial projects, so that industries planning in
vestments involving water may have the benefit of advance rul
ings, with no fears for the future. 

A glance at the state financial budget sheet of South Carolina, 
made available by the Department, shows clearly the manner in 
which funds are safe-guarded for specific uses. and the tax 
burden spread on an equable basis. 
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NATURAL RESOURCES 

Water Supply 

South Carolina's rainfall and topography combine to provide 
an abundance of surface and ground water throughout the en
tire State. The water is generally soft and free from mineral 
elements which are harmful to industry or objectionable for 
domestic use. Raw, untreated water is available at many places 
for certain industries. No section of the State is distant from 
sites which offer large amounts of water suitable for commer
cial or industrial uses. 

South Carolina's rivers, stretching into other states, have large 
drainage areas and resulting heavy flow of water. In fact, the 
combined drainage area of the Santee and Pee Dee Rivers alone 
is greater than the total area of the State. The Pee Dee's area 
is the second largest on the country's Atlantic Coast and the 
Santee's area is third. 

The rivers vary greatly in appearance. In the upper reaches 
of the Santee system, the Saluda, the Broad, the W ateree ( Ca
tawba) tumble through mountain gorges, sometimes clear, some
times made muddy from the passage through red-clay hills. 
Many times, the smooth flow of the rivers is broken by hydro
electric developments to provide power for the State's industries. 
The resulting lakes provide huge areas suitable for excellent 
fishing and several of them have been developed into outstanding 
recreational areas. 

After rippling through the fall line, which bisects the State 
generally on a line from Cheraw, through Camden and Columbia, 
to Aiken, the rivers spread out into gently flowing streams, 
generally with rich low lands on one side and with high-flood
free banks on the other. 

The Santee's 15,700 square miles of drainage area, much of it 
in North Carolina where all of its principal tributaries rise, is 
exceeded by the 16,320 miles of drainage area in the Pee Dee 
system. After rising in the southwestern corner of Virginia, the 
Great Pee Dee flows through central North Carolina where 
it is known as the Y adkin and then in South Carolina near 
Cheraw. It is harnessed many times for its potential electric 
power but none of those dams checks its flow after it has reached 
South Carolina. 
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And into the waters of the Great Pee Dee after it has reached 
the rich lowlands of Florence and Marion counties, comes the 
Little Pee Dee, a "black" water stream which is famous for its 
game fish. Tributaries of the Little Pee Dee traverse North Caro
lina but it originates in South Carolina near the State line. 

The combined rivers flow into the sea near Georgetown where 
they, along with the ·waccamaw, the Sampit and the Black 
Rivers form Winyah Bay, a scant 10 miles north of the Mouth 
of the Santee system. 

The Savannah River, the State's western border on the Georgia 
side, also is a large stream, having 10,579 square miles in its 
drainage area and ranking ninth of the Atlantic coast rivers. 

The Edisto River, another "black" water stream rises in mid
state between Columbia and Aiken and south of the fall line. 
It also is a stream famous for its fishing and it, too, offers 
potentialities for industrial uses. 

Thus the South Carolina rivers, particularly the Santee and 
the Pee Dee, are greater streams than many more famous rivers 
such as the Hudson, the Potomac, the Delaware, the Connecticut 
and the James. 

Rainfall is well distributed throughout the State. No section 
is deprived of adequate moisture and no section is flooded by 
excessive rains. The State has an average precipitation of 47.7 
inches, ranging from 62.7 inches in Greenville County to 40.3 
inches in Charleston. 

The availability of water in liberal quantities is essential to 
any substantial growth in population and prosperity, and it is 
especially important in the location of industrial plants. For 
this reason, the Development Board, in cooperation with other 
agencies, has compiled much valuable information on the quan
tity and quality of water, both ground and surface. 

A particularly valuable program has been the continuing 
series of investigations sponsored in cooperation with the United 
States Geological Survey. This program divides itself into four 
parts; stream flow, surface water, ground water, and quality of 
water investigations. As a result, information on water avail
able at any point in South Carolina is available at the office of 
the Board. 

The program shows that South Carolina is especially favored 
as to water supply, particularly when large new plants are 
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Utilizing Rich Native Ores 

Metalworking-Jet Turbine Parts 
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sought which require large amounts, such as the two big syn
thetic plants, Celanese at Rock Hill and DuPont at Camden. 

Minerals 

Prior to 1957 the State Development Board had no full time 
staff geologist. During this period a modest program of geolog
ical investigations was carried out by a geologist who was a 
member of the faculty of the University of South Carolina and 
by a ceramic engineer who is a member of the faculty at Clem
son College. The work of these men was on a full-time basis 
during the summer months and on a non-pay, voluntary part
time basis during the school year. 

In June 1957 the Division of Geology was formed, and a full
time staff geologist began work. Several geologic mapping and 
mineral resource appraisal projects have been begun and are 
being carried out with the part-time assistance of geologists and 
geology students from colleges and universities in South Caro
lina and adjacent states. A minerals industry research labora
tory has been established in cooperation with the University of 
South Carolina. This laboratory is expected to serve as a strong 
factor in coordinating investigations of the geology and mineral 
resources of the state. Its facilities are available to all geologists 
working or otherwise interested in the area. 

The mineral resources of South Carolina are varied, and a 
large number of mineral materials, both metallic and non-metal
lic, have been produced. In recent years the principal products 
have been kaolin, clay, vermiculite, kyanite, sericite, barite, 
ilmenite, rutile, zircon, monazite, monumental stone, crushed 
stone, sand. gravel, and limestone. At earlier times phosphate 
rock, iron, tin, topaz, and gold have been produced in commer
cial quantities. 

Changing economic conditions, the discovery of additional 
deposits in other parts of the 'lorld, and new developments in 
technology are among the more important factors responsible for 
change in the mineral industry of South Carolina. Few of the 
state's mining operations have been discontinued because of 
exhaustion of the supply of material. Most of the minerals no 
longer being produced may again be mined if economic and 
other factors become favorable. Recent technological advances 
and the desirability of developing domestic sources of certain 



34 

raw materials have resulted in a surge of interest in South 
Carolina minerals, in particular in alumina-rich clays and such 
heavy minerals as ilmenite, rutile, zircon, and monazite. 

The value of mineral materials produced in South Carolina 
in 1955 is reported by the U. S. Bureau of Mines as $20,197,000. 
The value of actual production was somewhat more than that 
as some mineral materials produced are not included in the 
Bureau of Mines figures. Though data are not yet available for 
1956 and 1957 it is almost certain that the value of minerals 
produced increased for those years. As our economy expands 
and new uses are developed for mineral materials the mineral 
resources of South Carolina can be expected to be of ever in
creasing value to the State. 

Mineral resources of South Carolina which are of current or 
potential economic importance are discussed below. 

[{ aolin. Sedimentary kaolin for use as a filler in paper and 
rubber, and as a fine quality china clay, is extensively produced 
in Aiken County. Other deposits, not now being mined, are 
known in Lexington County and Richland County. 

Fire clay. Much of the sedimentary kaolin which contains an 
excess of sand impurities and is not desirable for paper and 
rubber clay is admirably suited for use in the manufacture of 
fire brick and other refractory materials. Much of the impure 
clay now being discarded at the kaloin mines near Aiken could 
be used advantageously in the manufacture of refractory prod
ucts. Also, many deposits of this refractory clay, or "fire clay", 
are found in the Sand Hills section which extends northeastward 
across the central portion of the state, across Lexington, Rich
land, Kershaw, and Chesterfield Counties. 

Brick and tile clay. Extensive deposits of clay suitable for use 
in making common brick, face brick, hollow tile, and other struc
tural clay products are found at many places in the Coastal 
Plain, especially along the terraces and flood plains of the 
larger streams. Deposits of alluvial clay along stream valleys 
in the Piedmont were formerly worked for brick clay, but these 
sources have been abandoned in favor of the larger and more 
uniform deposits of residual clay or of weathered slate and 
phyllite. 

Shale, slate, and phyllite. Partially or completely weathered 
slate and phyllite, generally referred to as shale by brick manu-
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facturers, occurs as a broad irregular band extending in a 
northeasterly direction across the central portion of the state. 
This band, commonly known as the Carolina Slate Belt, occupies 
the lower portion of the Piedmont and covers parts of McCor
mick, Edgefield, Greenwood, Saluda, Newberry, Lexington, 
Richland, Fairfield, Kershaw, Lancaster, and Chesterfield 
Counties. True shale is found in several areas near Pageland in 
Chesterfield County. Field and laboratory studies of the shale, 
slate, and phyllite show that South Carolina has practically un
limited resources of these materials that are suitable for use in 
making common brick, face brick, paving brick, hollow tile, 
roofing tile, sewer pipe, stonewear, terra cotta, and wall tile. 

Glass sand. Sand used for making white glass bottles has been 
mined at several localities in the Coastal Plain, notably near 
Kingstree in Williamsburg County and in the northern part of 
Horry County. For the past ten years glass sand having a com
position of over 99 percent Si02 and less than 0.035 percent 
Fe20 3 has been produced from deposits along the east side of the 
Lumber River in the northern part of Horry County at the rate 
of several hundred tons per day. 

The sand in the Coastal Plain deposits of South Carolina is in 
a loose, unconsolidated condition. It can be scooped up or pumped 
to the screening plant without preliminary blasting. Only a 
small percentage of the grains are course enough to require 
crushing. 

All of the glass sand produced in South Carolina has come 
from stream or terrace deposits in the middle or lower part of 
the Coastal Plain. However, recent field and laboratory inves
tigations have shown that the immense deposits of sand which 
occur in the Sand Hills region along the upper edge of the 
Coastal Plain can be washed to make a very high quality glass 
sand at low cost. These deposits are in the outcrop area of the 
Tuscaloosa formation and extend in a northeasterly direction 
across the state from the Georgia line west of Aiken to the 
North Carolina line east of Cheraw. Sand from these deposits is 
mined in large quantities near Dixiana in Lexington County 
for use as filter sand, blast sand, construction sand, and similar 
uses. A chemical analysis of a beneficiated sample from one of 
these deposits shows it to contain 99.65 percent Si02 , 0.015 
percent Fe20 3 , 0.12 percent Ab03 , and 0.018 percent Ti02 • 
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Found1·y sand. A large plant is currently under construction 
near Blaney in Kershaw County. Sands of the Tuscaloosa for
mation will be processed in quantity and shipped throughout 
the eastern United States for use as foundry sand. 

V erm,iculite. Vermiculite is a mineral which has come into 
prominence in recent years because of its peculiar property of 
expanding to as much as 15 to 20 times its original volume when 
briefly heated to a temperature of about 2000 degrees Fahren
heit. The expanded vermiculite has a multitude of uses, the most 
important of which is as aggregate in lightweight plaster and 
concrete used for heat and sound insulating and for fire
proofing. 

Granite. Granite has been produced from quarries at many 
localities in the lower and middle part of the Piedmont area of 
South Carolina. Much of the granite is suitable only for crushed 
stone, but dimension stone of exceptionally fine quality has been 
obtained from a few places. 

The commercial granites of the state consist of three general 
types. These are ( 1) gray medium-grained to coarse-grained 
granite and granite-gneiss, generally too fractured to be used 
for dimension stone but excellent for concrete aggregate, road 
ballast, and rip-rap; (2) bluish-gray medium-grained Yery even 
granular granite remarkably free from imperfections and ad
mirably suited for monuments; and ( 3) reel and reddish-gray 
coarse-grained granite " ·hich is beautiful monumental stone 
when polished. 

In recent years crushed granite has been produced. princi
pally in Richland, Lexington, and Fairfield Counties. Granite 
gneiss for crushed stone is produced from a large quarry in 
Pickens County, at the northwest edge of the Piedmont. 

Se1icite. At several localities in the Piedmont area of South 
Carolina fine-grained white mica of the sericite variety is found 
in deposits of commercial size. Mining is or has recently been 
in progress at the Mineral Mining Corporation mine in Lan
caster County, at the Haile Mine near Kersh a'", and at Kings 
Creek in Cherokee County. Some prospecting has been done in 
the vicinity of Pageland in Chesterfield County with encourag
ing results. 
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The sericite is used principally as a quality mineral filler, 
though it offers considerable promise as a ceramic material as 
well. 

Barite. For many years barite has been mined on a small 
scale in Cherokee and York Counties in a mineralized belt about 
2 miles wide and 24 miles long extending northeastward from 
Gaffney, South Carolina, to the vicinity of Kings Mountain, 
North Carolina. Both open pit and underground mining have 
been done. Efforts have been devoted mainly to selective mining 
of veins which occur in a zone of quartz-sericite schist. In addi
tion to the veins, barite occurs disseminated throughout the wall 
rock, constituting as much as 20 percent of the mass. 

Kyanite. Kyanite is currently being mined from a quarry on 
Henry Knob in York County. The mineral is fairly uniformly 
distributed through a gray quartzite and forms 20 percent or 
more of the rock. The rock is milled nearby, and kyanite is 
sold for use in refractories. 

Topaz. Massive topaz occurs at the Brewer mine in Chester
field County. This deposit was worked sporadically on a small 
scale in the 1940's, and topaz was recovered for use in refrac
tories. 

Pyrophyllite. Fairly good pyrophyllite is known to occur in 
Edgefield County. This material has potential value for a wide 
variety of uses as a filler, diluent, and in the ceramics industry. 

Manganese. Low grade manganiferous schists near Blacks
burg in Cherokee County constitute one of the nation's larger 
reserve deposits of manganese. Though currently uneconomic 
these deposits may have considerable potential as an emergency 
domestic source of manganese. 

Aluminum. Recently two of America's larger aluminum pro
ducers have been carrying on an extensive search for alumina
rich clays in the Piedmont of South Carolina. These deposits 
may have considerable importance as low grade aluminum ore 
reserves if the United States should become cut off from foreign 
sources of bauxite and as domestic bauxite reserves are depleted. 

Heavy minerals. Heavy minerals such as ilmenite, rutile, zir
con, and monazite are currently being mined on Horse Creek in 
Aiken County. Extensive exploration for these minerals indi
cates that similar deposits occur along streams in the upper 
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Coastal Plain, along present day and Pleistocene beach lines, 
and possibly in stream and beach deposits of Cretaceous age near 
the northwestern margin of the Coastal Plain. 

Phosphate roclc. From 1868 to 1904 South Carolina was a 
leading producer of phosphate rock. Though there has been no 
production since then, the deposits are by no means exhausted. 
Uranium and fluorine occur in minor amounts in the phosphate 
rock. Future technical and economic developments may result 
in these deposits once again being brought into production. 

Limestone. Practically unlimited reserves of high-calcium 
limestone are present in the Coastal Plain section of South Caro
lina and are at present supporting a thriving cement industry. 
Smaller deposits of magnesium-bearing limestone occur in the 
Piedmont and are being utilized as sources of crushed stone, 
aggregate, and agricultural lime. Recently, low magnesium lime
stone having some potential as a raw material for cement manu
facture has been found in the upper Piedmont. 

Scrap mica. In recent years a small amount of scrap mica was 
produced from Saluda County. Large reserves of this material 
are present in pegmatite and granite bodies in the northern part 
of Cherokee County. 

Feldspar. The granites of South Carolina contain feldspar in 
amounts ranging from about 20 percent to 50 percent of the 
rock. This feldspar is amenable to recovery by flotation. Thougl:_:t 
it may not be economic to quarry and mill granite for feldspar 
alone, there seem to be definite possibilities for the recovery 
of feldspar from granite screenings resulting from crushed stone 
operations. 

Forests 

South Carolina's almost 12,000,000 acres of forest land are of 
vital concern to industries desiring to locate in the State. Indus
trial prospects subject all available information on our forests 
resources to close inspection, not only from the standpoint of 
immediate value, but with future supply of raw materials con
stantly in mind. Large companies contemplating investments 
here are concerned with the State's attitude toward broadening 
the forestry program to the end that in 10, 20 or 30 years they 
will still be amply supplied. 
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Technical men advise that the use of synthetic fibres is in its 
infancy, and that more and more synthetic fibres are being in
tegrated and blended with cotton and >~ool. It follo,,·s that all of 
the State's textile manufacturers are very much interested in 
the future of our forests. The farmers arc no less interested, 
since they produce both vwod and cotton crops. 

The first pulpwood plants established in the State began ex
tensive operations in 1937. Since that time public consciousness 
of pulpwood as a crop has been steadily mounting because of 
the opportunity to market small diameter timber that preYionsly 
had little market value. 

It appears to be the general consensus of farmers, industrial 
users and others that the State "·ould do well to foster, on an 
expanded scale, the present reforestation program. Progressive 
steps have been taken by a number of counties and Soil Con
servation Districts in purchasing tree planting machines for use 
of landowners at operating cost. If the State can expand and 
conserve its forests, industry is bound to follow because it is 
constantly looking for raw materials. 

Industrially, the State's forest resources and industries are 
second only to textiles in value of products and number em
ployed, the survey sho\\·ed. During 1946-47 lumber, timber and 
wood products amounted to $137,490,000 in addition to $59,117,-
000 produced by the paper and pulp industry and other forest
using industries. 

The last survey sho,Yed 11,942,000 acres in forests, or 62% of 
South Carolina's total land area. Of this, 5±% was owned by 
farmers, 39% was owned by non-farmers, and 7% was publicly 
owned. Pines made up 60% of the total and hardwood 40%. 
In 1947 a forest crop consisting of the following was harvested: 
over 1,000,000,000 board feet of saw timber, 1,045,000 cords of 
pulp\\·ood, 75,000,000 board feet of veneer, 420,000 crossties, 
153,000 cords for barrels, shingles, dimension stock, etc.. and 
2,900,000 cords for fuel. 

A total of 1,574,700 acres of land was found to be idle, aban
doned, cut-over, burned or otherwise mismanaged, producing 
little or no returns to the individual or the public \Telfarer. 
·while most such lands are sub-marginal for field crops, prac
tically all could be turned into forests with profit. There 
should be no waste acres of the State. Every idle acre could and 



Iv 



42 

should be yielding profits to private individuals and building 
the State's wealth. 

HIGHWAYS 

South Carolina's highway system is being constantly extended 
and improved through the construction of additional roads and 
altering of existing ones. 

A sound financial policy has enabled the system to expand 
with the growing needs of agriculture, industry, tourists and the 
population in general. The statewide network of highways now 
consists of 26,510 miles, of which more than 21,579 are paved. 

The post-World \Var II period has brought over 12,280 miles 
of paved secondary system roads which serve as all-weather 
routes by which farmers may reach markets. These have con
tributed greatly to industrial development by enabling workers 
to continue to live at their homes in rural areas and commute 
daily to the new plants and factories. Values of rural property 
have increased immeasurably because of the secondary road 
program. 

Although the secondary road program is being continued as 
necessary to meet state and local needs, emphasis is being shifted 
to the Primary System where numerous major improvements are 
planned or actually under way. 

Especially noteworthy has been the recent construction of 
many city by-passes and urban highway improvements. Several 
such projects have recently been completed and more are under
way to relieve bottle-necks to traffic and make statewide travel 
safer. 

A fine highway system has encouraged the extensive use of 
motor transportation by industry and agriculture. Motor vehicle 
registration for the 1956-57 licensing period exceeded 822,534 
vehicles, many of which are trucks used in transporting textiles, 
farm products, machinery, building materials and almost any 
other commodity produced or consumed in the State. 

The increases in mileage in the highway system and in use of 
motor vehicles has presented an additional opportunity for edu
cational advancement in the state-that of training drivers in 
the safe operation of vehicles. Such training is being offered in 
many of the high schools. 
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In addition to the many business uses of the highway system, 
thousands of natives and tourists travel each year to their favor
ite beach and mountain resorts, all of which are accessible on 
excellent roads. 

RAIL, TRUCK, AND BUS LINES 

Certainly among prime considerations influencing industrial 
location is the availability of transportation facilities for the in
bound movement of raw materials and supplies, and for out
bound movement of finished articles to market. 

In South Carolina, a vast network of rail lines covers the 
State, including three of the major rail systems in the southern 
territory. These lines operate more than 3,300 miles of road, and 
many more miles of track, within the State, giving it one of the 
highest rail densities in the South. Railway Express service is 
available at most points, and the principal rail lines operate 
passenger service in all directions. 

Over 400 motor carriers operate truck lines in South Carolina 
over regular and irregular routes. This motor carrier industry 
is well adapted to the needs of the State, and is equipped to 
handle general commodities, special commodities, certain liquids 
in bulk, and household goods. Adequate interstate service and 
connections are assured. 

Adding to this well established transportation service are the 
major bus lines which operate over practically every highway 
in the State's primary system, rendering local and through pas
senger service upon frequent schedules. 

AIR TRANSPORTATION 

South Carolina is virtually midway on the natural air lanes 
connecting the East, Midwest, and the South and Southeast. 
The principal Federal Airways connecting the air route of the 
North and South of the Eastern part of the United States pass 
through the State. Other than this natural geographic advantage, 
South Carolina has many other attributes that lend themselves 
admirably to aeronautical progress, including favorable terrain 
and an ideal climate. 

Eight of the larger cities and one coastal resort in South Caro
lina are served by scheduled air carriers with good connections 
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to all parts of the world. These are: Anderson, Charleston, Co
lumbia, Florence, Greenville, Greenwood, Spartanburg, and 
Myrtle Beach. This well-spaced service means that one is never 
very far from a busy airport in South Carolina. 

Air lines operating in the State include: Eastern Air Lines, 
Delta Air Lines, National Air Lines, Southern Airways, and 
Piedmont Air Lines. 

In addition to the regularly scheduled air carrier service, 
South Carolina has a network of many airports that are ade
quate for use by all types of commercial aircraft. Many of these 
are in close proximity to the industrial plants throughout the 
State. 

SEAPORT F AGILITIES 

One of South Carolina's most important advantages to ne'v 
industry is nearby access to ocean transportation for the impor
tation of raw materials and the export of finished products. 

Through the state port at Charleston, and the adjacent smaller 
ports of Georgetown and Port Royal, South Carolina provides 
harbors and facilities through which goods of all kinds can be 
shipped to all domestic and foreign markets at low-cost ocean 
rates. 

The importance of this service to industry is best illustrated 
by the establishment in the state within the last few years of 
the first two major wool combing and processing plants in the 
South. This industry is typical of those dependent on ocean ship
ing to supply raw material. This was a determining factor in 
the location of the 'Vellman Combing Company plant at John
sonville and the Santee River Combing plant at Jamestown with 
direct rail and truck connections with the docks at Charleston. 

Ocean shipping serves the great Piedmont textile industry in 
the importation of Egyptian cotton, rayon fiber and the like, 
and for the export to foreign markets of finished cloth. Simi
larly are the paper mills and other industries served by the two
way movement of world trade. Agriculture and commerce are 
also benefitted as well as the average consumer. 

Growth in the shipping service rendered at the state seaports 
reflects the growth in industry 'vithin South Carolina during 
the post-World War II period. 
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Tonnage figures on the movement of waterborne commerce 
through the port of Charleston for the past decade show a four
fold increase in 1956, the latest year for which U. S. Engineer 
figures are available, over 1942. In 1942, 1,158,187 tons of cargo 
moved through the port; in 1956, 5,200,000. 

More important even are the statistics of the dollar value of 
cargo as compiled by the United States Department of Com
merce. Exports, which in 1942 totaled $15,907,000, had grown 
to $126,900,000 by 1956. Imports, which were valued at $11,098,-
000 in 1942, had increased to $59,800,000 in 1956. 

United States Customs collections, an important index of 
foreign trade, had increased from $659,000 in 1942 to $3,968,617 
during the past fiscal year. 

The sharp increase in the number of vessels calling at the 
port is further indicative of the expansion of ocean commerce. 
In 1956, 1,126 ocean vessels called at Charleston to load and dis
charge cargo of all kinds, as compared with only 198 vessels 
visiting the port in 1944. Furthermore Charleston now boasts 
a total of 38 leading steamship lines providing regular scheduled 
service to and from more than 110 world ports. 

Charleston's terminal facilities are among the best on the 
South Atlantic. Under the direction of the South Carolina 
State Ports Authority, which is charged with port development, 
the state's seaports secure cargo from a broad area through the 
solicitation efforts of representatives at branch offices in New 
York, Chicago and Rock Hill, S. C. All public docks in Charles
ton are operated by the Authority along with best waterfront 
storage warehouses. All cargo is handled with latest type me
chanical equipment. Numerous private terminals offer a wide 
range of piers for all types of cargo in addition to state docks. 

Funneling cargo of all kinds for export and import shipment 
not only in the service of the state and its industries, but also 
for the entire Southeast, and much of the great Midwest, South 
Carolina's seaports benefits the entire economy. 

A new $21,000,000 program is now underway at the ports of 
Charleston, Georgetown, and Beaufort which is expected to push 
the annual value of foreign trade close to the half-billion-dollar 
mark by 1961. The two latter ports will each receive complete 
berth units costing $1,500,000 apiece, while the bulk of the expan
sion will be invested at Charleston, which lies approximately 
half-way between the two. 
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ELECTRIC POWER 

The industrial strength, as well as the wealth of a nation or 
any part thereof, may well be measured by the units of power 
available for each worker. 

South Carolina is well supplied with electric generating sta
tions and with interconnected transmission and distribution 
lines; practically any customer can secure electric serYice at a 
reasonable cost anywhere within the State. 

The power companies, the REA co-operatives, the municipali
ties, South Carolina Public Service Authority and Greenwood 
Electric Power Commission are continually building new lines 
and new generating plants to supply the ever increasing demand 
for electric service in this State. 

There are now twenty-five hydro-electric plants with an in
stalled capacity of 9±8,000 kilowatts and nine steam electric gen
erating plants with a capacity of 742,000 kilowatts. 

The South Carolina Electric and Gas Company has announced 
plans for the construction of a steam electric generating plant 
below the Lake Murray dam with an installed capacity of more 
than 600,000 kilowatts. 

Duke Power Company and Carolina Power and Light Com
pany, both of which have numerous high voltage transmission 
lines interconnecting sub-stations and generating stations in both 
North Carolina and South Carolina, now have under construc
tion in North Carolina over 500,000 kilowatts of capacity in 
new steam generating units. A considerable portion of the power 
from these additional units will be available to South Carolina 
customers over the transmission lines crossing the State Line. 

The Clark Hill Project of the Corps of Engineers is complete 
and the seven 40,000 kilowatt units are providing power for use 
in South Carolina and Georgia. Some funds for planning the 
Hartwell Project have been made available by Congress, initial 
construction funds haYe been voted, and actual construction 
has begun. 

During the year 1956 power generation by privately owned 
utilities was 5,17 4,559,000 kilowatt hours and sales to ultimate 
consumers were 6,502,815,000 kilowatt hours. The difference be
tween generation and sales in South Carolina is due to the fact 
that both Duke Power Company and Carolina Power and Light 
Company have the greater part of their generation and loads in 
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North Carolina, and they transmit large quantities of electric 
power into South Carolina. Both of these Companies have under 
consideration the construction of generating plants in South 
Carolina. 

It may well be said that electric service is available to prac
tically any one in South Carolina desiring and prepared to 
make use of electric power in the home, farm or commercial 
establishment. 

TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 

So important has the telephone become to our present way of 
life, that a reliable yardstick of a state's growth is .its gain in 
telephones. 

Federal Communications Commission figures for the years 
1939-1948 show that South Carolina's telephone growth led the 
nation by a substantial margin during this period. The state's 
gains for business phones were 100.4 per cent and for residential 
telephones, 269.5 per cent as compared with national percentages 
of 73.4 per cent and 137.4 per cent, respectively. This is a direct 
reflection of the steady progress being made in all fields of the 
state's economy. 

Since the end of vVorld 'Var II, the total number of telephones 
in South Carolina has more than doubled. The S. C. Public 
Service Commission statistics show that there were 126,827 tele
phones in operation in the state January 1, 1946 and 408,()29 by 
January 1, 1957; an increase of over 222 per cent. The 50 tele
phone companies and six federal rural telephone cooperatives 
serving the state have pushed their building programs to keep 
pace with the ever increasing demand. 

There are 192 telephone exchanges in South Carolina today 
serving every section of the state. The number of rural stations 
has more than trebled during the past seven years. Over 7±,513 
rural telephones now link the prosperous farms with neighboring 
cities. Thousands of miles of copper telephone wire network 
the Palmetto State carrying approximately 2,15±,401 conversa
tions daily. 

At the end of 1945 there were only 6±5 long distance circuits in 
the state as compared to 2,253 twelve years later. 

In several sections of the state, huge steel radio relay towers 
have been erected to carry messages and television programs 
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from tower to tower via ultra short radio waves. Coaxial cables, 
introduced to South Carolinians shortly after the end of World 
War II, provide communication channels capable of transmit
ting hundreds of telephone conversations simultaneously. Even 
short wave radio telephone service has been made available in 
remote areas far from physical telephone lines. Complete mobile 
radio telephone service to automobiles and trucks for utilities 
and industrial plants is now being furnished in several cities. 
The dial telephones have been introduced into practically every 
section of the state and today four out of five telephones in 
operation are the dial type. 

Southern Bell Telephone and Telegraph Company, the largest 
in the state, along with 49 independent companies and six co
operatives employ a total of 4,129 persons and have a monthly 
payroll of approximately $1,343,163. The investment in telephone 
equipment and plants in South Carolina has increased 397.8 per 
cent within the past 12 years. Public Service Commission figures 
show the tremendous growth of the telephone industry in South 
Carolina: 

Jan. 1, 1946 
Investment ____________________ $24,127 ,258.00 
No. Employees _______ _______ 2,600 

Jan. 1, 1958 
$120,124,398.00 

4,129 

Thus, the telephone companies of the state constitute one of 
our large industries and, working together, assure South Caro
linians of telephone service equal to the best in the nation. 

TRADE SCHOOLS AND INDUSTRIAL TRAINING 

Great emphasis has been placed on expanding industry in 
South Carolina during the past several years. In order to ac
celerate such a program of expansion, the South Carolina Gen
eral Assembly of 1947 passed an act authorizing the establish
ment, operation and maintenance of a program of area trade 
schools. The primary aim of the system of state trade schools 
is to train citizens of South Carolina in specific skills, so that 
they might be better prepared to accept jobs in new and ex
panded industry. 

During the past ten years the trade schools have offered 
training to over 13,000 men and women. Most of these people 
have secured jobs in their chosen field of training within the 
state. 
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Superior Higher Academic Facilities ... 

. . . Combined With Modern Technical Training 
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South Carolina has invested about $5,000,000 for building, 
operating and training purposes since the beginning of the trade 
schools program in 1947. Trade school officials have made every 
effort to equip the shops with modern machinery. The value of 
the shop equipment is approximately $1,000,000. 

Training is offered at the Columbia Branch, for whites, in 
the following trades: Air Conditioning and Refrigeration, Auto 
Body and Fender, Auto Mechanics, Barbering, Cabinet Making, 
Diesel Mechanics and Operation, Electricity, Machine Shop, 
Printing, Radio and Television, Watchmaking and \Velding. 

The trade school for Negroes at Denmark, South Carolina 
offers training in the following trades: Air Conditioning and 
Refrigeration, Auto Mechanics, Barbering, Carpentry, Com
mercial Sewing, Secretarial Training, Cooks, and Bakers, Cos
metology, Electricity, Masonry, Painting and Floor Finishing, 
Plastering, Plumbing, Radio, Shoe Repairing and Tailoring. 

Vocational education is a vital part of every total school pro
gram and is being developed in new school areas where it was 
not possible to offer vocational education in the years past. New 
trade and industrial classes have been started, and distributive 
education is being offered in a larger number of schools than 
heretofore. The consolidation of schools, which has brought a 
larger number of pupils together, has made it possible for the 
high schools to support a broader type of vocational training. 

MILD CLIMATE 

South Carolina's mild, healthful climate has been and will 
continue to be an important factor in inducing industries to lo
cate in this State. Its milder winters mean lower fuel costs and 
happier, healthier workers, and its long months of sunshiny 
weather help to make off-the-job hours more pleasant. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA* 

East. Div. West. Div. 
Coast. Plain 

Mean Precipitation, 56 Yr. Record __________ 46.73 
Mean Temperature, 56 Yr. Record __________ 64.2 
January Average, 56 Yr. Record (Coldest 

Month) ------------------------------------------------------ 47.7 
July Average, 56 Yr. Record (Hottest 

Month) ------------------------------------------------------ 8 0.5 
Number of Days Precipitation .01" or 

more 53 Yr. Record -----------------------------
Number of Days Clear, 49 Yr. Record ___ _ 
Number of Days Partly Cloudy, 49 Yr. 

Record ------------------------------------------------------
Number of Days Cloudy, 49 Yr. Record 
Mean Annual Snowfall, 45 Yr. Record ___ _ 
Number Growing Days, All Records 

10 Y rs. ---------------------------------------------------- 241 
Killing Frost, Last in Spring -------------------- 3/19 
Killing Frost, First in Autumn ________________ 11/13 

• Summary, from Report of the U. S. Weather Bureau. 

ACCESS TO MARKETS 

Piedmont 
48.45 
61.7 

44.0 

79.3 

222 
3/29 
11/6 

State 
47.59 
63.0 

45.9 

79.9 

96 
175 

95 
95 

2.4 

231 
3/ 24 
11 / 9 

South Carolina is centrally located with respect to the South
east, an area where markets are growing more rapidly than in 
any other section of the country. These fast-growing markets 
are contributory factors in the industrial development of the 
area, which has been greater than that of any other section of 
the United States. 

In itself South Carolina offers a market which has developed 
almost unbelievably in recent years. The State led the nation 
from 1929 to 1953 in per capita buying income gains, with an 
increase of 297% as compared with a South Atlantic states 
average of 188% and a national average of 126%. 

The expanding markets of this and other southern states has 
been reflected in the movement of many kinds of industry into 
South Carolina to produce goods which can be quickly passed 
on to consumers. Typical examples are the location of two great 
wool processing plants within recent years in South Carolina 
to serve the growing number of wool spinning and weaving 
plants in the Southeast. 

Markets of the nation are accessible to industry in South Caro
lina through its excellent system of rail, highway, and air 
transportation, and the markets of the world are available 
through its seaports. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION 

Not the least among South Carolina's many attractions for 
industry are the many opportunities for recreation it affords. 
An abundance of woods and waters is accompanied by rlimate 
that permits year-round activities in most recreational pursuits. 

Fishing is enjoyed around the calendar and ranges from 
mountain trout, and the bass and bream of the inland waters, to 
the ocean surf and pier fishing and off-shore trolling. 

Hunting is excellent in season for those 1rho "-ant it. Scores 
of unexcelled golf courses dot the state, and racing and polo are 
favorites in the pinelands. 

Camping can be enjoyed most of the months in the year while 
sport activities are continuous. 

Cities, towns and rural countryside vie with one another in 
offering advantages to the traveler to visit them. 

Twenty-t1ro well developed State Parks dot the State, offering 
the visitor s'Yimming, picnicking, fishing, camping, vacationing 
and research studying. 

All State departments, through their varied services and ac
tivities, join in welcoming the newcomer to historic, hospitable 
and charming South Carolina. 

NEW INDUSTRIAL PLANTS AND EXPANSIONS 

South Carolina's industrial growth during 1956-57 was marked 
by continued diversification-a goal which has been the constant 
emphasis of the Development Board through the years. 

Important gains were made during the period in the fields of 
metal-working, use of mineral resources, chemicals, plastics, and 
foods, and smaller gains were made in a number of other fields . 

Among industries already important in the state's economy, 
substantial progress was noted. This was particularly true of our 
largest industry-textiles-which inYested many millions of 
dollars for expansion, much of it leading to further diversifica
tion. An allied industry, that of garment making, also made 
considerable progress, with a number of new plants in operation. 

South Carolina continued its drive toward becoming a center 
of the carpet manufacturing industry in the south, several of the 
nation's largest firms having established carpet-making or allj,ed 
plants. The state has by no means seen the end of the growth 
of this industry here. 
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A study of the latest industrial directory issued by the depart
ment shows that there are now nearly 1,000 separate and distinct 
articles being manufactured in South Carolina, and it appears 
likely that this number will continue to grow, since the success 
of one plant encourages others to come. 

Data on new plants and expansions during the year are in
cluded in the summary below. This summary shows capital in
vested or marked for investment by new industries from Jan
uary 1, 1945, to June 30, 1956, and the actual or anticipated ex
pansion programs of South Carolina manufacturers since 1945. 
The facts were obtained directly from industries concerned or 
from closely allied sources. No allowance has been made for in
dustrial plants which have begun operations or expansion pro
grams unless data are on record in the Department. 

Estimated Cost 
or 

Group Capital Invested 

Plants established or announced since January 
1' 1945 ------------------------------------------------------------------ __ $727 ,811 ,000 ,;, 

Plant expansion programs planned, under way or 
completed since 1945 ----------------------------------------------- $603,767,000 

* Does not include A.E.C. fuels plant cost. 

No attempt has been made to give a breakdown by fiscal years 
of the above data. To do so would be arbitrary since it is unusual 
for a large industrial plant to be conceived, the location selected, 
building constructed and operations started within a single year. 
For example, one large company included in the new plants 
referred to above first began to show an interest in the State 
prior to ·world War II. Negotiations were interrupted by the 
war and resumed afterward. Plans for a plant were announced 
late in 1945, construction began about a year later, and actual 
production began in the summer of 1948. 

BENEFITS FROM NEW INDUSTRIES 

It is virtually impossible to measure in full the benefits ac
cruing to the State from new industrial development. Every 
citizen is affected, directly or indirectly. The new industries 
noted above employ approximately 78,100 persons, who earn 
an estimated $217,000,000 annually. Based on dollar expenditure, 
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the existing industries which have expanded will add an esti
mated 62,000 new jobs and will pay additional annual wages in 
excess of $172,000,000. This means new annual wages of over 
$389,000,000 which have accrued to the benefit of the State and 
its people since the war. 

In addition to wages, industry must spend money for raw ma
terials, services, utilities, taxes, and on many other items which 
indirectly affect the livelihood of our citizens. Moreover, when 
a sizeable new payroll comes into the community, hundreds of 
other new jobs are created in retail stores, service stations, 
theatres, etc., to serve those whose incomes have increased. 

The effect of industrial growth on the rest of the economy has 
been marked. Correspondent gains are always noted in personal 
income, tax collections, bank deposits, etc., and in all types of 
wholesale, retail and service businesses. 


