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Problem Statement:
The State Office of Victim Assistance (SOVA) is the South Carolina Crime Victims'
Compensation Fund. This is a financial assistance program designed to help crime victims with
expenses directly resulting from the

victimization. These are expenses that are not covered by

other payment sources since the agency is payer of last resort. These funds are administered by

SOVA and governed by state and federal laws (S.C. Code of Laws Section 16-3-1290-1).

If

a

crime victim meets the eligibility criteria, certain costs for recovery treatment (medically or
psychologically as a direct result of the crime) or burial arrangements up to the maximum
allowed by law can be considered for payment. The agency processes approximately 5,000
claims annually and has paid out ten million dollars on crime victims' compensation claims in
the past few years. The compensation program has provided this service to crime victims since
June

of

l 982.

In

2009, the agency was given additional responsibilities which

developing; managing and supervising under Proviso 89.70 (see Appendix

I

am tasked with

A).

This proviso

enabled the agency to develop an auditing section for the Assessment AudiVCrime Victim Funds
pursuant to Sections 14-1-206 (B) (D), l4-l-207 (B) (D), l4-I-208 (B (D), and 14-l-211 (B)

of

the 1976 Code - known as ACT 141(see Appendix B). This legislation afforded the agency with
the opportunity to provide oversight of the collected and retained Victim Assistance Fines, Fees
and Assessment Funds within the various counties and municipalities statewide by conducting

programmatic reviews on any entity or non-profrt organization receiving victim assistance
funding to ensure that the crime victim funds are expended in accordance to state law.

If errors

are found during the review, the agency has 90 days to rectify the problem or a penalty would

apply. Prior to the proviso, there was no oversight or accountability of these funds. This
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allowed the funds within the counties and municipalities

to be

spent on unauthorized

expenditures outside the scope of providing direct victim services to crime victims.

Effective July

l,20ll,

Proviso 89.70 was enhanced and became Proviso 89.61. The

enhancement gave SOVA additional oversight and authority

to conduct both programmatic

reviews and financial audits. It also provided an opportunity to post those agencies that are in

non-compliance on our website and provided the Victim Services Coordinating Council
additional authority to develop guidelines for the expenditure of the victim assistance funds (see

Appendix C). The chart below shows the total number of budgets from agencies, other entities
and non-profits monitored and receiving funds from counties and municipalities across the state.

Fiscal Year

Monitored/Oversight

Received Donated Funds

FY

1

362 Budsets

36 Other Entities and Non-Profits

FY I 1-12

350 Budsets

36 Other Entities and Non-Profits

FY 12-13

359 Budgets

39 Other Entities and Non-Profits

10-1

The various counties and municipalities are able to donate these excess funds to other
entities and non-profits that provide direct services to crime victims

if they wish to do so after

their own primary victim assistance programs have been established, enhanced or expanded to
ensure that crime victims are provided with the highest quality of victim services. However,

there are a number

of

issues within various counties and municipalities regarding providing

specific guidelines for the expenditure of the donated funds to other entities and non-profits
receiving the funds. These funds must be used according to Proviso 89.61, ACT 141 and the
Approved Guidelines.

During the first two years

in which the auditing section was developed

and

implemented, staff recouped from budgets monitored and audits conducted over one million
dollars of victim assistance funds spent on unauthorized expenditures. Per our agency oversight,
counties, municipalities, other entities and non-profits were required to place these funds back

into the victim assistance fund within their appropriate counties and municipalities.

This issue continues to be a major concern of the agency for the following reasons: (l)
the non-profit and other entity receiving funds are not required by the donating agency to submit

a letter in advance outlining how the donated funds will be spent providing direct services to
crime victims. (2) Because there is no letter required up front prior to requesting the donation,
there is room for individual agency interpretation regarding the usage of funds. This often leads

to unauthorized expenditure of funds; (3) Agencies receiving donated funds do not

submit

monthly, quarterly and year-end statistical reports showing the number and types of victims
assisted or services provided from a specific area as a result of the donation;

and (a) The above

noted concerns then causes delays with our office closing out the file for the fiscal year due to

the number of "red flags" and or necessary follow up to resolve concerns regarding

the

accountability of the funds.

In this project, I provided some background on the agency and incorporated information
on how the auditing section was created and implemented to provide oversight of the victim
assistance frnes, fees and assessment

fund. I also identified

problems with donating and or

receiving the funds, provided data reviewed, collected and outlined how the problem could be
resolved while utilizing various documents developed by the agency to aid in the reduction and
or elimination of the funds being used for unauthorized expenditures.
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Data Collection:
The data collected during this project shows a number of things as

it

relates to the

counties and municipalities donating funds and the non-profits and other entities receiving the
funds.

First, looking at the issue of other entities and non-profits receiving the victim assistance
funds but not required to submit a request letter to the county or municipality donating the funds,

I considered the followine in this section:

o

The number of budgets monitored and reviewed

-

(from FY 10-l

I, n-12 and 12-

13 Budget Review Statistical Reports)

o

The number of counties and municipalities donating funds

o

The number of other entities and non-profits receiving funds

o

The amount of money donated to other entities and non-profits

-

(from SOVA files)

-

(from SOVA files)

-

(From budgets

received)
Secondly, I wanted to focus on the recoupment of the Victim Assistance Fines, Fees and
Assessment funds as a result of unauthorized expenditures. Therefore, in this section I reviewed
and captured the following:

o

Amount of victim assistance funds recouped as a result of the budget review
(from SOVA's Budget Year End Reports for FY l0-11,11-12 and 12-13)

o

Amount

of victim

assistance funds recouped

as a result of an

audit

(SOVA's Audit Year End Report for FY 10-11,1 l-12 and,12-13)
The third area that I wanted to explore relates to counties and municipalities not receiving

statistical reports from other entities and non-profits receiving the donation regarding providing
direct victim services as outlined above. In this section I considered the followine:

Number of inquiries SOVA received regarding questions
and or receiving a donation (from SOVA Inquiry Data Base)

Finally, the last area I captured to review relates to the "red flags" and follow up needed
to resolve the issue(s) regarding the fund. Therefore, I considered the following:
Number of other entities and non-profits in which "red flags were identified and

follow up warranted (from SOVA

case files)

The type of follow up warranted (from SOVA files)

o

Technical Assistance provided by staff (from SOVA files)

While preparing my project paper, I consulted with staff and reviewed agency policies
currently in place, strategized a plan of action to consider as we continue to assess this concern
and planned the necessary

follow up that may be warranted.

Data Analvsis:

When analyzing other entities and nonprofits receiving victim assistance funds but not
required to submit a request letter to the county or municipality donating the funds,

I

analyzed

and found the following with the understanding that counties and municipalities could donate to

multiple other entities and non-profits during the same fiscal year (see Appendix D):

o

For FY10-11, a total of 362 budgets were monitored and reviewed for counties,
municipalities as well as other entities and non-profits. Out of 362, there were 36
other entities and non-profits that received these donated funds. However, there
were only 16 counties and 12 municipalities that donated funds during this fiscal
year in the amount of $2,994,092.13

o

For FYll-12, a total of 350 budgets were monitored and reviewed for counties,
municipalities as well as other entities and non-profits. Out of 350, there were 36

other entities and non-profits that received these donated funds. However, there
were only 16 counties and I

I

municipalities that donated funds during this fiscal

year in the amount of $2,964,489.00

o

For FYl2-13, a total of 359 budgets were monitored and reviewed for counties,
municipalities as well as other entities and non-profits. Out of 359, there were 39
other entities and non-profits that received these donated funds. However, there
were only 18 counties and 19 municipalities that donated funds during this fiscal
year in the amount of $3,244,311.67

As I continued to analyze the victim assistance funds, I focused on the budget and audit
recoupment amounts regarding the funds used on unauthorized expenditures. These
unauthorized expenditures were identified by SOVA staff. As a result of the identified
unauthorized expenditures; counties, municipalities, other entities and non-profits were required

to submit supporting documentation showing that these funds were placed back into the victim
assistance accounts statewide. In an effort to hold these counties, municipalities, other entities
and non-profits accountable, the following was noted per the SOVA year-end reports regarding

reimbursement of funds back into the victim assistance accounts (see Appendix E):

In FYl0- 1 1, 597 ,703.97 was recouped in unauthorized expenditures via budget
review and $63 1 ,893

.3

5 recouped via audits (total recoupment 5729 ,597 .32)

In FYl I-12,9284,861.44 was recouped in unauthorized expenditures via budget
review and $5,892.13 recouped via audits (total recoupment $290,753.57)
In FY12-13,$179,482.77 was recouped in unauthorized expenditures via budget
reviews and $41,866.52 via audits (total recoupment $221,349.29)

This is a sign that counties, municipalities, other entities and non-profits are more aware of the
compliance requirements of Proviso 89.61.

Next, exploring the area relating to counties and municipalities not receiving statistical
reports from other entities and non-profits receiving the donation regarding number and types of

victims assisted and services provided as a result of the donation,

I considered the year-end

inquiry reports. These inquiries were for various reasons to include, but not limited to how are
the funds used, reported, donated, documented, budgeted, transferred in a contract, reimbursed

etc.

Please note the

following year-end inquiry statistical data taken from the Audit Year-End

Reports captured in Appendix E:

o

Per the inquiry database year-end report for

FYl0-11, there were79 inquiries

o

Per the inquiry database year-end report for

FYl

o

Per the inquiry database year-end report for

FYl2-13, there were 99 inquiries

The last area that

I

1- 12,

there were 77 inquiries

analyzed related to "red flags" and the complexity in our findings that

were captured in case files as a result of the budgets and or desk audit reviews. Please note the

followine:
In FY10-l

l,

18 other entities and non-profits were identified

and warranted staff

In FYl

l-I2,11

with "red flags"

follow up

other entities and non-profrts were identified with "red flags" and

warranted staff follow up

In FY12-13, 12 other entities and non-profits were identified with "red flags" and
warranted staff follow up

The types of

follow up warranted in

case files included but was not

limited to budget

amendments, submission of request letters and time and activity sheets (if applicable),
percentage reimbursement calculations, requests for expenditure reports etc. As the files are

reviewed and

oored

flags" documented, technical assistance is provided in the form of

discussions, conference calls, meetings with various entities upon their requests, resubmission

of

amended documents and also guidance to the SOVA website www.sova.sc.gov for technical
assistance and support regarding contracts, budgets, donations, statistical reports, publications

etc. The auditing staff is responsible for contacting each entity or non-profit as it relates to noted
"red flags' and explain the agency's findings and concerns. The entity or non-profit is afforded
an opportunity to correct the problem and or resubmit various documents before they are

required to reimburse the fund.

Although the number of other entities and non-profits identified above for the three frscal
years with "red flags" may appear to be a small number, the complexity of the findings noted in

the

case

file could result in thousands of dollars identified and used for unauthorized

expenditures. The staff is unable to close the donating county or municipality's case file or the
other entity and non-profit's case file until all issues are resolved to include but not limited to

reimbursing the victim assistance fund if wananted. This often times leads to numerous follow
up phone calls, emails and staff hours spent on reviewing various documents and discussing
issues noted regarding the "red flag" to resolve the matter and close the

fiscal year.

file for that particular

Solution:
In an effort to bring some consistency to the various counties and municipalities
regarding their donations and the accountability of the victim assistance funds once those funds
are donated to other entities or non-profits, the agency prepared a memo outlining procedures to
assist in donating the funds. The memo was distributed to police chiefs and sheriffs across the

state. Following the memo in January 2013, a Victim Assistance Fines, Fees and Assessment
Fund Donation Form was developed.
The donation form was developed to assist and aid in the accountability of the funds and
placed on the agency's website at www.sova.sc.gov under the auditing tab (see Appendix F). As

inquiries were addressed via technical assistance and support, staff referred counties,
municipalities, other entities and non-profits to the website and explained the purpose of the
memo and donation form in detail. Also, this allowed agencies to ask questions related to other
documents that may be useful to them and located on the website under the auditing tab.
Therefore; when warranted additional information and training was provided by staff.

Evaluation Method "Effect on Agencv and Stakeholders":
As the memo and donation form was explained and technical assistance and support

provided, staff was often informed that the memo and donation form was forwarded in some
instances to mayors, county and municipality administrators, finance directors, victim advocates
and other entities to make them aware of the process and procedure for donations. Staff was also

informed that this information was beneficial to all parties involved and that it would assist and
aid in more accountabilitv of the fund.

l0

In addition, to help the agency evaluate the success of the memo and donation form, staff
also conducted presentations and trainings at local events to include but not limited to

Victims'

Rights Week, Annual Sheriff s Conference, meetings with chiefs, sheriffs, victim advocates etc.
(see Appendix

G).

Based upon feedback staff received, the technical assistance and support,

trainings and presentations were proven to be beneficial and participants felt this was a great way
to get the pertinent information out to those that were in need of

it. Also, some participants

indicated they received the memo and donation form and used the form when making donations

to other entities and non-profits and found it to be useful and beneficial.
Staff

will continue to monitor the knowledge

and skills demonstrated on behalf of the

counties, municipalities, other entities and non-profits regarding this issue and track what future
services

will

be needed to assist in this area. Also, staff

will continue to track and monitor the

upcoming budget review phases, inquiries and complaints and document the positive impact this
new process and procedure had and may continue to have on counties and municipalities. It is
hoped that the level of compliance

will

increase and that both the frequency of budget

amendments and the number of audit funding

will

be reduced.

Summarv and Recommendations:
In my summary, the concerns outlined in this report regarding donating and receiving

victim assistance fines, fees and assessment funds clearly shows evidence that there has been
tremendous confusion regarding the process and procedure and accountability of such funds.

However, as evidenced through the memo distributed January 2013, newly developed donation
form, technical assistance and support, trainings and presentations, the agency has been able to
coordinate with the necessary stakeholders to rectiff some of the previously noted concerns and
oored

flags"; thereby proving that all of the above steps taken have been beneficial to all parties.

ll

Also, there has been success through word of mouth and feedback during and after
technical assistance and support, training and presenting at various functions that our efforts have
been beneficial to the stakeholders to include but not limited to counties, municipalities, other

entities, non-profits, sheriffs, chiefs, advocates, finance directors, SOVA etc.
Therefore, the agency will continue to monitor the knowledge and skills demonstrated on
behalf of the counties, municipalities, other entities and non-profits regarding this issue and track

future services and assistance needed in this area. However, as it relates to this matter, it appears
that all of the effort staff placed on getting the information and documents to counties,

municipalities, other entities and non-profits have proven beneficial and made a difference in the
donations and the accountability of the fund. Therefore, it is the agency's recommendation to
continue to highlight the donation form on the website and will update the donation form as

needed. We will periodically distribute the memo and form via email to remind counties,
municipalities, other entities and non-profits of the process and procedures regarding this issue
since these efforts were successful for the agency and are necessary for the future to assist in the

accountability of the Victim Assistance Fines, Fees and Assessment funds statewide.
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Memo
Victim Service Colleagues
From: Larry Barker, Ph.D.

- Director

Date:

October 13,2009

Re:

Proviso 89.70 (Assessment AudiVCrime Victim Funds) Pursuant to Sections 14-l-206 (B)
(D), r4-r-207 (B) (D),14-1-208 (B) (D), and l4-l-211 (B) of the 1976 Code

As the Director of the State Office of Victim Assistance (SOVA), I am excited about the working
relationships that our office has gained over the years with the various agencies within the victim
service field. We have worked hard together to bridge the gap in victim services and continue to
strive to provide the best quality of services to those that have been victimized. In doing so, we now
find ourselves at a point where we have newly developed legislation that enables SOVA to have some
oversight of the crime victim f,rnds.
Due to the new proviso 89.70, SOVA is now legislatively mandated to conduct Programmatic reviews
on any entity or non-profit orgarization receiving victim assistance fi.urding to ensure that the crime
victim funds are expended in accordance to the law. If errors are found, the agency has 90 days to
rectifr the problem and a penalty will apply if this is not done within the specified time period.

Also, any local entity or non-profit organization who receives fi.rnding from the victim assistance
flrnds is required to submit their budget to SOVA within 30 days of the budget being approved by
local goveming entity or non-profit organization.

This memo is to notiff you of the new legislation and the newly developed auditing section within
SOVA. Also, a copy of the new legislation is attached for your review.
Upon receipt of this information, please feel ffee to contact Ms. Ethel Douglas Ford at 803-734-1704
if you have questions regarding the new legislation or the auditing section.

Victims' Compensation

-

VictimMitness Assistance

-

Training

-

Information

-

Referrals

State Office of Victim Assistance
1205 Pendleton Street, Edgar A. Brown Building, Room 401
Columbia, SC 29201 (803) 734-19O0

w.sova.sc.oov
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Part 1 B section 89x 90 - General Provisions
Page 501

SECTION 89 X 90 GENERAL PROVISIONS
89.70. (GP: Assessment Audit / Crime Victim Funds) If the State Auditor finds that any county
treasurer, municipal treasurer, county clerk of court, magistrate, or municipal court has not
properly allocated revenue generated from court fines, fines, and assessments to the crime victim
funds or has not properly expended crime victim funds, pursuant to Sections 14-1-206(BXD),
l4-l-207(B)(D), l4-1-208(BXD), and 14-l-2ll(B) of the 1916 Code, the State Auditor shall
notifu the State Office of Victim Assistance. The State Office of Victim Assistance is authorized
to conduct programmatic reviews on any entity or non-profit organization receiving victim
assistance funding based on the referrals from the State Auditor or complaints of a specific
nature received by the State Office of Victim Assistance to ensure that crime victim funds are
expended in accordance with the law. Any local entity or non-profit organization who receives
funding from victim assistance is required to submit their budget to the State Office of Victim
Assistance within thirty days of the budget being approved by the local governing entity or nonprofit organization. In addition, any entity or non-profit organization receiving victim assistance
funding must cooperate and provide expenditure/program data requested by the State Office of
Victim Assistance. If the State Office of Victim Assistance finds an error, the entity or nonprofit organization has ninety days to rectify the error. An error constitutes an entity or nonprofit organization spending victim assistance funding on unauthorized items. If the entity or
non-profit organization fails to rectify the error within ninety days, the State Office of Victim
Assistance shall assess and collect a penalty of the amount of the unauthorized expenditure plus
$1,500 against the entity or non-profit organization for improper expenditures in a fiscal
year. All penalties received by the State Office of Victim Assistance shall be credited to the
General Fund of the State. If the penalty is not received by the State Office of Victim Assistance
within ninety days, the political subdivision will deduct the amount of the penalty from the entity
or non-profit organization's subsequent fiscal year appropriation.
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APPENDIX B
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SECTION 14-l-206. Additional assessment, general sessions or family court; remittance;
disposition; annual audits.

(A) A person who is convicted of, pleads guilty or nolo contendere to, or forfeits bond for an
offense occurring after June 30, 2008, tried in general sessions court must pay an amount equal
to 107.5 percent of the fine imposed as an assessment. This assessment must be paid to the clerk
of court in the county in which the criminal judgment is rendered for remittance to the State
Treasurer by the county treasurer. The assessment is based upon that portion of the fine that is
not suspended and assessments must not be waived, reduced, or suspended.
(B) The county treasurer must remit 35.35 percent of the revenue generated by the assessment
imposed in subsection (A) to the county to be used for the purposes set forth in subsection (D)
and remit the balance of the assessment revenue to the State Treasurer on a monthly basis by the
fifteenth day of each month and make reports on a form and in a manner prescribed by the State
Treasurer. Assessments paid in installments must be remitted as received.
(C) After deducting amounts provided pursuant to Section 14-1-210, the State Treasurer shall
deposit the balance of assessments received as follows:
(1) 42.08 percent for programs established pursuant to Chapter 21 of Title 24 and the Shock
Incarceration Program as provided in Article 13, Chapter 13 of Title 24;
(2) 14.74 percent to the Law Enforcement Training Council for training in the fields of law
enforcement and criminal justice;
(3) .45 percent to the Department of Public Safety to defray the cost of erecting and maintaining
the South Carolina Law Enforcement Officers Hall of Fame. When funds collected pursuant to
this item exceed the necessary costs and expenses of the South Carolina Law Enforcement
Officers Hall of Fame operation and maintenance as determined by the Department of Public
Safety, the department may retain, carry forward, and expend the surplus to defray the costs of
maintaining and operating the Hall of Fame;
(4) 14.46 percent to the Office of Indigent Defense for the defense of indigents;
(5) 1 1.83 percent for the State Office of Victim Assistance;
(6) 15.39 percent to the general fund;
(7) .89 percent to the Office of the Attomey General for a fund to provide support for counties
involved in complex criminal litigation. For the purposes of this itemo oocomplex criminal
litigation" means criminal cases in which the State is seeking the death penalty and has served
notice as required by law upon the defendant's counsel, and the county involved has expended
more than two hundred fifty thousand dollars for a particular case in direct support of operating
the court of general sessions and for prosecution related expenses. The Attorney General shall
develop guidelines for determining what expenses are reimbursable from the fund and shall
approve all disbursements from the fund. Funds must be paid to a county for all expenditures
authorized for reimbursement under this item except for the first one hundred thousand dollars
the county expended in satisfying the requirements for reimbursement from the fund; however,
money disbursed from this fund must be disbursed on a "first received, first paid" basis. When
revenue in the fund reaches five hundred thousand dollars, all revenue in excess offive hundred
thousand dollars must be credited to the general fund of the State. Unexpended revenue in the
fund at the end of the fiscal year carries over and may be expended in the next fiscal year; and
(8) .16 percent to the Office of the State Treasurer to defray the administrative expenses
associated with collectins and distributins the revenue of these assessments.
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(D) The revenue retained by the county under subsection (B) must be used for the provision of
services for the victims of crime including those required by law. These funds must be
appropriated for the exclusive purpose of providing victim services as required by Article 15 of
Title 16; specifically, those service requirements that are imposed on local law enforcement,
local detention facilities, prosecutors, and the summary courts. First priority must be given to
those victims' assistance programs which are required by Article 15 of Title 16 and second
priority must be given to programs which expand victims' services beyond those required by
Article 15 of Title 16. All unused funds must be carried forward from year to year and used
exclusively for the provision of services for victims of crime. All unused funds must be
separately identified in the governmental entity's adopted budget as funds unused and carried
forward from previous years.
(E) To ensure that fines and assessments imposed pursuant to this section and Section
l4-l-209(A) are properly collected and remitted to the State Treasurer, the annual independent
external audit required to be performed for each county pursuant to Section 4-9-150 must include
a review of the accounting controls over the collection, reporting, and distribution of fines and
assessments from the point of collection to the point of distribution and a supplementary
schedule detailing all fines and assessments collected by the clerk of court for the court of
general sessions, the amount remitted to the county treasurer, and the amount remitted to the
State Treasurer.

(1) To the extent that records are made available in the format determined pursuant to subsection
(EX4), the supplementary schedule must include the following elements:
(a) all fines collected by the clerk ofcourt for the court ofgeneral sessions;
(b) all assessments collected by the clerk of court for the court of general sessions;
(c) the amount of fines retained by the county treasurer;
(d) the amount of assessments retained by the county treasurer;
(e) the amount of fines and assessments remitted to the State Treasurer pursuant to this section;
and

(f) the total funds, by source, allocated to victim services activities, how those funds were
expended, and any balances carried forward.
(2) The supplementary schedule must be included in the external auditor's report by an "in
relation to" paragraph as required by generally accepted auditing standards when information
accompanies the basic financial statements in auditor submitted documents.
(3) Within thirty days of issuance of the audited financial statement, the county must submit to
the State Treasurer a copy of the audited financial statement and a statement of the actual cost
associated with the preparation of the supplemental schedule required in this subsection. Upon
submission to the State Treasurer, the county may retain and pay from the fines and assessments
collected pursuant to this section the actual expense charged by the external auditor for the
preparation of the supplemental schedule required in this subsection, not to exceed one thousand
dollars each year.
(a) The clerk of court and county treasurer shall keep records of fines and assessments required
to be reviewed pursuant to this subsection in the format determined by the county council and
make those records available for review.
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SECTION l4-l-207. Additional

assessment, magistrate's

court; remittance; disposition;

annual audits.

(A) A person who is convicted of, pleads guilty or nolo contendere to, or forfeits bond for an
offense occurring after June 30, 2008, tried in magistrates court must pay an amount equal to
107.5 percent of the fine imposed as an assessment. This assessment must be paid to the
magistrate and deposited as required by Section 22-l-70 in the county in which the criminal
judgment is rendered for remittance to the State Treasurer by the county treasurer. The
assessment is based upon that portion of the fine that is not suspended and assessments must not
be waived, reduced, or suspended. The assessment may not be imposed on convictions for
violations of Sections 56-3-1970, 56-5-2510, and 56-5-2530, or another state law, municipal
ordinance, or county ordinance restricting parking in a prohibited zone or in a parking place
clearly designated for handicapped persons.
(B) The county treasurer must remit 1 1.16 percent of the revenue generated by the assessment
imposed in subsection (A) to the county to be used for the purposes set forth in subsection (D)
and remit the balance of the assessment revenue to the State Treasurer on a monthly basis by the
fifteenth day of each month and make reports on a form and in a manner prescribed by the State
Treasurer. Assessments paid in installments must be remitted as received.
(C) After deducting amounts provided pursuant to Section 14-1-210, the State Treasurer shall
deposit the balance of the assessments received as follows:
(l) 32.36 percent for programs established pursuant to Chapter 21 of Title 24 and the Shock
Incarceration Program as provided in Article 13, Chapter 13 of Title24;
(2) 20.72 percent to the Law Enforcement Training Council for training in the fields of law
enforcement and criminal justice;
(3) .60 percent to the Department of Public Safety to defray the cost of erecting and maintaining
the South Carolina Law Enforcement Officers Hall of Fame. When funds collected pursuant to
this item exceed the necessary costs and expenses of the South Carolina Law Enforcement
Officers Hall of Fame operation and maintenance as determined by the Department of Public
Safety, the department may retain, carry forward, and expend the surplus to defray the costs of
maintaining and operating the Hall of Fame;
(4) 18.82 percent for the State Office of Victim Assistance;
(5) 15.93 percent to the general fund;
(6) 10.49 percent to the Office of Indigent Defense for the defense of indigents;
(7) .92 percent to the Office of the Attorney General for a fund to provide support for counties
involved in complex criminal litigation. For the purposes of this item, "complex criminal
litigation" means criminal cases in which the State is seeking the death penalty and has served
notice as required by law upon the defendant's counsel and the county involved has expended
more than two hundred fifty thousand dollars for a particular case in direct support of operating
the court of general sessions and for prosecution related expenses. The Attorney General shall
develop guidelines for determining what expenses are reimbursable from the fund and shall
approve all disbursements from the fund. Funds must be paid to a county for all expenditures
authorized for reimbursement under this item except for the first one hundred thousand dollars
the county expended in satisfying the requirements for reimbursement from the fund; however,
money disbursed from this fund must be disbursed on a "first received, first paid" basis. When
revenue in the fund reaches five hundred thousand dollars, all revenue in excess of five hundred
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thousand dollars must be credited to the general fund of the State. Unexpended revenue in the
fund at the end of the fiscal year carries over and may be expended in the next fiscal year; and
(8) .16 percent to the Office of the State Treasurer to defray the administrative expenses
associated with collecting and distributing the revenue of these assessments.
(D) The revenue retained by the county under subsection (B) must be used for the provision of
services for the victims of crime including those required by law. These funds must be
appropriated for the exclusive purpose of providing victim services as required by Article l5 of
Title 16; specifically, those service requirements that are imposed on local law enforcement,
local detention facilities, prosecutors, and the summary courts. First priority must be given to
those victims' assistance programs which are required by Article 15 of Title l6 and second
priority must be given to programs which expand victims' services beyond those required by
Article 15 of Title 16. All unused funds must be carried forward from year to year and used
exclusively for the provision of services for victims of crime. All unused funds must be
separately identified in the governmental entity's adopted budget as funds unused and carried
forward from previous years.
(E) To ensure that fines and assessments imposed pursuant to this section and Section
l4-l-209(A) are properly collected and remitted to the State Treasurer, the annual independent
external audit required to be performed for each county pursuant to Section 4-9-150 must include
a review of the accounting controls over the collection, reporting, and distribution of fines and
assessments from the point of collection to the point of distribution and a supplementary
schedule detailing all fines and assessments collected by the magistrate's court of that county,
the amount remitted to the county treasurer, and the amount remitted to the State Treasurer.
(1) To the extent that records are made available in the format determined pursuant to subsection
(EX4), the supplementary schedule must include the following elements:
(a) all fines collected by the magistrate's court;
(b) all assessments collected by the magistrate's court;
(c) the amount of fines retained by the county treasurer;
(d) the amount of assessments retained by the county treasurer;
(e) the amount of fines and assessments remitted to the State Treasurer pursuant to this section;
and
(f) the total funds, by source, allocated to victim services activities, how those funds were
expended, and any balances carried forward.
(2) The supplementary schedule must be included in the external auditor's report by an "in
relation to" paragraph as required by generally accepted auditing standards when information
accompanies the basic financial statements in auditor submitted documents.
(3) Within thirty days of issuance of the audited financial statement, the county must submit to
the State Treasurer a copy of the audited financial statement and a statement of the actual cost
associated with the preparation of the supplemental schedule required in this section. Upon
submission to the State Treasurer, the county may retain and pay from the fines and assessments
collected pursuant to this section the actual expense charged by the external auditor for the
preparation of the supplemental schedule required in this subsection, not to exceed one thousand
dollars each year.
(a) The clerk of court and county treasurer shall keep records of fines and assessments required
to be reviewed pursuant to this subsection in the format determined by the county council and
make those records available for review.
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SECTION l4-l-208. Additional

assessment, municipal

court; remittance; disposition; annual

audits.

(A) A person who is convicted of, or pleads guilty or nolo contendere to, or forfeits bond for an
offense occurring after June 30, 2008, tried in municipal court must pay an amount equal to
107.5 percent of the fine imposed as an assessment. This assessment must be paid to the
municipal clerk of court and deposited with the city treasurer for remittance to the State
Treasurer. The assessment is based upon that portion of the fine that is not suspended, and
assessments must not be waived, reduced, or suspended. The assessment may not be imposed
on convictions for violations of Sections 56-3-1970, 56-5-2510, and 56-5-2530, or another state
law, municipal ordinance, or county ordinance restricting parking in a prohibited zone or in a
parking place clearly designated for handicapped persons.
(B) The city treasurer must remit 1 1 .16 percent of the revenue generated by the assessment
imposed in subsection (A) to the municipality to be used for the purposes set forth in subsection
(D) and remit the balance of the assessment revenue to the State Treasurer on a monthly basis by
the fifteenth day of each month and make reports on a form and in a manner prescribed by the
State Treasurer. Assessments paid in installments must be remitted as received.
(C) After deducting amounts provided pursuant to Section l4-I-210, the State Treasurer shall
deposit the balance of the assessments received as follows:
(l) 14.04 percent for programs established pursuant to Chapter 21 of Title 24 and the Shock
Incarceration Program as provided in Article 13, Chapter 13 of Title24;
(2) 13.89 percent to the Law Enforcement Training Council for training in the fields of law
enforcement and criminal justice;
(3) .36 percent to the Department of Public Safety to defray the cost of erecting and maintaining
the South Carolina Law Enforcement Offrcers Hall of Fame. When funds collected pursuant to
this item exceed the necessary costs and expenses of the South Carolina Law Enforcement
Officers Hall of Fame operation and maintenance as determined by the Department of Public
Safety, the department may retain, carry forward, and expend the surplus for the purpose of
defraying the costs of maintaining and operating the Hall of Fame;
(4) 10.38 percent for the State Office of Victim Assistance;
(5) 1 1.53 percent to the general fund;
(6) 10.56 percent to the Office of Indigent Defense for the defense of indigents;
(7) .89 percent to the Department of Mental Health to be used exclusively for the treatment and
rehabilitation of drug addicts within the department's addiction center facilities;
(8) .54 percent to the Office of the Attorney General for a fund to provide support for counties
involved in complex criminal litigation. For the purposes of this item, "complex criminal
litigation" means criminal cases in which the State is seeking the death penalty and has served
notice as required by law upon the defendant's counsel and the county involved has expended
more than one hundred thousand dollars for a particular case in direct support of operating the
court of general sessions and for prosecution-related expenses. The Attorney General shall
develop guidelines for determining what expenses are reimbursable from the fund and shall
approve all disbursements from the fund. Funds must be paid to a county for all expenditures
authorized for reimbursement under this item except for the first one hundred thousand dollars
the county expended in satisfying the requirements for reimbursement from the fund; however,
money disbursed from this fund must be disbursed on a "first received, first paid" basis. When
revenue in the fund reaches five hundred thousand dollars, all revenue in excess of five hundred
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thousand dollars must be credited to the general fund of the State. Unexpended revenue in the
fund at the end of the fiscal year carries over and may be expended in the next fiscal year;
(9Xa) 9.16 percent to the Department of Public Safety for the programs established pursuant to
Section 56-5-2953(E); and
(b) 1.31 percent to SLED for the programs established pursuant to Section 56-5-2953(E);
(10) 13.61 percent to the Governor's Task Force on Litter and in the expenditure of these funds,
the provisions of Chapter 35 of Title I I do not apply;
(11) 13.61 percent to the Department of Juvenile Justice. The Department of Juvenile Justice
must apply the funds generated by this item to offset the nonstate share of allowable costs of
operating juvenile detention centers so that per diem costs charged to local governments utilizing
the juvenile detention centers do not exceed twenty-five dollars a day. Notwithstanding this
provision of law, the director of the department may waive, reduce, defer, or reimburse the
charges paid by local governments for juvenile detention placements. The department may apply
the remainder of the funds generated by this item, if any, to operational or capital expenses
associated with regional evaluation centers; and
(12) .I2 percent to the Office of the State Treasurer to defray the administrative expenses
associated with the collecting and distributing the revenue of these assessments.
(D) The revenue retained by the municipality under subsection (B) must be used for the
provision of services for the victims of crime including those required by law. These funds must
be appropriated for the exclusive purpose of providing victim services as required by Article 15
of Title l6; specifically, those service requirements that are imposed on local law enforcement,
local detention facilities, prosecutors, and the summary courts. First priority must be given to
those victims' assistance programs which are required by Article l5 of Title 16 and second
priority must be given to programs which expand victims' services beyond those required by
Article 15 of Title 16. All unused funds must be carried forward from year to year and used
exclusively for the provision of services for victims of crime. All unused funds must be
separately identified in the governmental entity's adopted budget as funds unused and carried
forward from previous years.
(E) To ensure that fines and assessments imposed pursuant to this section and Section
l4-l-209(A) are properly collected and remitted to the State Treasurer, the annual independent
external audit required to be performed for each municipality pursuant to Section 5-7-240 must
include a review of the accounting controls over the collection, reporting, and distribution of
fines and assessments from the point of collection to the point of distribution and a
supplementary schedule detailing all fines and assessments collected at the court level, the
amount remitted to the municipal treasurer, and the amount remitted to the State Treasurer.
(1) To the extent that records are made available in the format determined pursuant to subsection
(EX4), the supplementary schedule must include the following elements:

(a) all fines collected by the clerk of court for the municipal court;
(b) all assessments collected by the clerk of court for the municipal court;
(c) the amount of fines retained by the municipal treasurer;
(d) the amount of assessments retained by the municipal treasurer;
(e) the amount of fines and assessments remitted to the State Treasurer pursuant to this section;
and
(0 the total funds, by source, allocated to victim services activities, how those funds were
expended, and any balances carried forward.
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(2) The supplementary schedule must be included in the external auditor's report by an "in
relation to" paragraph as required by generally accepted auditing standards when information
accompanies the basic financial statements in auditor submitted documents.
(3) Within thirty days of issuance of the audited financial statement, the municipality must
submit to the State Treasurer a copy of the audited financial statement and a statement of the
actual cost associated with the preparation of the supplemental schedule required in this section.
Upon submission to the State Treasurer, the municipality may retain and pay from the fines and
assessments collected pursuant to this section the actual expense charged by the external auditor
for the preparation of the supplemental schedule required in this subsection, not to exceed one
thousand dollars each year.
(4) The clerk of court and municipal treasurer shall keep records of fines and assessments
required to be reviewed pursuant to this subsection in the format determined by the municipal
goveming body and make those records available for review.

SECTION l4-l-209. Payment of fine and assessment in installments.
(A) If

a payment for a fine and assessment levied in the circuit court is made in installments, the
of
court must treat sixty-two percent of each installment as payment for a fine and
clerk
distribute it pursuant to Section l4-l-205 and thiny-eight percent of each installment as payment
for an assessment and distribute it pursuant to Section 14-l-206.
(B) If a payment for a fine and assessment levied in the magistrate's court is made in
installments, the magistrate must treat 47 percent of each installment as payment for an
assessment and distribute it pursuant to Section l4-l-207.
(C) If a payment for a fine and assessment levied in the municipal court is made in installments,
the municipal court judge must treat 40 percent of each installment as payment for an assessment
and distribute it pursuant to Section l4-l-208.

SECTION l4-l-210. Periodic audits of county and municipal treasurers and clerks of court to
determine whether mandated fees collected and remitted; reports; collection and distribution of
assessments, etc., training.

(A) Based upon

Auditor shall periodically examine the
books, accounts, receipts, disbursements, vouchers, and any records considered necessary ofthe
county treasurers, municipal treasurers, county clerks of court, magistrates, and municipal courts
to report whether or not the assessments, surcharges, fees, fines, forfeitures, escheatments, or
other monetary penalties imposed or mandated, or both, by law in family court, circuit court,
magistrates court, and municipal court are properly collected and remitted to the State. In
addition, these audits shall determine if the proper amount of funds have been reported, retained,
and allocated for victim services in accordance with the law. These audits must be performed in
accordance with standard auditing practices to include the right to respond to findings before the
publishing of the audit report. The State Auditor shall submit a copy of the completed audit
report to the chairmen of the House Ways and Means Committee, Senate Finance Committee,
House Judiciary Committee, Senate Judiciary Committee, and the Governor. If the State Auditor
finds that a jurisdiction has over remitted the state's portion of the funds collected by the
jurisdiction or over reported or over retained crime victim funds, the State Auditor shall notify
the State Treasurer to make the appropriate adjustment to that jurisdiction. If the State Auditor
a random selection process, the State
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finds that a jurisdiction has under remitted, incorrectly reported, incorrectly retained, or
incorrectly allocated the State or victim services portion of the funds collected by the
jurisdiction, the State Auditor shall determine where the error was made. If the error is
determined to have been made by the county or municipal treasurer's office, the State Auditor
shall notifu the State Office of Victim Assistance for the crime victim portion and the chief
administrator of the county or municipality of the findings and, if full payment has not been
made by the county or municipality within ninety days of the audit notification, the State
Treasurer shall adjust the jurisdiction's State Aid to Subdivisions Act funding in an amount equal
to the amount determined by the State Auditor to be the state's portion; or equal to the amount
incorrectly reported, retained, or allocated pursuant to Sections 14-l-206, l4-I-207, I4-l-208,
and l4-l-211.
an error is determined to have been made at the magistrate, municipal, family, or circuit courts,
the State Auditor shall notifr the responsible office, their supervising authority, and the chief
justice of the State. If full payment has not been made by the court within ninety days of the
audit notification, the chief magistrate or municipal court or clerk of court shall remit an amount
equal to the amount determined by the State Auditor to be the state's portion or the crime victim
fund portion within ninety days of the audit notification.
(B) The State Auditor shall conduct these examinations and the local authority is required to
participate in and cooperate fully with the examination. The State Auditor may subcontract with
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independent auditors on audits required pursuant to subsection (A) of this section. The State
Auditor shall create an audit team to perform these audits. The State Treasurer shall transfer, in
each fiscal year, the first $10,900 received from the General Sessions Court pursuant to Section
14-l-206, the first $136,600 received from magistrates court pursuant to Section l4-I-207, and
the first $102,500 received from municipal court pursuant to Section I4-l-208 for a total of
$250,000 to the State Auditor's Office to fund these audits as required pursuant to subsection (A)
of this section. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a state agency or local
governmental entity receiving assessments, surcharges, fees, fines, forfeitures, escheatments, or
other monetary penalties imposed or mandated, or both, by law in family court, circuit court,
magistrates court, and municipal court may use any of its funds to assist the State Auditor's
Office in funding these audits.
(C) Each municipality shall submit a copy of its annual audit report as provided pursuant to
Section 5-7-240 without charge to both the Office of the State Treasurer and the State Auditor's
Office within thiny days of the report being made public. If a municipality fails to provide the
copy of the annual audit within the time provided, the Office of the State Treasurer may withhold
the municipality's State Aid to Subdivisions Act distribution until the annual audit report is
properly filed.
(D) The Office of the State Treasurer and South Carolina Court Administration shall make
available annually training on the collection and distribution of assessments, surcharges, fees,
fines, forfeitures, escheatments, or other monetary penalties imposed or mandated, or both, by
law in family court, circuit court, magistrates court, and municipal court for the counties,
municipalities, and court employees.
(E) The State Treasurer shall transfer, in each fiscal year, $2,000 received from the General
Sessions Court pursuant to Section 14-l-206, $5,000 received from magistrates court pursuant to
Section I4-I-207, and $3,000 received from municipal court pursuant to Section 14-1-208 for a
total of $10,000 to fund annual training on the collection and distribution of assessments,
surcharges, fees, fines, forfeitures, escheatments, or other monetary penalties imposed or
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mandated, or both, by law in family court, circuit court, magistrates court, and municipal court
for the counties, municipalities, and court employees. The Office of the State Treasurer and
South Carolina Court Administration are responsible for the annual training prescribed by this
section.

SECTION l4-l-211. General Sessions Court surcharge; fund retention for crime victim
services; unused funds; reports; audits.
(A)(1) In addition to all other assessments and surcharges, a one hundred dollar surcharge is
imposed on all convictions obtained in general sessions court and a twenty-five dollar surcharge
is imposed on all convictions obtained in magistrates and municipal courts in this State. The
surcharge may not be imposed on convictions for misdemeanor traffic offenses including, but not
limited to, violations of Sections 56-3-1970,56-5-2510, and 56-5-2530, or another state law,
municipal ordinance, or county ordinance restricting parking in a prohibited zone or in a parking
place clearly designated for handicapped persons. However, the surcharge applies to all
violations of Section 56-5-2930 and Section 56-5-2933. No portion of the surcharge may be
waived, reduced, or suspended.
(2) In addition to all other assessments and surcharges, a one hundred dollar surcharge is
imposed on all convictions pursuant to Section 56-5-2930 and Section 56-5-2933. No portion of
the surcharges imposed pursuant to this section may be waived, reduced, or suspended.
(B) The revenue collected pursuant to subsection (A)(1) must be retained by the jurisdiction
which heard or processed the case and paid to the city or county treasurer, for the purpose of
providing services for the victims of crime, including those required by law. Any funds retained
by the county or city treasurer pursuant to subsection (A)(1) must be deposited into a separate
account for the exclusive use for all activities related to the requirements contained in this
provision. For the purpose of funds allocation and expenditure, these funds are a part of the
general funds of the city or county. These funds must be appropriated for the exclusive pu{pose
of providing victim services as required by Chapter 3, Article 15 of Title l6; specifically, those
service requirements that are imposed on local law enforcement, local detention facilities,
prosecutors, and the summary courts. First priority must be given to those victims' assistance
programs which are required by Chapter 3, Article l5 of Title l6 and second priority must be
given to programs which expand victims' services beyond those required by Chapter 3, Article
15 of Title 16. These funds must be used for, but are not limited to, salaries, equipment that
includes computer equipment and internet access, or other expenditures necessary for providing
services to crime victims. All unused funds must be carried forward from year to year and used
exclusively for the provision of services to the victims of crime. All unused funds must be
separately identified in the governmental entity's adopted budget as funds unused and carried
forward from previous years. The revenue collected pursuant to subsection (A)(2) must be paid
over to the State Treasurer monthly and placed in a separate account to be used for spinal cord
research by the Medical University of South Carolina.
All one-time operating and administrative costs for municipal and county governments related to
computer upgrades or programming related to these surcharges shall be deducted from the
revenue collected pursuant to subsection (A)(2) by municipal and county governments before
remission of these funds to the State Treasurer. All operating, personnel, and administrative
costs and expenses of the Spinal Cord Injury Research Board and its programs as established in
Article 5, Chapter 38 of Title 44, must be paid for through revenue collected pursuant to
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subsection (AX2) and deposited in this separate account. A report detailing the use of these
funds must be furnished to the General Assembly on an annual basis.
(C) The surcharged revenue retained by the general sessions court, magistrate's, or municipal
courts in this State pursuant to subsection (B) must be reported by the city or county treasurer to
the State Treasurer monthly. All unused funds must be canied forward from year to year and
used exclusively for the provision of services to the victims of crime. All unused funds must be
separately identified in the governmental entity's adopted budget as funds unused and carried
forward from previous years.
(D) To ensure that surcharges imposed pursuant to this section are properly collected and
remitted to the city or county treasurer, the annual independent extemal audit required to be
performed for each municipality pursuant to Section 5-7-240 and each county pursuant to
Section 4-9-150 must include a review of the accounting controls over the collection, reporting,
and distribution of surcharges from the point of collection to the point of distribution and a
supplementary schedule detailing all surcharges collected at the court level, and the amount
remitted to the municipality or county.
(1) The supplementary schedule must include the following elements:
(a) all surcharges collected by the clerk of court for the general sessions, magistrate's, or
municipal court;
(b) the amount of surcharges retained by the city or county treasurer pursuant to this section;
(c) the amount of funds allocated to victim services by fund source; and
(d) how those funds were expended, and any carry forward balances.
(2) The supplementary schedule must be included in the external auditor's report by an "in
relation to" paragraph as required by generally accepted auditing standards when information
accompanies the basic financial statements in auditor submitted documents.
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NEW PROVISO 89.61
Effective July 1, 20ll
(GF: Assessnrnt Audit lCrime Victim Funds) If the State Auditor finds that any county
treasurer, municipal treasurer, county clerk of court, magistrate, or municipal court has not properly
allocated revenue generated from court fines, fines, and assessments to the crime victim funds or has not
properly expended crime victim funds,pursuant to Sections 14-1-206(BXD), l4-l-207(BXD), l4-1208(BXD), andl4-l-2ll(B) of the 1976 Code, the State Auditor shallnotify the State OfIice of
Victim Assistance. The State Office of Victim Assistance is authorized to conduct an oudit which shall
include both a programmatic rex,.iew$€n review and financial audit of any entity or non-profit
organization receiving victim assistance funding based on the referrals from the State Auditor or
complaints of a specific nature received by the State Office of Victim Assistance to ensure that crime
victim funds are expended in accordance with the law. Guidelines for the expenditure of these funds
shall be developed by the Victim Services Coordinating Council. The Victim Services Coordinating
Council shall develop these guidelines to ensure any expenditure which meets the parameters of Title
16. Article 15 is an allowable expenditure. Any local entity or non-profit organization whe-that
receives funding from vietimassistonee revenue generated from crime victim funds is required to submit
their budget for the expenditure of these funds to the State Office of Victim Assistance within thirty days
of the
overning entiff body of the entitv or
non-profit organization. Failure to compllt with this provision shall cause the State Office of Victim
Assistorce to initiate a programmatic review and a financial audit of the entitv's or non-profit
organization's expenditures of victim assistance funds. Additionall)), the State Affice of Victim
Assistarrce will place the name of the non-compliant entit.v or non-prortt organization on their webite
where it shall remain until such time as thelt are in compliance with the terms of this proviso. l+

8961.

eddj+i€fl-,---€ff:r Any entity or non-profit organization receiving victim assistance
funding must cooperate and provide expenditure/program data requested by the State Office of
Victim Assistance. If the State Office of Victim Assistance finds an error, the entity or non-profit
organization has ninety days to rectifu the error. An error constitutes an entity or non-profit
organization spending victim assistance funding on unauthorized items as determined blt the State
Ofrce of Victims Assistance. If the entity or non-profit organization fails to cooperate with the
programmatic review andrtnancial audit or to rectifu the error within ninety days,the State Office of
Victim Assistance shall assess and collect a penaltydlthe amount of the unauthorized expenditure plus
$1,500 againstthe entity or non-profit organization for improper expenditures in-a4seafyeer- Zftrs
penalt.v plus $1.500 must be paid within thirt]) dqvs qf the notfrcation b]) the State Office of Victim
Assistance to the entilv or non-proft organization that thev) are in non- compliance with the
provisions of this proviso. All penalties received by the State Office of Victim Assistance shall be
credited to the General Fund of the State. If the penalty is not received by the State Office of Victim
Assistance within 4inety thirty days of the notification, the political subdivision will deduct
the amount of the penalty from the entity or non-profit organization's subsequent fiscal
year appropriation.
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SOUTH CAROLINA

Victim Service Coordinating CounciI
Apnroved Guide for Expenditures of Monies Collected for Crime Victim
Service in Municinalities and Counties.
Effective Januarv /2010
The following is a suggested list of acceptable expenditures of crime victims' funds
retained by county and municipal governments pursuant to Sections 14-l-206,l4-l-207r141-208, and 14-1-2LL exclusively for the purpose of providing victim servicesl including but
not limited to:

l. Personnel, salaries/ benefits, performing direct services to crime victims (Victim Advocates
within law enforcement and solicitor offices, notifiers for detention centers and the sunmary
courts);
2. Automobiles shall be used solely by the Victim Service Provider (VSP) for providing direct
victim services for the life of the automobile.
3. Expenses for a victim may be reimbursed to the Victim Service Provider (VSP) only while
providing direct victims services at the rate of per diem for meals and transportation

4. Computers, computer software, internet connection, website for personnel providing
direct crime victim services:
5. Automated

victim information and notification systems;

6. Training and conference registration, hotel accommodations for personnel providing
direct crime victim services;
7. Office space, furniture, equipment (telephone, telephone lines, 800 numbers, fax, copier)
and equipment maintenance for personnel providing direct crime victim services;
8. Postage, copying and printing cost for programs as relating to notification services and
correspondence relating to direct victim services as carried out by the Victim Service Provider

9. Brochures for crime victims describing the crime victim services available through the entities
and contact information. Reference materials.
10. Telephone charges relating directly to crime victim services;
I

l.

Pager, cell phone expenses for personnel providing direct crime

victim services;
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12. Volunteer personnel and training expenses directly

providing services to crime victims;

13. Office supplies for personnel directly involved in providing services for crime victims;
14. Camera, film, video tape, VCR recording equipment to support evidence documentation for
domestic violence and sexual assault cases and viewing of educational materials for victims;
15. Recording or translation services directly related to crime victim services;

for Women and Children shelters/ treatment center for crime within the county
or municipality;
16. Funding

17. Funding

for Rape Crisis Centers

for other local organizations providing direct services for crime victims
(Mental Health, etc.);

18. Funding

19. Matching funds

for grant programs providing direct services to crime victims

( CDV grants, dedicated court grants for CDV, etc.);Emergency funding to be paid to service
providers for crime victims: day care for children of crime victims required to be in court,
limited rent, utilities for transitional housing for CDV victims, limited groceries, transportation,
etc.);Funding for child friendly interview rooms, separate waiting rooms for crime victims.
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State Office of Victim Assistance

Auditing Section
Three Year Budget Review Stats

Total Number of
Budgets
Monitored/Reviewed
for Counties,
Municipalities and
Non-Profits

Total Number of
Budgets
Monitored/Reviewed
for Gounties,
Municipalities and
Non-Profits

Total Other Entities &
Non Profit Aeencies

Total Other Entities &

Total Number of
Budgets
Monitored/Reviewed for
Gounties,
Municipalities and NonProfits
Total Other Entities & Non
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APPENDIX E
o
SOVA Audit Year-End Reports for
FY10-11

FYll-12
FY12-13

o
aa
JJ

o
Total Number of Audits Worked

17

Estimated Number of Act 141
lnquiriee Received

79

Total Reports Completed and Posted
to Website

15

Total Budgefs IVot Received
by June 30, 2011

2

Total Audit Sife Visits Completed

15

Total Budget Desk Audits
Conducted by SOVA

n5

Total Reports lssued with Error's

9

Total Victim Service Budgets
Requested by SOVA

297

Total Reports /ssued without Error's

6

Municipalities with no
Retained Funds as of June

65

30,2011

See Below: Scheduled Proqrammatic
Reviews for FY 11-12 as of June 30.

o
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2011

SOYA 90 Day Follow-up Audits

Scheduled
State 90 Day Follow-up Audits

Scheduled

See Below: Total Number of
Complaint Letterc Received

Total Number of Closed Complaints
(Did not result into a Programmatic
Review)
Total Number of Closed Complaints
(Did result into a Programmatic
Review)
Total Complaints in review as of June
30,2011

2

4

4

2

1

Total Number of Budgets
ilonitored/Reviewed for
Gounties, Municipalities and
Non-Profits

Total Requesfed Recou pment
Amountfor Audits
Total

R*ouped Amount for
Audi(s

Total Recouped Amount for
Budgels
Total Outstanding
Recoupment for FY 10-11
Total Recoupment Amount
FY 10Requested for

362

$ 63t,893.35

$ 631,893.35

$

97.703.97

($37,820.58)

$ 767.417.90

11
1

Total Amount Recouped for
FY

to-lt

$129-n%32

o
34

Total Number of Audits Worked

15

Eetimated Number of Act 141
Inquiries Received

10-ll Rollover Audits Cleared via
Desk Audits (inclusive of 15 audits

7

Total Budgets Alof Received
by June 30,2012

1

!

Total Budget Desk Audits
Conducted by SOVA

285

Assisfance Recommendation

1

Total Victim Service Budgets
Requested by SOVA

286

Total Reporfs lssued with Error's

3

Total Reporfs lssued without Error's

4

See Below: Scheduled Proorammatic
Reviews for FY 12-13 as of June 30.
2012

36

Total Req uesfed Recoupment
Amount for Audits

SOYA Initiated Audits Scheduled

29

Total Recouped Amount for
Audits

FY

worked above)
Total Reporte Gompleted and Posted
to Website
State Audib Closed due to

o

no

Victim

SOYA 90 Day Follow-up Audits

Scheduled
Sfate 90 Day Follow-up Audits

1

of

Total Outstanding Audit
Recoupment Amount

Total Number of Gomplaint Letterc as
of June 30,20ll (Rolloverfrom FY

1

Total Recouped Amount for
Budgets

See Below: Total Number of
Complaint Letterc Received (FY 11-

0

121

Total Number of Closed Complaints
(Did not result into a Programmatic
Review)
Total Number of Closed Complaints
(Did result into a Programmatic
Review)
Total Complaints in review as of June
30,2012

64

Monitorcd/Reviewed for
Counties, Municipalities and
Non-Profib

Total Req uested Recoupment
Amountfor Budgets

10-ll)

o

Municipalities with no
June
Retained Funds as
30.2012
Total Number of Budgeb

6

Scheduled

77

Total Outstanding Budget
Recoupment Amount

350

($17,879.09)

$ 5.892.13

.t(11.986-96)
$(309,623.37)

$

284.861.44

Ll:ltrZ61^g:U

0

Total Recoupment Amount
Requested for Audits and
Budqets

($327,502.46)

1

Total Amount Recouped for
Audits and Budgets

$ 290.753.57

0

Total Outstanding
RecoupmenttorFY 11-12
Audits and Budsets

_sl36z8l9t
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Total Number of Audits Worked
FY 12-13 Rollover Audits as of June 30,
2013

FY 11-12 Rollover Audits Gleared via
Desk Audits (inclusive of 10 audits

Total Reports Completed and/or
Posted to Website
Sfafe Audfs C/osed due to

no

Victim
Assisfance Recom men dation

Total Reports /ssued with Error's

Total Reports /ssued without Error's

See Below: Scheduled Proorammatic
Reviews for FY 13-14 as of June 30.

Total Budgefs Not Received by
June 30,2013
Total Budget Desk Audits
Conducted by SOVA

Total Victim Service County,
Municipal & Other Entity
Municipalities with no Retained
Funds as
June

of

Municipalities with no Retained
Funds Re-verified in FY 2013

Total Number of Budgets
Monitored/Reviewed for
Gounties, Municipalities and
Non-Profits

Total Requested Recoupment
Amount for Audits

SOYA lnitiated Audits Scheduled
SOYA 90 Day Follow-up Audits
Scheduled

$

42.659.16

$

41,566.52

Amount Recouped through Audit
(Payment Plans)

Sfafe 90 Day Follow-up Audits
Scheduled

Total Requested Recoupment
Amount for Budgets

Estimated Number of Act 141
lnquiries Received
Total Number of Complaint Letterc as
of June 30,2012 (Rolloverfrom FY
See Below: Total Number of
Complaint Lettens Received (FY 12-

$

Total Outstanding Budget
Recoupment Amount
Total Recoupment Amount
Requested for Audits and

Total Number of Closed Complaints

Total Amount Recouped for
Audits and Budgets

Total Complaints currently in review as
of June 30, 2013

161,082.77

Amount Recouped through
Budget Review

Total Number of Closed Complaints
(Did not result into a Programmatic

(Did result into a Programmatic Review)

$ 201.249.19

Total Outstanding
RecoupmenttorFY 11-12
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APPENDIX F

Donating Victim Assistance Fineso Fees and
Assessment Funds Memo and Donation Form
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ffi

Nlemorandum

www.sova.sc.gov
To:

Police Chiefs and Sheriffs

From:

Larry Barker, Ph.D.

Date:

1t29n3

Re:

Donating Victim Assistance Fines, Fees and Assessment Funds

- SOVA Director

To assist agencies with accountability of the above funds, the SOVA Auditing section will be requesting
that any agencies and or organizations cunently receiving or that may have received any portions of these
funds from your agency submit to our office a copy of their budget showing how those donated funds
were spent. They may also ask your agency to submit for review the reports from these agencies and
organizations receiving the funds to show number and types of victims assisted and services provided.
This helps show accountability for both parties as it relates to the donation.

As we review budgets each year, we have noticed that various documentation regarding the donations
from municipalities and counties are not kept on file for long term accountability purposes. Therefore,
this memo is to assist you in holding those agencies and organizations accountable for the funds they
receive from your agency.

Ifyou

are donating funds to any agency

fol lowing information

o
o
o

o

or organization providing direct victim services, please note the

:

Make sure the agency you are donating to request their donation in writing indicating how
they intend to use the funds to provide direct services to crime victims. Please keep a record
of this on file.
Make sure your agency responds to their request in writing informing them of the amount that
will be donated for direct victim services. Again, please keep a record of this on file.
Make sure your response letter indicates the amount to be donated and inform the agency
requesting the donation that they are required to provide monthly, quarterly and year-end
reports to your agency showing the number and types of victims assisted and services
provided. A sample report can be found at www.sova.sc.gov under the auditing tab attached
to the sample contract. Please keep all reports on file. These reports may be requested for
review by the auditing staff during the budget phase or if there is an audit scheduled for your
municipality or county.
The agency or organization receiving the funds will be required at the end of the fiscal year to
provide SOVA with a budget and or report showing how the donated funds were used. They
can send their budget with your agency's budget or they can send it separately. The budget is
required to be submitted to SOVA each year per Proviso 89.61.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Ethel Douglas Ford at803-734-1704 or
ask for anyone in the auditing section.
VtcTtMS CoMpENsATtoN . VlcrtM/\ /trNEss Assrsr^NcE . TRAtNTNc . INFoRMATIoN .
STATE OrFrcE oF VrcrrM Assrsr^NcE
1205 PENDLEToN STREET, EDcaR A. BRowN BurLDrNc,

REFERRALS

RooM 401

CoLUMBra, SC 29201 (803) 734-1900

www.sov^.sc.Gov
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Victim Assistance Fines, Fees and Assessment Fund Donation Form
Donating Agency:
Donating Agency Address:
Donating Agency Contact:
Donating Agency Contact Email:
Fax:

Donating Agency Phone Number:

Amount Requested:

Amount Donated:
Agency Requesting Donation

Fiscal Year:

:

Agency Requesting Donation Address:
Agency Requesting Donation Contact:
Agency Requesting Donation Contact Email:
Agency Requesting Donation Phone Number:

CheCklist fOr DOnating AgenCy:

Fax:
(Contact SOVA Auditing Section with questions at 803-734-1900)

Did you receive a request letter from the agency making the donation request identifing how these
funds will be used in providing direct victim services to crime victims? All requests must be
submitted yearly and considered a one-time donation and is not a guarantee offunds.
Did your agency respond with written notification to the request letter indicating the amount that
will be donated for only direct victim services to the requesting agency?
Did your agency ensure that the response letter indicates the amount to be donated and inform the
agency requesting the donation that they are required to provide monthly, quarterly and year-end
reports to your agency showing the number and types of victims assisted and services provided?
A sample report can be found at www.sova.sc.gov under the auditing tab attached to the sample
contract. These reports may be requested for review by the auditing staff during the budget
phase or during an audit if warranted.

Did your agency inform the requesting agency or organization receiving the funds that they will be
required at the end of the fiscal year to provide SOVA with a budget and or report showing how
the donated funds were used? The budget/expenditure report is a requirement per Proviso 89.61 .

This is separate from any contract negotiations between counties/municipalities. However, all
contracts should include amounts to be transferred to county/municipality providing
services and reports above are required by the contractual county/municipality.

Signature for Donating Agency:

Date:

Signature for Requesting Agency:

Date:
39
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CAROLINA SHERIFFS'AS. ''ATION

l2 VESTPARK BOULIVARD, COI.UMBIA.

S.C. 2..2tO
P.O. BOX ? r42lr. CO!"UMBIA. S.C. 2922 r. r42rl

(80J) 772-l lOl rAX
l.l|(16.772.101

l. '

*.r *.shcriffsc,c<f
frccutivc Dirccror
Jcffrcy B. Msrre. CAE

June

27,2013

Ms. Ethel Ford
SOVA
1205 Pendleron St., Rm.40l
Columbia, SC 29201
Dear Ms. Ford:

_ The regularly scheduled, quarterly business meeting of the South
carolina Sheriffs' Association is schedured for wedneiday, July l Tth at
l0:30 am, at the Myrtle Beach Marriott at Grande Dunes. As is our cusrom,
we are extending to you an invitation to address the association on any
subject(s) you wish to bring to us.
?lease confirm your attendance by contacting Nikki in our office at
803-772-l l0l. I look forward ro seeing you thers.
Sincerely,

G*

Jeffrey B. Moore,'CAE
Executive Director

JBM: nd

Seraing tbe Sberffi of Soutb Carolina since 19t3
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