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A publication of The Savannah Valley Authority of South Carolina-a State Agency 
. responsible for economic development in the Savannah River Basin. 

SV A MEETS WITH ENVIRONMENTAL 
GROUPS ABOUT RUSSELL PROJECT 

The Savannah Valley Authority staff presented its position on development at Lake 
Russell to a group of environmental and regulatory organizations at a June 21 meeting at 
the Russell Dam. SV A also discussed methods of mitigating potential wildlife concerns 
at the Lake. The meeting was arranged by the Sierra Club and the South Carolina 
Wildlife Federation and included representatives from the Savannah District office of the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and more than ten other organizations, the news media, 
and interested citizens. 

The Authority restated its position of determining the "environmental carrying 
capacity" of the property, including the wildlife habitat value, before making any specific 
design on the property. Other key points brought out by SVA include (1) any 
development will take place within the carrying capacity of the property, (2) SV A's 
leasehold on the publicly-owned land carries with it the same restrictions as PRT's, (3) if 
SV A is able to acquire the publicly-owned property in fee simple, it will provide 
replacement properties equivalent in acreage and wildlife habitat value, and (4) SVA will 
evaluate the property in a scientific way and have that method monitored by appropriate 
agencies, to include the Corps of Engineers. 

AUTHORITY ISSUES RFP 

The Authority has issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) to environmental consulting 
firms for the environmental analysis of approximately 3000 acres of property in and near 
the Town of Calhoun Falls identified by the Authority for acquisition and development. 
The RFP calls for the consultant to prepare an environmental assessment of the proposed 
development, to provide input for implementing a master development strategy and plan, 
and to design guidelines for assembling and master planning the project site. 

Specifically, the Environmental Assessment will include three parts: (1) an 
environmental assessmem on all of the property, to meet the requirements of the State 
Budget and Control Board, (2) a wetlands and environmental processes evaluation on all 
of the property, to allow SVA and any developers to design the project in a manner 
consistent with the environmental concerns, and (3) a wildlife habitat evaluation process 
on the publicly-owned lands, to determine the appropriate amount of exchange lands in 
case of a fee-simple acquisition in the future. 

Interested parties may request a copy of the RFP from SV A's Chief Engineer, Lee 
Haines. Proposals must be submitted to SVA no later than October 13. 
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APPRAISAL COMPLETE 

An independent appraiser has completed 
an appraisal of the privately-owned 
property at Lake Russell identified by 
SV A for acquisition and development. 
The Authority will provide each property 
owner with a copy of his appraisal in 
September, following a quality control 
review of all the appraisals. At the request 
of any owner who disagrees with the 
appraisal, the Authority will pay for a 
second appraisal by a state-approved 
appraiser of the owner's choosing. 

LEASE TRANSFER NEAR 
COMPLETION 

The Savannah Valley Authority, 
South Carolina Dept. of Parks, 
Recreation & Tourism (PRT), and the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers are 
finalizing the wording of a document that 
would allow SV A to assume the lease 
now held by PR T on three parcels of 
Corps-owned land at Lake Russell. 
These three tracts, known as the 
Abbeville, Hester, and Manor sites, are 
located south of the Town of Calhoun 
Falls. SV A is planning to assemble 
privately-owned property adjacent to 
these tracts into a single tract suitable for 
development. The lease transfer 
agreement places the same restrictions on 
SV A as are now placed on PRT. 



LOAN FUND "READY FOR BUSINESS" 
The Savannah Lakes Regional Loan Fund (SLRLF) is in the final stages of 

development and should be ready for use in the near future. The $1 million fund will 
provide capital for business creation, expansion, and relocation, and infrastructure 
improvements. The SLRLF will be administered by the South Carolina 
Jobs-Economic Development Authority (JEDA), with SV A's Economic Development 
Speciruist serving as loan officer and as a member of the Loan Review Committee. 
Three SV A Board members (Messrs. Pruitt, Simpson, and McAllister) serve on the 
SLRLFs Board of Directors. 

The Fund is intended to serve as a "gap filler" in conjunction with other existing 
loan sources in a way that will leverage both additional public and private investment, 
create business and employment opportunities, expand the local tax base, and assist in 
reducing the area's "retail leakage" by increasing the per capita value of net taxable sales 
in the entire region. Assets of the fund will be deposited in several banks in the 
Region. 

Specific information about the criteria and management of the fund is available from 
the Authority's Economic Development Specialist, Fred Catchings. 

BARITE HILL GOLD MINE 
The Land Resources Conservation Commission of the State of South Carolina (LRC) 

is reviewing an official application for a mining permit covering a proposed open pit 
type gold mine to be located southeast of the Town of McCormick. If approved, this 
mine would be operated by Gwalia USA Ltd. of Denver, Colorado. The mining 
application covers a total of 326 acres, and the company is currently prospecting for 
additional ore. 

SVA hopes that a balance can be reached between the economic development benefits 
of this operation and some environmental concerns about the mining process, since 
various cyanide compounds are used. Runoff from the entire mining property via Hawe 
Creek (which in turn enters a bay of Lake Thurmond) will be sampled and monitored by 
SV A as appropriate. According to sources at LRC, the application continues to receive 
routine review. Both LRC and the South Carolina Department of Health and 
Environmental Control are awaiting additional details from Gwalia concerning wetlands 
and solid waste disposal. 

DEVELOPMENT 
BROCHURE AVAILABLE 

Business Opportunities Along 
South Carolina's Freshwater Coastis 
the title of a colorful new brochure 
produced by the Abbeville County 
Development Board, Anderson County 
Planning and Development Board, and 
McCormick County Business League. 
With financial assistance from the South 
Carolina State Development Board and 
Saluda River Electric Cooperative, these 
economic development agencies in the 
Savannah Lakes Region joined together in 
their first joint promotion. The 
Authority's Economic Development 
Specialist coordinated the effort and is 
using the general theme of the brochure in 
advertisements in economic development 
publications. Copies of the brochures are 
available from the three sponsoring 
agencies and SV A. 

COOPER VOLUNTEERS 
ADDITIONAL TAX 

REVENUE 
Cooper Communities, Inc., has 

withdrawn its application to the 
McCormick County Tax Assessor's Office 
for agricultural use valuation on 
approximately 2200 acres of land at 
Savannah Lakes Village. As a result, 
McCormick County will realize an increase 
of $35,000 per year on the property. With 
the additional revenue from Cooper, the 
County is now expected to reduce its 1990 
property tax rate increase by 4 mills. 

Cooper initially sought the agricultural 
use exemption for the part of Savannah 
Lakes Village that is not slated for 
development at the present time. Dewitt 
Smith, Vice President and Project Manager 
for Savannah Lakes Village, has stated that 
Cooper will not ask for a reinstatement of 
the exemption in the future. 

Page2 

SLVREDUCES 
MCCORMICK COUNTY'S 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
Savannah Lakes Village has been 

credited with a significant drop in 
McCormick County's unemployment 
rate, from 12.4% in January to 6.4% in 
May of this year. An article in the 
Augusta Herald reported that the number 
of unemployed workers had been reduced 
by about half, to 200 persons. The May 
figures, released by the South Carolina 
Employment Security Commission, also 
show McCormick with the greatest 
monthly fall in any of the state's 46 
counties. 

SA V ANNAB LAKES 
VILLAGE BREAKS 
GROUND JUNE 17 

The official groundbreaking for 
Savannah Lakes Village was held on 
Saturday, June 17, with about 300 people 
in attendance. Special guest for the event 
was Sen. Strom Thurmond (R-SC), who 
was instrumental in obtaining the SL V 
property from the federal government. 
Other featured speakers were Jamie 
Sanders of McCormick, representing the 
SLV Property Owners Association; John 
McAllister, Board Chairman of the 
Savannah Valley Authority; and John 
Cooper, Jr., President of Cooper 
Communities, Inc. The ceremony took 
place on the grounds of the SL V lodge, 
restaurant, and sales complex, now under 
construction. 



ENCORE AVAILABLE FOR 
BULK DISTRIBUTION 

Encore, the quarterly calendar of cultural 
events in the Savannah Lakes Region, is 
available for bulk distribution to groups or 
individuals who will agree to use them to 
promote the region as a whole to travelers, 
residents, and others interested in the area. 
Encore is available at more than 60 outlets 
currently, ranging from Interstate Travel 
Information Centers to area real estate 
offices. The publication is intended both 
to attract people to the Region and to 
encourage residents to take advantage of 
existing opportunities within the Region. 
For additional information about Encore, 
contact the Authority's Cultural Resources 
Specialist, John Blythe. 

REGIONAL HUMANITIES 
COUNCIL FORMED 

The newly-formed Savannah River Area 
Region I Humanities Council held a public 
meeting at Lander College on August 29 to 
explain its programming and services. The 
purpose of the Council is to serve as 
liaison between the South Carolina 
Humanities Council and 
organizations/individuals in the Third 
Congressional District who provide access 
to or develop humanities resources in the 
region. 

Additional information is available from 
Milly St. Julien, Regional Coordinator, 
South Carolina Humanities Council, 1610 
Oak Street, Columbia, SC 29204; 
telephone 771-8864. 

DORN MILL PROJECT REACTIVATED 
During the month of June, an archaeological survey of the historic Dorn Mill complex 

in the Town of McCormick was undertaken as a preliminary step in development efforts 
at the site. Several foundations were excavated and exposed for their interpretive value. 

The Savannah Valley Authority is working closely with the Dorn Historic Restoration 
Association (owner of the property) and the McCormick County Business League (which 
holds a five-year lease and is DHRA's manager of the site) to develop a plan for the 
property that is both historically appropriate and economically feasible. 

Current plans call for the three buildings on the site to be used for a welcome center, 
gallery of shops, and static display museum. The grounds are to be landscaped in a 
manner appropriate to the industrial nature of the site. 

SV A's Cultural Resources Specialist has coordinated the Authority's involvement in the 
project and will prepare a nomination of the complex to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

MUSEUM GRANTS AVAILABLE 
The American Association of Museums (AAM) is accepting grant applications for its 

Museum Assessment Program (MAP). This service is available free to first-time 
participants and at low cost to institutions participating for the second time. Each of the 
two components of the service provides for a site visit by a qualified, professional 
surveyor, as well as a written report covering strengths, weaknesses, and 
recommendations. MAP I provides a solid review of internal operations and expert 
advice on setting priorities and developing ways to improve. MAP II helps museums 
address the challenges of long-term collections care and management. 

A related service available from AAM is the Technical Information Service, which 
helps museums answer specific questions about museum management, professional 
standards and ethics, collections, preservation, staff/board relations, etc. 

For additional information, contact John Blythe at SV A. 

JOINT PROMOTION 
PLANNED 

The Savannah Valley Authority, 
Savannah Lakes Village, and Old Ninety 
Six District Tourism Commission are 
making plans for another joint promotion 
of "South Carolina's Freshwater Coast" at 
the 1990 Governor's Conference on 
Tourism and Travel. This year, the 
sponsors will be joined by the Abbeville 
County Development Board and the 
Pendleton District Historical and 
Recreational Commission. 

Last year more than 100 travel writers, 
elected officials, and tourism professionals 
attended the promotion; the group hopes to 
double attendance this year and to further 
promote the "Freshwater Coast" theme. 
Any tourism or development agency, 
business, industry, or civic organization 
that would like to assist in this promotion 
should contact one of the sponsors. 

HERITAGE FESTIVAL 
HIGHLIGHTS MACK 

PROJECT 
The Savannah Valley Heritage Festival, 

scheduled for September 30, will showcase 
the traditional folklife of a four-county 
area. Sponsored by the McCormick Arts 
Council at the Keturah (MACK), the 
festival is one aspect of the multi-year 
Savannah Valley Heritage Project, a 
program supported by a number of arts 
organizations, including the South 
Carolina Arts Council, Southern Arts 
Federation, and National Endowment for 
the Arts. 

The Savannah Valley Heritage Festival 
will feature traditional foods, music, arts, 
crafts, and folkways of Abbeville, 
Edgefield, Greenwood, and McCormick 
Counties. 

Additional information about the Project 
and Festival is available from the 
McCormick Arts Council, P. 0. Box 488, 
McCormick, SC 29835; telephone 
465-3216. 

PRT TO RE-ESTABLISH HIGHWAY 378 TOURISM CENTER 
The South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation & Tourism (PRT) plans to reopen the information center at Baker Creek State 

Park as a Tourism Development Center. A joint project of PRT and the Old Ninety Six District Tourism Commission, the center 
should be in operation by early 1990. The primary focus of the center's promotions will be the Old Ninety Six District, with an 
emphasis on its lakes and parks. It will also provide general information about the rest of the state. 

Located about three miles from the Georgia state line on U. S. Highway 378, the building first served as an information center in the 
late 1960s. From 1975 through 1988, it housed the Savannah Valley Authority. The development of Hickory Knob State Resort Park 
and Savannah Lakes Village, the designation of the Savannah River Scenic Highway, and other factors that have increased traffic flow 
led to the decision to reopen the building as a tourism development center. 
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BOARD MEETINGS 
ARE PUBLIC 

Meetings of the Savannah Valley 
Authority Board of Directors are open to 
the public. Anyone interested in receiving 
notification of SV A Board meetings should 
contact Kathy Hollingsworth at the SV A 
office. 

CONGRATULATIONS ......... . 

.... to SV A Board member Becky Pennell 
on her marriage to Jones Chamblee. 

SV A HAS GEORGIA 
COUNTERPART 

Legislation creating the Elbert 
County-Lake Richard B. Russell 
Development Authority (ECLRA) was 
signed into law in February, and board 
members have been appointed. Bob 
Heard, an attorney from Elberton, serves 
as chairman of the Georgia group. 
Officials from ECLRA and SV A have met 
an average of once a month to discuss 
matters of mutual interest and to 
coordinate efforts. 

Such cooperation is especially important 
in light of the Corps of Engineers' policy 
that any course of action approved for 
SV A will become criteria for action for 
ECLRA, and that the Georgia group will 
have to agree in principle with SV A plans 
before the Corps will accept them. SV A 
welcomes its counterpart in Georgia and 
looks forward to a long-term and 
productive economic development 
partnership. 

SLV SALES SUMMARY 
As of September 1, 1989 

*Tours 
*Sales 

*Volume 

2512 
286 

$5,082,373 

NEW TELEPHONE 
NUMBER 

The Savannah Valley Authority's 
telephone has been changed from the 
Plum Branch to the Mount Carmel 
exchange. The new number, 
391-2410 became operational on 
September 19. 

As a result of the change, calls to 
and from the Abbeville, West 
Abbeville, Due West, and Calhoun 
Falls exchanges are now local rather 
than long distance. The new FAX 
number is 391-2412. 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
PUBLISHES NEWSLETTER 

The United States Army Corps of 
Engineers, Savannah District, began the 
publication of a monthly newsletter, 
LAKELINES, in May. The purpose of 
the publication is "to get information out 
into the Savannah River Basin area 
concerning activities at all three 
Savannah District Lakes." 
LAKELINES contains timely 
information about Lakes Thurmond, 
Russell, and Hartwell, as well as safety 
tips and general information about 
water-related activities. 

For additional information about 
LAKELINES, contact Joan 
Lambrecht, Editor, Public Affairs Office, 
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Savannah District, P. 0 . Box 889, 
Savannah, GA 31402; telephone (912) 
944-5758. 

EROSION CONTROL 
ACTNITIES 

The SV A staff, in conjunction with the 
McCormick County offices of the U.S. 
Soil Conservation Service and the S. C. 
Land Resources Conservation 
Commission, has completed revisions to 
the McCormick County Erosion and 
Sediment Control Ordinance. The board of 
the Soil and Water Conservation District 
has approved the proposed wording and 
will soon present it to the McCormick 
County Council for action. 

SVA monitors construction activities at 
Savannah Lakes Village as part of its 
ongoing oversight responsibilities. A 
recent boat reconnaissance of areas adjacent 
to construction activity resulted in the 
finding of no lakeshore silt deposits. 
Cooper Communities has hired a specialty 
contractor to construct and maintain silt 
fences and filter barriers on a regular basis. 
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CALHOUN FALLS WATERLINE GRANT AMENDED 
The Savannah Valley Authority Board on July 13 modified its financial assistance 

grant to the Town of Calhoun Falls to allow for an upgrade of the town's water treatment 
system. The modification increases the overall grant from $52,000 to $56,000 ($26,000 
for the waterline extension to Calhoun Falls State Park and $30,000 for an upgrade of the 
filtration system). 

As part of the grant agreement, the Town will provide $10,000-12,000 in local funds 
and will seek a $30,000 grant from the Local Government Division of the State Budget 
and Control Board. The Upper Savannah Council of Governments will administer the 
grant funds. 

SVA had granted the original amount specifically for the waterline extension, but was 
able to reallocate half of the funds after the SCAN A Corp. provided a $26,000 grant for 
this purpose. Construction of the waterline was completed in mid-September. 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS ANALYSIS NEARS 
COMPLETION 

The Savannah Valley Authority is in the final stages of a capital improvements 
analysis of the water and sewer systems serving McCormick County and the Town of 
Calhoun Falls. The study was designed to assist in long-range planning to upgrade and 
link water and sewer services and facilities in the upper portion of the Savannah River 
Basin. Such planning should enhance the area's efforts at industrial, commercial, and 
residential development, and would represent long-term cost savings to the utility 
providers. 

SV A staff and representatives of the McCormick Commission of Public Works (Town 
of McCormick), McCormick County, and Town of Calhoun Falls have held several 
meetings recently to discuss the findings and to develop ways to respond to the needs 
identified. 

SAVANNAH LAKES VILLAGE UPDATE 
As of September 1, 1989, Savannah Lakes Village reported the following progress: 

* Construction of 14.2 miles of streets in the Southwind and Tara subdivisions is 
complete. 
* Clearing for the 18-hole, 7027-yard championship golf course is complete, and the 
fine grading work has begun. The course is being designed by Ault Clark and Associates 
and is expected to be ready for play by January 1991. 
* The golf clubhouse site has been cleared. 
* Construction of nine "spec" homes in the Tara and Southwind subdivisions is 
underway. Three custom home plans are being reviewed for lot owners. 
* Construction of 18 two-bedroom townhouse units in the Southwind subdivision is 
underway. Construction of at least one other townhouse complex is planned to begin in 
1989. 
* Construction of the $5 million lodge and sales complex is well underway, with 
an April 1, 1990, opening possible. Sherman Construction Co. of Greenville is general 
contractor for the complex, which will have an 80-room lodge and restaurant in one wing 
and administration and sales offices in the other wing. 
* Sales for homesites in the South wind and Tara subdivisions have exceeded $5 million. 
* Several denominations have expressed interest in establishing churches in the Village. 
* Groundbreaking for the first commercial building, a convenience store, was held 
August 30, with a November 1 projected opening. 

Additional information is available from Savannah Lakes Village, P. 0. Drawer 1469, 
McCormick, SC 29835; telephone 391-2151. 
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SAVANNAH RIVER BASIN WATER 
STUDY ENTERS SECOND YEAR 

The South Carolina Water Resources 
Commission (WRC) is in the second year 
of a multi-year project to develop a water 
budget and reservoir operation model to 
improve the water resources management 
of the Savannah River basin. The 
Savannah Valley Authority is cooperating 
with the WRC in this project through 
technical assistance and a financial 
contribution of $200,000 over a two-year 
period. 

One of the project's objectives is to 
develop and verify a monthly reservoir 
operation model. The model will use 
"conditional probability inflows" to 
improve reservoir operation during periods 
of drought, to minimize conflicts among 
various water users, and to assess the 
effects of different reservoir operating 
rules. The WRC planning model is 
designed to allow for comparison with the 
United States Army Corps of Engineers' 
(COE) HEC-5 Model. 

The WRC also has established the 
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Savannah River Basin Technical Advisory 
Committee to assist in the design and 
implementation of the model. SV A 
Executive Director Morrison Parrott serves 
as a member of the Committee, along with 
representatives of natural resource agencies, 
private and public utility interests, water 
users from the states of South Carolina and 
Georgia, and federal agencies. 

One goal of the process is to develop a 
consensus among federal and state agencies 
and the public and private sectors of the 
benefits and costs associated with both 
intrastate and interstate water resources 
development in the Savannah River basin. 
The project is expected to provide a 
framework for the evaluation of water 
resources issues in other basins within 
South Carolina in the future. 

For additional information, contact: 
Buddy Atkins, Project Leader, SCWRC, 
1201 Main Street, Suite 1100, Columbia, 
SC 29201; telephone (803) 737-0800. 

CORPS ESTABLISHES 
"DROUGHT HOTLINE" 

Information on lake levels or other 
drought-related concerns is available by 
calling the Corps of Engineers' drought 
hotline. The toll-free number is 
1-800-543-6891. 

SAVANNAH LAKES 
REACH FULL POOL 

Lakes Thurmond and Hartwell reached 
full pool elevation during the month of 
August for the first time in two years. 
Lake levels for the Savannah River 
Lakes as of August 26 were: 

Lake Thurmond 
Lake Russell 
Lake Hartwell 

Staff: 

329.51 
470.71 
658.23 
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