
(5JCJ5 
a. F55 
~/I 
~ft .2 

South Carolina First Ste s To School Readiness Newsletter 

Volume II, Number 1 I Spring 2001 ;·, · 

First Steps 1st 
Annual Celebration 
and Awards Dinner 
Commitment to Quality Early 
Childhood Education Honored 

On December 7, more than 500 
South Carolina parents, county part
nership board members, community 
leaders, and early childhood education 
supporters joined Governor Hodges at 
the First Steps First Annual Celebration 

Corporate and 
Foundation Contributions 
Demonstrating its community 
spirit and long-standing interest in 
education, the AT&T Foundation 
recently committed $100,000 to 

(I to r) Clark Plexico, AT&T North Carolina/ 
South Carolina President; Claudia Davant, 
AT&T Florida State President Legislative & 
Regulatory Affairs; Governor Jim Hodges; 
Hunter Limbaugh, AT&T South Carolina Law 
and Government Affairs Director. 

and Awards Dinner to celebrate the 
significant accomplishments of First 
Steps during its initial 18 months. 
The culmination of an intensive 
two-day Learning Summit for county 
partnership board members and 
staff, the gala took place at the 
Embassy Suites Hotel in Columbia. 

Entertainment was provided by 
the Governor's School for the Arts 
& Humanities string quartet, the 
Greater Columbia Children's Choir, 
and the Children's Choir of Kershaw 
County. Governor Hodges shared 
First Steps' success stories, followed 

First Steps. In thanking AT&T, 
Governor Hodges stated, "This is an 
excellent example of how private 
funds from good corporate citizens 
like AT&T can partner with public 
funds to make First Steps a success 
in helping our children reach the 
first grade ready to succeed." AT&T 
joined a growing number of 
companies, foundations and private 
citizens that support early childhood 
education through First Steps. 

by an awards presentation honoring 
organizations and individuals who 
demonstrate an outstanding com
mitment, at the state or local level, 
to quality early childhood education. 

story continued page 2 ... 

First Steps Training 
Conference, 

April 23-25 2001 
Contact Office of First Steps 

at (803)734-0479 or 
toll free (877)621-0865. 



continued from front. .. 

Governor Jim Hodges and award 
recipient Frieda Mitchell. 

Awards and recipients included: 

The Private Sector Leadership 
Award, Statewide Level 

• The Psaras Foundation of 
Columbia: For its $1 million 
commitment to early childhood 
education and the production of 
"Making All the Difference," a 
video for new parents and care
givers. For its role in "The Year 
of the Child 2001 " initiative to 
highlight effective children's 
programs around the state, and 
for making possible the First Steps 
Learning Summit. 

The Private Sedor Leadership 
Award, County Level 

• The Community Foundation of 
Greater Greenville: For commit
ting $750,000 to early childhood 
education and for providing the 
staff, infrastructure and support to 
allow the Greenville Country First 
Steps Partnership Board to move 
forward quickly, enabling Greenville 
to be the first county to receive 
implementation funds. 

First Steps 2001 Training 
Conference: April 23-25 
Mark your calendars now! 

The First Steps Second Annual 
Training Conference will be held 
April 23-25 at the Embassy Suites 
Charleston Convention Center in 
North Charleston. More than 800 
county partnership board members 
and early childhood advocates 
are expected to attend. Highlights 
include a reception hosted by 

0 
Governor Hodges, plus keynote 

Best Community Engagement 
Effort Award 

• The McCormick County First 
Steps Partnership Board: For its 
accomplishments in establishing a 
strong First Steps program in record 
time despite the challenges present
ed by a small rural county. This 
county partnership was successful 
in engaging every part of the com
munity in the process to create 
broad interest and involvement. 

Early Childhood Education 
Advocate Awards 

• The Clemson Child Development 
Center: Recognized for providing 
quality child care for children in need 
in the Clemson area since the 1960s. 
The center currently serves 66 chil
dren whose parents are working or 
are in training programs and have 
annual incomes below $17,000, as 
well as abused children involved in 
the "Helping Hands of Clemson, 
Inc." program. 

• Rhonda Corley, Greenville: 
Recognized for her efforts to make 

Governor Jim Hodges and Daisy Johnson 
of McCormick County. 

speakers, Dick Riley, former U.S. 
Secretary of Education and South 
Carolina Governor; Benjamin S. 
Carson, M.D., Director of Pediatric 
Neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins 
Hospital; Reverend Tony Campbell, 
Executive V.P. External Affairs, 
Communities- In-Schools; and Ross 
A. Thompson, Ph.D., contributing 
author of From Neurons to 
Neighborhoods: The Science of Early 
Childhood Development. 
Superintendent of Education Inez 
Tenenbaum will also attend. 

early childhood education a priority 
in South Carolina. Ms. Corley was a 
leader in the battle to implement 
kindergarten in the general curricu
lum, and, as a founding board 
member of Greenville's Success by 
Six, she has been instrumental in 
helping establish other Success by 
Six organizations around the state. 

• Frieda Mitchell, Beaufort: 
Recognized for her role in establish
ing early childhood education as a 
priority in the Lowcountry. A tireless 
champion for child care reform and 
civil rights, she was instrumental in 
securing a grant for the construction 
of a model child care facility in 
Beaufort County. Named in her 
honor, the facility currently serves 
80 children. 

• Rolling Readers of South 
carolina: Recognized for successful 
children's literacy and advocacy 
programs in Richland, Lexington, 
and Clarendon counties. Rolling 
Readers provides volunteer reading 
role models and trained storytellers 
to schools, child care centers, Head 
Start Centers and public libraries 
in an effort to help children develop 
better listening skills and to inspire 
reading. 

Special thanks to the Psaras 
Foundation for sponsoring the 
Learning Summit and to Celebration 
Dinner sponsors KAPLAN; Public 
Consulting Group, Inc; The Sunshine 
House, Inc.; Environments, Inc.; 
Haynsworth, Marion, McKay 
& Guerard, LLP; Lakeshore Learning 
Materials; and Rigby. 

Workshops will offer participants 
the latest information on brain/child 
growth and development, child care 
licensing and accreditation require
ments, model 4-K curricula, the 
T.E.A.C.H. child care scholarship pro
gram, effective parenting programs, 
services for children with special 
needs, and much more. 

For additional conference information 
or to receive a registration brochure, contact 
len Goncalves at the Office of First Steps (803) 
7344)479, or toll free at (877) 621-0865, or 
email: 1ststeps@sde.state.sc.us 



'No+~;V1 

Debra Session 
Assistant Director for County Relations 

Why I work at First Steps: 
"I like what I am doing. I enjoy 
program and policy development tasks 
as well as working directly with people 
in various communities. This is a great 
opportunity to participate in a state
funded effort that is focused on the bet
terment of children and their families. 
The county partnership boards are quite 
diverse, which provides me the chance 
to work with an array of people." 

Role as Assistant Director for 
County Relations: Assists with 
decisions regarding the implementation 
of the First Steps initiative, and works 
with Technical Assistance Liaisons to 
determine plans and resolve issues that 
affect the successful development of 
county programs. 

Path to First Steps: Having a profes-
- sional background and years of experi 

ence in state agencies has proven highly 
beneficial for Debra. Prior to accepting 
a position with First Steps, she worked 
for the Department of Mental Health 
as a Social Worker and as a Program 
Coordinator for the Department of 
Health and Human Services. 

Passions in the Community: Debra 
cares deeply about people and partici
pates in a number of programs that 
benefit her community, including the 
Midlands Commission on Homelessness. 
She attends the First Nazareth Baptist 
Church and is a member of the 
Sanctuary Choir. 

Education: Graduated from Benedict 
College. Received her MSW from the 
University of South Carolina. 

Family: A wonderful 5-year-old 
goddaughter and good friends. 

T.E.A.C.H. Moves Forward 

~ \ ! J " Ku~::~as 
............._ ~ ~ been named 
~ .,.. State Director 

i] E [J C r:::J for the 

EARLY CHILDHOOD' !·~·:6.·~-H. 
SOUTH CAROLINA Initiative, 

through 
The Center for Child Care Career 
Development, based in Greenville. 
Ms. Kustra will administer the initia
tive under tbe direction of the Office 
of First Steps. The T.E.A.C.H. (Teacher 
Education and Compensation Helps) 
Early Childhood® Project provides 
scholarships for teachers, directors 
and family child care providers 
employed at state-regulated child 
care facilities, enabling them to take 
courses toward the South Carolina 
Early Childhood Credential, 
Certificate, Diploma or an Associate 
Degree in Early Childhood Education 

Pastor School Partners with 
First Steps to Effect Change 
at Grassroots Level 

Dr. Willie Givens Jr., President of the 
Baptist E&M Convention. 

Last November 30th, more than 
400 ministers and Christian workers 
representing 1,500 African-American 
Baptist churches attended the 
Baptist Educational and Missionary 
Convention Pastors and Christian 
Workers Conference "Pastor School." 
There, in partnership with First Steps 
and the Department of Social 

at South Carolina technical colleges. 
T.E.A.C.H. is initially being funded 
by federal child care funds made 
available by the SC Department of 
Health and Human Services. Head 
Start has also committed start-up 
funding for Head Start staff. 

For more information regarding 
T.E.A.C.H., contact Krista Kustra at 
(864) 250-8581. 

Services, African-American Baptist 
leaders rallied their church members 
to support parents in preparing 
children to reach first grade healthy 
and ready to succeed. 

This Pastor School was the first in 
a series of workshops designed to 
inform pastors about new research in 
early brain development, its impact 
on child rearing, and ways church 
leadership can influence first grade 
readiness. "Our churches have a long 
history of promoting and providing 
education to our membership," said 
Dr. Willie Givens Jr., President of the 
Baptist E&M Convention. 

Pastor School participants received 
literature, videos, and other materials 
to assist them in creating or further 
developing this vital early childhood 
ministry in their churches. Leon Love, 
Director of Community Involvement 
for First Steps, stated, "Pastors are 
critical in impacting the behavior 
of young parents. When pastors 
preach school readiness, the 
people respond." 



County Partnership 
Update: Ten Counties 
Receive Level Two Funds 

As of late February, the Office of 
First Steps had awarded Level Two 
grants totaling more than $11.3 
million in state funds to Anderson, 
Barnwell, Beaufort, Greenville, 
Kershaw, Lancaster, Laurens, 
McCormick, Pickens, and Richland 
counties. In addition, Level Two 
grant applications are currently in 
the review process for Aiken, 
Allendale, Edgefield, Fairfield, Lee, 
Lexington, Oconee, and 
Spartanburg counties. The remain
ing 28 counties are expected to 
submit Level Two grant applications 
within the next five months. 

Across South Carolina, First 
Steps is making important invest
ments in school readiness that will 
last for many lifetimes. 

In Anderson County, funds 
are being used to expand 4-K 
kindergarten programs, establish 
summer enrichment programs, 
provide community nurses, provide 
grassroots mini-grants for child care 
and family-oriented programs, 
provide comprehensive reading 
enrichment programs, expand 
training for child care professionals, 
and create outreach programs to 
parents with newborns. 

Barnwell County is expanding 
parenting and family literacy pro
grams, funding a children's librarian 
for the county library, providing 
support to a community "One Stop 
Shop" where human service 
providers will be co-located, and 
partnering with the Axis One 
Center to fund an outreach worker 
to improve county-wide access to 
health care. 

Beaufort County's strategies 
include improving and expanding 
high-quality child care services, 
creating family learning centers, and 
providing child care health consult
ants to deliver services such as health 
education and technical assistance to 
child care programs. 

Greenville County is 
expanding existing parenting 
and family literacy programs, 
implementing summer and 
Saturday readiness programs 
for preschoolers, and creating 
child development learning 
centers. The county has already 
seen positive results for its 
school readiness programs. A 
summer readiness initiative 
serving 299 students last year 
resulted in 67% of participat
ing children scoring ready for 
first grade on the CSAB. 

Kershaw County is using 
funds to help parents pay for quality 
child care, providing grants to child 
care providers to improve quality, 
developing fatherhood initiatives, 
and enhancing parent education for 
young adults, including those in the 
Hispanic community. 

Lancaster County is expanding 
effective early childhood initiatives 
such as Head Start, enhancing and 
expanding home visitation programs 
by nurses, and implementing profes
sional training for child care employ
ees. The county is also producing an 
educational video highlighting 
characteristics of quality child care. 

Laurens County is creating a 
Mobile Teaching Team to travel to 
county child care facilities. 
Additional funds will be used to 
expand half-day 4-K programs in 
high-need schools and to increase 
access to parenting education. 

McCormick County funds are 
being used to expand quality child 
care, parent education, and health
care outreach initiatives. The 
McCormick County School District 
is also partnering with First Steps, 
using its mobile Lifelong Learning 
Center to connect with hard-to
reach children and families. 

Pickens County is establishing a 
family literacy program in an under
served area, extending health service 
hours to meet the needs of children 
and families, establishing full-day 
4-K in a high-need school, and estab
lishing a Jump Start summer school 
program to serve 200 children this 
summer. The county also plans to 
increase access to parent education 
and to improve the quality of child 
care, using a mobile teaching team. 

Richland County is creating 
community centers to reach children 
and families in high-need areas. 
Funds will also be used to help fami
lies in need pay for quality child care 
through child care scholarships, to 
provide incentive grants to child 
care workers who seek training and 
certification related to early educa
tion, and to provide incentive grants 
to child care facilities to improve 
quality of care and standards. 



Greenville County Results: 
2000 Summer Readiness 
Program is a Big Success 

One hundred and eighty-one 
children who participated in a 
Greenville County summer readiness 
program funded by First Steps test
ed ready for school. The program 
for incoming first graders offered 
at 24 schools served 299 students 
recommended by their kindergarten 
teachers. It was felt that without 
help these children would probably 
score "not ready" on the fall 
administration of the Cognitive 
Skills Assessment Battery {CSAB). 

After participating in the summer 
program 67% {181 students) scored 
"ready." Of the children who did 
not score ready, 60 had scores with
in 10 points of the 88 score used to 
indicate "ready." 

Teachers in the summer readiness 
schools worked with students on 
a 1:7 ratio, giving them the oppor
tunity to provide intensive readiness 
activities primarily focused on 
language development. 

Mauldin Elementary School 
teacher Cheryl Fisher stated, "This 
summer was one of the most 
rewarding and gratifying times in 
my teaching career. Children who 
could have fallen through the cracks 
made 'first steps."' 

Year of the Child 
2001 Launched 

The South Carolina Year 
of the Child 2001 initiative 
is a year-long campaign 
designed to spotlight 
extraordinary people, 
projects and programs 
working on behalf of 
children in our state. 
Groups and individuals are 
encouraged to nominate 
their "localheroes" by 
submitting a nomination 
form. Forms can be downloaded 
from www.scyearofthechild.org. All 
Year of the Child heroes will receive 
a special commendation from 
Governor Hodges and will be 
honored at a year end gala 
celebration. 

Don't Forget First Steps on 
Your 2000 Tax Return 

When you file your South 
Carolina tax return, don't forget 
your tax check-off to First Steps. 
Research shows that every $1 
invested in quality early 
childhood education yields $7 
in savings to the public due to 
higher graduation rates and 
reduced costs for remedial 
education, welfare and crime. 
Your tax-deductible contribution 
to First Steps will be invested in 
early childhood initiatives 
designed by county partnerships 
with families to help South 
Carolina children enter first grade 
healthy and ready to succeed. 
Last year, 4,417 people con
tributed a total of $50,573.00. 

The Year of the Child 2001 initiative 
is spearheaded and funded by the 
Psaras Foundation, a non-profit foun
dation that incubates and promotes 
educational and public programs in 
South Carolina. For more information, 
call {803)799-9944, ext. 270. 

Announced private 
donations to First Steps now 
total more than $7.3 million. 
Contributors include: 

AT&T $100,000 
Bank of America $1 million 
Carolina First $250,000 
Carolina Phone Company $5,000 
Carolina Power & Light $500,000 
Duce Staley, Philadelphia Eagles 

$25,000 
Duke Energy Foundation 

$550,000 
First Citizens $50,000 
J. Marion Sims Foundation 

$1 million 
Michelin North America 

$150,000 
Psaras Foundation $1 million 
SCANA Corporation $500,000 
Springs Foundation $300,000 
Springs Industries $500,000 
The Springs Company $200,000 
V. Kann Rasmussen Foundation 

$200,000 
Wachovia $500,000 
Westinghouse Savannah River 

Company $400,000 

0 
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NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

TELEPHONE 

Remember What 
You See. 
Encourage young children to use 
their eyes to remember things 
that they see. Show your child an 
object; wait awhile. Then ask the 
child to point to, name, or talk 
about the object. 

STATE 

Please add my name 
to your mailing list: 

ZIP 

EMAIL 

Show your child how to do the
following things. Then let the child 
try to: 
• Recognize her own first name 

when printed. 
• Point to letters in the child's 

name on cereal boxes. ice 
cream cartons, in newspaper 
ads, magazine ads, and books. 

• Point out places where you 
turn to get home. 

• Remember where things are. 
(Ex.: When your child loses 
a shoe, ask the child to 
remember where the shoe was 
last seen and then go find it.) 

• Understand that a picture can 
represent a real thing. 

Contad Us 
Concord Building 
(corner of Lady & Sumter) 
1300 Sumter Street. Suite 100 
Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: (803) 734-0479 or toll 
free at (877) 621.0865 
Fax: (803) 734-1431 
e-mail: 1ststeps@sde.state.sc.us 
website: www.scfirststeps.org 

(Ex.: Cut out a picture of a 
spoon from a newspaper or 
magazine ad. Show your child 
a real spoon to match with the 
picture of the spoon. Give your 
child the picture, then ask him 
to find the real object that 
matches it. Each time you play 
this game. add one more 
picture of something you have 
in the house, so that your child 
can match the picture with 
real objects). 

Submitted by the SC Department of 
Education Office of Early Childhood 
Education. Taken from "Learning 
Through Play, A Guide for Parents of 
3-, 4-, or 5-Year Olds." 


