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Public Education Campaign Launched 
"Children are our future. Teach 
them well, South carolina" is 
the theme of the First Steps public 
education campaign. Governor Jim 
Hodges officially launched the 
multimedia campaign at Clemson 
Elementary School on September 11. 

"This multimedia campaign is a natu
ral extension of the work First Steps 
is doing in all 46 counties of South 
Carolina," said Governor Hodges. 
"The campaign will educate South 
Carolinians about helping their 
young children begin first grade 
healthy and ready to succeed." 

The messages of this campaign are 
based upon research about early 
childhood brain development. 
Research findings link early child
hood experiences to a child's capacity 
for future learning. 

Television and radio spots, billboards, 
posters, and other print media deliv
er messages about the importance 
of early childhood education and 
early brain stimulation. Campaign 
materials convey understandable, 
actionable suggestions to improve 
the early learning experiences of 
young children. Hispanic and urban 
radio spots have been produced to 
speak to South Carolina's diverse 
population. 

"We're excited to spread the word 
about First Steps' efforts to help our 
youngest children get off to a great 
start in school," said Governor 
Hodges. "We plan to reach people 
all over South Carolina with this 
campaign." 

The campaign launch was originally 
planned to begin the Governor's 
nine-day "Strides for Education" 
walk around the state. Due to the 
terrorist attacks on New York and 
Washington, D.C., the walk was 
postponed until/ate November. 

Congratulations! 
To Marie-Louise Ramsdale, 

Statewide Director of First Steps, 
and her husband Tom Ross 

on the birth of their daughter 
Eleanor Walling Ross 

at 1:43 a.m. on August 14, 2001. 
Eleanor weighed 7 lbs, 12 oz. 
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Caring For Tomorrow's Children Moves 
To First Steps 

The Caring For Tomorrow's 
Children (CFTC) program has moved 
from the Governor's Office to First 
Steps. In partnership with SC DHEC 
and SC DHHS, this program uses 
public awareness, education, and 
incentives to address South 
Carolina's infant mortality problem. 

First Steps Fiscal Year Appropriation 
First Steps' state appropriation 
for the 2002 fiscal year totals $39 
million, with about $36 million 
going directly to county partnerships 
for their school readiness programs. 

Pickens County First Steps gives 
JumpStart a Boost 
Nearly $127,000 of First Steps dollars 
made it possible for approximately 
180 children to participate in 
JumpStart programs in 12 Pickens 
County Schools this past summer. 
The three-week readiness programs 
were provided to children in the 
county who were identified by their 
kindergarten teachers as "not 
ready" to begin first grade. 

The CFTC Coupon and 
Keepsake Book, given during 
pregnancy, provides incentives 
for families to seek prenatal and 
well-baby care. The book offers 
coupons for free or discounted 
goods that must be validated by 
a caregiver during a prenatal or 
well-baby visit. 

CFTC is also the distribution 
agency for First Steps' Making All 
the Difference video and accompa
nying poster. 

Future plans for CFTC include 
developing a Spanish version of 
the Coupon and Keepsake Book. 

The Coupon and Keepsake Books, 
videos, and posters are free and 
available through participating 
health care providers, county health 
departments, or by calling the 
CARE LINE at 1-800-868-0404. 

For more information about 
CFTC. contact Felice Lampert at 
(803)734-1025 or by e-mail at 
flampert@sde.state.sc.us. 

Students in the programs worked on 
reading and math - with a little fun 
thrown in. Preliminary assessment 
results show participating children 
made improvements in all areas. 
One teacher states, "The children 
were very excited to come here, 
which makes working with them a 
pleasure. The small numbers allowed 
each child to receive lots of individual 
attention." 

Parents were also impressed with the 
advances their children made in 
JumpStart. One said, "It's not like 
my child was behind, but she wasn't 
reading either. Now she's reading and 
sounding out words. I'm so excited!" 

Spanish Making All 
the Difference Parent 
Education Video Now 
Available 
Over the past year, more than 
100,000 copies of the award
winning parent education video 
Making All the Difference, have 
been distributed to parents, care
givers, health care providers, and 
others. Now First Steps, through 
the generous support of the Psaras 
Foundation, is offering a free 
Spanish version of the video, and 
its accompanying poster to Spanish
speaking South Carolinians. 

Narrated by Phylicia Rashad, Making 
All the Difference is geared to 
parents and caregivers of children 
ranging from birth to age three. The 
video explains easy, effective ways 
to stimulate a child's intellectual 
development. Rather than using 
captions, the Spanish video was 
dubbed with a variety of voices to 
ensure everybody, including parents 
who cannot read, can understand 
the important parenting messages. 

The video is available to parents 
and caregivers through the 
SC DHEC CARE LINE by calling 
1-800-868-0404. 

Another parent added, "This 
program has meant the world to 
us. I finally feel my child is ready to 
start first grade. Sending him to 
JumpStart was the best decision I 
could have made for him." 

"The teachers have done a wonder
ful job. My son is especially proud of 
himself for being able to read," says 
another parent. 



Rodney Jenkins 
Deputy Director for Fiscal Accountability/Chief Finance Officer 

Why I work at First Steps: 
"When I heard the Office of First Steps 
needed a CFO, I read the legislation and 
immediately realized that this is a great 
way to use my financial experience to help 
the children of South Carolina. I have 
worked in other state agencies that were 
quite fulfilling, but none have been as 
gratifying as the Office of First Steps." 

Role as Deputy Director for Fiscal 
Accountability/Chief Finance Officer: 
Rodney manages all state and county level 
fiscal activities, including county budgets 
and accounting, spending plans, and 
regional finance matters. He frequently 
updates the Director, State Board of 
Trustees, and Governor's Office on First 
Steps' finances, and provides information 
to the General Assembly as needed. 

Path to First Steps: For the past 21 
years, Rodney has worked in state 
government, specializing in finance. Over 
the years, he has accumulated a wealth 
of experience, preparing him to serve in 
his current position. Prior to First Steps, 
Rodney worked at the SC Department of 
Health & Human Services, the SC Commis
sion on Aging, and the SC Department of 
Archives & History. 

Passions in the Community: Rodney 
devotes his free time to managing a 
teenage girls basketball team and 
officiating high school and college foot
ball. He also serves on the Trustee Board, 
Stewardship and Finance Committee, and 
other related committees at Bethel A.M.E. 
Church. He is a member of the Greater 
Columbia Chapter of the SC State 
University National Alumni Association. 

Education: Rodney graduated from 
South Carolina State University with a B.S. 
in Business Administration. 

Family: Rodney is married to Patricia 
Williams, formerly of Savannah, Georgia, 
and they have two daughters, Marcelite 
Elaine and Cicely Rae. 

County Spotlight 
Orangeburg County - Grant 
Award $971,990 - July 2001 
While there is great prosperity in 
Orangeburg County, there is also 
great poverty. That's why the 
Orangeburg County First Steps 
Partnership formulated its strategies 
to address a wide spectrum of eco
nomic diversity, drawing upon its 
resources to ensure all its children 
will reach first grade healthy and 
ready to succeed in school. 

Calvin Wright, Partnership Board 
Chair for Orangeburg County states, 
"The process of developing our 
grant application has enabled our 
community to find gaps in services 
for children and their families in 
Orangeburg County. First Steps will 
help fulfill some of the unmet needs 
that have been discovered." 

County Spotlight 

Charleston County - Grant Award 
$2,151,910- July 2001 
Charleston County is home to a wide 
range of cultures and is the heart of 
economic activity in the Lowcountry. 
Despite the fact that some areas of 
the county enjoy steady economic 
growth, other areas of the county 
endure severe poverty. The 
Charleston County First Steps 
Partnership developed eight 
strategies to best meet the needs 
of Charleston County's children. 

Dr. Marie Lobo, the Partnership 
Board Chair for Charleston County 
says, "We're pleased to be able to 
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Orangeburg County's strategies 
include: 

• Providing 80 full and partial child 
care scholarships 

• Improving 40 child care centers 

• Adding 60 slots to full-day 4-year
old programs 

• Expanding the newborn home 
health visitation program for 250 
extra families 

• Providing health screenings with 
follow-up visits for 600 children in 
churches, child care centers, and 
community centers 

• Funding parenting skills home 
visitation services for 190 families 

offer all of our strategies to the 
community. We will be rolling out 
our programs in the next few months 
and have already begun the expan
sion of our 4-year-old kindergarten 
classes." 

Charleston County's strategies 
include: 

• Providing a child care, emergency 
child care, and transportation 
scholarship program 

• Funding a mini-grant improvement 
program for child care homes and 
centers 

• Adding 160 slots in school-based 
full-day kindergarten classes 

• Launching a summer readiness 
program for 270 children 

• Expanding the family health home 
visitation program to an additional 
6,423 visits 

• Expanding site-based parent 
education programs to serve 600 
additional families 

• Expanding site-based adult educa
tion and family literacy programs 
to serve 160 additional families 

• Adding 160 family slots to the 
English as a Second Language 
Program 
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From Left: Dr. Jesse Coles, President of Psaras Foundation; Felice Lampert, First Steps; Crawford 
Cook and Sharmin Barnes Hill, Cook & Company; and Jim Konduros, Chairman of Psaras Foundation 

AWARDS 

The First Steps Making All the 
Difference Parent Education 
Video Receives National & 
International Recognition 

Making All the Difference, the video 
produced for First Steps by the 
Psaras Foundation, has recently won 
these national and international 
awards: 

South Carolina Public 
Relations Society of America 
2000 Mercury Awards 

Best of Show in the Silver Wing 
category. recognizing outstand
ing publications and collateral 
print materials 

Top Silver Wing Award in the 
film and video category 

This was a statewide competition, 
drawing more than 150 nominations 
for PR programs, campaigns, 
outstanding publications, print 
materials, and individual 
achievements in education. 

CINE 

Golden Eagle Award 
Based in Washington, D.C., CINE 
recognizes and fosters the highest 
quality of non-theatrical film and 
video production through its compe
titions judged by multi-stage juries. 
More than 600 jurors judged over 
1,000 entries this past spring. 

US International Film & Video 
Festival 

Third Place Certificate for 
Creative Excellence in Education 
Over 1,500 entries from 33 countries 
were judged in this Illinois-based 
competition. 

Houston International Film 
Festival 

Bronze Remi 
The WorldFest competition is the 
world's largest film festival in terms 
of entries. This year it received over 
4,300 entries from more than 30 
countries, with only about 10% of 
the participants being recognized. 

Other Honors 

First Steps Initiative Receives 
"2001 Year of the Child" 
Nomination 

The South Carolina American 
Association of University Women 
honored First Steps with a 
Named Gift Honoree Award 

USC Professor Receives National 
Award for First Steps Evaluation 
Design 

The American Evaluation Association 
(AEA) has awarded its 2001 Presi
dent's Prize to Dr. Abe Wandersman, 
a USC psychology professor. He was 
the primary author of PIE a Ia Mode: 
Mainstreaming Evaluation and 
Accountability in Every County of 
a Statewide School Readiness 
Initiative, a paper detailing the First 
Steps evaluation process. Dr. 
Wandersman collaborated with a 
team from the USC Institute for 
Families in Society and the Office of 
First Steps to write the piece. 

PIE is the accountability system 
developed for First Steps to ensure 
funded programs address and 
achieve school readiness results. 
The components of this system are 
reflected in its name - Planning, 
Implementation, and Evaluation 
(PIE) -and they are central to the 
development, implementation, 
and evaluation of each First Steps 
program statewide. 

Dr. Abe Wandersman, USC Psychology Professor 

W1 
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Comprehensive Early 
Childhood Programs Have a 
Positive Impact on At-Risk 
Children 

A study published in the Journal of 
the American Medical Association 
(JAMA) in May highlighted the 
long-term positive effect of quality 
early childhood development 
programs for at-risk children. The 
findings are from a large-scale, 
on-going, peer-reviewed study of 
children enrolled as 3- and 4-year
olds in Child-Parent Centers (CPC) in 
Chicago Public Schools. Researchers 
followed 1539 children over a 
period of 15 years, comparing 
educational and behavioral results. 
Children who participated in the 
CPC program showed higher aca
demic achievement, a reduced need 
for special education, less grade 
retention, and lower dropout rates. 

The data specifically shows: 
• A 33% reduction in the rate of 

juvenile arrest for CPC participants 
• A 20% higher rate of high school 

completion 
• A 40% reduction in grade 

retention 
• 14.4% of CPC students were 

placed in special education 
compared to 24.6% of students 
from the comparison group 

The full report is available online at 
www.jama.com. 

Eeav1o-r 

Teach Your Children Well 
Conference, April 23-25, 2001 
Charleston, SC 

More than 800 South Carolinians 
met in Charleston for the Second 
Annual First Steps Training 
Conference. The gathering provided 
valuable childhood education train
ing for First Steps county partnership 
board members and staff, with 40 
workshops to choose from. 

Workshops covered subjects such 
as brain/child growth and develop
ment, child care facility licensing/ 
accreditation requirements, model 
4-K curriculums, and the T.E.A.C.H. 
child care worker scholarship 
program. Other workshop topics 
included effective parenting 
programs, services for children with 
special needs, building upon family 
strengths, and understanding the 
effect of poverty. 

Four nationally known children's 
advocates addressed participants, 
including the Honorable Richard 
W. Riley, former U.S. Secretary of 
Education and Governor of South 
Carolina; Ben carson, Sr., M.D., 
Director of Pediatric Neurosurgery 
at the Johns Hopkins Hospital and 
author of Gifted Hands; Ross A. 
Thompson, Ph.D, contributing 
author of From Neurons to 
Neighborhoods: The Science of Early 
Childhood Development, and 
Reverend Antoine L. campbell, 
Executive Vice President, External 
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Governor Hodges addresses First Steps 
Conference attendees. 

Affairs for Communities in Schools 
National. Governor Jim Hodges 
and Superintendent of Education 
Inez Tenenbaum also addressed 
conference attendees. 

Beckie Hylkema of Oconee County 
First Steps said, "This training con
ference was the single most inform
ative, inspiring conference that I've 
ever attended. It was well planned, 
the workshops were exciting, and 
the speakers, were absolutely 
superb. Thank you for this excellent 
opportunity to regain our vision 
for First Steps statewide and bring 
home even greater enthusiasm to 
our local initiative." 

Millie McDonald from the Center 
for Child Care Career Development 
in Greenville added, "I have never 
seen so many different organiza
tions and groups of people come 
together in such a positive way. 
First Steps is a vital part of our state; 
it is the one link that unites us all, 
especially, those of us that are 
deeply concerned with the state of 
the children in South Carolina." 

Welcome New State Board of Trustees Members 

We have received appointment 
letters from Sen. Glenn McConnell 
appointing John Renfro of Landrum 
(Business Community); Walter Miller 
of Johns Island (Medical/Child Care 
Provider); and Kristen Hook of 
Lexington (Parent of young child) to 
the State Board of Trustees. Rep. David 
Wilkins recently appointed Risa Collins 
of Greenville (Parent of young child); 
and Marileen Chapman of Taylors 

(Medical/Child Care Provider). Please 
join First Steps in welcoming these new 
members to the Board of Trustees. 

Also, please join us in thanking those 
members that have rotated off the 
Board of Trustees - Vernon Anderson, 
Margaret Galloway, Lois Mufka· 
Martin, and Juanita Middleton. We 
appreciate the commitment and time 
these individuals gave to First Steps 
during its first two years. 
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Why Breastfeecl? 
• Breastfeeding is a source of 

important immunities. The 
mother manufactures antibod
ies against germs that may 
threaten her baby and shares 
them through breast milk. 
Her milk also contains living 

STATE ZIP 

E-MAIL 

cells that act against bacteria 
in the baby's stomach. 

• Breastfeeding encourages 
bonding between the baby 
and mother. Frequent breast 
feedings allow lots of skin-to
skin contact. resulting in lots 
of time spent getting to know 
one another. 

• Breast milk contributes to 
optimal brain growth, protects 
against illness, and helps 
prevent tooth decay. 

• Breastfeeding saves money 
for parents, employers, 
insurance companies, and the 
government. Experts say it 
can reduce health care costs 
by the billions. 

Contad Us 
Concord Building 
(corner of Lady & Sumter) 
1300 Sumter Street. Suite 100 
Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: (803) 734-0479 or toll 
free at (877) 621-0865 
Fax: (803) 734-1431 
e-mail: 1ststeps@sde.state.sc.us 
website: www.scfirststeps.org 

Source: Carolyn Chestnut, WIC State Breastfeeding 
Coordinator, Division of WIC Services, SCDHEC, 
Columbia, SC 


