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HOLLAND BILL WOULD REPEAL
ANNUAL AIRCRAFT USE TAX

Rep. Ken Holland, D-S.C., has
introduced a bill to repeal the
annual "use tax" on civil aircraft,
a tax he calls a "prize nuisance"
which probably costs as much to
collect as it brings into the
treasury.

The tax on the use of civil air-
craft has been on the books since
Congress enacted the Airport and
Airway Revenue Act of 1970 and it
is one of several taxes which were
imposed by that statute to provide
revenue for the Airport and Airway
Trust Fund which has funded air-
port development and air navi-
gation facility programs since
then.

"By every measure, the air-
craft use tax is one of the prize
nuisance taxes of the many which
have been inflicted on our citizens
over the years," Holland told
Congress when introducing the
measure.

Every aircraft owner must pay
a $25 base rate plus two cents for
every pound of maximum certified
takeoff weight over 2,500 pounds
or, three and a half cents per
pound in the case of a turbine
powered aircraft.

Holland said the money
brought in each year by the use
tax is a "miniscule portion" of
the $1.4 billion raised annually
Continued on Page 2
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Cardinali Named Southern Region Head

cents per gallon tax on general
aviation fuel in addition to
the use tax.

"So it cannot be said that
general aviation would not be
paying its way if we repealed the
aircraft use tax," he said.

The Congressman said that
the IRS cannot estimate the cost
of collecting the tax. "My guess
is that it is exorbitant, perhaps
in excess of the revenue collected.

"Many aircraft owners are not
even aware that such a tax exists
and I am advised that IRS is under-
taking a concerted enforcement
campaign utilizing FAA regis-
tration records. I think it is time
for us to repeal this irksome,
inequitable levy."

Co-sponsoring the bill along
with Holland was Rep. Richard
T. Schulze, R-Pa.

Breakfast
Club

The Breakfast Club will meet
at Clemson Airport Nov. 18 for
breakfast. For those who wish to
stay, there will be a flY'in,
barbecue luncheon and other
activities including a spot landing
contest.

Allen Lowdermilk, owner of
Tiger National Airways, said there
will be some warbirds and some
antique aircraft on disPlaY. EAA
chapters have been invited. Last
year, he said, nearly 200 PeoPle
came to the f ly-in held at Clemson.

Other meetings are:

Dec.2

Dec. 16
Dec.30

Camden (eat at airport,
weather permitting)
open
Myrtle Beach (Don's
Pancake House)

The usual schedule is to arrive
for breakfast between 9 and 9:30
a.m., eat at 10 and adjourn at
11 a.m.

Holland Bill
Continued from Page 1

by the trust tund taxes. IRS estim-
ates the use tax generated $22
million in fiscal 1978 while the
eight percent airline ticket tax
generated $1.2 billion, or 85 per-
cent of the trust fund revenues that
year.

"lt seems evident to me that
the aircraft use tax is rightfully
categorized as a nuisance levy,"
Holland said.

"The $25 basic tax applies to
all civil aircraft regardless of size,
from the smallest to the largest,
and most civil aircraft are small
single engine aircraft--at least 90
percent of the 200,000 active civil
aircraft throughout the country,"
he said.

Holland said about 98 percent
of all civil aircraft are general
aviation aircraft and noted that the
1970 act also imposed a seven

and the aircraft was destroyed
when it crashed during the forced
landing on water.
The instrument-rated pilot, 28,
had logged 291 hours of flight
time, 25 in type.

o The board blamed fuel
contamination for the crash of a
Cessna 182P, N9437M, at Ehrhardt
on July 22,1978. The skylane's
engine failed on initial climb from
Ehrhardt Airport. The student pilot
escaped serious injury, but the air'
craft was substantially damaged
during the forced landing in a field.
The board said the fuel filters in
the truck that had refueled the Sky-
land contained water and rust
deposits. The student pilot,46, had
logged 487 hours of flight time, all
in type.

NTSB Findings
o The National Transportation
Safety Board (NTSB) said imProPer
inflight decisions, mismanage-
ment of fuel and imProPer IFR
operation were the Probable
causes of the crash of a PiPer
Cherokee, N620FL, near JekYll
lsland, Ga., on Feb. 18, 1978.
The aircraft was enroute to
Jekyll lsland on an IFR flight
plan from Florence. Weather
conditions were IFR with a 400'
foot ceiling and about one-half
mile visibility in fog and rain.
The board said the pilot
advised that he was having
instrument problems, but elected
to continue the flight. The
Cherokee's engine lost Power due
to fuel exhaustion during initial
approach to the airport. The Pilot
and three passengers were killed

Louis Cardinali has been
named director for the FAA
Southern Region, rePlacing PhiliP
M. Swatek.

Cardinali joined the FAA's
predecessor, the Civil Aeronautics

Administration, in 1950. He has
served the agency in a number
of capacities. Most recently, he
was deputy director of the FAA's
Eastern Region.



Then (November, 1936)...

Owens Field

...And Now (October, 1979)

Effective land use planning and zoning restrictions could have preserved the open land around owens Fieldas it was in 1936' making runway extensions and other improvements much easier as traffic demands grew.
Extending present runways is now out of the question because of surrounding residential development, soRichland County Council is consideiing a plan to build a new runway parallel to the railroad tracks. The twoexisting runways would be closed and the county would sell about 85 acres to help finance the project.



Work Begins
On Barnwell
MIRLS, Fencing

Work began earlY this month
at Barnwell Airport to upgrade the
Medium Intensity RunwaY Lights
(MIRL's) on runway 16/34 and to
move those lights in closer to the
runway centerline.

Plans are to resurface the
World War ll vintage runwaY to a
1OO-foot width sometime during
this fiscal year, according to
Steve Smith of Wilbur Smith and
Associates. The runway is current-
ly 150 feet wide. The lights will
be moved to within 60 feet of the
present centerline, giving a 10-

foot clearance between the edge
of the new runwaY surface and the
lights.

A 150-foot wide runwaY is
considered excessive for general
aviation and is costly to resurface,
hence several of the world war ll
airports having wide runways are

being given overlays narrower than
the original asphalt. The lighting
work should be comPlete around
the end of November.

Work is also well underwaY
on safety fencing around the
terminal area and runways. Chain
link fencing is being installed
around the terminal and hangar
complex. Agricultural fencing is
being erected around the runwaY
ends and across open spaces to
keep automobiles off the runways.

Total cost of the fencing and
lighting project is $63,361. Eighty
percent is federallY funded, 10
percent is state funded and 10
percent local funds.

Walterboro
At Walterboro, a new MIRL

system is about 80 Percent
complete, rePlacing an outdated
low intensity system on runway
5/23. As at Barnwell, the runwaY
is 150 feet wide and the lights
are being installed on the existing
runway so they will be the proper
distance from the edge of a new
1OO-foot overlaY. Smith said the

runway at Walterboro will probably
be overlaid in about two Years.
Cost of the lighting project is
$45,000.

Hilton Head
At Hilton Head, a long delaYed

taxiway and apron exPansion Pro-
ject should be comPleted around
the middle of November. RunwaY
marking and installation of safety
fencing will follow and should take
about two weeks. Cost of the taxi-
way and apron project is about a

half million dollars. Runway mark-
ing and fencing, $25,000. As in the
other projects, 80 percent of the
cost is borne by the ADAP grant
funds, 10 percent state funds and
10 percent local.

Beauf ort
At Beaufort, the countY is

going under contract with the first
phase of a major runway realign-
ment and construction Proiect.
The present runwaY, 04122 sand'
wiched between the coastal marsh
and U.S. 21 will be turned about
20 degrees so the aPProach end
will not abut the road. The new
06/24 alignment will Provide room
for a 1,000 foot clear zone on the
06 end with a 20:1 aPProach sloPe
and a 1,700-foot clear zone on the
24 end with a 34:1 aPProach sloPe.

The first Phase, consisting of
grading and drainage construction
for a 3,000 foot runwaY, will cost
about $400,000. The contract has
been awarded to the J. F. KleckleY
& Co. of Orangeburg. ADAP funds
will pay for B0 Percent of the 3,000
portion, but the county wants to
add an additional 430 feet at a
cost of $122,000, which is not
ADAP eligible. The S.C. Aero-
nautics Commission has given a

commitment for half that amount,
if the county can come uP with the
remainder.

Chester
Work began Oct.30 at Chester

Airport on a badlY needed runway
reconstruction and marking Proj-
ect on runway 17135. The 5,000
foot runway (another world war ll
vintage) will be overlaYed to a
width of 100 feet and will be
lighted with medium intensity
lights.

Dickerson Construction Co.
won the resurfacing contract with
a low bid of $401,875; Rockwell
Radio and Electric Co. got the
lighting contract with a low bid
of $49,809. RunwaYs 17135 and
11/29 will be closed during the
construction which is expected
to take at least two months.

Beaufort County
Seeking FBO
The Beaufort County DeveloP'

ment Commission is seeking a
Fixed Base Operator to manage
the airport on LadY's lsland and
is asking for proposals from inter-
ested persons. Deadline for sub-
mitting proposals is 5 p.m. Nov.30.

Edwin B. Boyer, executive
director of the county development
commission said the lease would
include all the activities normally
associated with FBO leases in'
cluding gas sales, tie down fees,
maintenance, flight instruction, air
taxi service and vehicle rental.

Beaufort County is beginning
a major airport construction
project to include re-alignment and
reconstruction of the runwaY
which is expected to take 18

months.
Boyer asks that anYone inter-

ested in making a ProPosal should
call or write to him at: Beaufort
County DeveloPment Commission,
P.O. Box 969, Beaufort, S.C. 29902,
telephone 524-4444, and he will
mail them the specifications on
how to make the ProPosal.



Nearly Ready

McCormick Airport, a 3,600
by 7S-foot improved grass strip
two miles east of town is nearly
ready for use. The sand-clay base
is hard and level and turf is
beginning to cover the base. By
next summer, the strip should be
completely covered with tough
grass. The project was financed
with a $50,000 FHA grant plus
$50,000 from the Aeronautics
Commission.

Hollings Seeks

$4.4 Million Allocated Florence Radar

For State's Airports
South Carolina has been

allocated $4.4 million in Airport
Development Aid Program (ADAP)
funds, according to the Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT), but
the state's general aviation air-
ports will receive only $557,459.

The lion's share of the ADAP
funds have been allocated to air
carrier airports. South Carolina's
five air carrier terminals will
receive nearly $3.9 million, as

The DOT announced a fiscal
year 1980 apportionment of $402.5
million for public airport develop-
ment; however, only $52.5 million
will be allotted to the nation's
general aviation airports.

Happy
Thanksgiving

South Carolina will receive a
little over one percent of that,
allocated on the basis of popula-
tion and area. North Carolina
stands to receive $1,031,167 and
Georgia will get $1,012,429.

The air carrier apportionments
will be available for a three-year
period and the general aviation
apportionments are available for
a two-year period. The availability
of unclaimed entitlements beyond
FY 1980 assumes enactment of
pending legislation.

In FY 1980, unlike previous
years, discretionary funds will not
be available for obligation until
the enactment of pending legis-
lation.

Sen. Ernest F. Hollings,
D-S.C., has included language in
the Department of Transportation
(DOT) appropriation bill for fiscal
year 1980 requiring the department
to install an airport surveillance
radar system at the Florence Air-
port.

Hollings said the expected
cost of the radar system will be
between $1 and $2 million. The
airport currently has no approach
control radar.

"The current system at the
Florence Airport makes the airport
effectively inoperative in bad
weather," Hollings said.

"The radar systems at
Charlotte and at Shaw Air Force
Base do not reach to Florence.
The installation of the system will
allow complete and uninterrupted
coverage and will greatly increase
air safety for residents of the Pee
Dee." the Senator said.

Florence Airport manager
Gary Rice said the radar would
have a 40 mile maximum range.
lf approved, funds would be
available in October, 1980 and,
Rice said, he hopes to have the
system installed in about 18
months.

Hollings is a member of the
Senate appropriations Committee.

Columbia
Charleston
Greer
Myrtle Beach
Florence

$1 ,102,617
1,235,163

940,993
430,537
187,870



The NASA-run Aviation SafetY
Reporting SYstem (ASRS) has
begun publishing a monthlY
newsletter entitled "Callback"
designed to Provide a summarY of
safety suggestions, unusual
occurences and suggested alert
bulletins resulting from ASRS

reports.
The ASRS system is designed

to collect reports of hazardous
situations from pilots and control-
lers and to identifY trends in

aviation safety. Limited immunity
is offered to those who file reports.

Each month, the newsletter

reports a "box score" of reports
received to date. Although the
lmmunity provisions were recently
modified by FAA to include onlY
inadvertent acts by the reporter
on a one-time basis, the latest
box scores indicate the number of
reports are holding steady.

According to the October
newsletter 19,410 reports had been
received to date. In September,
349 reports were made, 123 from
pilots and 189 from controllers.

To be put on the mailing
list to receive the newsletter,
write ASRS, P.O. Box 189, Moffett
Field, Ca. 94035.

Safety RePorting SYstem
Publishes MonthlY Newsletter

FAA to Extend
Victor AirwaY

The FAA has issued a rule
amending the victor airway regula-
tions to extend V-259 from Fort Mill
to Grand Strand--an area where
aircraft are normallY routed to
avoid traffic in the Florence area
and the Gamecock Military OPerat-
ions Area (MOA).

FAA said the extension will
improve traffic f low in the Florence
and Myrtle Beach area, reduce
controller work load and aid flight
planning.

The extension will become
effective Nov. 29. There were no

comments received objecting to
the proposal, according to the
FAA.

250 Airplanes
Visit Camden
During Fly-in

About 250 airplanes dropped in on Camden during the three -day

fall fly-in sponsored by the Experimental Aircraft Association's
Chapter lll at Woodward field Oct. 12-14.

Bill Hawkins said there were a lot of people that came be and
stayed a "couple or three hours" looking over the various aircraft.
At one point, according to Hawkins, there were 170 aircraft on the
ground. Fly-in visitors also saw a flight of six Stearman's.

There were 98 airplanes for judging, according to Hawkins.
"The majority of them were classics and antiques," he said.

EEA chaoter lll consists of members from the two Carolinas
and Virginia.

Final Grading
Work is nearly completed at

Clarendon County Airport on a
parallel taxiway. The 3O-foot by
3,600-foot taxiway project cost
$78,000 and was paid for entirely
with state and local funds, on
a 50-50 basis.
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FAA Approves
Weather System
For IFR Use

The Artais Weather-Check
system has been approved by the
FAA for use under instrument
flight rules (lFR) and has also
been declared eligible for federal
funding under the Airport Develop-
ment Aid Program (ADAP).

The ADAP eligibitity wiil put
the $27,000 system within reach
of smaller, uncontrolled fields.

The system is a small
computer which takes weather
measurements and then broad-
casts advisories in a human-
sounding voice. An incoming pilot
can activate the machine by key-
ing his microphone and get a
current weather advisory at his
destination airport. The advisory
gives airport lD, time, winds, temp-
arature, dewpoint if needed,
altimeter, density altitude and
NOTAMS.

FAA approval for IFR means
that airports using the system
will have the benefit of a
certified altimeter, which means
lower landing minimums.

The system is manufactured
by Artais, Inc., 4660 Kenny Rd.,
Columbus, Ohio. The Weather-
Check and instrument package
sells for $21,850. Instailation
will not exceed $5,000, according
to the company.

FAA Exam Schedule
The FAA will have personnel at the Greenville Downtown Airport

and charleston Air Force Base during November and December to
administer written exams for those who wish to take them.

space is limited to 25 persons, so those persons wishing to take
an exam in Greenville or charleston should notify the columbia
General Aviation District office (GADo) by noon on Tuesday before
the Wednesday exam date.

In last month's newsletter, incorrect dates were given for
Charleston. The correct dates are as follows:

Carolina Aviation
Greenville Downtown Airport

Terminal Building
Charleston AFB, building 113

Applicants for ATP, flight engineer, military competence, and
mechanic examinations must have their qualifications checked by a
general aviation inspector prior to taking the written examination.
lf qualified, those applicants will be issued an authorization for a
written test to be presented when taking the examination.

The Columbia GADO will schedule a written tedt itenerary
to any location where there are 15 or more applicants, if prior
arrangements are made.

Examiners Designated
Stay Legal When Flying
VASI Approach, FAA says

It's illegal to fly below a
visual approach slope indicator
(VASI) when on an approach to an
airport with an operating control
tower "until a lower altitude is
neccessary for a safe landing."

The rule, FAR part 91.82 (d)
(3) applies to all aircraft whether
operating VFR or lFR.

Following the vASl glideslope
all the way down should provide

enough altitude to glide to the
runway in the event of an engine
failure and will result in a land-
ing about 1,000 feet down the
runway.

Descending below the VASI
glideslope in order to land "short"
or "on the numbers" may be
common practice but it is tech-
nically an FAR violation unless
circumstances require it.

Nov.

14th
21st

Dec.

5th
12th

The FAA has designated a
few examiners around South
Carolina to administer FAA written
exams. Look for announcements
of beginning dates for Charleston
(Trident TEC), Greenvitle Down-
town Airport (Terminal Buitding),
and Conway Airport.

The new service will provide
opportunity to take written exams
(most on an appointment basis).
Details will be provided through
this newsletter, all FAA Air Traffic
Facilities, and FBO's when final
arrangements are completed.
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Moderate Aviation Growth
Predicted For the Eighties

Both the airlines and general
aviation will continue to flY high
through the 1980's but the rate
of growth will be more modest
than that experienced in recent
years, the U.S. DePartment of
Transportation (DOT) Predicted.

ln its annual "Aviation Fore'
casts," DOT's Federal Aviation
Administration noted that special
fares, expanded route structures
and improved general economic
conditions combined during the
1974-1978 period to produce higher
than average growth rates for the
scheduled and commuter airlines.
It said the trend was given added
impetus by the Pass'age of the Air'
line Deregulation Act in 1978.

"The air carrier growth rates
projected for the Period 1980 to
1991 are more modest," FAA
added. "These lowered growth
rates reflect a consensus on the
expectation of more moderate
economic growth during the fore'
cast period and the judgement that
the growth rates experienced as
a result of deregulation cannot be
sustained."

Looking down the road 12
years, FAA sees passenger board-
ings on scheduled airlines increas-
ing at an annual rate of 4.5 percent,
going'trom 317.7 million in fiscal
year 1979 to 541 million in FY
1991. Commuter airlines are Proj-
ected to do even better. The estim'

ated 6.2 percent annual growth
rate will result in a doubling of
passengers with the FY 1979 total
of 9.9 million increasing to 20.3
million in FY 1991.

The growth rate for general
aviation (non-airline) flying will be
only slightly lower than that for
the past five years, FAA Predicts.
The number of aircraft will grow at
an annual rate of 3.9 Percent,
rising from 193,000 in FY 1979

to over 303,800 in FY 1991.
Moreover, the agency saYs the

utilization of general aviation
aircraft will grow at an even faster
rate because they are "increas'
ingly being used by business f lyers
as an effective means of meeting
their transportation needs."
Reflecting this fact, the hours
flown by general aviation aircraft
will increase during the FY 1979-

1991 period from 39 million to 64
miff ion, an annual rate of 4.2 ger'
cent, the FAA believes.

Discussing the fuel situation
FAA pointed out that the "conse'
quences of sharPlY rising fuel
costs have not proved to be what
might easily have been Predicted
in 1972. For example, it said the
number of hours flown bY general
aviation aircraft should have been
negatively affected by the fuel
price rise and the recession of
1974. In fact, general aviation air'
craft now are flying 37 Percent

more hours than they did in 1973."
Also, FAA noted, the airlines

have responded positively to the
challenge of higher costs. With the
continuing increase in load factors
and the introduction of new air-
craft, the airlines now are using
only 70 percent as much fuel as
they did six years ago when
measured on a revenue passenger
mile basis.

In short, FAA said, "The
history of the last six years
suggests that, as long as fuel is
available, cost may not be as
determinative a factor as once
thought."

The report, "FAA Aviation
Forecasts for Fiscal Years 1980-
1991," is based on fundamental
economic assumptions derived
from the Wharton Long-Term
Economic and lndustry Forecast'
ing Model issued earlier this year.
Among the assumptions are
moderate economic growth, de-
clining unemployment and a slow
abatement in inflation during the
forecast period. In addition to the
"baseline" scenario, the report
also includes "Rapid Growth" and
"Stagf lation Society" scenarios.

A limited number of free
copies of the report are available
from FAA's Office of Aviation
Policy, AVP-120, 800 Independence
Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C.
20591.


