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Kestrel 11 Competition Sailplane 

For the fourth year, Easter Week will find the skies in the Chester 
area swarming with sleek competition sailplanes. This year•s Region 
V Soaring Championships \'Ji 11 attract a record forty-plus competitors, 
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making it far and away the largest Regional soaring contest ever staged 
east of the Mississippi. Practice for the event will get underway on 
April 3, and the first of five contest days wi 11 be Apri 1 7. The meet 
ends on Easter Sunday (April 11). 

Emphasis this year will be on speed tasks, with the contestants being 
assigned predetermined triangular courses ranging from 100 to 250 miles 
in total ground distance, depending on daily weather conditions. Average 
speeds of better than 60 miles per hour are not unusual, since South 
Carolina offers exceptionally fine soaring conditions in the early spring 
each year. 

This year's pilots' roster includes many famous names in soaring, 
including Ben W. Greene of Elizabethtown, North Carolina, who established 
a new world distance mark of better than 720 statute miles last summer 
in a remarkable flight from Odessa~ Texas "to Columbia, Nebraska in an 
elapsed time of nine hours. Other competitors will converge on Chester 
from Illinois, Massachusetts, Indiana, Ohio, as well as all the south
eastern states which constitute Region V in the Soaring Society of 
America's competition map. · 

Distance tasks are also featured in soaring competition, the pilot 
flying the greatest distance within a prescribed area on a given day 
being declared the winner. Turnpoints for this type of task are at 
least 40 miles apart, and can be up to 180 miles per leg. Eight and 
nine-hour flights are not uncommon on such days. 

Bermuda High Soaring School, operating at the Chester Municipal 
Airport, serves as host for the annual Easter Contest. Five towplanes will 
be used this year to launch the 40-plus contestants in less than one 
hour. Launching usually occurs between 1100 and 1300 hours daily, 
depending on when local convection actually begins to make soaring 
possible. 

If you're flying anytime during the period covered by the soaring 
contest, tune in on 123.3 MHz and you'll get an earful of soaring 
dialogue as more than three dozen top competition pilots try to beat each 
other around the various courses assigned. 

Visitors are cordially welcome at the contest site. Those flying 
in to Chester should plan to arrive before 1100 or after 1300, in order 
not to interfere with launching operations. Call in on Unicorn before 
entering the pattern, for advice on local traffic conditions. 

The contest area this year will extend from L~urens in the west to 
Hickory, North Carolina, in the north, to Hartsville in the east, with 
many intermediate turnpoints. All powereq aircraft in this area should 
be on the lookout for (relatively) s]ow-moving sailplanes throughout 
the April 3-11 period, at all altitudes up to 10,000 MSL. 

In the picture on page 1, Pilot Ed Byars of Morgantown, W. Virginia, 
demonstrates the slender "Kestrel" comp~tition sailplane. 



LOW VISIBILITY PROBLEMS 

The National Transportation Safety Board recently released the 
probable cause of an accident in another region. Weather was reported 
as 400 scattered, estimated 10,000 broken, 1~ miles with fog. NTSB 
said the probable cause was " ... a continued descent of the aircraft 
into obstructing terrain caused by crew altitude disorientation in fog 
and light glare during a critical period when they were transitioning 
from instrument to visual approach references." The .NTSB has noted 
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that when there is a layer of shallow fog during an instrument approach, 
there is a sudden reduction in visual range upon entering the fog which 
appears to the pilot as a pitch change in the nose-up direction. If 
the pilot reacts to this phenomenon without carefully cross-checking 
the flight instruments, he may introduce a pitch change in the nose
down direction which can cause the aircraft to strike the ground or 
other obstructions before he detects the error. The Board feels this 
may have been a major factor in several fatal accidents during instru
ment approaches at night with fog being reported. 

Again we emphasize the hazards associated with low visibility 
conditions during approaches such as shallow fog or precipitation which 
may result in loss of visual cues, disorientation or illusions. Also, 
we stress the importance of proper procedures, timing and execution of 
missed approaches whenever visual cues deteriorate during the final 
stages of the approach. 

AOPA FLIGHT TRAINING CLINIC 

Callaway Gardens at Pine Mo~ta].n Georgia, has scheduled an 
AOPA Flight Training Clinic for May~Z~9~ The Ground School Courses 
will be conducted at the Holiday Inn of Callaway Gardens with Flight 
Training at the Gardens Harris Airport. Five flight courses will be 
conducted during the two-day program - (1) AOPA Pinch-Hitter Course, 
for wives and other non-pilots who fly in light airplanes; (2) AOPA 
360° Rating Course; (3) AOPA Instrument Nav/Com Course; (4) AOPA 
Instrument Pilot Preparatory Course; (5) AOPA Instrument Pilot Refresher 
Course. During the Clinic the AOPA Private Pilot Written Exam Course 
and Instrument Written Exam Course will be offered also. 

Callaway Gardens is one of the most unique and exciting family 
resort centers in America. In a delightful 2500-acre setting of colorful 
blooming flowers, stately trees and luxuriate shrubs, so much recreation 
and pleasure is available that there is something to please every 
member of the family. 

For further information, write Dick Busch, AOPA, 4650 East-West 
Highway, Washington, D.C. 20014. 
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AVIATION EDUCATION WORKSHOP 

The 19th Annual Aviation Education Workshop is scheduled for June 
10 through June 26, at the School of Education, University of South 
Carolina. 

This is a workshop in practical aviation for teachers of the South 
Carolina public schools. Participants will be given a general orienta
tion in aviation and its related fields. Emphasis will be placed on 
ways of introducing aviation into the classroom, the use of aviation 
as motivation for projects, and preparation for teaching a course in 
aviation education. 

Numerous representatives of the aviation industry have been 
secured as guest lecturers. Field trips and experience flights will 
be included in the workshop program. Persons enrolled in the workshop 
will visit several of the military and civilian air bases throughout 
South Carolina. Experience flights will be provided by the airport 
operators serving the area and by the military aviation units. Thirty 
scholarships covering tuition and registration fees are available to 
students eligible to enroll in the workshop. 

The workshop will be under the direction of Mr. John F. Barry, 
Assistant Director of the South Carolina Aeronautics Commission. 
Students who complete the work successf~ly will receive three semester 
hours of credit. 

Teachers interested in a scholarship should write John F. Barry, 
South Carolina Aeronautics Commission, P.O. Box 88, West Columbia, South 
Carolina 29169. 

COLUMBIA TO GET RADAR 

Airport surveillance radar will be installed at the Columbia 
Metropolitan Airport sometime this year, depending upon the delivery 
date of the $1.6 million equipment from the manufacturer, said the 
spokesman for the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). 

"This is completely new radar and it has to be designed, tested, 
and checked," said George Aaron, tower control chief at the airport. 

The first mention of radar being needed at the airport came as 
early as 1958, when it was determined that the Columbia facility met 
FAA criteria for having radar installed. 

"At that time, the local airport had to provide a place for the 
radar to be installed," said Jack Barker of the FAA's regional office 
in Atlanta. "We planned to put radar in there, but the traffic dropped 
below the criteria level." 

Barker said the airport again met criteria in 1963, but that Columbia 
was not high enough up on a priority list to get federal money for the 



5 

project. 
11 lf an airport meets the criteria it means it's eligible for radar, 

but it doesn't mean they get it, .. he said. 11 lt's a question, money ... 
According to the FAA, an airport must have 50,000 itir dte 

operations a year to qualify for radar. Itinerate operat1ons are those 
that either originate at another airport and land at Columbia, or take 
off from Columbia and land at another airport. Either a landing or 
a take-off is a single 11 0peration. 11 

Of the 50,000 operations, at least 10,000 must be scheduled air 
carriers. 

During 1970, Columbia had 85,000 itinerate operations of which 
27,000 were air carrier operations. 

In 1966, the airport traffic rose to the qualifying level again 
and after two years, funding was provided for the installation of radar. 

11 Basically, we are waiting for a delivery date from the manufacture r , .. 
Barker said of the holdup since funding the program in 1968. 

Engineers from the Atlanta Office of the FAA have been in Columbia 
for the past several days doing a 11 Siting survey 11 for the radar 
insta 11 at ion. 

11 We've already started spending money on it, 11 said Barker. 
The radar will allow the control tower at the airport to keep 

closer and safer tabs on aircraft in the area, the tower chief said. 
Under present traffic control conditions airplanes have to have 

a clear area 11 ten minutes flying time ahead to them and ten minutes 
behind them, 11 said Aaron. The tower chief said this could vary greatly 
according to the speed of the airplane. 

11 With radar we can handle them with 5 miles in front or behind them. 
The addition of rad~r at Columbia will give us almost complete 

radar coverage for South Carolina. We presently have radar facilities 
at Greenville, Charleston, Beaufort, and Myrtle Beach. 

AERIAL APPLICATORS MEET 

The South Carolina Aerial Applicators Association met on March 5, 
to continue the reorganization program. Officers elected at the March 
5 meeting include Louis A. Heinemann, First Vice President; James C. Price 
Second Vice President; and Woodrow M. McKay, Secretary-Treasurer. 
Elected to the Board of Directors were William J. McKenna, Elliott H. 
Lynam, and George A. Gedra. Budd C. Darling of Bennettsville was elected 
President at the February 19 meeting. 

The next meeting of this group is scheduled for April 16 and 17 at 
the Holiday Inn at Santee. The business meeting will begin at 1 p.m. 
on the 16th. Pilots interested in attending the meeting should contact 
Budd C. Darling, P.O. Box 77, Bennettsville, South Carolina 29512. 
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GEORGETOWN AND WESTERN CHANGES HANDS 

Harry Weinberg, operator of Georgetown and 
Western Flying Service announced Thursday, March 
25, that he had sold his flight operation to Mr. 
Ken Luther. Harry, who moved to Georgetown in 
1964 from Freehold, New Jersey, has operated the 
airport for the past seven years. Prior to that 
time, Georgetown was without a fixed-base 
operation and Harry has provided excellent 

m service. 
Mr. Luther comes to Georgetown from Mountain 

View, California. He was formerly an electro
mechanical engineer with Signetics, Inc., a 
subsidiary of Corning Glass. He soloed in 1934 
at South Bend, Indiana, and in the early days 
owned a Fairchild 22. Mr. Luther will operate 
under the name Georgetown and Western Flying 
Service and will provide services from sunrise 
to sunset. Unicorn frequency at Georgetown is 

122.8 MHz. Mr. Luther plans to modernize the facilities at Georgetown in 
the near future. 

We welcome him to South Carolina and wish him much luch in his new 
venture. 

BREAKFAST CLUB NEWS 

The meeting tentatively scheduled for April 11 has been changed to 
April 18 to coincide with 11 Come See Me Week 11 in Rock Hill. 11 Come See Me 11 

is sponsored by the Rock Hill Chamber of Commerce and their program 
begins on Friday, April 16 with arts and crafts exhibits and tours of 
homes and gardens. Saturday•s program includes a performance of the U.S. 
Air Force Acrobatic Flying Team, the Thunderbirds and a demonstration by 
the Golden Knights, the U.S. Army Parachute Team. This program gets under 
way at 2 p.m. and the airport will be closed betwee~ 2 and 4 p.m. for this 
show and a FAA temporary tower will be in operation. The Breakfast Club 
meeting will be Sunday at 9 a.m. with special tours planned for the 
members. 

On April 25, the Breakfast Club will meet at Barnwell, and the May 
9 meeting will be in Camden. 

If there is any change in the schedule, operators will be notified. 



REGULATION AMENDMENT 

Amendment No. 20 to Part 1 (Definitions and Abbreviations) of 
the FAA regulations became effective February 4, 1971. The amendment 
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is as follows: "Airport traffic area" means, unless otherwise specifically 
designated in Part 93, that airspace within a horizontal radius of 5 
statute miles from the geographical center of any airport at which a 
control tower is operating, extending from the surface up to, but not 
including, an altitude of 3,000 . feet above the elevati~n of the airport. 

(The amendment alters: "from the surface up to, but not including, 
2000 feet above the surface" --to read 3000 feet above the elevation of 
the airport. 

TOWER TIPS - TRANSPONDER MISUSE 

As the cost of transponder equipment comes within reach of more 
private aircraft owners, we find an ever increasing number of small 
aircraft so equipped. This is a boon to the controller as it enables 
faster radar' identification and easier flight foflowing. 

It has also been noted that some of the "little guys" who are 
transponder equipped, apparently are not using the equipment when flying 
into a radar environment or, are misusing it. By this, I mean they call 
approach control for radar service and as we try to radar identify them 
by turns or other means, they then adivse that they have a transponder 
and would we like for them to turn it one. Certainly! It should have 
been on and squawking the appropriate VFR code at the time of initial 
contact. A simple ":ident" would have quickly established radar contact 
and eliminated the need for identifying turns and extra transmissions. 

Also, a few pilots will activate their ident feature when they have 
not been asked to do so by ATC. This should never be done unless requested. 
It could lead to a misidentification by controllers and is potentially 
dangerous. If you are in doubt as to whether it is functioning properly, 
request a check from the controller. Another point, avoid leaving your 
transponder set on a code which is not appropriate to your flight opera
tion. Remember, those different codes mean something to the controller 
so don't inadvertently select a random code and leave your transponder 
on during VFR flight. 

The correct squawk for VFR flight below 10,000 feet is Code 1200. 
At or above 10,000 feet--Code 1400. 

Gary Bracewell 
Tower Controller 
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A primary safety function of the Federal Aviation Administration is 
to require correction of unsafe conditions found in an aircraft, aircraft 
engine, propeller, or appliance when such conditions exist and are likely 
to exist or develop in other products of the same design. The unsafe 
condition may exist because of a design defect, maintenance, or other 
cause. FAR Part 39, Airworthiness Directives, defines the authority and 
responsibility of the administrator for requiring the necessary corrective 
action. The Airworthiness Directives (AD) are the media used to notify 
aircraft owners and other interested persons of unsafe conditions and to 
prescribe the conditions under which the product may continue to be 
operated. 

Airworthiness Directives are Federal Aviation Regulations and must 
be complied with, unless specific exemption is granted. 

Airworthiness Directives may be divided into two categories: (1) 
Those of an emergency nature requiring immediate compliance upon receipt 
and (2) tnose of a less urgent nature requiring compliance within a 
specified period of time. · 

The contents of ADs include the aircraft, engine, propeller, or 
appliance model and serial numbers affected. Also included are the com
pliance time or period, a description of the difficulty experienced, and 
the necessary corrective action. 


