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SOUTH CAROLINA ATRPORT DEVELOPMENT - . 

In 1957, the Aeronautics Com~ission initiated an airport 
development program based on 25% state aid, 25% community 
participation and 50% federal aid. The program that year of 
1957 involved one airport, Dillon, where the location of an 
important industry was contingent on a suitable airport. 

This airport program has continued to expand through the 
years. For fiscal 1966-67, marking the tenth anniversary, 
the Commission has an allocation of $866,0~1.00 in state 
funds for this purpose. 

In developing new facilities, including runway extensions, 
paving and lighting-,-there are $295,000 apportioned as state 
aid. This money is to be applied as follows: 

Hilt0n Head 
Winnsboro 
Andrews 
Saluda 

*Marlboro 
St. George 
Laurens 

*Sumter 
Hemingway 
Dillon 

New Airport 

" " 
II II 

" " 
" II 

" " 
" II 

Runway Extension 
Runway Paving 
Runway and Taxiway Paving 

23% State Aid 
$ 14,500.00 

45,000.00 
37,500.00 
45,000.00 
13,000.00 
20,000.00 
30,000.00 
3,000.00 
7,500.00 

12,000.00 
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*Marlboro - supplement to $40,000.00 state aid last year 
in order to complete. 

*Sumter - supplement to $24,500.00 last year in order to 
complete. 

In addition to the above projects now in final planning 
stages, the following projects involving Commission aid 
are now under constru=tion: 

Runway Lighting 
Paving Runway 
Runway Extension 

State Aid 
Anderson 
Berkeley 
Camden 
Pageland 
Cheraw 
Clarendon 
Conway 
Lake City 
Marlboro 
Newberry 

(Just com?leted) New Airpo~t 

4,000.00 
22,000.00 
39,000.00 
20,000.00 
21,000.00 
30,000.00 
36,675.00 
20,000.00 
40,000.00 
19,776.00 

Sumter 
Summ·arville 
Gaffney 
Marion 

II II 

New Airport 
New Airport 

II II 

Paving Runway (Just Completed) 
New Airport 
Paving & Runway Extension 

.Q"ust Completed) 
Runway Extension 
Paving (Not yet begun) 
(Not yet begun) New Airport 

11 
" 

11 Paving 
State Aid Total 

24,500.00 
20,000.00 
25,000.00 
19,000.00 

$ 340 '9 51. 00 

The following projects on State-system airports concern 
~aintenance repair and community and federal funds are not 
involved. Work on this repair is to begin as soon as lo;
~id contracts have been executed: 
~ep~irs to Airport~ 

Darlington 
Anderson 
Walterboro 
Aiken 
Barnwell 
Chester 
Georgetown 
Florence 
Edgefield 
Greenwood 
Moncks Corner 
Engineering Services 
Renovation of Administration Building 

Total State Funds 

State Appropriation 
$ 16,995.00 

122,331.00 
16,280.00 
32,450.00 
46,866.00 
20,000.00 
13,860.00 
42,669.00 

1,500.00 
7,500.00 
2,000.00 

11,140.00 
10,000.00 

$ 571,091.00 
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SINCE THIS AIRPORT DEVELOPMENT AND IMPROVEMENT STARTED IN 
1957, FIFTY NINE NEW AND/OR PAVED AIRPORTS HAVE BEEN ADDED 
AS NEW COMMUNITY FRONT DOORS. THESE DOORS HAVE BEEN A 
VITAL NECESSITY IN COMPLEMENTING THE REQUIREMENT OF THE 
STATE'S INDUSTRIAL EXPANSION. STATE AID TO S~~LL AND 
MEDIUM SIZE COMMUNITIES IN AIRPORT DEVELOPMENT IS A VERY 
IMPORTANT "MUST". WilliOUT THAT HELP, THESE COMMUNITIES 
COULD NOT POSSESS lliESE ACCOMPLISHMENTS. EVERY DOLLAR SO 
INVESTED RETURNS TO THE COMMUNITY AND STATE MANY, MANY TIMES. 

Added to the above is the lighting of twenty six airports 
with the use of Commission funds only. Nine airports are 
lighted with the use of 25% state aid, 25% community and 
50% federal. 

American industry makes use of general aviation in ex
cess of 75%, recent figures indicate. Are we justified? 
To use a trite phrase, "you better believe it!" 

THERMAL BELT AVIATION 

Thermal Belt Aviation, Landrum, S.C., has leased the 
hangar and office space formerly occupied by the Johnson 
Flying Service at the Greenville Municipal Airport. Luther 
Johnson who operated at Greenville and Greenwood for many 
years has entered upon another business venture. 

George Marshall, Vice President and General Manager of 
Thermal Belt Aviation announced today that C. R. (Buck) 
Moss will manage the Greenville operation. Thermal Belt 
which is the distributor for Aero Commander Aircraft will 
provide a full line of aircraft services at Greenville, 
to include flight instruction, sales, charter, aircraft 
rental, maintenance and helicopter service. 

Work is being completed on paving the ramp and service 
area at the Fairview Airport. A five unit T-hangar is 
also under construction. Lucille Johnson, one of the 
State's leading women pilots has joined the Thermal Bell 
staff as Chief Pilot Instructor. Gray Simpson is now in 
charge of aircraft maintenance. 

Buck Moss who operated Palmetto Aviation for many years 
joined Thermal Belt Aviation this past spring. We con
gratulated Buck on his promotion and wish him much success 
in Greenville. 
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Each modern aircraft is delivered to its original owner 
with a manual loaded with information pertinent to the 
operation of that particular aircraft and model. In addition 
to recommended operating instruct ions, these ma.nuals usually 
include performance data and charts, simple diagrams of the 
systems, and checklists. All in all, an owner's manual 
is a mighty useful gadget to have on board for reference. 

Like most useful gadgets, however, they have a habit of 
becoming lost or misplaced, and too often the loss isn't 
noticed until they are needed. In the case of an aircraft 
manual, discovering the loss at that late date is, in fact, 
too late. 

Do you know where yours is? Check today, and if it's 
missing, take immediate steps to replace it. Most aircraft 
Sales and Service agents have them in stock and will make 
them available at a reasonable price. 

A misconception among some second-hand owners who did 
not get manuals with their aircraft is either that the 
manufacturer of the aircraft never printed any or if the 
aircraft owner had one, it became lost before the "new" 
owner bought the aircraft, second-hand, and it was 
irreplaceable. 

Both ideas are wrong. All aircraft manufacturers do 
9ublish manuals and, if a manual is lost, it usually can 
)e replaced. Cessna Aircraft, for example, has manuals 
available for all aircraft models they have built from 1946 
to the present. The charge? Just the cost of having a 
:::opy printed. 

When buying a second-hand aircraft, be sure to look for 
the manual. If it is missing, insist that the seller provide 
~ne prior to your purchase. The contents of an aircraft 
nanual provide a long step toward economical as well as 
safer operations. 

Wing Tips--Texas Aeronautics 
Commission 

AOPA PLANTATION PARTY 

The AOPA Plantation Party and Industry Exhibit is 
scheduled for October 1 through 6, at the Holiday-Riviera 
1nd El Mirador Hotel, Palm Springs, California. For package 
?lans and AOPA flight training courses, contact: AOPA 
~lantation Party, P. 0. Box 5960, Washington, D. C. Phone: 
~301) 654-0500. 
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The next meeting of the Breakfast Club will be held 
at Aiken on September 11th. The Aiken Airport has three 
paved 5000 feet runways and Unicorn on 122.8mc. Harry 
Horne is making plans for a big crowd on this date. 

A three weeks skip was scheduled to allow for the 
Labor Day weekend. Over 200 people attended the last meet
ing at Shaw Air Force Base. The members enjoyed an 
excellent breakfast and program. 

The second September meeting will be held at the 
Hartsville Airport. This will be for the dedication of the 
new facilities. Bill Yengel is making plans for this meeting. 

The f:i.rst • meeting in October will be at the Barnwell 
Airport. The runways at Barnwell have just been resurfaced 
and the field is in excellent condition. Wendell Gibson 
is operating the airport now. 

The second meeting in October will be the Annual Founders 
Day meeting in Orangebur g. This meeting is held every year 
to honor Tom Summers and to elect o~ficers for the coming 
year. 

Under the leadership of President Homer Collum, Earle 
Kirkwood, Ralph Beach and Mrs. Hazel Fillman, the Breakfast 
Club has enjoyed its most successful year. The average 
attendance has been over one hundred per meeting and many 
new pilots and aircraft owners have joined the ranks of 
the breakfast clubbers. Make your plans now to attend as 
many of these meetings as possible , especial l y the Oran geburg 
meeting. 

FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATES 

A Flight Instructor Certificate issued or renewed after 
September 25, 1965 will expire at the end of the 24th month 
after the month in which it is issued, and will bear an 
expiration date. A Flight Instructor Certificate which 
was issued before September 26, 1965, will expire at the 
end of the holder's next birth month after September 1966. 
For example, if an instructor was born during the month of 
October, his Flight Instructor Certificate will expire on 
October 31, 1966, unless it is renewed before that date. 



6/ EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT COURSE 

The second General Aviation Executive Management Course 
has been announced for September 12 through 16. The 
sponsoring agencies are Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
the National Aviation Trades Association. The course will 
be conducted on the campus of the Institute. 

The numbers of participants are limited--70 in the basic 
program and 25 in the advanced. Only two representatives 
£ rom each organization are permitted. Members o£ N.A.T.A. 
will be considered first. 

For a registration form contact Dr. Ogden H. Hall, College 
of Business, Virginia Polytechnic Institute, Blacksburg, 
Virginia 24061. 

GENERAL AVIATION TRAVELERS IN 1965 

General aviation (non-airline) airplanes carried an esti
mated 39.4 million travelers in 1965, according to a new 
report released today by the Federal Aviation Agency. Air-
lines carried 84.6 million passengers. . 

The FAA estimates of general aviation travelers were based 
on information gathered by all of the Agency's £light service 
station facilities during August 1965. Each facility sub
mitted load factor information from pilots filing itinerant 
f .:. ight plans. Local £lights, generally conducted for prac
tice or sightseeing, which took off and landed at the same 
airport, were not counted. 

General aviation pilots, filing 208,916 flight plans with 
FAA during the survey month, carried 651,950 people in 
1,220,079 available seats for an average of 3.1 per flight. 
Occupants on single-engine one-to-three-place piston
powered airplanes averaged 74 per cent of capacity as com
pared to turbo-prop airplanes which averaged 34 per cent. 

During the survey, single-engine piston-powered airplanes, 
which comprise 87.7 per cent of the 86,788 aircraft in the 
general aviation fleet, filed 67.5 per cent of the flight 
plans, with multi-engine aircraft, 11.9 per cent of the 
fleet, filing 29.1 per cent. 

FLIGHT CLINIC 

An AOPA Flight Training Clinic is planned for the first 
week in November at Pine Mountain Airport, Georgia. This 
will be sponsored by the Georgia Department of Aviation. 
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CLOSE YOUR FLIGHT PLAN 

This happened recently in the northwest, a man on a 
cross country flight filed a flight plan, but due to ad
verse weather landed at an airport enroute and was forced 
to spend the night there. We admire this man's judgment. 
But he didn't close his flight plan!! 

After all checks were made etc., the Central Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Group at Richards-Gebaur AFB, Kansas 
City was alerted. They, in turn, alerted the Civil Air 
Patrol in South Dakota, Minnesota and Iowa and about mid
night a Search and Rescue Operation was initiated. 

In very marginal weather, nine sorties were flown and 
five additional planes were flown to the area to start 
operations when the weather improved. This was 23 hours 
total flying time. 

In addition, 30 men from S.D., 20 from Iowa and 56 from 
Minnesota were called out on d1.1ty to man the vehicles, 
radio equipment etc. Twenty-one vehicles were p~t into 
place which required 525 miles of driving. 

The 106 CAP personnel involved are all volunteers. They 
get no pay for this. Also, unfortunately, many of them 
were "docked" pay for missing work. There was a total 
of 1262 man-hours expended. 

We don't mean to boil all this down to dollars and cents 
because it would have been worth every bit of the effort, 
and more, if this man had been forced down. But thin~ 
what a difference a .75¢ telephone call would have made! 

FEDERAL GASOLINE TAX REFUND 

Purchasers of aviation gas who paid the federal gasoline 
tax have until September 30 to file IRS Form 828 with the 
Internal Revenue Service for the 2¢ per gallon refund on 
aviation gasoline purchased between July 1, 1965, and 
June 30, 1966. 

NATIONAL AVIATION TRADES ASSOCIATION 

Never too early to make reservations for attending the 
national ag aviation meeting in Las Vegas, November 29th 
through December 1st, at the Stardust South. 
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FAA REMINDS AMATEUR ROCKET LAUNCHERS OF FIRING LIMITATIONS 

Amateur rocket launchers were reminded today by the FAA 
that rocket f'ir ings may violate the Federal Aviation '·Regulations. 

The regulations prohibit rocket firings into the airspace 
where aircra.f't are controlled by the FAA. Firings also are 
prohibited within five miles of' airport boundaries, into 
clouds, at night, or within 1,500 feet of' any person or pro
perty not associated with the launching. 

High performance model rockets capable of' reaching alti
tudes of' several thousand feet are potential hazards to air
craft. Th•:! firing of' such rockets, however, is permissible 
provided they are operated in a manner that does not create 
a hazard to aircraft as outlined in the Federal regulations. 

The regulations provide that operators of' certain rockets 
notify the nearest FAA air traf'f'ic facility 24 to 48 hours 
bef'ore beginning a rocket launch. Assistance regarding this 
notification and other asp•zcts of' the regulation may be ob
tained f'rom any one of' the 21 air route traf'f'ic control centers, 
300 airport traf'f'ic control towers, or 333 flight service 
stations operated by FAA. Information and assistance may also 
be obtained from approximately 80 FAA General Aviation District 
Of'f'ices located at air traffic hubs throughout the 48 states. 

Rocket firings in areas restricted f'or special uses such 
as military activity or NASA research, are governed by the 
controlling authority for that area. 


