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AOPA CLINIC MANAGERS CITED 

WASHINGTON, D.C.--Some 20 
general aviation leaders from 
throughout t h e country met i n ~ 

Bethesda, Md., this week-
Nov. 29-30, for a two-day 
seminar on the conduct of AOPA 
Flight Training Clinics. Most 
of the participants, who have 
served as clinic managers for 
the AOPA Flight Training Pro-
gram over the past three years, 
were cited during the meeting 

RALPH NELSON, J. B. HART- for outstanding contributions 
RANFT & JACK BARRY t o a viation safety. 

Sponsored by the AOPA Foun
dation, Inc., the seminar consisted of a review of flight 
training clinics conducted in the past and the development 
of plans for some 35 clinics that will be held during the 
coming year. Since the program was launched by the AOPA 
Foundation--a private, nonprofit corporation affiliated 
with the 120,000-member Aircraft Owners and Pilots Associa
tion and designed to foster aviation education and safety-
more than 12,500 pilots have improved their flight profi
ciency at AOPA Flight Training Clinics. 
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The two-day working seminar was chaired by Ralph F. Nelson, 

flight training clinic project director for the AOPA Foundation. 
He said the seminar was expected to result in expanded efforts 
to bring added flying proficiency and safety to the greatest 
possible number o£ private and business plane pilots. 

Receiving plaques from AOPA President J. B Hartranft, Jr., 
in recognition of their past efforts to help make the AOPA 
Flight Training Clinic Program a success were: John F. Barry, 
Assistant Director o£ Aeronautics, South Carol ina Aeronautics 
Commission , 924 Brantley St . , Columbia, S . C .; G.Douglas 
Boswell, FAA Air Tr affic Controller, 110 N. Hickory Rd, Ster
ling, VA.; Donald L. Burnside, Owner-Manager, Burnside-Ott 
Flight School, Opa Locka, Fla.; G. Courtney Chapman, Director 
of Flight Operations, Ohio State University Department o£ 
Aviation, Columbus, Ohio.; Robert W. Doolittle, Instrument 
Flight Instructor, P. 0. Box 305, Opa Locka, Fla.; Jack J. 
Eggspuehler, Chairman, Ohio State University Department of 
Aviation, Columbus, Ohio.; Kenneth E. Hoffman, Chief Flight In
structor, Kensair Corporation, Jefferson County Airport, 
Denver, Colo.; William Hubbard, Instructor, Ohio State Uni
versity Department or Aviation, Columbus, 0.; Larry Kretsinger, 
Safety and Enforcement Officer, Wyoming Aeronautics Commission, 
1202 Hoy Road, Cheyenne, Wyo.; Jack Ledbetter, P. 0. Box 214343, 
Sacramento, Calif.; Ward J. Mayrand, Supervisor of Aviation 
Information, Michigan Department o£ Aeronautics , Lansing, Mich .; 
s. c. Peterson, Jr., Pilot, Northwest Airlines, 4252 Oakland 
Ave., Minneapolis, Minn.; Harold Shevers, Jr., Owner-Manager, 
Sportsman's Market, Lunken Airport, Cincinnati, 0.; FrankS. 
Shipman, P. o. Box 932, Goleta, Calif.; Donald L. Sundin, 
Manager, Newark Municipal Airport, Newark, 0.; Jesse w. Stone
cipher, Chief Flight Instructor, University or Illinois In
stitute o£ Aviation, Urbana~ Ill.; Burton H. Watkins, Director, 
Engineering and Management Institute, Iowa State University 
or Science and Technology, Ames, Ia.; Donald M. Uhlenberg, 
Director, University o£ Minnesota Flight Facilities, 1948 
Ulysses, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Each received a plaque £or his past work as clinic manager, 
on which was inscribed: 11AOPA meritorious award presented 
to •.•••• ror outstanding contributions to flight safety in 
the Flight Training Clinic Program o£ the AOPA Foundation, 
Inc." 

Each course includes at least £our hours of ground school 
and four hours o£ comprehensive £light training under the 
guidance or a selected group or some of the country's most 
outstanding flight instructors. 



FEDERAL AVIATION AGENCY 
VFR EXAM-0-GRAM *NO. 34 

HOW TO OBTAIN PROPER WEATHER BRIEFING 

The Civil Aeronautics Board Statistical Review of General Aviation accidents for calendar year 1963 
indicates that about one in every four fatal accidents in General Aviation is the result of pilots contin
uing flight in adverse weather. This report lists weather as a causal factor in 1, 039 accidents of 
which 296 were classed as fatal accidents and 743 were non-fatal. 

Most FAA General Aviation Written Examinations contain test items which deal with proper "Preflight 
Action" as required by Federal Aviation Regulations. Obtaining sufficient information concerning 
enroute and destination weather before beginning a flight is one of the most important parts of preflight 
action. The illustration and telephone conversation below is an example of an individual who "thinks " 
he has checked the weather. 

~ 0 0 0 

GOODLAND 

DENVER 

GARDEN CITY 

PILOT: "This is Tom Jones. Will you give me the latest Garden City, Goodland and Denver sequence 
reports and the winds at eighty-five hundred feet?" 

WEATHER BRIEFER: "Yes sir, at 1100 Central time, Garden City was reporting clear skies, VISI

bility more than 15, surface wind 140 degrees at 20 knots. At Goodland the visibility is still 
good and they report scattered cirriform clouds ... their wind is 150 degrees at 20 knots. 
At 1000 Mountain time, Denver is clear, visibility 50 miles, surface wind is from 040 
degrees at 10 knots. Winds at eight thousand five hundred feet will average 220 degrees at 
30 knots. Sir, would you like a weather briefing for your flight? A front lies ... " (the pilot 
interrupts at this point. ) 

PILOT: "No, that's all right, thank you. I'm in a hurry. I'll check the weather along the way." 

***** 
The above illustration portrays a pilot who is in a hurry to fly his family on an extended cross -country 
flight of approximately 463 miles. The weather loo'{s good at his departure point and the hourly se
quence reports indicate that present weather conditions are favorable along the route. However, this 
pilot is too anxious to get into the air -- too anxious to be on his way. He probably doesn't realize how 
rapidly the weather can deteriorate in the 3 hours that will be required to reach his destination - -or -
he is a careless or inexperienced pilot whose flying is characterized by poor judgment. If Mr. Jones 
had stayed on the phone for perhaps another minute, the briefer would have given him information 
(Terminal and Area Forecasts, AIRMETS, etc. ) which should have changed his mind about attempting 
the flight. He would have learned that the proposed flight would take him into rapidly deteriorating 
ceilings and visibilities as well as freezing drizzle. The briefer offered the pilot more information 
and it may have appeared to him that the briefer was questioning his competence. Nevertheless, the 
pilot should have listened to what the briefer had to offer. Sometimes it may be superfluous--often it 
is vitally important. 

***** 
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ENROUTE WEATHER BRIEFING. 

I '/./. TAKE A LOOK----I rNINK 
I CAN MAKE tr. 

~GOODLAND 

PILOT: ". . . Goodland Radio, I am 5 miles east of Goodland at 6, 500. Will you give me the latest 
Denver weather . . . ? " 

GOODLAND RADIO: ". . . At 1200 Mountain time Denver was measured 1500 overcast, visibility 10, 
very light drizzle, temperature 38, dewpoint 34, wind 040 degrees at 15, altimeter 29. 98, 
low clouds northeast approaching station. . . Denver AIR MET ALPHA 2, moderate icing in 
precipitation in northern third of Colorado east of the Rockies, conditions continuing beyond 
1500 Mountain and moving southward. . . Pilot Report at 50 northeast of Denver, moderate 
rime icing 6, 000 to 9, 000 feet MSL, type aircraft unknown. 

PILOT: "I believe that I can make Denver okay VFR, don't you?" 

GOODLAND RADIO: "Negative. The conditions have dropped rapidly during the past hour. I'll give 
you the Denver forecast." 

PILOT: "That's okay, I'll take a look and I'll turn around if it gets too bad. It's 1500 and 10 at Den
ver--I think I can make it. " 

000 

(Epilogue - Unfortunately, he didn't make it! 
The pilot encountered freezing drizzle, crashed, 
and all occupants aboard were killed.) 

So often pilots are given SIGMETS, AIRMETS, or Pilot Reports, but they do not realize the significance 
of the information--nor have they gained a lasting respect for the forces of weather. Even though this 
pilot was made aware of the potential weather hazards on the flight from Goodland to Denver, he did not 
heed the warning received. It is not unusual for a pilot to be motivated to continue flight into deterior
ating weather in order to: Keep a speaking engagement, attend a party with friends, get home to the 
family, or a multiplicity of other seemingly important reasons. Those oft spoken words "I think I can 
make it," are too frequently the pilot's last transmission, 

***** 
WAS THE "PREFLIGHT ACTION" BY THE PILOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH REGULATIONS? No! 
FAR Part 91 states in part: "Each pilot in command shall, before beginning a flight, familiarize 
himself with all available information concerning that flight. This information must include, for a 
flight under IFR or a flight not in the vicinity of an airport, available weather reports and forecasts, 
fuel requirements, alternatives available if the planned flight cannot be completed . " 

***** 
This Exam-0-Gram covers several of the most common methods by which a pilot can obtain weather 
briefings. In certain localities, there are other ways that a pilot can receive weather information. 



WHAT IS THE PROPER WAY TO REQUEST A WEATHER BRIEFING BY TELEPHONE ? You get faster 
service and greatly assist the weather briefer by telling him: 

1. That you are a pilot. (If you are a student, private, or commercial pilot--say so. The weather 
briefer needs to know that you are a pilot, not someone who calls just to find out the general 
weather picture. 

2. The type of airplane you are planning to fly . (light single engine, high performance multi
engine, and jets all present different briefing problems.) 

3. Your destination. (If you plan to stop somewhere enroute or deviate from the normal course, 
you should tell the briefer your intentions.) 

4. Your estimated departure time. 

5. Whether or not you can go IFR. (Instrument rated? . . . Aircraft equipped?) 

WHAT PERTINENT INFORMATION SHOULD A WEATHER BRIEFING INCLUDE? A preflight weather 
briefing will be incomplete unless it includes: 

1. Weather synopsis (position of lows, fronts, ridges, etc.). 

2. Current weather conditions. 

3. Forecast weather conditions. 

4. Alternate routes (if necessary). 
NOTE: All of these items are on the 

weather briefer's checklist! 

5. Hazardous weather. 

6. Forecast winds aloft. 

***** 
WHERE CAN YOU OBTAIN A WEATHER BRIEFING? Flight Service Stations (FSS) provide aviation 
weather briefing service, and at major strategically located cities weather briefings are also available 
through both the FSS and Weather Bureau Airport Station (WBAS). At many locations, the Weather 
Bureau furnishes Pilot's Automatic Telephone Weather Answering Service (PATWAS), which means 
that the weatherman records a briefing that is available to the pilot over his local telephone. Pilots 
may receive continuous broadc.asts of weather information over many of the low and medium frequency 
navigational aids- known as Recorded Weather Briefings (TWEB). TWEB and PATWAS are similar in 
that they provide weather information for a radius of 250 miles. 

WHERE CAN YOU FIND A LISTING OF FSS AND WEATHER BUREAU TELEPHONE NUMBERS? The 
Weather Bureau and Flight Service Stations provide weather briefings through both listed and unlisted 
telephone numbers. The unlisted numbers for all Weather Bureau offices and FSS's providing this 
service are published in the back pages (Section IVA) of the Airman's Information Manual. See excerpt. 

-~~~~~-"''o'"' 
~·S \'"',..... ' J~.\~tl'J" . V·'eft' 

~~~-'"'\)JI.\. 

FSS AND WEATHER BUREAU 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

OKLAHOMA Am 
loCIIIon Cod1 Ttl~phont 

Ardmore(AAS) ........ ------ _________ FSS 
FSS 

Gage (AAS) . . •. ..... .. FSS 
Hobart (AAS)... .. . . •.. . .............. FSS 
McAiester(AAS).. ------- FSS 
OklahomaCity(WIIIRogers) ----- ----- ... FSS 

(Answered personally after PATWAS mes
sage.) 

WB 
WB 

(405) 
(405) 
(405) 
(405) 
(918) 
(405) 
(405) 
(405) 

Ponca City (AAS) .. 
Tulsa .. 

.... FSS (405) 
• FSS (918) 

WB (918) 

***** 

CAJ-6771/* ou !1-5441 
92:>-2601 

GE&-4234 
GA:>-4091 
SU!I-7452 

685-4433 * 
685-6350+~ 

• RO 5-5485 
TE 8-3316 

835-4775+ 
835-236H 

~ 

Indicates Pilofs Automatic Telephone 
Weather Answering Service (PATWAS) 
available, providing transcribed avia
tion weather information. 

Indicates a restricted number, use for 
aviation weather information 

For long cross-country flights or flights in marginal weather, the pilot may choose a face-to-face 
briefing by FSS or Weather Bureau personnel. If a planned flight is short (250 miles or less) a visit 
with a weather briefer may be unnecessary except in marginal or poor weather situations. Often, a 
briefing by telephone or the information contained in recorded weather briefings (PATWAS or TWEB) 
will fill a pilot's needs. NOTE: At the conclusion of a PATWAS recording, you may get additional 
information by holding the phone and waiting for the weather briefer to answer. 
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HOW CAN YOU DETERMINE WHERE RECORDED WEATHER BRIEFINGS (TWEB) ARE AVAILABLE? 

By referring to the Airport/Facility Directory section of Air
man's Information Manual (AIM). In the excerpt to the right, 
notice the black dot which appears after the frequency and indi
cates that recorded weather briefings are available. A pilot on 
the ground at a small airport 50 miles from Will Rogers World 
Airport might utilize this service by tuning his ADF (or low 
frequency) receiver to· 350 kcs , and thereby receive continuous 
transcribed weather briefings of the area around Will Rogers 
within a 250 mile radius. 

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE TELE
PHONE SERVICE AS PROVIDED BY FAA? Pilots departing 
from many of those airports having neither a Weather Bureau 
Station nor a FSS may call a nearby FSS on foreign exchange 

OKLAHOMA-Continued 
···wii.i-ROGE-RS-WORi.i:i -iiR·--6-SW--- - F·s·s,--QKLAHOMA·c·~;-y·t-Di.) 

~~s\s_H;:r~~:~Js~~~ (~~~;, r;~~o; ~~T- ~}~4. ~~Otl~ 
R•marks: Rnwy J-.-21 and txwy (C-'' "'( t)\\l~ d 

to 15000 lbs or less. fl:n,.-· · .._(.\\.\'t ' ~" 'N ngt; 
3800' N dalgt _... 9,.'1J'f~ ,ef\' •LI NM NE. 1563' 
{2726' MSL) J>._\tlVQ ~~ ,.,49' MSL) twr 11 NM NNE 

Due non-vsb} .. -.1, etc lwr. 
ower 118.3 .~ 122.711: Gnd Con 121.9 

120.5 

Dep Con 121.1 
ASR Rnwy 17, Ceil 400 Vsby 1 mi Min Alt 1684 

tLS' 109.9 t--OKC Ap Brg 351 o LOM : 219/0K 
Oklohomo City IHI BVORTA /OKC 098° 8.1 NM to rnwy 12 

Oklohomo City RBn H-SAB 350•/0KC 092° 1.6 NM to ~d , 
Remarks: 'Glide slope unusable below 1417' MSl. VOT: 108.8 

0 0 0 

telephone service provided by FAA at no cost to the pilot. For AIRPORT 0 
example: In the Oklahoma City area there are 3 surrounding !RECTORY ef~~-

CHICKASHA ~.,r.' 
towns that have been provided this service. These towns are CHICKASHA MUHI 3 Nw 

Norman, Chickasha, and Stillwater, and the distances from n" "" '" BL4 ss " u-• 
Oklahoma City are 22, 27, and 62 miles respectively. Calls Remarks: Attend .. d dal:ts~;s.OKLAHOMA CITY (LC CA 

4
-6

4401 

can be placed to Oklahoma City FSS from any telephone located ·- ...................................... t -
in thes e towns by dialing the local number listed in Airport 
Dire ctory section of AIM. See excerpt for Chickasha. which lists the local call number CA 4-6440. 

Prepared by F AA Flir.;ht Standard s Ser\' ice 
Operat ions Airman Exammat ion Section 

11 ./65 5300 South P(l!"tiand Avenue 
Oklahomc, C1ty. Oklahuma 73 11 9 

Exam-0 -Gram s 
qu antities from 

free of charge in lim1ted 

Pe r m ission granted to 1·eproduce thi s materi al. 

***** 
PROPER AND COMPLETE WEATHER INFORMATION IS A 
PILOT'S BEST LIFE INSURANCE- IT PAYS OFF IN LIFE 
INSTEAD OF DEATH. 

NEW ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 

Pictured above is the new administration building at the 
Clemson-Oconee Airport. The concrete structure was built by 
Louis J. Merck Builders, Inc., and will house the office and 
classroom of Garrison Aviation, Inc. 

Garrison Aviation has a large hangar under construction 
and plans to add T-Hangars at a later date. 
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PROPOSE EIGHT HOURS BETWEEN 'BOTTLE AND THROTTLE' 

Pilots and other crew members would be required to wait 
at least eight hours after drinking alcoholic beverages be
fore operating an aircraft, under a new rule proposed last 
month by the Federal Aviation Agency. 

Measurable blood alcohol has been found in some of the 
a ut opsies performed on general aviation pilots fatally in
jure d in a i rplane accidents. It has been found that even 
small amounts of alcohol can a f fect f lying judgment, coordina
tion, performance, and reaction time. Altitude accentuates 
the effects of alcohol, which can linger even after the alco
hol itself has left the bloodstream. 

CURRENT RULES INADEQUATE 
FAA's experienee indicates that current rules, while 

they prohibit the operation of an aircraft by pilots who are 
under the influence of liquor, are inadequate and difficult 
to enforc~. 

Most of the public comments received when the Agency first 
announced it was considering rule-making on this problem 
favored strengthening the regulations against drinking. Of 
those endorsing such action, most recommended establishing 
a specific time limit between drinking and flying. Careful 
consideration was given by the Agency t o the various time 
limits proposed. The conclusion was reached that eight 
hours was appropriate for purposes of deterrence and e n force
ment, and that this time period could be considered as a 
minimum beyond which safety would be jeopardized. 

In considering an eight-hour prohibition period, the 
Agency makes it clear that such a proposal is not intended to 
encourage relaxation of much stricter company rules which are 
imposed by air carriers and other aircraft operators. 

TARGET AREA SMALL 
The Agency further points out that while the proposed 

additional regulation against drinking would apply to all 
pilots of civil aircraft, it is aimed mainly at a small group 
of pilots and is not intended to indict pilots and other 
crew members as a whole. 

Public comments on the proposal (Docket No. 6747; 
Notice No. 65-34) should be submitted in duplicate before 
January 10, 1966, to FAA, Office of the General Counsel, 
Attention: Rules Docket, 800 Independence Ave., S. W., 
Washington, D. C. 20553. 
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Low ceilings over most o£ the State prevented many people 
£rom attending the meeting at Owens Field on December 19th. 
Four aircraft did £ly in and a total o£ 28 enjoyed a nice 
breakfast at Henry's Restaurant. 

The January 2nd meeting at Bennettsville was well attended. 
Approximately 50 aircraft arrived £or the meeting which was 
held at the Brandon Iron Restaurant. The January 16th meet 
ing will be held at Camden. An excellent program is being 
arranged £or this meeting, so plan to attend. 

The North Carolina Aero Club elected new o££icers at their 
annual dinner meeting in Durham. O££icers £or 1966 are: 
Dr. John P. Gore, re-elected President. George Harding, 1st 
Vice President; Jim Newton, 2nd VP, and Mrs. Bebe Ragaz was 
elected 3rd VP. She is the first feminine member on the slate 
or CAC orricers; is also Secretary Treasurer o£ the Carolinas 
Chapter or the Ninety Nines, Inc. -

Herman Johnson and Bill Shiflet serve as E/W Secretary
Treasurer o£ CAC. Directors: Johnnie Hall, Greig Hicks, 
Grady Miller, Dr F. J. Ragaz, Page Shamburger and Bill Walsh. 


