
PUBLISHED BI-MONTHLY BY THE SOUTH CAROLINA AERONAUTICS COM MISSION 

VOL. III January 1, 1953 No. b 

NEW COMMISSIONER APPOINTED 

Mr. Vardry D. Ramseur, Jr. of Greenville, South Carolina, has been appoint
ed by the Governor as p. member of this Commission to serve the unexpired term of 
Yancey E. Poole who has resigned. Mr. Ramseur is eminently qualified to serve 
on the Commission, and he will be welcomed by all aviation in South Carolina in 
this capacity. 

Mr. Ramseur is a member of the firm of v. D. Ramseur and Sons of Greenville, 
s. c., who are engaged in a heating, air conditioning and roofing business. Mr. 
Ramseur has been flying for approximately 'bventy years and aarved in the Air Force 
during World War II. He o.-ms and flies hi_s own Bonanza and may be seen through
out this area on frec1uent business trips. 

The other members of the Commission are: 

Mr. s. s. ,~allace, Jr., Chairman, Spartanburg 
Mr. J. c. Cloniger, York, s. c. 
Mr. John Gr~gg McMaster, V. Chairman, Columbia 
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Mr., Curtis Odom, Bennettsville 
Mr. Fred E. Pearman, Anderson 
Mr. L. J. Williams, Yemassee 

AERIAL APPLICATORS 

The Aerial Applicators (dusters and sprayers) of South Carolina will holq 
a two day meeting starting January 6, at 9:30 A.M., Jefferson Hotel, Columbia. 
The purpose of this meeting is to give the ap~licators an opportunity ~o organ
ize their segment of the aviation industry. !n addition to the organizational 
part of the meeting, they will discuss, plan ~d recommend regulations for the 
promotion and safety of agricultural flying within the State. While this meet
ing is primarily for the .Agricultural Applicators Industry, it is by no means a 
restricted meetingJ in other words, if you desire to attend and have an interest 
in this type flying, you are certainly urged and welcome to attend. 
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BREAKFAST CLUB TO MEET 

The next meeting of the Breakfast Club will be held at Lamar, on Sunday, 
January 4. As you recall, the last meeting was scheduled for Lamar, but due 
to inclement weather, it had to be. postponed. I can think of no better way to 
start off the New Year than to start with the first meeting iri a town that has 
never had the B. c. before. The citizens of this community are very anxious 
for you to be present- so, let•s cooperate and· have an overflowing attendance. 
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NORTH CAROLINA AERO CLUB 

Truman Miller, President of Serv-Air, who operates a contract school for 
the Air Forces in Kinston, N. c., was a visitor to our office MOnday, December 
29th. On behalf of the N. c. ~ero Club and its ,perennial President, carl Goerch, 
Truman invited ·all South Carolina pilots to ·attend the first annual N.c. Aero 
Club Breakfast in Kinston on Sunday, January 18, at 9:3~ A.M. we hope that 
man~ South Carolina pilots will take advantage of this opportunity. 
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AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT ?.:· . ' 

. . . . ~-, "'' . ~ . . ' .· . : .... . 
In analyzing some accidents, we: find tha,t they are, . in f'act,· not ·accidents 

but events following .~ircl.nnstall,~~s thiit ma4e -the 'instance .a, : predictable thing. 
The generally accepted definition of an accident is that occurence that could 
not have been foreseen and prevented. In the interest of safety and in our 
continued effort to educate the public in. good flying practices, we will relate 
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the circumstances of a recent accident, pointing out mistakes that were made 
that might have allowed this aircraft to complete its flight safely had not 
these mistakes been made before the flight commence.d ~s well as en route. BY 
reporting on this accident, it is not our intention in any means to cast a 
reflection on the pilot concerned, but merely to use his experiences to help 
others 1 as we are sure that he would do likewise if you approached him person-
ally. · 

This flight departed from 1~allace, N. c. on a Saturday at approximately 
4:30 P.H. with destination Ch¢'leston, VFR direct. The pilot is holder of a 
co:nmercial and instructor's ratj_ng with considerable experience. He was ac
COinpanied by a passenger. The weather along the route at departure time was 
reported as being VFR with the exception of Charleston reporting 2 miles 
vislbility, t!3mperature 60, dei'ipoint 58, moderate rain, fog and smoke, ceiling 
2800 feet broken, 10,000 overcast, the estimated time en route, approximately 
1:45. In our opinion, this was mistake No. 1, as his ETA would have placed him 
at his destination after dark with restricted visibility and chances of fog due 
to the close spread between dewpoint and temperature on a VFR flight. Mistake 
No. 2, no flight plan was filed. Considering the instability of the weather 
·ahd the unfavorable terrain, a flight plan would have made the flight much 
safer. Along the route, as reported by the pilot, the ceiling lowered as a cold 
front was then passj_ng throur:h the area, a fact that a weather bureau could have 
advised had they been consulted. With lowering ceiling and darkness approaching, 
the pilot deviated from the intended route and flew along the coastline in order 
to remain under the lov;ering ceiling over water. As the flight approached the 
destination, the ceiling lovvered to approximately 200 feet with visibility of 
less than 2 mile~ in rain and fog. Confronted with this, the pilot elected to 
land ·on the beach a1 ')pg a small island to await better w·eather, while a lighted 
airport was within lo miles. After waiting approximately 30 minutes on the 
beach, he decided to take off again and attempt to continue his trip to the 
destination. Soon thereafter, he encountered weather and not having sufficient 
fuel, he returned to the same island and attempted a landing on the beach. In 
his approach, the wing struck a sand dune thrqwing him into the ground which 
forced the no.se wheel back against the fuselage jamming his rudders and ailerons, 
The plane crashed to the ground and flipped over on its back. The pilot and 
passenger were able to extricate themselves immediately and the plane caught 
fire and burned almost immediately. This aircraft was not reported missing 
until_sunday about noon. Through the combined efforts of all rescue agencies, 
the pilot and his passenger were found Monday afternoon following the Saturday 
night accident. We make the following comments on the incident: 

(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 

(.5) 

(6) 

VFR flight should not have been attempted to destination. 
A flight plan would have assured immediate rescue plans. 
Maximum fuel should have been aboard at departure. 
Pilot should have landed at an alternate airport along the route when poor 
weather conditions were encountered. 
After suc·cessfully landing on the beach, take off should not have been 
attempted until weather had improved to allow next landing at closest 
airport. . 
Responsible persons such as the owner of the aircraft or relatives or 
others having knowledge of the flight should have immediately reported 
the fact that the airplane and passengers were un-accounted for. 

We hope that pilots throughout South carolina will profit from this report 
and not become "accidents.". · 
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