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NEW AIRMA.RKING PROGRAM IN FULL SWING 

The South Carolina Aeronautics Commission some two months ago began an 
entirely new airmarking program in the State. At that time it was decided to make 
D. survey of the condition and particularly the location of every airmarker so that 
not only those that needed repainting could be renewed but also so that all the 
signs that were in unfavorable locations could be replaced on another building. 

T'ne program instituted is not to be a short term program but it is design
ed to be a permanent program so that all of the airmarkers in the state will be ade
quately maintained at all times and so that the maintenance should be both econo
ntLcal and efficient . It was found that an airmarking crew of two men putting fu~l 
time on this work would be able to do the job properly. 

The survey was made by plane so that the appearance of the sign to the 
pilot could be more completely realized. At the end of the survey, it was found 
that of the more than 250 airmarkers in the state, all but 31 were in need of some 
work . 

Many of the signs were found to be on roofs in poor locations. In some 
cases these buildings were adjacent to heavily travelled dirt streets and the dust 
from traffic settling on the roof between rains rrade the sign difficult to read 
from the air . Some signs were made indistinct by accumulations of srr.oke and soot~ 
In other cases, buildings erected after the sign had been first estab:.,.ished blocked 
the view of the sign from certain directions or shaded the sign during periods of · 
the day so that it was indistinct. Sometimes the color of the roof made a bad back
ground so that the sign did not stand out. In these cases or when it was found that 
another building in the town would make a better location, the sign will be removed 
and repainted in the new place. 

During the first month of the program, the sign painting crew completed 
the painting or repainting of 37 signs. These are located in the following towns: 

Aynor Denmark Liberty Pickens 
Bamberg Earhardt Lobeco Ridgeland 
Beaufort Easley Loris St. Matthews 
Bluffton Estil Marietta Scotia 
Central Garnett Meggetts Seneca 
Clemson Greenville Myrtle Beach Smoaks 
Columbia Hampton Norris Tillman 
Conway Hardeeville Ocean Drive Varnville 
Crescent Beach (2) Lale View Olar Walterboro 

The average person seldom realizes how remarkably easy it is to get lost in 
the air. An airmarker, however, is ,just as important, or in sore cases, many times 
more important to the man flying an airplane than the highway sign is to the auto
mobile driver. There have been several instances during the past few years in South 
Carolina where some pilot, lost and perhaps in trouble, has found an airmarker giv
ing him his location and distance to the nearest airpm.-.~ and been saved from serious 
or perhaps fatal consequences. A good airmarking program is one of the most im
portru1t contributions to safety that can be made. 

'l'he Commission urgently requests that every pilot in the state notify the 
Cormnis,Jion every time that he sees an airmarker that is in need of any work or needs 
relocating" The assistance of the pilots in this vw.y is not only of great assis
tance to the Commi~sion but is directly beneficial to the pilot as someday that sign 
may save him or one of his friends from the danger of being lost. 



LEADING SENATOR SAYS PLANE WILL SOLVE FARM ILLS 

(From PLA.NES -
Official Publication of the Aircraft Industries Association of America) 

Among the most serious problems facing our government today are those re
lating to soil conservation and restoration. The airplane as a new farm implement 
will exert a mighty influence in the solution of these problems. Realizing this, 
the American farmer has welcomed the airplane as necessary to his operatior1s • 

. Let each of us consider the picture familiar in our minds of the non
productive farm lands in our respective states. In my fine state of Oklahoma we 
are unfortunate in having over 10,000,000 of our 35,000,000 acres of agricultural 
lands rendered non-productive by tl1e invasion of useless brush. This growth is a 
res:ult of th.e disturbances of the balance of nature. Something must be done to 
solve this .. problem. - - ~ - - - - - - ---·-

~ ,r . Soil-saving Planes 
One of the most recent answers to soil restoration seems to be in the pro• 

per application of the very highly potent hormone type chemical. Without the air
plane and these new chemicals it would take us over 200 years to solve this problem : 
but now it appears possible and logical to settle it in a period of five years. 

Another development is a pelletized seed which has been sown by airplane 
on s everal hundred thousand acres· in the past three years. These pellets are made 
of sui table soil and contain the right number of seeds. In each pellet is a ferti
lizer ele~ent, and insect, bird, and rodent repellents. The pellets weigh enough 
to stay where they fall and the seeds 'Ni thin them will germinate wi t.h only a little 
moisture. 

Aerial Seeding 
In the rich and fertile coastal plains of Texas and Louisiana, far sighted 

young men in both agriculture and aviation have used the airplane as an implement in 
planting, fertilizing, and weed control of their rice crops. In eight hours of fly
ing one plane can plant or fertilize or control the weeds in 1)00 acres of rice. On 
the West Coast approximately 80 per cent of their entire rice crop is planted, fer
tilized and weeded by plane. 
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Other services the airplane is performing on the farm today include pol-
lenization, crop defoliation, forest patrol, patrolling fences, checking cattle, 
aerial photography, and mapping. During the last winter the airplane gained many 
friends as a means of emergency distribution of foods, medicine, and attention for 
both farmer andlivestock. 

We must recognize the great amount of da'!lage done1 annually by .g.rasshopper 
infestation, which requires fast and effective control. The a3.rplane, by the dis
tribution of poison bran spread in their paths, can stop them in their tracks in 
a matter of hours. Any other disease-carrying insects can be eliminated -through the 
spraying by airplane of selective che.rnicals which we now have. 

I predict that it will be the farmer and not the soldier who will create 
the need for the airplane in sufficient quantities which will bring it within the 
financial reach of the general public within a very few years. I charge those re
sponsible in both government and industry to effect a more coordinated relationship 
between the several phases of aviation ar1d to prepare it for the general public 
acceptance to follow. 
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