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Bloodborn~ P.athogen Exposure Claims 
By Sonji Spann r. l l t :··1 : 

The State Accident Fund has recently updated 
our policies and procedures for handling 
Bloodbome Pathogen Exposures to conform to 
the new guidelines established by the Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC). 

Bloodbome Pathogens include Human Immu
nodeficiency (HIV), Hepatitis B (Hep B), and 
Hepatitis C (Hep C). 

Beginning July 1, 2003, SAF will implement 
the following procedures: 

In order to be considered an exposure, the 

of mucous membranes, or contact of broken 
skin with blood, tissue, or body fluids identi
fied as potentially infectious (e.g. semen, vagi
nal secretions, cerebrospinal fluid, synovial 
fluid, pleural fluid, peritoneal fluid, pericardia! 
fluid, amniotic fluid, laboratory specimens that 
contain HIV, or other body fluids, contami
nated with visible blood). 

When the exposed skin is chapped, abraded, or 
afflicted with dermatitis or the contact is pro
longed or involving an extensive area the risk 
of exposure increases. 

injury must meet the definition of a bona All human bites must break the skin and the 
fide exposure (according to CDC guidelines). clinical evaluation must include the possibility 

that both the person bitten and the person who 
A bona fide exposure is a needle stick or cut inflicted the bite were exposed to blood . 
through the skin (percutaneous injury), contact 

If the claim is determined to be a bona fide ex
posure, the source will be tested first. If the 
source refuses testing and the injured worker is 
a healthcare worker or medical technician, 
medical resident, medical trainee, trainee of an 
emergency response Inside this Issue: 
employee, em-
ployee of legally or- Welcome New Policyholders 2 
ganized and recog-
nized volunteer or- Thank You Survey Participants 4 
ganizations, accord-
ing to Section 44- Managed Care Update 5 
(Continued on page 3) 



Welcome New Policyholdersl 
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF 
CHESTER 
CHESTER SC 29706 

COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOL-LANCASTER 
LANCASTER SC 29720 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
OSHA Requirements for Exposure 

Occupational Safety & Health Administration Standard 1910.1030 requires employers who have employees 
with occupational exposure to establish a written Exposure Control Plan designed to eliminate or minimize 
employee exposure. 

The Exposure Control Plan shall be reviewed and updated at least annually and whenever necessary to reflect 
new or modified tasks and procedures which affect occupational exposure and to reflect new or revised em
ployee positions with occupational exposure. 

For more information please call or e-mail one of our Safety and Loss Prevention Specialists: 
Ray Coleman (803) 896-5855 rcoleman@saf.state.sc.us 

Russell Rush (803) 896-5808 rrush@saf.state.sc.us 

Tim Hinson (803) 896-5935 thinson @saf.state.sc.us 
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!i The SAF Source is a quarterly newsletter published by the South Carolina State Accident Fund as II 

, a vehicle to provide news, technical information and guidance to state/local government policy-
holders, policymakers and others concerned with the management of workers' compensation 

i programs. 

1 i Gerald Murphy, Editor 803.896.5815 or gmurphy@saf.state.sc.us 

i 
i 
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i 
i 

Irvin D. "Pete" Parker, Director 803.896.5875 or pparker@saf.state.sc.us 

Comments and contributions may be sent to: PO Box 102100 Columbia, SC 29221-5000 
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29-230 SC Code of Laws, SAF can obtain a 3. Evaluate the exposed person: 
court order that will enforce getting the source • Determine if they have been immunized for 
tested and obtaining the results. Hepatitis B. 

SAF will pay for the source testing, if the 4. 
case is determined to be 

If source is positive or unknown, the ex-

a bona fide exposure. 

CompEndi urn and 
Health Works have been 
informed of the new Ex
posure Policy and will 
manage these claims in 
the following manner: 

1. Determine risk asso-

State Accident Fund's Exposure 
TaskForce 

If you have questions, please contact your adjuster 
or a member of the Task Force. 

Sollji Spann ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Shera Hoy .......................... .. 
Sharon Mack ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ciated with exposure Ray Coleman •..•••••••••••••••••••• 

(803) 896-5876 
(803) 896-5913 
(803) 896-5889 
(803) 896-5855 
(803) 896-5808 
(803) 896-5915 
(803) 896-5868 

by: Russell Rush •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• Type of fluid (e.g. Debbie Dozier ••••••••••••••••••••• 

blood, visibly Antoinette Walker •••••••••••••• 
bloody fluid, other 

posed person is 
given a baseline 
test. The vendor 
or employer must 
complete the Em
ployee Blood/ 
Body Fluid Expo
sure and Testing 
Summary Form 
and send it to 
SAF to be made 
part of the claim 
file. If the base
line blood test is 
negative, the ex
posed person will 

potentially infec
tious fluid or tissue, and concentrated vi
rus) 

have follow-up 
testing at 6 weeks, 12 weeks, 6 months, and 12 
months. 

• Type of exposure (i.e. percutaneous injury, 
mucous membrane or non-intact skin expo
sure, and bites resulting in blood exposure) 

2. Evaluate exposure source: 
• Assess the risk of infection using available 

Individuals exposed to Human Immunodefi
ciency or Hepatitis B will receive Post Expo
sure Preventative Treatment in accordance 
with CDC guidelines. 

information. If you have additional questions, please 
• For unknown sources, treat as if positive. contact your adjuster or a member of the 
• Test the known sources for Human Immu- State Accident Fund Exposure Task Force. 

nodeficiency, Hepatitis C, and Hepatitis B. 

If source is negative, case is denied. (If the 
source does not have the disease the injured 
worker was not exposed.) 



Thank You! 
By Gerald Murphy 

The State Accident Fund would like to 
sincerely thank those policyholders who 
took the time to complete and return our 
annual survey. A total of 534 surveys were 
mailed out and we received 164 responses. 
That is a response rate of almost 31%. 

The agency's customer survey program was 
developed and implemented in 1994. Its 
primary purpose is to measure the quality of 
the services provided by the agency's staff 
and its contractors. The survey also serves 
as our primary means of soliciting customer 
recommendations. 

Your responses provide us with insight into 
what you, our customers, feel is most 
important. They allow us to monitor our 
progress, allocate resources, and set 

priorities for the coming year. The 
responses enable us to evaluate the impact 
structural and process changes have on the 
services you receive. 

Over the years the information you have 
provided through the survey has proven to 
be invaluable. 

This year 97.1% of the responses received 
were positive. 

Based on your responses we will be able to 
identify several opportunities to better serve 
you in the future. 

Thank you again for your input! 

Percentage of Positive Customer Responses 
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The State Accident Fund has recently updated
our policies and procedures for handling
Bloodborne Pathogen Exposures to confonn to
the new guidelines established by the Centers
for Disease Control (CDC).

Bloodborne Pathogens include Human Lnmu-
nodeficiency (HIV), Hepatitis B (Hep B), and
Hepatitis C (Hep C).

Beginning July 112003, SAF will implement
the following procedures:

In order to be considered an exposure, the
injury must meet the definition of a bona
fide exposure (according to CDC guidelines).

A bona fide exposure is a needle stick or cut
through the skin (percutaneous injury), contact

Staff Changes at the SAF
By Yicki Lewter

We regret to announce thatThomas Davis has resigned from his position asApplicationAna-
lyst for the State Accident Fund to accept an advancement opportuniq/. We appreciate his
man), contributions over the past three years and wish him well.

Please join us in welcoming Rimma
Brandin to the State Accident Fund.
Rimma started her new position as

Application Analyst on June 17, 2003.
Rimma will be taking over the respon-
sibilities previously handled byThomas
Davis.
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oeen Expos u re C lai ms
of mucous membranes, or contact of broken
skin with blood, tissue, or body fluids identi-
fied as potentially infectious (e.g. semen, vagi-
nal secretions, cerebrospinal fluid, synovial
fluid, pleural fluid, peritoneal fluid, pericardial
fluid, amniotic fluid, laboratory specimens that
contain HIV, or other body fluids, conta:rri-
nated with visible blood).

When the exposed skin is chapped, abraded, or
afflicted with dermatitis or the contact is pro-
longed or involving an extensive area the risk
of exposure increases.

All human bites must break the skin and the
clinical evaluation must include the possibility
that both the person bitten and the person who
inflicted the bite were exposed to blood .

If the claim is determined to be a bona fide ex-
posure, the source will be tested first. If the
source refuses testing and the injured worker is
a healthcare worker or medical technician,
medical resident, medical trainee, trainee of an
emergency response
employee, em-
ployee of legally or-
ganized and recog-
nized volunteer or-
ganizations, accord-
ing to Section 4-
(Continued on page 3)
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Staff Changes at the SAF 
By Vicki Lewter 

We regret to announce that Thomas Davis has resigned from his position as Application Ana
lyst for the State Accident Fund to accept an advancement opportunity. We appreciate his 
many contributions over the past three years and wish him well. 

Please join us in welcoming Rimma 
Brand in to the State Accident Fund. 
Rimma started her new position as 
Application Analyst on June 17,2003. 
Rimma will be taking over the respon
sibilities previously handled byThomas 
Davis. 


