
SOUTH CAROLINA’S

PARK NAME 
STATE PARK

Charles Towne Landing 

State Historic Site is back and 

better than ever. The grand 

opening of the renovated park 

across the Ashley River from 

downtown Charleston was held 

on Thursday, August 17, 2006. 

A state park since 1970, the site 

is where a ship full of British 

settlers and their servants 

arrived from Barbados and 

established the first permanent 

European colony in the 

Carolinas in 1670.

A highlight of the 664-acre 

park is the new Visitor Center, 

which includes extensive 

interactive exhibits describing 

how settlers, slaves, traders 

and Native Americans came 

together on this spot to forge 

the beginnings of what would 

become the plantation system 

of the American South.

The park also includes a 

full-scale replica trading ship, 

protective palisades, and a 

garden that includes crops 

from that time, a natural habitat 

zoo, ongoing archaeological 

activity, walking paths and full 

visitor amenities.

111 Campground Rd

Plum Branch, SC 29845

Phone: (864) 333-2223

Office Hours: 11am-noon

Park Hours: M-Su 6am-6pm 

(extended to 10pm during 

Daylight Savings Time)

w w w . s o u t h c a r o l i n a p a r k s . c o m

Counties: Pickens

Acreage: 1000

Pets: Pets are not allowed in 

the cabin or the cabin area. 

Pets are allowed in most 

other outdoor areas provided 

they are kept under physical 

restraint or on a leash not 

longer than six feet.

Admissions: Free

Driving Directions: 

From I-85: Take exit 40 onto 

Hwy 153 toward Easley. Go N 

on Hwy 153 for 5 mi. Merge 

onto Calhoun Memorial Hwy/

Hwy 123 and drive for 2.5 mi. 

Hwy 123 becomes Hwy 93/

Main St. continue to drive 3 mi. 

Go onto Hwy 8 and continue 

for 6 mi. Turn left onto Hwy 183 

and then turn right onto Hwy 

178 and drive 8.5 mi. Turn left 

onto Hwy 11 and drive 8.5 mi. 

Look for park signs. 

From I-85 near the GA border: 

Take exit 1 onto Hwy 11 and 

drive 38.5 mi and look for park 

signs. 

Lodging: Cabins (1)

GPS Coordinates: Long: 82° 

53’  11.93”W , Lat: 34° 55’  

50.77”N

Park Facilities & Activities:

Camping: Standard 

Sites (10), Tent Sites (14), 

Trailside Camping (3), 

Primitive Group Camping

Education Center

Fishing

Gift Shop

Hiking Trail

Interpretive Trail

Nature Trail

Picnic Area/Shelters

SOUTH CAROLINA’S

KEOWEE-TOXAWAY
STATE NATURAL AREA

108 Residence Dr

Sunset, SC 29685

Phone: (864) 868-2605

Office Hours: 11am-noon & 

4pm-5pm

Park Hours: Sa-Th 9am-

6pm; Fri 9am-8pm (ex-

tended to 9pm M-Su during 

Daylight Savings Time)

With its stunning view of 

the Blue Ridge and woods full 

of rhododendrons, mountain 

laurel and wildflowers, Keowee-

Toxaway State Natural Area is 

truly one of South Carolina’s 

pretty places.

History lovers also will 

appreciate the park’s museum, 

which tells the story of the 

Cherokee people who first 

lived here and their complex 

relationship with European 

settlers.

The park features a rental 

cabin with a porch overlooking 

Lake Keowee and a courtesy 

dock. Camping also is 

available.

For day use, there’s 

picnicking, shoreline fishing 

and hiking trails.
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