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Governor Hodges Recognizes 
SCDCA Contest Winners 

In a special ceremony held at the 
State House recently, Governor James 
H. Hodges, Commission Chair Dr. 
Lonnie Randolph, and State Consumer 
Advocate Philip S. Porter recognized 
the Department's 1999 essay and 
slogan contest winners. They are: 

Essay Contest Winners 

Matthew Knowles/}essica Dennis 
Beck Academy, Greenville, SC 

Lauren Searcy 
Greer Middle School, Greer, SC 

Drew Shelley~enny Gentry 
Star-Iva Middle School, Starr, SC 

Konta Smith!ShatoQna Ryant 
Daniel Middletonlfia Hunter 

Brookdale Middle School, 
Orangeburg,SC 

Kayla Winters 
Dent Middle School, Columbia, SC 

1999 Slogan Contest Winner 

Ashley N. Mullinax 
Draytonville Elementary School 

Gaffney, SC 
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A Word from Philip S. Porter, 
Administrator/Consumer Advocate 

Meat Scams on Rebound 

I am once again encouraging consumers to protect themselves from door to door 
meat sale rip-offs. Everyone likes bargains, and everyone has to buy groceries so it is not 
unusual for people to buy groceries in bulk, particularly meats. Unfortunately, door to door 
meat sales are often subject to bait and switch tactics and are cyclical, coming and going 
with the seasons. Most everyone has seen a few of these sellers on the highways, they 
usually consist of a pick-up truck with an ordinary freezer in the bed. Consumers should 
ask themselves how the freezers can be plugged in while the truck is on the road. These 
sellers show up at the consumer's door, and give a convincing sales pitch for bargain prices 
on bulk meats. The very nature of door to door sales makes them hard to resist. Consumers 
sometimes finally decide to sign an expensive, high rate credit contract just to get a pushy 
salesperson out of their home. 

There are pitfalls of buying this way: (1) you do not know how it has been 
handled, and whether it has been allowed to thaw or partially thaw, posing health risks; (2) 
the meat may not be USDA inspected or unit/weight priced, both of which are required by 
law; (3) the meat is often wrapped in a number of packages, making it difficult to judge the 
overall weight, quality and type of meat sold; ( 4) the seller may have no permanent 
location or connection with the community, indicating it will not respond to complaints as 
would a permanent business that wants to stay in business; and (5) the door to door sellers 
often use expensive high interest payment plans and hope the consumer does not read the 
fine print, or puts the consumer in a "90 days same as cash" contract that automatically 
switches to a high rate contract when the consumers find they have overestimated their 
ability to pay in full in 90 days. 

Clearly, there are legitimate and scrupulous meat shops. Legitimate food sellers 
also sell door to door, but here are some warning signs for the unscrupulous ones. They use 
large, flashy ads and the meat is sold without clear USDA stamps or unit/weight price 
disclosure. The salesperson uses contracts with blanks or tries to obscure contract terms 
and the salesperson sells from a truck with an ordinary freezer (unplugged) instead of a 
truck with an independent refrigeration unit. Also, the business may have a telephone 
number, but is so new it has no listing in the telephone 
book or the yellow pages. The truck may have no 
permanent markings iden- tifying the business and cannot 
show a business license for the town it sells in. Be safe -
know who you are buying meat from. 
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Upcoming Continuing 
Professional Education 

Seminars 

July 9, 1999- A Mortgage Loan 
Broker Orientation Seminar by Jane 
Shuler, which will count for two hours 
of credit, will be conducted at 
Spartanburg Technical College in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina. 

For more infonnation contact 
Jane Shuler or Robin Taylor at 734-
9460 (extensions 129 and 131). 

FURNITURE DEALER SENTENCED 
A Myrtle Beach furniture dealer pled no contest to breach of trust charges for 

failing to deliver furniture or repay his customers for their orders. Henry Ray Privette pled 
no contest to 11 charges of breach of trust with fraudulent intent less than $1,000 before 
Magistrate Rebecca Lovelace. Magistrate Lovelace sentenced Privette to 90 days in jail, 
which will be suspended after he has paid restitution by January 2, 2000. Also, as part of 
the agreement Privette would plead no contest to the 11 charges, pay more than $28,000 
in restitution to victims and close his furniture businesses. (Carolina Furniture and 
Henry Ray Furniture Exports, are catalog showroom sales of brand new furniture). 
Privette must also liquidate his businesses by January 1, 2000 and not own or operate 
another furniture business in South Carolina. 

This process began in 1996 when the Department 
began receiving numerous complaints (totalling nearly 
$100,000) from across the country regarding these 
businesses. Privette was contacted by the Department 
and made aware of the consumers and issues. He 
promised to resolve the complaints and work with the 
Department in a timely manner. However, after months of continued mounting 
complaints and Privette's failure to make restitution to consumers, the Department 
sought other state and federal agencies to prosecute Privette. The Department is 
especially grateful to Assistant Solicitor, Howell V. Bellamy, III and his office for their 
efforts in resolving this matter. 

--------------+----W""'h=e=n~o=rd=ering thro\!gh a catalog, consumers are cautioned to wei h the value 
of savings versus the risk of doing business with a company that does not fill orders -
there is more risk involved than purchasing locally. Also, consumers should contact 
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Department of Consumer Affairs in their state and find out whether complaints have 
filed against the business. 
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