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The South Carolina American Revolution 
Bicentennial Commission was established 

by the State Legislature in 1971. The 
thirteen-member body was created to in
sure that appropriate efforts will be 
made at the state level to stimulate 
active paricipation in the Bicentennial 
by South Carolinians in every part of the 
state. 
Legislation which created the Commission -
requires that staff support for Commission 
activities be provided by the Department 
of Parks, Recreation and Tourism and the 
Department of Archives and History. 

P. Bradley Morrah, Chairman 
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IDEAS 
IN ACTION 

ACHIEVEMENT '76 is a challenge to every organization in 
South Carolina to do something good for America on her 
200th Birthday. The guidelines are simple. Any organ
ization--whether a business, a civic club, a church, a 
4-H club, a bowling team--is asked to complete a .. comm
itment'' certificate which begins with the following 
statement: 

''We do hereby pledge the following beneficial 
action in consideration of those generations 
who come after and in tribute to those patriots 
of the American Revolution who committed their 
lives, their fortunes and their scared honor to 
secure for us the blessings of liberty." 

Certificates may be obtained from the Bicentennial office, 
and upon completion should be returned to that address. 
Your organization will then be an .. Achievement '76 11 par
ticipant. Identifying devices such as scrolls, lapel 
buttons, decals, etc. will be provided without charge. 
Also, special 3' x 5' flags will be made available at 
cost to organizations requesting them. 

What kinds of projects are best? There aren't any hard 
and fast rules, but projects should have some beneficial 
value and should, even in a small way, improve 
the quality of life for organizational members 
and others. 

When does 11Achievement '76" begin? 
It has already begun, so please act 
now ... l976 is just a short time away! 
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Bicentennial Community 
If your community is interested in becoming a focal point 
in the celebration of America•s Bicentennial, consider the 
Bicentennial Community Program. This is the American Rev
olution Bicentennial Administration•s effort to involve 
American communities in the 200th Birthday observance. 
To achieve recognition as a Bicentennial community, the 
following four-step procedure must be completed. 

1. Organize a Bicentennial planning and coordinating 
committee which is representative of all segments of the 
community. 

2. Plan a diverse Bicentennial program which will 
leave at least one lasting reminder of the effort in honor 
of the Bicentennial Commemoration. 

3. Obtain the approval of the Chief Executive or gov
erning body of the community. 

4. Submit the application to the appropriate Regional 
Planning Office. After approving the plans, the Regional 
Planning Office will send the application to the State 
Bicentennial Commission for review. The South Carolina 
American Revolution Bicentennial Commission will then 
forward the plans to the National ARBA through the ARBA•s 
Atlanta office. 

For further information contact: Barney Slawson, Box 11669, 
Archives and History, Columbia, S.C. 29211. (803) 758-
5816. 
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Exciting Bicentennial projects are already happening in 
every part of South Carolina ~Through the American 
Patriot Reading Club, a summer reading program of the 
state library and the SCARBC, 80,000 young people will 
earn certificates of recognition for learning more about 
their heritage ~In South Carolina's upcountry, 200 
ninth graders are learning colonial crafts and culture 
through the Foothills Heritage Series ~New Horizons 
is a far reaching Bicentennial program that will test new 
concepts in*rural revitalization in Winnsboro, South 
Carolina Charleston, cited in Time magazine as 11 lead-
ing the nation 11 in the Bicentennial observance, has a 
varied Bicentennidl program that includes ethnic fairs 
and festivals, city improvement programs!l-the establish-
ment of a naval museum and much more ~The State Fores-
try Commission plans a massive reforestation program that 
will affect over three million acres in the next 30 years 
~A comprehensive program to "add New Glory to Old 

Glory during the Bicentennial 11 has been announced by the 
Citadel * The State Highway Department will issue a 
special Bicentennial state map in 1975 ~Through the 
SCARBC, the people of South Carolina have purchased at a 
price of $60,000 the famous painting, 11 Battle of Cowpens .. 
which now hangs in the State House in Columbia jr What 
will you do for the Bicentennial? 

The following pages offer Bicentennial project 
ideas and suggestions. You may not like our ideas, 
but we hope reading them stimulates you to fashion 
ideas and projects suitable for your particular 
needs. Bicentennial project ideas really are end
less! 
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BICENTENNIAL 
PROJECT 

IDEAS 

Bicentennial projects fall 
under three major theme areas. 
The HERITAGE theme calls on 
South Carolinians to become 
more aware of our state's great 
role in the American Revolution. 
It includes any project which 
honors our rich past. 
The FESTIVAL theme spotlights 
the "Birthday Party" aspect of 
the Bicentennial. Communities 
and organizations are called 
upon to sponsor festive events 
and to share our culture. 
The HORIZON theme projects new 
social, economic and educational 
achievements so that the hopes 
and dreams of the American Rev
olution will be realized by us 
and by future generations. 
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HERITAGE 
11 Attic Archaeology .. - Search for interesting items in attics 
and closets that chronicle an area's history. 

11 The Last 100 Years .. - Trace the development of your area 
since the country's Centennial in 1876. 

Study South Carolina's Constitution. 

Plant a Francis Marion dedicatory tree. 

Interview older Americans. Record memories of their past. 

Recreate the daily camp life of the Revolutionary War 
citizen-soldier (in authentic detail). 

Initiate a community program to save historic buildings. 

Search for original documents, paintings, etc., relating to 
the American Revolution for preservation and display. 

Encourage photographic exhibits documenting vanishing ways 
of life. Focus on crafts, architecture, local scenes, etc. 

Develop recreational programs that use games and crafts of 
the Revolution. 

Give a Spirit of '76 theme to homecomings, celebrations, 
parades, etc. 

Honor descendants of Revolutionary War soldiers. 

Consider an editorial competition for high school newspaper 
editors focusing on some aspect of the Declaration of In
dependence in relation to current issues. 

Learn more about your town's history, teach others. 

Research place names--What is the significance of your town's 
name? 

6 



.. 

Learn and teach songs of the Revolutionary War years. 

Develop 11 Moments in History .. messages for radio, focusing 
on historical happenings in your area. Encourage local 
newspapers to use a series of articles about local Rev
olutionary figures, battles, etc. 

Have a crafts fair with colonial arts and crafts featured 
an old fashioned biscuit bake, fiddlers contests, etc. 

Induct noteworthy leaders into a Hall of Fame. 

Reprint out-of-print books on local history. 

Acquire endangered natural and historical sites. 

Organize a Junior History Club. 

Collect local legends, folklore, superstitions, and 
ghost stories, and study influence of such traditions 
upon the area. 

Focus on minority and ethnic group history in your town. 

Encourage displays of artifacts, old clothing, and photo
graphs, etc. 

Develop guides and technical publications on the Revolution 
that inter-relate diverse records that could enable the 
researcher to cover the entire span of source materials 
available. 

Trace your family tree . 
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Prepare and dedicate a time capsule to be opened 1 
in 2076. 

Promote Exchange programs between sister cities 
in the U.S. and the world. Welcome a tourist 

from another state. 

Sponsor contests which offer prizes for the best Bicenten
nial song, poem, essay, etc. 

Ring bells on specific historical dates at a specified 
time. 

Encourage a Bicentennial Edition of your local newspaper. 

Develop county-wide Spirit of '76 conferences to stimulate 
local citizen involvement and interest. 

Form a Bicentennial speakers' bureau for clubs and organi
zations. 

Sponsor a Bicentennial flower show using the thematic areas 
of Heritage, Festival, and Horizons as categories for ar
rangement designs. 

Use red, white, and blue flowers in beautification projects. 

Consider Bicentennial Beauty contests for girls, babies, 
senior citizens, best mustache, baldest head, etc. 

Encourage every home and business to fly the American 
flag every day during the Bicentennial era. 
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1 Initiate a classroom project of students corresponding 

with students in towns sharing the same name in different 
states. (Charleston, South Carolina and Charleston, West 
Virginia). 

j 
'j 

Initiate a community hospitality program to welcome 
tourists during the Bicentennial Era with a friendly cup 
of coffee, information about nearby historic sites, etc. 

Sponsor Bicentennial home and garden tours. 

Organize family, neighborhood, and town picnics. 

Develop a Bicentennial Booth for use at your county fairs. 

Open your home to a visitor from other parts of America 
and from foreign countries as part of a nationwide 
gesture of hospitality. 

Illuminate statues in town squares and on public property. 

Develop radio and newspaper campaigns which emphasize 
the Bicentennial. 

Encourage performances by ethnic groups of drama, music, 
and dance reflecting their heritage and cultural con
tributions. 

Organize a 11 Festival of Faiths .. emphasizing the rich 
religious heritage of the nation. 

9 



I (I 
Promote citizen clean-ups, beautification, recycling, and 
conservation projects. 

Initiate and strengthen programs for the handicapped. 
(Bells at crossings for the blind, gardens for the blind, 
whee 1 chair ramps. ) • 

Plan a mini-park or refurbish a park already existing. 

Develop a drug abuse program for use in schools. 

Establish bike and nature trails. 

Encourage county and municipal governments to set aside 
a special day when young people can actively participate 
in the everyday operation of government. 

Sponsor a yard beautification contest in your town. 

Initiate an immunization program for children and adults. 

Tutor a child who is having trouble in school. 

Organize a volunteer service to aid in hospitals, penal 
institutions, nursing homes, etc. 

Encourage your town or city to become a Bicentennial com
munity. 

11 Green 11 your town by planting grass in vacant lots, parks, 
etc. 

Distribute emergency instructions for emergency treatment 
of accident or heart attack victims. 

Implement a Voter Registration Drive. 

Start an 11 Adopt a Grandparent 11 program. 
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Encourage programs to employ the handicapped. 

Establish a toll-free telephone information and referral 
service within the community to provide reliable in
formation to citizens about any human resources program. 

Organize scholarship programs for young people who show 
potential as good and productive citizens. 

Start a drive to enlist all clubs and organizations in your 
city in the Achievement '76 program . 

These are just a very few of the endless ideas that can 
be developed as Bicentennial projects under the three 
theme areas. Use these as stimuli in "brainstorming" 
as you select Bicentennial projects appropriate to your 
community or organization. 

fuun ttte e(Hl .. ~ ... ~~ 
The following Bicentennial planning aids are available from 
the South Carolina Bicentennial Commission. To receive 
this free material write: Bicentennial, Box 1976, Col
umbia, South Carolina 29202. 

"200 Candles" is a 21-minute informational film produced 
by the Commission to further acquaint South Carolinian's 
with the Bicentennial. This 16mm film is available free 
of charge to interested groups. Viewers will enjoy look
ing back into the state's historic past, while learning 
how some modern day South Carolinians feel about free
dom and the Bicentennial. Prints are available from the 
Bicentennial office, the South Carolina Department of 
Education, the ten Regional Planning Offices, and the 
University of South Carolina Audio Visuals Library. (Re
fer to resource section for addresses). 
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RESOURCES 

The South Carolina Bicentennial Commission publishes a 
quarterly newsletter, Bicentennial News. The publica
tion features commission news and information about 
Bicentennial plans and projects in every section of 
the state. 

During the Bicentennial, plan to rediscover America•s 
beginnings in South Carolina. The brochures listed 
below are your invitation to learn about the great 
role the state played in the winning of Independence. 

Historic South Carolina, a Literary Tour of the State, pre
pared by the State Library in cooperation with the SCARBC. 
This brochure lists reading material that will acquaint 
the readers with South Carolina•s historic past. Most 
books listed are available at libraries throughout the 
state. 

Major Sites of the Revolution in South Carolina. Thirty 
Revolut1onary War sites in South Carolina and four in 
Georgia are described. Descriptions include history, 
location, and existing historical interpretation. 

Revolutionary Battles, Skirmishes and Actions in South 
Carolina, researched and written by the Department of 
Archives and History. 182 seperate actions in the Rev
olutionary War are listed. The date and location of 
actions are given. 

The following booklet is offered as a planning aid. 

1974 Directory of South Carolina Historical and Bicentenn
ial Organizations, Regional, county, and community Bi
centennial Organizations are listed. 

The Bicentennial Resources listed on pages 13-14 are 
planning aids from other sources. The Commission informs 
you of their availability and hopes they will be helpful. 
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BICENTENNIAL 
PUBLICATIONS 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR STATE AND LOCAL HISTORY, 
1315 EIGHTH AVENUE, SOUTH, NASHVILLE, 
TENNESSEE 37203. 

Bicentennial USA: Pathways to Celebration 
by Robert G. Hartje. 11 An approach to cen
tennials. Hartje deals with the meaning 
and spirit of the Bicentennial for all 
Americans and provides a valuable list of 
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"' activities that planners may adapt to the local situ
ation." 334 pages. Cloth-bound $7.95; Paper-bound $5.00. 

Technical Leaflets. Basic how-to-do-it information 
for historical groups dealing with many useful subjects. 
Write for listing of current titles. $.50 each. 

AMERICAN REVOLUTION BICENTENNIAL ADMINISTRATION, 736 
JACKSON PLACE, N.W., WASHINGTON D. C. 20276. 

Write for listing of materials about nation•s 
Bicentennial celebrations currently available. 

BICENTENNIAL SERVICE CORPORATION, POST OFFICE BOX 200, 
GLEN RIDGE, NEW JERSEY 07028. 

USA-200: The American Bicentennial Monthly, the 
official publication of the Bicentennial Council of the 
Thirteen Original States, an important source of news 
and information on Bicentennial activities nationwide 
and in the 13-state area. Monthly. One-year sub
scription $12.00. 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE (GSA), 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20408. 

Charters of Freedom, facsimiles of important 
documents. Request General Information Leaflet #13. 

Select Picture List: The Revolutionary War, a 
listing of photographs and slides of art works pertaining 
to the American Revolution. Free. 

NATIONAL TRUST FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION, 740-748 JACKSON 
PLACE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 (ATTN.: 
MRS. HELEN B. BYRD, BICENTENNIAL COORDINATOR). 

Directort for Bicentennial Planning, a listing of 
persons forma ly involved in Bicentennial planning. $1.50. 
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RESOURCES 

Preservation for the Bicentennial, "a what
where-how packet of suggestions for the preliminary 
planning of local Bicentennial projects." $3.00 
($2.50 each for orders of ten or more) . 

Z SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS, U.S. PRINTING OFFICE, 
LLI WASHINGTON, D. C. 20402. 
\.1 The American Revolution: A Selected Reading 
... List. Catalog No. LC 1.12/2:R32. 38 pages. $.50. 
~ Periodical Literature on the American Revolution: 
Historical Research and Changing Interpretations, 1895-
1970, a selective bibliography. Catalog No. LC 2.2:AM3/ 
3/-95-970. 93 pages. $1.00. 

Creating Independence, 1763-1789, an annotated bib
liography for young people compiled by Margaret Coughlan 
of the Library of Congress. $.75. 

"A Past to Honor, A Future to Mold," poster in three
colors on glossy paper with the national Bicentennial logo. 
Catalog No. 4208-00003. $.35. 

The Declaration of Independence, facsimile reproduced 
in yellowish tint and faded brown ink of the original 
document. Catalog No. GS 4.11/2:D37. 35" x 29" $.45. 

The Constitution of the United States, facsimile of 
four sheets of Constitution in yellowish tint and faded 
brown ink of the original document. Catalog No. GS 4.11/ 
2:C76. 38" X 31" $.45. 

AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION BICENTENNIAL ADMINISTRATION, 736 

JACKSON PLACE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20276. 
Catalog of Bicentennial films available. Free. 

SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, AUDIO-VISUAL 
LIBRARY, 1513 GERVAIS STREET, COLUMBIA, S.C. 

Write for free catalogue of educational history films. 

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA, INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 
CENTER, AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS DEPARTMENT, COLUMBIA, 
SOUTH CAROLINA 29208. 

Free brochure available December 1, 1974, outlining 
films available on the American Revolution. 
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BICENTENNIAL 
CONTACTS 

John Hills, SCARBC Director 
P. 0. Box 1976 
Columbia, South Carolina 29202 
Telephone: (803) 758-7855 

Betsy Wolff, Public Information Specialist 
P. 0. Box 1976 
Columbia, South Carolina 29202 
Telephone: (803) 758-7855 

tit\ 
~ 

South Carolina's ten Regional Planning District Offices 
are cooperating with the SCARBC in developing and im
plementing plans for the Bicentennial. Your Regional 
Planning office contacts are: 

Ted Parker 
S.C. Appalachian Council of Governments 
P.O. Box 6668, Station B 
Greenville, S.C. 29605 

Nancy Wingard 
Central Midlands Regional Planning Council 
Suite 155, Dutch Plaza, 800 Dutch Square Boulevard 
Columbia, S.C. 29210 

Debbie Gwinn 
Lower Savannah Regional Planning & Development Council 
P.O. Box 850, 140 Newberry Street 
Aiken, S.C. 29801 

Mike Ethridge 
Upper Savannah Regional Planning & Development Council 
P. 0. Box 1244 
Greenwood, S. C. 29646 

James Schafer 
Catawba Regional Planning Council 
107 Hampton Street, P. 0. Box 862 
Rock Hill, S. C. 29730 
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Ruth Rhyne 
Santee-Wateree Regional Planning Council 
P.O. Box 1837, 36 E. Calhoun Street 
Sumter, S.C. 29150 

Peter Rogers 
Pee Dee Development & Planning Commission 
P.O. Box 4366 
Florence, S.C. 29501 

Kathy Kelly 
Waccamaw Regional Planning & Development Council 
P.O. Drawer 419, 100 Front Street 
Georgetown, S.C. 29440 

Elias B. Bull 
Berkeley-Charleston-Dorchester Planning Commission 
2 Court House Square, Room 302 
Charleston, S.C. 29403 

Cindy Cole 
Lowcountry Regional Planning Council 
P.O. Box 98 
Yemassee, S.C. 29945 

-THE COMMISSION-
Governor James B. Edwards, Ex Officio 
Lieutenant Governor Brantley Harvey, Ex Officio 
Mr. P. Bradley Morrah, Jr., Chairman 
Representative Sam P. Manning, Vice-Chairman 
Senator Horace C. Smith 
Senator Thomas E. Smith, Jr. 
Senator Thomas Dewey Wise 
Representative Marion P. Carnell 
Representative Clyde M. Dangerfield 
Mrs. Allan E. Anderson 
Mrs. James F. Dreher 
Colonel Charles L. Anger, Chairman, Archives & History 

Commission. 
Mr. Dwight A. Holder, Chairman, State Parks Recreation 

and Tourism Commission. 
Mr. Fred P. Brinkman, Director, PRT 
Mr. Charles E. Lee, Director, Archives & History 
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THE OFFICIAL LOGO, OR SYMBOL OF THE COMMISSION 
DEPICTS A SILENT CANNON OF THE REVOLUTIONARY 
WAR PERIOD RESTING BENEATH THE FAMILIAR SOUTH 
CAROLINA PALMETTO TREE. USE OF THE PHRASE, 
11 BATTLEGROUND OF FREEDOM" IS OPTIONAL. USE OF 
THE LOGO TO IMPLY ENDORSEMENT BY THE 
COMMISSION OF ANY PROJECT, ACTIVITY, OR ITEM 
OF MERCHANDISE IS UNLAWFUL WITHOUT THE WRITTEN 
CONSENT OF THE COMMISSION. IT IS HOPED THAT 
THE LOGO WILL BE WIDELY DISPLAYED, HOWEVER, 
AND PERMISSION FOR ITS USE WILL BE GRANTED 
WHENEVER THE ENHANCEMENT OF A FITTING BICEN
TENNIAL CELEBRATION IS INDICATED. THE SYMBOL 
WAS DESIGNED BY ROBERT MAXWELL OF GAFFNEY, 
s. c. 


