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ARTIST SELECTION COMMITTEE 

The Honorable Theo W. Mitchell, Chairman 

Dr. John Richard Craft 

Jack Morris 

Clarence Addison 

William Coleman 

Dr. Leo Twiggs 

SOUTH CAROLINA ARTS COMMISSION 

Douglas A. Smith, Chairman 

Franklin West 

Clarence Addison 

John Acorn 

Mrs. Gordan Stein 

Robert E. Marvin 

Donald Gillis 

Lawrence Vanella 

John Baker 

SOUTH CAROLINA MUSEUM COMMISSION 

Guy F. Lipscomb, Chairman 

Dr. Ambrose G. Hampton, Jr. Mrs. Dorothy Anderson 

Dr. Leo Twiggs Mrs. Lucy Hall 

Marvin Trapp Arthur Magill 

SOUTH CAROLINA AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION 

Mr. P. Bradley Morrah, Jr., Chairman 

The Honorable Sam P. Manning, Vice Chairman 

The Honorable Horace C. Smith 

The Honorable T. Dewey Wise 

The Honorable Thomas E. Smith, Jr. 

The Honorable Marion P. Carnell 

The Honorable Clyde M. Dangerfield 

Mrs. Allen E. Anderson 

Mrs. James F. Dreher 

Arthur J. H. Clement, Jr. 

The Honorable James B. Edwards 

The Honorable W. Brantley Harvey, Jr. 

Col. Charles L. Anger 

Dwight A. Holder 



Portrait Unve 

PRESIDING 

The Honorable Theo Walker Mitchell, Chairman 
Artist Selection Committee 

INVOCATION 

The Reverend Frank Madison Reid, Jr. 
Bishop of Seventh District 

African Methodist Episcopal Church 

"Lift Every Voice" 

Mu Alpha Ensemble 
Eugene Hunt, Director 

PRESENTATION OF ARTIST 

Clarence Addison, Member 
South Carolina Arts Commission 

RESPONSE 

Simmie L. Knox, Artist 

PRESENTATION OF PORTRAIT 

Guy F. Lipscomb, Chairman 
South Carolina Museum Commission 

UNVEILING OF PORTRAIT 

Albert Bethune, Sr. 
Albert Bethune, Jr. 
Margarette Miller 
Tamara Mitchell 

Mignon L. Clyburn 

"America the Beautiful" 

Mu Alpha Ensemble 
Delta Tones 
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· iling Program 

ACCEPTANCE ON BEHALF OF 
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

The Honorable James Burrows Edwards 

ADDRESSES 

J ohnette Green Edwards, President 
South Carolina Federation of Women's and Girls' Clubs 

Mrs. Ellen Watson 
State Convener 

National Council of Negro Women 

RESPONSES 

The Honorable L. Marion Gressette 
President Pro Tempore 
South Carolina Senate 

The Honorable Rex L. Carter 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 

James E. Clyburn, Commissioner 
State Human Affairs Commission 

Dr. Marianna W. Davis, .Editor 
SouTH CAROLINA BLACKS AND NATIVE AMERICANS 1776-1976 

Dr. Dorothy I. Height, President 
National Council of Negro Women 

"This Is My Country" 
Delta Tones of Charleston 

BENEDICTION 

Father Thomas R. Duffy 
Vicar General 

Diocese of Charleston 

~ 

"Don't You Want To Be Free" 
(An Ethnic drama by Langston Hughes) 

Directed by Elizabeth Hart 
Benedict College 
Antisdel Chapel 

2:30p.m. 
Free Admission 



SOUTH CAROLINA HUMAN AFFAIRS COMMISSION 

Mr. Elliott E. Franks, III, Chairman 

Mrs. Judith A. Heller, Vice Chairperson 

Allen L. Code 

Tom Moore Craig, Jr. 

Mrs. Angie Frasier 

Dr. Willie F. Gibson 

John W. Grady, III 

Mrs. Marian G. Hartwell 

Malcolm D. Haven 

Thomas R. Jackson 

Rev. Matthew McCollom 

Ben R. Morris 

Willie E. Myrick, Jr. 

E. E. Oliver 

David G. Pugh 

William Saunders 

Mat Self 

Raymond H. Williams 

James E. Clyburn, Commissioner 

STATEWIDE CITIZENS' STEERING COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Johnette Edwards, Chairman 

Mrs. Alma Byrd 

Mrs. Beryl Dakers 

Dr. Marianna W. Davis 

Elliott E. Franks, III 

Dr. Wil Lou Gray 

Mrs. Alberta Grimes 

Mrs. Judith A. Heller 

Reverend W. Ray Hill 

Mrs. I. S. Leevy Johnson 

Ms. Vera Johnson 

Ms. lola Jones 

Ms. Linda Jones 

Milton Kimpson 

James Moore 

Mrs. Barbara Moxon 

Mrs. Theodosia Palmer 

Dr. Anna Reuben 

Francene C. Robinson 

Jasper Salmon 

Ed Taylor 

Mrs. Victoria Thomas 

The Honorable Jean H. Toal 

The Most Rev. Ernest L. Unterkoefler 

Ms. Ellen Watson 

Dr. Agnes Hilderbrand Wilson 

STATE HOUSE COMMITTEE 

The Honorable Rembert Dennis 

The Honorable Walter Bristow 

The Honorable James M. Waddell 

The Honorable William McLeod 

The Honorable Edward J. Smith 

The Honorable James M. Moss 
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MARY McLEOD BETHUNE 
1875-1955 

by Augustus Graydon 

In 1944, the telephone rang in the Sulgrave 
Club in Washington, D. C., during a reception 
for distinguished American women. The call was 
from the White House asking that Mrs. Mary 
McLeod Bethune be brought to President Roose
velt's office for a personal conference. 

This was a grand arrival for a black woman 
who had been raised in a small wooden cabin in 
the backwoods of South Carolina five miles from 
Mayesville. Mary McLeod. was born on July 10, 
1875, the 15th child of a couple who were ex-slaves. 
What future could anyone have predicted for this 
little girl born of impoverished black parents on a 
small mortgaged farm? 

Like her older brothers and sister, Mary 
learned to weed and work the small farm. She 
was a bright girl and she soon became aware that 
white people had an advantage in being able to 
read and write, and Mary McLeod longed and 
prayed for an education. But there were no schools 
open to blacks, and there was no way that her 
parents could send her away to school. In 1884, 
a Miss Wilson, a black Missionary from the Presby
terian Church, asked if the McLeod's could spare 
one child for a school for blacks in Mayesville. 

Thus Mary began to realize the dream of her 
life. She taught her family all that she learned, 
but where could MaTy go when she had gotten all 
that the Mayesville School had to offer. 

Her prayer was answered with the award of 
a scholarship to Scotia Seminary in Concord, North 
Carolina. From there Mary McLeod went to the 
Moody Bible Institute in Chicago to study to be 
a missionary. Although she wanted to go to Africa, 
Mary was sent to Augusta, Georgia, and then to 
Sumter where she taught others what she had 
learned. It was in Sumter that she married an
other teacher, Albertus Bethune in 1898; one son 
was born of the marriage. 

Determined to teach she went to Florida and 
without any assets but the goal of helping others, 
she rented a house for $11 a month in an im~ 
poverished section of Daytona Beach. She started 
school with five little black girls whos~ parents 
could afford to pay fifty cents a week tuition. 

Mrs. Bethune sought funds wherever she 
could obtain them, and she did not hesitate to 
approach such financial giants as James N. Gamble 
of Ivory Soap fame, Thomas H. White of the sew-

ing machine company and the Rockefellers. With 
the help of these men and of others whom she 
enlisted, the school gTew and by 1925 it merged 
with Cookman College and later became Bethune
Cookman College, recognized in 1939 as an ac
credited junior college. Today the college founded 
by this small black woman is a four-year co
educational college. 

In 1935 Mrs. Bethune founded the National 
Council of Negro Women. She became an adviser 
to Presidents Hoover and Roosevelt and a close 
personal friend of Eleanor Roosevelt who invited 
her to ride on the funeral train when the President 
died. And as she passed from maturity into old 
age, she was employed as a consultant for draw
ing up the charter for the United Nations and 
other honors too numerous to list were heaped 
upon her. But the consuming interest of her life 
was people. 

And so this small black woman left a great 
legacy. Shortly before her death in 1955 she wrote, 
in part: 

"Sometimes as I sit communing in my study I 
feel that death is not far off. I am aware that it 
will overtake me before the greatest of my dreams 
- full equality for the Negro in our time - is 
realized . . . Sometimes I ask myself if I have any 
other legacy to leave. Truly, my worldly posses
sions are few. Yet, my experiences have been 
rich. From them I have distilled p'l'inciples and 
policies in which I believe firmly, for they repre
sent the meaning of my life's work. Here, then, is 
my legacy. 

"I LEAVE YOU LOVE." 

"I LEAVE YOU HOPE." 

"I LEAVE YOU FAITH." 

"I LEAVE YOU RACIAL DIGNITY." 

The Bicentennial year is an appropriate year 
for South Carolina to recognize Mary McLeod 
Bethune as one of the great patriots from this state 
- who rose from the poverty and drudgery of her 
ex-slave parents, to become one of the most in
fluential citizens of the world. 

Reprinted from Palmetto Patriots by Dr. Wil Lou Gray 
with permission by the South Carolina Opportunity School. 



THE BENEDICT COLLEGE DRAMA CLUB 

Presents 

DON'T YOU WANT TO BE FREE? 

By Langston Hughes 

Directed by Elizabeth J. Hart 

SETTING: The action of the play is set in America from 
slavery through the blues of the Depression of 
the 1930's to the present. 

CAST 

A YOUNG MAN ---------- ---------~------------------------------------------Herbert Powell 

A B 0 Y __________________________________________________________________________ Kenneth Rosemond 

A GIRL ---------------------------------------- ________________________________________ Kathy Bradley 

A WOMAN ____________________________________________________ Beulah ( Sweetie ) Lindsay 

A MAN --------------------------------------------------------------------------Lev ern McKenny 

AN 0 LD WOMAN ------------------------------------------------------------Jeannette Paul 

AN OLD MAN ______________________________________________________________ Levern McKenny 

AN OVERSEER ____________________________________________________________ Ronson Trappier 

A MULATTO GIRL ________________________________________________________ Bettye Bellamy 

A WIFE ---------------------------------------------------------------------Cennie Washington 

A HUSBAND ________________________________________________________________________ Elliot Brown 

A LAUNDRY W 0 RKER _______________________________________ Cennie Washington 

A MEMBER OF THE AUDIENCE ________________________________ Yolanda Haile 

NEWSBOY ---------------------------------------------- ________________________ David Kennedy 

VOICES ____________________________________ Ray Makupson and Cynthia Redmond 

WHITE W 0 RKER --------------------------------------------------------T. Chris Salmon 
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Sponsored by Benedict College with a Grant from the South Carolina 
Committee for the Humanities, an agent for the National Endowment 
for the Humanities. 

CAST CONTINUED 

A C H 0 R US ---------------------------------- ________________ ------------------------------

MUSICIANS 
Walter Piper ______________________ ______________________________ Organist and Pianist 
Barry McWhite ________________________________________________________________________ Drums 
Paulette Wilson ________________________________ Cymbals, Trumpet, and Bugle 

SOLOISTS 

Jeannette Paul 
Sandra Coe 
Walter Piper 
Calvin Gary 

FIRST SCENES 

The Agony of Slavery in America 

SECOND SCENES 

The Blues of The Great Depression in America 

FIVE ( 5) MINUTE INTERMISSION 

THIRD SCENES 

Social Protest 

FOURTH SCENES 

An Appeal for Unity for All Americans 

Teaching Scholars: Professors Alma Byrd and Latta Thomas 

Remarks: Dr. Henry Ponder, President of Benedict College 

Production Rights Obtained from the Harold Ober Associations, 
Inc., of New York 

Note: Members of the Audience are asked to remain for a 
few minutes after production for a brief discussion 
of the drama. 



HOST: 

MARY McLEOD BETHUNE 

BICENTENNIAL RECOGNITION DINNER 

July 10, 1976 

Carolina Inn 

7:00p.m. 

HOSTESS: 

Elliott E. Franks, III, Chairman 
State Human Affairs Commission 

Mrs. Alma W. Byrd, Co-Chairperson 
National Council of Negro Women 

PROGRAM 

WELCOME 

INVOCATION 

Reverend Howard McClain 
Executive Director 

Christian Action Council 

"I Pledge Allegiance" 

Delta Tones of Charleston 

THE BETHUNE TRADITION 

Alberta Grimes 
Co-Chairperson 

National Council of Negro Women 

Lottie B. Gibson 
Greenville NAACP 

DINNER 

(Music provided by Mu Alpha Ensemble) 

INTRODUCTION OF HEAD TABLE 

Laura Mack Sims 
State Board of Cosmetic Art Examiners 

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER 

Kay Bailey Nichols 
National Vice President 

National Council of Negro Women 



SPEAKER 

Dr. Dorothy I. Height 
President 

National Council of Negro Women 

RESPONSES 

lola Jones 
Former Regional Director 

National Council of Negro Women 

Judith A. Heller 
Vice Chairperson 

State Human Affairs Commission 

"A me rica" 

Mu Alpha Ensemble 

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS 
BETHUNE ACHIEVERS 

Mamye L. King, Financial Secretary 
National Council of Negro Women 

Lula P. Seward 
Finance Committee 

National Council of Negro Women 

Alexine Smith 
Co-Chairperson 

National Council of Negro Women 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Alma W. Byrd 

James E. Clyburn 

BENEDICTION 

Reverend William Weaver, Rector 
Church of the Redeemer 
Pineville, South Carolina 



MARY MCLEOD BETHUNE RECOGNITION DINNER 
COMMITTEE 

Honorary Chairpersons 

Annie E. Hanberry Minnie Johnson 
Eva Trezevant Ethel C. Wilson 

General Chairpersons 

Alma W. Byrd Alexiena Smith 
Ellen Baker Betty S. Shearin 
Alberta Grimes Ellen Watson 

General Committee 

Lula P. Seward, Chairman Finance Committee 
Mamye L. M. King, Financial Secretary 
Victoria M. Thomas, Treasurer 
James E. Clyburn, Commissioner 

COORDINATING COMMITTEES 

ARRANGEMENT 

Myldred Hill 
Ernestine Yeadon 
Pat Hartley' 
Linda Jones 

AFFILIATE 

Florine James 
Doris Benson 
J ohnette Edwards 
Doris Canty 
Rosa Mickle 

INVITATION 

Thelma Harrison 
Hattie Porterfield 
Essie B. Holly 
Hazel Harkness 
Gerald Snipes 
Carolyn Kimble 

PUBLICITY 

Cindy Byers 
Elizabeth J. Hart 
Zack Weston 
Grover C. Jenkins 
Elliott Franks 
J. P. Neal 
William Chapman 

HosPITALITY 

Mae S. Johnson 
Lavonia Atkinson 
Birdie Pompey 
Amy Northrup 
Carrie Noah 

PATRONS AND SPONSORS 

Mary Anderson 
Virginia McKee 
Mary Frances Caldwell 
Ida Suber 
Ethel Gordon 

RESERVATIONS 

Eva P. Davis 
Mary Justice 
Florenia M. Barton 
Alice Holt 
Carolyn S. Drakeford 

PRESIDENT's GROUP 

Drucilla Johnson 
Irma Cunningham 
Ruby Watts 
Edna Pough 



1976 LIFE MEMBERS 

Alma Byrd National Council of Negro Women -
Inez B. Bacoats 
Sarah Hampton 
Ellen C. Watson 
Mattie Hill 
Sarah Benjamin 

Darlington Section 
Benedict College 
Diocese of Charleston 
Florine D. James 
Eleanor B. Williams 
Alexine Smith South Carolina Council of Catholic Women 
Mamye L. M. King 

ACHIEVERS IN THE BETHUNE MANNER 

Betty S. Shearin 
Lula P. Seward 
Victoria M. Thomas 
Mamye L. M. King 
The Most Reverend Ernest L. Unterkoefler 
Alma Byrd 

Mattie Hill 
Sarah Benjamin 
Alexine Smith 
Vashti Smith 
lola Jones 
Elizabeth Cleveland 

Sarah Hampton 

PATRONS 

Henry T. Marshall, D.D.S. 
Dr. and Mrs. Noble P. Cooper 

BICENTENNIAL COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS 

Marianna W. Davis 
Elizabeth J. Hart 
Nancy Bunch 
Georgia Stephenson 
Milton Kimpson 
Elliott E. Franks, III 
Judy Heller 
James Moore 
Margaret O'Shea 
I. S. Leevy Johnson 
George Wilson 
Sylvia W esterdahl 
Irene Rudnick 
Doretha Bowen 
Eugenia Hammond 
Hiram Spain 
Amelia Roberts 
Ellen Baker 
Florine James 
J ohnette Edwards 
Lun C. Richardson 
Harry P. Graham 

Earl F. Brown, Jr. 
Henry Ponder 
Hayes J\Iizell 
Keller Bumgardner 
Barbara Moxon 
Jasper Salmon 
James E. Clyburn 
Wil Lou Gray 
Ed Taylor 
Matthew Perry 
Kay Patterson 
Hilda Jefferson 
Ruby Davis 
Vashti Smith 
Juanita Goggins 
William Jennings Bryan Dorn 
Mrs. Robert L. Fields 
Septima P. Clark 
Edwina St. John Fleming 
Zenobia Dixon 
Franchot Brown 



BETHUNE VOLUNTEERS 

Rosena Lucas 

Henry Ponder 

Milton Kimpson 

Frank Washington 

Wallace Byrd 

Earl F. Brown 

Jasper Salmon 

Louis Bone 

Stelia Caldwell 

Rasia B. Rhabb 

Mildred Knightner 

Thelma Salmon 

Christopher Cochran 

Beatrice McKnight 

James Hardy 

Josia Hazel 

A.F.L. Player 

Mattie B. Tolliver 

Julena Byrd 

Elizabeth Blackmon 

Zandra M. Pope 

Hattie Donald 

Lavern Damon 

Virginia Weaver 

Lomas Gist 
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