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TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF SOUTH CAROLINA: 

The following is respectfully submitted as a brief report on activities 
of the South Carolina Arneriran Revolution Bicentennial Commission. 

Our Commission is aware of a growing interest in the Bicentennial observance 
of our nation's founding -- an interest which is manifested by the increas
ing number of inquiries being received and by the number of new programs 
being announced throughout the country . 

Within tl1e limitations imposed by restricted fiscal resources, we believe 
that the Commission has accomplished much since it was initiated on July 1, 
1971, by Act of the Legislature. The newly appointed Chief Administrator 
of the national American Revolution Bicentennial Administration. John \.J. 
Warner, made the comment at a meeting in New Orleans on May 23 that South 
Carolina is leading the nation in active interest in the Bicentennial cel
ebration. For this, we must credit our local groups and communities for the 
splendid work they are doing in publicizing a variety of excellent programs. 

While our fiscal resources are modest, we regard this limitation as a chal
lenge and an opportunity, for it imposes on the people of South Carolina the 
obvious necessity to mount a "do-it-yourself" effort if the Bicentennial is 
to be properly observed. Such individual and community participation will be 
in the true spirit of '76 when South Carolinians accepted the difficult chal
lenge of their own time and set about with dedication and resolve to mold a 
better future for themselves and their posterity. 
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Purpose and Organization 

The South Carolina American Revolution Bicentennial Commission was established 

by the State Legislature in 1971. The thirteen-member body was created to in

sure that appropriate efforts will be made at the state level to stimulate and 

excite active interest throughout South Carolina in properly celebrating the 

two hundredth anniversary of the Revolution and the founding of the Nation. 

Legislation which created the Commission requires that staff support for Com

mission activities be provided by the Department of Parks, Recreation, and 

Tourism and by the Department of Archives and History. Director of the Com

mission staff is consequently an officer of the Department of Parks, Recreation, 

and Tourism and staff members are employees of that department. Likewise, the 

heads of the two established agencies are, by law, executive officers of the 

Bicentennial Commission. Thus a close working relationship between key 

departments is insured and the funding of an additional State agency is avoided. 

The Program Structure 

The objectives adopted by the South Carolina Bicentennial Commission comprise 

three major themes which are consistent with those recommended for the Nation 

by the national American Revolution Bicentennial Administration: 

1. HERITAGE - The Heritage theme is designed to stimulate South Caro

linians to become more aware of our State's role in the Revolution. An 

effort will also be directed toward the Nation as a whole to inform the 

American people of the great part South Carolina played in securing our 

country's independence. 
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The State Department of Archives and History has assumed responsibility 

for developing the Heritage theme. 

2. FESTIVAL - The Festival emphasis will encourage people of South 

Carolina, the Nation; and the world to visit our Revolutionary War sites 

and attractions and to participate in numerous commemorative events and 

celebrations. 

The South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism will 

develop and coordinate activities related to the Festival theme. 

3. HORIZONS '76 - This theme will project dramatic new horizons of 

social, educational, and economic achievement to the end that the hopes 

and dreams embodied in the spiri~ of the Revolution may be better 

realized by every South Carolinian. 

The Spirit of '76 Conference- "A Call to Commitment" 

In a Concurrent Resolution passed by the General Assembly on May 16, 1974, the 

Governor was urged to call a special conference on July 3, 1974, for the pur

pose of considering ways in which the event of the Nation's Bicentennial 

might be observed by the People of South Carolina to the end that the quality 

of life in South Carolina might be advanced. 

The Governor responded to the request of the Legislature by calling a "Spirit 

of '76 Conference" for Wednesday, July 3, 1974, with the theme of the con

ference being "A Call to Commitment." 

At this writing, plans are being developed for that conference and it is an-

ticipated that some 300 persons representing 

interests will be in attendance. 
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Inter-State Relations 

The State of South Carolina is represented on the Bicentennial Council of the 

Thirteen Original States through the Commission. The Bicentennial Council is 

an independent group which ~as formed in 1971 to focus specifically on the 

interests of the thirteen original states and to develop cooperative programs 

of common benefit. 

One of the first such efforts has been the negotiating of a contractual ar

rangement with the Franklin Mint of Philadelphia, one of America's most 

prestigious private mints, to strike and market medallions nationwide bearing 

the endorsement of the Council. On the State level, a medallion design com

petition was sponsored during 1972 by the Commission in conjunction with the 

Franklin Mint, the first prize of $5,000 being awarded to Mr. James L. Hayns

worth of Columbia. By action of the Commission, his winning design has been 

adopted for the front (or obverse) side of the official State Bicentennial 

medallion. The arms (or reverse) side of the State Bicentennial medallion 

will be the same as the reverse of the original Great Seal of South Carolina 

which was chosen in 1776. (The present South Carolina State Seal brings 

together in one design both sides of the Revolutionary period seal.) The 

Franklin Mint will give national distribution to this medal and to medallions 

of the 49 other states. 

The South Carolina American Revolution Bicentennial Commission has been of

ficially represented at all meetings of the Council since its organization and 

is an active participant in the decision-making process. Liaison with other 

states throughout the Nation on matters of Bicentennial interest is a con

tinuing and growing activity of the Commission. 
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Historic Sites 

The Commission is aware that South Carolina's eminence as the literal "Battle

ground of Freedom" during the American Revolution has not been adequately 

recognized by the citizenry of the Nation. In a recent publication of the 

National Park Service, however, the following statement is found: "South 

Carolina was a battleground of rebellion from 1775 to 1782 and saw more 

military action than any of the other colonies." The Commission will en

courage efforts to preserve, restore and properly advertise to the traveling 

public our many areas and sites of historical interest as they relate to the 

Revolution. 

The Commission believes that the development and maintenance of most historic 

points of interest can best be accomplished through local initiative and ef

fort and will support those efforts to the limit of its available resources. 

Three classic and inspiring examples of local initiative are Historic Camden, 

Star Fort at Ninety Six, and Walnut Grove Plantation near Spartanburg. 

On the national level, the Commission has actively supported federal legislation 

providing for the Cowpens National Battlefield which was passed by Congress with 

the strong support of South Carolina's Congressional Delegation and signed into 

law by President Nixon in July, 1972. The Commission is also supporting the 

development of Fort Moultrie in Charleston Harbor which is already owned by 

the federal government and the development of a Eutaw Springs National Battle

field. It is interesting to note that of the six battles of the American 

Revolution which were honored by the Continental Congress by the presentation 

of medals in honor of the victory, two are in South Carolina -- Cowpens and 

Eutaw Springs. 
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Cowpens National Battlefield, Eutaw Springs, and Fort Moultrie, together with 

Kings Mountain, will give South Carolina four historic sites of great national 

significance which will be administered by the federal government. At present, 

Kings Mountain draws over 30,000 visitors a month. 
' 

On the state level, the Commission is actively supporting the restoration of 

the Exchange Building in Charleston, one of the most historic buildings in 

the Nation. 

It is believed that through a cooperative effort involving the federal govern-

ment, state agencies, and county organizations, our great historic sites in 

South Carolina can be restored and developed so that the people of today and 

of succeeding generations will have the opportunity to know and to appreciate 

them. 

Displays and Exhibits 

Existing and planned exhibition centers, historic parks and museums, including 

state and local parks, will be requested to have displays relating to South 

Carolina 1 s role in the Revolution and in the founding of the Nation. 

Visual and Performing Arts 

The Commission in cooperation with the South Carolina Arts Commission will 

encourage a variety of activities to stimulate creative expression in the 

fields of visual and performing arts. A key objective will be the encourage-

ment and development of avail able talent within South Carolina through the 

public and private schools, and through colleges and universities throughout 

the State. Consideration will be given to the granting of honoraria and prizes, 

if such are available, for the creation and production of musical compositions, 

plays and works of art dealing with South Carolina and the Bicentennial of the 
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American Revolution. 

Commemorative Items 

The Commission recognizes that commemorative objects can serve a worthwhile 
' 

purpose in stimulating interest in the American Revolution and the part which 

South Carolina played. It will give its endorsement to activities, projects, 

and commemorative items which most appropriately serve to further the Com-

mission's objectives. While the Commission may realize some financial ben-

efit through royalties and the like, no large revenues are anticipated from 

such sources and any funds so derived will be used to implement suitable 

Bicentennial activities. 

Commemorative Postage Stamps 

The Commission has passed a resolution requesting commemorative postage stamps 

in honor of five great legendary heroes of the Revolution: General Francis 

Marion, "The Swamp Fox"; Sergeant William Jasper, the hero of Fort Moultrie 

who gave his life at Savannah; Count Casimir Pulaski, the Polish patriot who 

was killed at Savannah; General Baron DeKalb of Germany, who came with 

Marquis de La Fayette, offered his services to America and was killed at the 

Battle of Camden; and Francis Salvador who was killed near Ninety Six. It is 

interesting to note that seventeen states have a county named for Marion, 

eight states have a county named for Jasper, seven states have a county named 

for Pulaski, and six states have a county named for DeKalb. Francis Salvador 

was the first member of the Jewish faith elected to a parliamentary body in 

the western world, he being elected to the South Carolina General Assembly 

in 1776. He was also the first member of his faith to give his life for the 

cause of American independence. It is the Commission's hope that during the 
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Bicentennial Era a series of commemorative stamps will be issued in honor of 

various heroines and heroes of the Revolution and major events in the history 

of the creation of our nation. 

Welcome Centers, Trails, Auto Tags 

The Commission will encourage full utilization of the State's official Highway 

Welcome Centers as a means of promoting the Bicentennial attractions of South 

Carolina. 

Special emphasis will be given to the Historic Trails developed by the Depart

ment of Archives and History, particularly the George Washington and Liberty 

Trails which relate to the Revolution. 

The Commission will explore with the Highway Department the feasibility of 

placing on automobile license tags an appropriate phrase such as 11 Battleground 

of Freedom 11 identifying South Carolina's role in the Revolution. The Depart

ment has agreed to incorporate a Bicentennial theme in its official highway 

maps prior to and during the official period of the observance. 

Television, Radio, and Motion Pictures 

The Commission is cooperating with the South Carolina Educational Television 

network and plans intensive liaison with commercial television and radio 

stations throughout the state to encourage the production and presentation of 

programs with Bicentennial significance. A short informational film is con

templated in order to thoroughly apprise the public of the significance of 

the Bicentennial celebration. It is planned for the film to be completed 

and widely distributed to clubs and organizations. 
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Vacation Reading Program, 1974-7~ 

The State Library and the Commission have agreed on an arrangement whereby 

the State Library will sponsor the American Patriot Reading Club during the 

summer vacation periods of. 1~74 and 1975 to acquaint South Carolina school 

children with the story of the Revolution and the meaning of the Bicentennial. 

It is anticipated that more than 80,000 children will be enrolled and will 

receive recognition of their accomplishments through the awarding of cer

tificates, buttons, and other appropriate acknowledgments. The Commission 

will provide needed funding assistance from sources other than state appro

priation and is persuaded that this unique and original program will be 

enthusiastically received by young children throughout South Carolina. 

Financial Status 

Members of the Commission receive no salary; and Co!TdTlission members who are not 

employed by the State receive only a nominal per diem payment as prescribed 

by law when attending official functions of the Commission. Staff work is 

done by employees of the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism and 

the Department of Archives and History. Limited funds to cover necessary 

operational expenses -- for example, stationery, printing, informational 

materials, public hearings, etc., and to make possible certain funding assistance 

to South Carolina•s ten Regional Planning Districts-- have been received from 

federal sources, and from certain royalties accruing to the Commission through 

its membership in the Bicentennial Council of the Thirteen Original States, 

and from royalty arrangements worked out by the Commission with a private 

minting firm. 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

July 1, 1971 -May 31, 1974 

Receipts 

1. State Funds - specifically earmarked 
for Per Diem Payments and Travel 
Reimbursement to Commissioners. 

2. 

3. 

Federal Grants .. 

Private Sources: 
a. Revenues from Royalties on Sale 

of Commemorative Merchandise. 

b. Donations Specifically for 
Acquisition of "Battle of 
Cowpens" Painting to Hang 
Permanently in State House. 

Total: 

Expenditures 

1. Grants to State's Ten Regional 

$ 12,500.00 

121,000.00 

34,088.08 

39,290.22 

Planning Districts .............. $ 20,000.00 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Grants to Historic Projects: 
a. Pendleton District Historical 

and Recreational Commission .. 

b. Ninety-Six Historical Commission. 

Payments toward $60,000 price of 
"Battle of Cowpens" Painting .. 

Production of Information Film, 
"200 Candles" ..... 

Grant to State Library for "American 
Patriot Reading Club" Project ... 

Payments for Writing and Historic 
Research Services ....... . 

Support of High School Historic 
Debating Team Project. . . . . . 
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5,500.00 

24,500.00 

32,500.00 

20,000.00 

23,500.00 

2,736.76 

224.00 

$206,878.30 



Expenditures (cont.) 

8. Cost of Commemorative Items 
for Resale .... 

9. Office Equipment ... 

10. 

11. 

Payment of Per Diem and 
Travel (State Funds) .. 

Operations Expense for Period 
July 1, 1971 to May 31, 1974. 

Tota 1 : 

Balance, May 31, 1974 

liA 

$ 10,361.70 

719.55 

8,122.54 

_19,273~ 

$167,437.81 

$39,440.19 



Local Effort is the Key to Success 

It shall be the policy of the Commission to encourage the widest possible 

public participation in Bicentennial-related programs and activities. 

Just as the ultimate success of the American Revolution stemmed from the 

determination of our Founding Fathers to decide their own destinies, so it 

is the deep conviction of the Commission that a successful and rewarding 

Bicentennial observance in South Carolina will take root and bloom to full 

flower from the creative efforts and initiative of our own people in their 

various communities throughout the state. 

The Commission has secured the cooperation of the state 1
S ten Regional Planning 

Districts to facilitate the task of planning and coordinating Bicentennial 

activities. 

The Commission is determined to develop the South Carolina Bicentennial cele

bration as a true citizens effort in which all the people participate. Through 

the use of existing activities, the Commission has established a \~orking con

tact with more than thirty major statewide organizations including historic 

societies, patriotic groups, garden clubs, veterans 1 organizations. news media 

associations, youth groups, and others. 

Summary 

In conclusion, it should be stated that the members of the Commission are grate

ful to Governor John C. West, Lt. Governor Earle E. Morris, the members of South 

Carolina 1 S Congressional Delegation and the members of the South Carolina General 

Assembly for their active support and interest. The Commission would also like 

to express its appreciation to all those individuals from across South Carolina 

and the country who have generously offered their help. 
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