
n olden days, the county 

witnessed the state’s first 

railroad line extending from 

Charleston to Hamburg near 

Aiken, and the Bamberg 

depot was a gathering spot for 

locals. Wiped out during the 

Civil War, the town rebuilt and 

flourished.

   Today, both residents 

and visitors of the area find 

respite and adventure on the 

blackwater Edisto River as 

it winds through hardwood 

swamp flanked by Spanish 

moss-draped trees. Here, 

anglers swap tales while 

largemouth bass, pike, catfish 

and redbreast play “catch me” 

with their lines. 

   Water of a different sort 

comes into play at Paw Paw 

Country Club, where abundant 

lakes and woods, undulating 

greens and contoured fairways 

make for a challenging 18 

holes of golf. Crestwood 

Country Club in nearby 

Denmark offers another great 

nine holes of golf.

   A walking tour of Bamberg’s 

downtown showcases homes 

that date to the 1880s. 

Beautifully handmade crafts 

can be found at the new Main 

Street Market with more than 

20 vendors. Also visit the 

gallery of nationally known 

artist Jim Harrison in Denmark, 

where the entire downtown is 

a historic district.  

   Two sites in Ehrhardt should 

more than whet the appetite of 

Civil War buffs. Broxton Bridge 

Plantation has breastworks 

from the 1865 battle at Broxton 

Bridge. Earthen fortifications 

at Rivers Bridge State Historic 

Site are all that remain of the 

Confederacy’s last valiant stand. 

   For true reward, time your 

visit during one of the county’s 

lively festivals. They include 

the Dogwood Festival in 

Denmark, a Model T festival 

in Olar, the Bamberg Antique 

Treasurefest, and Schutzenfest 

in Ehrhardt, which celebrates 

German heritage. 

   Discover this hidden jewel 

on your next visit.
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Some see it as a place where time has 
stood still. But others call the Bamberg, SC, 
area a treasure waiting to be discovered. 
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