
South Carolina Smiles 2007

The tournaments are free for kids age 16 and younger
who must play with a paying adult. The fee for adults 
ranges from $35 to $55 depending on the course being
played and includes the greens fee, cart and a chance 
to win great prizes. The courses are some of the finest 
in the Palmetto State, which means they are among 
the best in the country.

The format consists of two-person teams playing 
Captain’s Choice. They use the Callaway handicap
system — where a formula throws out your disaster 
holes — so players don’t need established handicaps 
to play. 

The 48 one-day tournaments all have three divisions: 
Open (typically two men over the age of 16), Adult/Youth
(father/daughter, mother/son, etc.) and Couples (usually
husband and wife, boyfriend and girlfriend). Singles are
paired with other singles. Now in its 20th year, families 
must be having fun because they keep coming back for more.

Other opportunities for junior golfers abound across the
state. The Carolinas PGA sanctions 250 tournaments a year
in North and South Carolina and many of them are for juniors.

Probably the most prestigious is the CPGA Charles 
Tilghman Junior Championship held each December
in North Myrtle Beach.

This elite event is limited to only 96 junior golfers and
is annually scouted by university golf coaches. But, the
Tilghman is more than just golf; it’s a holiday tournament
that brings families together with parents often caddying 
for their kids.

Looking for a great family golf experience? 
Try the Summer Family Golf Tournaments in Myrtle Beach.

All summer long—every Tuesday,Wednesday,Thursday 
and Friday in June, July and August—Myrtle Beach Golf 

Holiday conducts a series of one-day tournaments 
throughout the Grand Strand.

By Stephen Delaney Hale
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The Hilton Head chapter of the
CPGA has hosted an extensive
junior program of tournaments 
and instruction for more than 
a decade, with 275 kids ages 
8 to18 participating in 2006. 
Tournaments are held on 

Monday and Tuesday throughout
most of the summer at many of the island’s 

great courses. At the beginning of the season there’s a 
one-day proficiency test to qualify for the main tournaments.
Beginners enroll in the Pro-Pal Program, a six-week series of
lessons that starts with the rules and etiquette and takes
kids through the different shots and clubs needed to play
the game well. 

The South Carolina Golf Association sponsors Little 
Legends, a junior golf program in South Carolina geared
toward juniors age 12 and younger. The kids are treated to
free clinics and fun Captain’s Choice tournaments, and there
are at least two evening sessions to help out working parents.

At Houndslake Country Club in Aiken, CPGA Professional
Randy Few is active in the Hook a Kid on Golf program in
conjunction with three other area courses. In 2006 the
Aiken program received the Don Springer Award as the
National Site of the Year among over 250 groups around 
the country. During the program, more than 150 kids 
participated twice a week for five weeks in summer 
sessions that emphasized rules, etiquette and game basics.
Golf clubs are donated and young people who successfully
complete the course get to keep the clubs for free.

All across South Carolina young people are learning 
to love golf — and what a great place to discover the game 
of a lifetime!
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