


"We're here to get an education and an educa
tion isn't just books. It's interesting to get out 
and see and touch and feel.". 

-high school student 

"You can't see what your feelings are, but when 
you bring them out on something-we could act 
it out, we could tell it out, or we could write it 
out-they seemed happy in some places and sad 
in other places." 

-middle school student 

''Tap has changed my point of view. You've still 
gotta learn things, but there's a lot more fun in 
it. It's made life more active, nicer." 

-elementary school student 
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A community-school comprehensive arts program developed by the South Carolina Arts Commission, 
PROJECT TAP enters a fourth year of operation in Lancaster County, Chester and Fort Mill Townships, and 
begins its first year in Greenwood, South Carolina, in 1976-77. 

· Designed to integrate professional resident and visiting artists into educational, recreational and community 
programs, PROJECT TAP serves as a model for total arts programming in South Carolina communities. 

: PURPOSES: The goals of PROJECT TAP are: to give students of all ages a broad exposure to the arts; to 
.provide teachers an opportunity to further their education in the arts; to develop support for the continuation 
of arts activities in the schools; to create an audience for the arts in the participating communities; to support 
~rofessional artists in the production of their work. 

IMPLEMENTATION: PROJECT TAP is administered by the South Carolina Arts Commission, which is 
esponsible for the overall operation of the program. Serving the participating schools and communities as ar
ists in residence are specialists in the literary, visual, and performing arts. Other professional artists and en
~embles are contracted to spend short term residencies in the project areas. Two area coordinators--one in 
~an caster and one in Greenwood-work out of the local school district offices, overseeing the daily functions of 
he project. Every school appoints an in-school coordinator to serve as liaison with the TAP artists and staff. 

ti'he eight area and district superintendents whose schools participate in PROJECT TAP provide support by 
~onating studio and office space for the program staff. 

FUNDING: The program receives a major grant from the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agen
cy in Washington, D.C. This grant is matched by contributions from community resources, including the Elliott 
jWhite Springs Foundation of Lancaster and The Self Foundation of Greenwood. The grant is matched twice 
again by cash and in-kind contributions from forty-two participating schools and the South Carolina Arts 
~ommission. 




