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Gov. Robert E. McNair signs legislation creating the 
S.C. Arts Commission. June 7, l967.Aiso shown, Nick 
Zeigler, left, and Marvin Trapp. 

"I SUBSCRIBETOTHEVIEWTHAT 

BY ENHANCING THE ARTS WE ARE 

ENHANCING OUR STATE IN THE 

EYES OF OTHERS LOOKING FOR 

GOOD PLACES TO LIVE AND TO 

DO BUSINESS. AS OUR CULTURAL 

RESOURCES GAIN MORE STATUS, 

WE ARE ABLE TO COMPETE ON A 

BETTER BASIS WITH OTHER AREAS 

WHERE THE ARTS HAVE GREATER 

ACCEPTANCE AND SUPPORT." 

Gov. Robert McNair, addressing the 

first Governor's Conference on the Arts, 1966 
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1965-1967 

The Dream 
In 1965 Congress passed the law that led 
to creation of the National Endowment 
for the Arts. The legislation included 
funding for the states to conduct arts 
surveys, which became the catalyst for 
state governmental interest in the arts. 
Forty states, including South Carolina, 
accepted the challenge. 

On Oct. 28, 1965, Gov. Robert E. 
McNair issued Executive Order No. 5, 
creating the South Carolina Inter-Agency 
Council on Arts and Humanities, chaired 
by E. N. Zeigler of Florence. The goal of 
the council was "to conduct a study of 
the arts in South Carolina" and assess 
the "extent of cultural activities within 
the state; to determine the potential 
of the arts within the state, and to 
implement action aimed at consideration 
of legislation to create a permanent 
commission for the arts." 

At the kick-off symposium in 1966-
the first Governor's Conference on the 
Arts- McNair addressed the more than 
250 South Carolinians from 30 different 
communities and set the tone for the 
endeavor. This was a practical endeavor, 
not so much art for art's sake, but art as 

another plank in building a modern, 
competitive South Carolina - a South 
Carolina that was a desirable destination 
and one that offered the amenities and 
cultural resources that business executives 
expected. 

Upon his election to the State Senate, 
Zeigler resigned from the council. 
McNair designated Marvin Trapp chair 
of the council. Robert Smeltzer was the 
director of the Inter-Agency Council. The 
council submitted its findings, and Sen. 
Zeigler introduced legislation to create 
the South Carolina Arts Commission 
(SCAC). On june 7, 1967, McNair 
signed into law the South Carolina 
General Assembly-approved act (R466, 
S166) to create the South Carolina Arts 
Commission. 

The new act declared that it was "the 
policy of the state to join with private 
patrons and with institutions and 
professional organizations concerned 
with the arts to ensure that the arts ... 
will continue to grow and play an ever 
more significant part in the welfare 
and educational experiences of our 
citizens. It is further declared that all 
activities undertaken by the State in 
carrying out this policy shall be directed 
toward encouraging and assisting, rather 
than limiting, the freedom of artistic 
expression that is essential for the well
being of the arts." 
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1967-1977 

Developing the Arts 

Decade 
Highlights 

• State Art 
Collection 
established. 

• Governor's 
Award for 
Excellence in the 
Arts launched. 

• Arts in 
Education 
programs 
established. 

• Regional 
Media Arts 
Center 
developed 
to serve 
independent 
media artists in 
Southeast. 

During its first 10 years, the South Carolina 
Arts Commission (SCAC) would establish 
itself as a leader, catalyst, collaborator and 
communicator among arts professionals, 
educators and arts participants throughout the 
Palmetto State. 

Despite a small staff and limited funding, the 
agency was determined to fulfill goals set out 
by Gov. McNair, Sen. Nick Zeigler and Marvin 
Trapp, its first chair. Early initiatives focused 
on communication within and about the South 
Carolina arts community and filling gaps 
in available arts resources by helping bring 
exhibitions and performances to communities 
large and small. 

In its very first year, the SCAC started a 
newsletter and, thanks to a grant from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, began its first strategic planning 

initiative, an agency hallmark to this day. 

Within a few years, the SCAC was involved in collaborative 
efforts in all regions of the Palmetto State, ranging from artists
in-residence programs in public schools to arts in prisons and a 
touring state theatre company. 

The State Art Collection, one of SCAC's earliest programs 
to recognize and preserve works by South Carolina's most 

accomplished contemporary artists, grew to more than 100 
pieces, and the Governor's Award for Excellence in the Arts 
would become the state's most prestigious arts recognition. 

Programmatic patterns began to emerge that would characterize 
the agency in its maturity. As more local and regional resources 
developed, the SCAC began to shift from direct programming 
and more toward support of agencies and initiatives it had 
helped launch. 

More significant, the SCAC would establish a tradition of 
being a catalyst for innovative programs and as a collaborator 
with state and local agencies whose goals aligned with the 
SCAC's mission. Over time, many programs would be created, 
and some- having outlived their effectiveness- would be 
terminated. Such early efforts are exemplified by the Arts 
Organization Personnel Development Program, which gained 
national attention, and the Stage South touring theatre program. 
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" ... GOVERNMENT HAS ACCEPTED 

SUPPORT OF THE ARTS AS ONE 

OF ITS RESPONSIBILITIES, NOT 

ONLY ON THE FEDERAL LEVEL, 

BUT ON THE STATE AND LOCAL 

LEVELS AS WELL. .. THERE IS A 

GROWING RECOGNITION THAT 

FEW INVESTMENTS IN THE 

QUALITY OF LIFE IN AMERICA PAY 

OFF SO HANDSOMELY AS THE 

MONEY SPENT TO STIMULATE 

THE ARTS." 

President Richard M. Nixon, 1971 

Willard Hirsch. 
The Boy Joseph 
1967 
cedarwood 
22"x 14"x 10 112 " 
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1977-1987 

Building Arts Infrastructure 
It's not surprising that the South Carolina Arts Commission's 

Decade Highlights 

• First Canvas of the 
People held. 

• Regional Arts 
Coordinator system 
instituted. 

• Local arts councils 
increase from 14 to 40+. 

• Governor's Awards 
for the Arts renamed the 
Elizabeth O'Neill Verner 
Awards. 

• Dan Wagoner and 
Dancers Dual Home 
Residency established. 

• Southern Circuit, 
regional tour of 
independent media 
artists, started by SCAC's 
Media Arts Center. 

second decade was marked by fewer 
direct programming initiatives than 
during its first 10 years. The commission, 
recognizing the growing arts 
infrastructure within the state, realized 
that it could now make more effective 
use of its resources by seeding and 
supporting other initiatives consistent 
with its mission. In 1977, the SCAC 
articulated five purposes by which 
programs would be evaluated: 

• Encourage arts development as an integral 
part of South Carolina's education system; 
• Expand the quality and scope of the arts 
experience in the state; 
• Encourage public interest and 
participation in the state's cultural history; 
• Support citizens actively involved in the 
arts; 
• Provide quality professional arts resources. 

In order to obtain input into its planning 
process at every level, the SCAC conducted its first Canvas of 
the People, holding public meetings in every county in the state. 
This process would become integral to the agency's long-range 
planning. 

As a result of this planning, the SCAC began to target financial 
assistance, direct programming and technical assistance to specific 
areas: Arts in Education, Community Arts Development and Artist 

Development. By focusing its resources in this way, the SCAC 
was able to develop a framework for providing assistance to 
constituents statewide. To facilitate delivery of services, the 
SCAC divided South Carolina's 46 counties into 12 regions, 
assigning one arts coordinator to four or five counties. 

Knowledge gleaned from the first Canvas of the People led 
to new policies and procedures, reflecting the commission 's 
commitment to support several broad areas of initiative: 

• Providing professional artists to K-12 schools to assist in development 
of critical thinking; 
• Developing a Challenge Grant program to assist arts organizations 
in fundraising; 
• Expanding services offered to individual artists; 
• Developing programs for rural communities with limited access to 
the arts. 

The planning model worked so well that the commission updated 
its Canvas of the People in 1984, which led to some mid
decade course adjustments. The SCAC decided to adopt or 
expand several initiatives, including Artists In Education, 
marketing a slide registry of S.C. artists, expanding the State 
Art Collection and the Community Touring Program (featuring 
selected S.C. performing artists and ensembles), a more 
comprehensive literary arts program, a "dual home" residency 
for a nationally recognized dance company, assistance in 
developing arts in the minority community, and biennial 
Cultural Resource grants. 

Gov. Richard W. Riley, who headed the National Governors 
Association Subcommittee on the Arts, subsequently organized 
the Governor's Task Force on the Arts to foster collaboration 
at the state level. This led to creation of the joint Legislative 
Committee on Cultural Affairs, which would serve as an 
important ally for the arts and frequent partner of the SCAC 
(e.g., 1986-87 research on the status of arts education). 
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"THIS EVENT WILL 

MARK THE BEGINNING 

OF CHARLESTON 

BECOMING THE 

CULTURAL CENTER 

OF THE PERFORMING 

ARTS, AT LEAST FOR 

THE SOUTHEAST, IF NOT 

THE WHOLE UNITED 

STATES." 

Gov. James Edwards, 
at the opening of the inaugural 

Spoleto USA Festival , May 25, 

1977 
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1987-1997 

A New Direction: 
Partnerships 
Decade Highlights 

• Arts in Basic 
Curriculum Project 
begins. 

• First Statewide 
Conference on the Arts 
held. 

• State Art Collection 
20-Year Retrospective 
sponsored. 

• SCAC celebrates 25th 
anniversary. 

• First 1 0-year plan for 
the arts in S.C. published. 

• SCAC hosts annual 
meeting of National 
Assembly of State Arts 
Agencies. 

• Southeast Media 
Institute established. 

The South Carolina Arts Commission 
began its third decade by holding its 
first Statewide Conference on the Arts, 
a two-day event attended by artists and 
arts leaders from 30 counties. 

It was the 1987 Canvas of the People 
(the agency's third), however, that set 
the agenda for the coming years, the 
most pronounced result being a strong 
call to make the arts an integral part 
of basic education in South Carolina. 
In response, the SCAC partnered with 
the State Department of Education, the 
S.C. Alliance for Arts Education, the 
joint Legislative Committee on Cultural 
Affairs, Winthrop University's School 
of Art and Design, and more than 30 
other stakeholder groups to develop 
the plan that would launch the Arts In 
Basic Curriculum (ABC) Project. The 
SCAC matched a $20,000 NEA grant to 

develop this "blueprint," which led to a three-year, $150,000 
NEA implementation grant. 

The results of the ABC Project have been significant and 
long-term. At the school and school district levels, more time 
and resources have been invested in the arts, with positive 
results by all measures, and the roster of ABC schools and 

districts has expanded steadily. The ranks of professional 
arts teachers were not only increased, but these teachers 
have been better trained as well, thanks to ABC. The ABC 
Project also has provided networking and training to help 
teachers in other disciplines incorporate the arts in their 
classrooms. For these and other accomplishments, ABC 
has been recognized as a national model for arts education 
reform. The success of the ABC Project also had a profound 
influence on the SCAC, establishing partnerships as a new 
paradigm for the agency. 

The 1987 Canvas also produced a new agency strategic 
plan, under which the SCAC revised its Grant-in-Aid 
Program to emphasize support for professional arts 
organizations and artists, and began to focus on the new 
program area of Design Arts. 

The SCAC expanded services to rural communities during 
the decade, and would be one of only eight states to 
receive NEA pilot funding for rural arts development, a 
SCAC priority since 1980. The resulting partnership grew 
into the Cultural Visions for Rural Communities Council. 

The commission held a national literary festival, "Carolina 
Connections," in Charleston in September 1988, and, to 
coincide with the opening of the new State Museum in 
Columbia, produced a 20-year retrospective of the State 
Art Collection, its most ambitious exhibition to date. Two 
years later it mounted the Visual Arts & Crafts Fellowship 
Retrospective, which coincided with the SCAC's third 
Statewide Conference on the Arts. 

During 1991, for the first time, a new Canvas of the People 
included a public poll about the arts, conducted through 
the University of South Carolina's S.C. Survey. 
And in 1991-92, the SCAC ce lebrated its 25th birthday, 
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hosting a number of events, 
which were highlighted by 
a public forum to preview 
its new strategic plan during 
the fifth annual Statewide 
Conference on the Arts. 

In 1993 the SCAC launched 
a year-long multi-media 
campaign that resonates to 
this day: "In South Carolina, 
Arts Education Means 
Business." That same year, the 
National Assembly of State 
Arts Agencies held its annual 
meeting in Charleston. 

In 1994 the agency 
published the first statewide 
economic impact study 
of the arts and cultural 
industry in South Carolina, 
documenting more than 
$650 million in annual 
economic output. Also that 
year, another long-standing 
partnership was created: The 
S.C. Design Arts Partnership. 
This joint effort of SCAC, 
the S.C. Downtown 
Development Association 
and the Clemson School of 
Architecture has helped in 
the revitalization efforts of 
many communities in the 
state. 
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"STUDENTS WHO BECOME 

INVOLVED IN THE ARTS LEARN 

LESSONS THEY WILL NOT LEARN IN 

OTHER CLASSES. To PUT IT SIMPLY, 

THEY GAIN INSIGHT AND WISDOM, 

NOT JUST INFORMATION." 

Richard Riley, 
U.S. Secretary of Education 

American Council for the Arts Advocacy Day, 

March 1 7, 1993 

Marcelo Novo 
Ponchito's Feat 

1992 
linoleum cut 

17Y2"x24" 
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1997-2007 

Entering a New Millennium 

Decade Highlights 

• "Views from the Edge of the Century" 
exhibitions held. 

• First Mayors Institute for Community 
Design held. 

• Legislative Arts Caucuses formed. 

• The Arts in Basic 
Curriculum Project: A Ten Year 
Evaluation published. 

• Number of ABC sites grows from 15 
to 45. 

• Public participation initiative begins 
with $800,000 grant from Wallace
Reader's Digest Fund. 

• Economic Impact of the Arts 
in South Carolina published. 

• Poetry Out Loud competition started. 

• "Bricks and mortar" funds 
appropriated for first time. 

• "Driven by the Arts" license plate 
unveiled. 

The first decade of the 
millennium was a time for 
both taking stock of the 
status of the arts in South 
Carolina as well as setting 
course for the South Carolina 
Arts Commission's future. 

In celebration of the new 
millennium, the SCAC 
led in the development of 
"Views from the Edge of 
the Century," a statewide 
series of more than 30 art 
exhibitions that lasted from 
early 1999 through 2000. 
Significant funding for 
the series came from the 
NEA ($82,500) and from 
NationsBank ($90,000) with 
pro bono assistance from 
Chernoff/Silver & Associates. 
Also, in 1999, the agency 
published a comprehensive 

review of the first 10 years of the Arts in Basic Curriculum (ABC) 
project and developed strategies, based on the study's findings, to 
advance arts education through the next decade. This landmark 
study was the first step in an ongoing program of research that 
continues to support the development of the ABC Project. 

In 2000, the SCAC organized legislative Arts Caucuses in the Senate 

and the House to inform members of the S.C. General Assembly 
about arts issues and to build legislative support for the arts in South 
Carolina. The annual Arts Advocacy Day, organized by the S.C. Arts 
Alliance, an independent service and advocacy group, became an 
important date on the legislative calendar. Such efforts have made 
South Carolina known nationwide for its arts advocacy efforts. 

The agency's fifth Canvas of the People, part of its strategic 
planning process for 2001-10, showed continued strong support 
of the arts but a significant decline in reported participation, 
compared to the same measure a decade earlier. This finding 
added urgency to a successful major grant request to the Wallace
Reader's Digest Funds (now Wallace Foundation) for support of a 
long-term effort to build public participation in the arts. 

The next year SCAC sponsored a new study by the USC Business 
School that resulted in publication of The Economic Impact of the 
Arts in South Carolina, which showed the arts as a $1.9 billion 
industry supporting 30,000 jobs in South Carolina. Moreover, 
the study demonstrated the strong link between arts and tourism 
in the Palmetto State. The commission used this information as a 
platform for establishing its Cultural Tourism Initiative. 

The agency's second NASAA Innovation Award, recognizing the 
Design Arts Partnership, was presented at the NASAA annual 
conference held, again, in Charleston in 2003. "Thresholds," a 
three-year touring exhibition organized by SCAC and featuring 
works of rei igious expression by artists from five Southeastern 
states, was kicked off in conjunction with this conference. 

In 2006, works of 101 South Carolina artists were featured in the 
SCAC's first major retrospective of the State Art Collection since 1988. 

That year two new literary projects were launched in conjunction 
with the National Endowment for the Arts. "Poetry Out Loud" 
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is a poetry recitation competition 
for high-school students, 
which would grow to 3,500 
participating students in 36 high 
schools by the 2006-07 school 
year. The second initiative, "The 
Big Read," encourages whole 
communities to select, read and 
discuss publically a modern 
American novel. 

Also that year, the SCAC 
was successfu I for the first 
time in obtaining a one-
time appropriation from the 
Legislature for "bricks and 
mortar" grants, supporting 35 
arts faci I ity projects statewide. 

The SCAC closed out its fourth 
decade with a new public 
awareness initiative. In February 
2007, the agency unveiled the 
"Driven by the Arts" license 
plate. Proceeds will be used to 
support arts education projects 
across the state. 

And in spring 2007, as a first 
step into its next decade, the 
agency accepted an invitation 
to join a national initiative, 
Leveraging Investments in 
Creativity (LINC), which aims to 
improve conditions for artists in 
all disciplines. 
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"AN ANALYSIS OF THIS CHAIN OF 

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY REVEALS THE 

BREADTH OF THE ECONOMIC 

LINKAGES CENTERED IN THE 

CULTURAL INDUSTRY. 

ON AVERAGE IN BOTH 2000 
AND 2001, THE ARTS IN SOUTH 

CAROLINA DIRECTLY AND 

INDIRECTLY SUPPORTED $700 
MILLION IN WAGES AND SALARIES, 

30,000 JOBS AND $1.9 BILLION IN 

ECONOMIC IMPACT." 

From: The Economic Impact of the Arts 
in South Carolina, 2002. 
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Earl Robbins 
Indian Head Pot 
1998 
clay 
8 3k" X 11 5/8 " X 10" 
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A 40-year Timeline 
l. 

1967-1968 
Gov. McNair signs law creating the S.C. Arts 
Commission (SCAC). 

David Sennema hired as first executive director. 

SCAC begins to function on Aug. 16, 1967. 

"Arts Letters," the first SCAC newsletter, is born. 

State Art Collection is established. 

1968-1969 
First strategic plan is undertaken. 

Arts Organization Personnel Development 
Program launched. 

1969-1 970 
Arts Calendar created. 

Arts Supervisor post created in State 
Department of Education (with SCAC support). 

197 1-1 972 
Wesley Brustad hired as executive director. 

In-Residence Performing Arts Program started. 

2. 

S.C. Arts Foundation established to support the 
work of SCAC. 

1972-1973 
Gov. John West presents first Governor's Awards 
for Excellence in the Arts. 

Programs launched include: Poets-In
Residence. Film Production Grants, and Historic 
Arts Restoration and Preservation. 

Film Equipment Loan Program established 
(would become the SCAC Regional Media Arts 
Center). 

1973-1974 

Rick George becomes SCAC executive 
director. 

TAP (Total Arts Program), an intensive arts-in
education project, established for Lancaster 
County, Chester and Fort Mill. 

ARTS (Arts Resource Transit Service), a mobile 
artists' studio, visits 24 communities and draws 
more than 100,000 visitors. 

SCORE (S.C. Open Road Ensemble), SCAC's 
touring theatre company (later known as Stage 
South) opens its first season. 

3. 

1974-1975 
Arts in Motion program, a long-term artists
in-residence program designed to promote 
inter-racial communication, established in 
Greenwood and Saluda counties. 

First SCAC Invitational Exhibition, which became 
the Annual Exhibition. 

1975-1976 
State Art Collection tops 100 works. 

Project TAP engages more than 18,000 students 
and teachers in 33 schools. 

1976-1977 
Spoleto USA held for first time in Charleston 
(with support from SCAC). 

Crotts Development Program established to 
preserve such traditional crafts as Catawba 
pottery and sweet grass baskets. 

Arts-in-Motion program moves to Sumter and 
Lee counties. 

First Individual Artist Fellowships awarded. 

"Stop the Butterfly," anthology of student poetry, 
published. 
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1978-1979 
"Artifacts," the agency's tabloid news 
publication, debuts. 

1979-1980 
Scott Sanders becomes SCAC executive 
director. 

First Performing Arts Showcase held. 

First "Canvas of the People" conducted. 

4. 

Governor's Awards for the Arts renamed the 
Elizabeth O'Neill Verner Awards. 

1980-1981 
Regional arts coordinators system established. 

Stage South touring theatre company c losed. 

1981 -1982 
First Artists in Education Conference presented. 

Rural Arts Program (established 1980-81) 
expanded from four to 11 sites. 

"Artifacts" doubles in circulation. 
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5. 

1982-1983 
The State Fi lm Office transferred from SCEN to 
the SCAC. 

"Chiefs," made for N movie, filmed in Chester, 
and "Big Chill" shot in Beaufort. 

1983-1984 
Canvas of the People updated. 

S.C. Film Office transferred to Department of 
Commerce. 

1984-1985 
Dan Wagoner "Dual Home" Dance Residency 
established. 

"Faces of the South" exhibit featuring artsts from the 
Carolinas and Georgia, presented in Rome, Italy. 

"Arts in the Mansion" introduces children 
to noted S.C. artists, hosted at Governor's 
mansion. 

1985-1986 
S.C. Arts Foundation reactivated to encourage 
business support of the arts . 

SCAC Annual Exhibition held in conjunction 
with Columbia's Bicentennial. 

6. 

Task Force on Media Arts convened. 

1986-1987 
Another Canvas of the People held. A 
key outcome is a strong call for better arts 
education in S.C. 

New five-year plan (based on the Canvas) 
adopted by SCAC. 

NEA funds grants for Local Government 
Challenge ($195,000) and Arts in Schools Basic 
Education Planning ($20,000). 

Five S.C. communities participate in Tri-State 
Design Arts Project. 

1987-1988 
SCAC observes its 20th anniversary year with 
fi rst Statewide Conference on the Arts. 

Grant-in-Aid program revised to focus on 
professional arts industry and artists. 

SCAC leads statewide coalition in 
development of the Arts in Basic Curriculum 
(ABC) Plan. 



• 7. 8. 

1988-1989 
SCAC receives three-year NEA grant for Arts in 
Schools Basic Education Implementation. 

··carolina Connections: A National Literary 
Festival for Writers and Readers" held in 
Charleston. 

SCAC exhibits entire State Art Collection during 
opening of S.C. State Museum and publishes 
20-year retrospective catalog. 

1989-1990 
SCAC establishes Hugo Arts Fund and receives 
$100.000 NEA grant to assist artists and arts 
organizations affected by hurricane. Over 
$200.000 is eventually raised and distributed. 

Eleven ABC model sites (schools and school 
districts) established. 

Under Target 2000 education reform legislation. 
S.C. Department of Education funds 56 arts 
education projects. 

Visual Arts & Crafts Fellowship Retrospective 
held. 

1990-1991 
Canvas of the People held. First to include 
extensive research, including public polling 
(USC's S.C. Survey). 

9. 

"Statements of Heritage: Variant American 
Visions " exhibition held at State Museum. 

S.C. is one of eight states to receive pilot 
funding from NEA for rural arts development. 
resulting in "Cultural Visions for Rural 
Communities" plan. 

1991 -1992 
SCAC's 25th anniversary year observances 
include First Triennial Exhibition and Statewide 
Conference on the Arts. 

Ten Year Plan for the Arts in South Carolina, 
7992-2001 published (based on Canvas) . 

First statewide folk arts conference, " Drawing 
from the Well : Honoring South Carolina 's Folk 
Heritage," held. 

First Southeastern Media Institute hosted by 
Regional Media Arts Center. 

1992-1993 
"KY/SC Exchange," an exhibition of Kentucky 
and S.C. artists, held at the State Museum. 

SCAC receives NEA grant for Arts Resource 
Partnerships, supporting collaborations 
between arts institutions and local educators. 

10. 

1993-1994 
SCAC sponsors first statewide Design Arts 
Conference. 

" In South Carolina. Arts Education Means 
Business" multi-media campaign launched. 

SCAC hosts National Assembly of State 
Arts Agencies (NASAA) annual meeting in 
Charleston. 

"Craft of the Carolinas" exhibition held in 
c onjunction with NASAA conferenc e. 

Suzette Surkamer named SCAC executive 
director. 

1994-1995 
First Cultural Visions Leadership Institute 
presented in partnership with the Strom 
Thurmond Institute. 

S.C . Design Arts Partnership (SCAC, S.C. 
Downtown Development Assoc iation and 
Clemson School of Architecture) founded . 

1995-1996 
Thirty-four arts organizations acquire online 
communications capability via first round of SC 
ArtsNet grants. 
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11. 12. 

SCAC web site established, and first voice mail 
system implemented. 

1996-1997 
"KY /SCnyc" presented at the National Arts Club 
in New York City. 

Arts for Better Schools Institute held. focusing on 
positive impact of arts education on general 
school improvement. 

SCANA sponsors a "Celebrate the Arts" bus. 
honoring SCAC's 30th anniversary. 

1997-1998 
QuickStart grant program established to 
provide a fast-track. simplified access to artist 
residencies for un-served schools. 

First S.C. Institute for Community Scholars in the 
Traditional Arts presented with support from 
NEA and the Humanities Council of S.C. 

First "City Arts" exhibition series hosted at 
NationsBank Plaza in Columbia. 

SCAC showcases S.C. arts as part of a Budget 
& Control Board mission to Mainz Trade Show in 
Germany. 

SCAC contracts Dr. Michael Seaman of USC to 
conduct a comprehensive review of ABC Plan 
implementation. 
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13. 

1998-1999 

"Arts Calendar" (now "Arts Daily") launched. in 
partnership with SCEN Radio. 

"Views from the Edge of the Century," a two
year. statewide series of over 30 exhibitions. 
begins. 

New shared staff position to support literary arts 
created in partnership with the State Library 
and the Humanities Council of S.C. 

1999-2000 
SCAC publishes The Arts in Basic Curriculum 
Project: A Ten Year Evaluation. 

ABC Outreach Program begins. in response to 
findings of the ABC Ten Year Evaluation. 

SCAC receives the National Assembly of State 
Arts Agencies' Innovation Award in recognition 
of its role in the ABC Project. 

S.C. Design Arts Partnership presents its first 
Mayors' Institute for Community Design. 

Traditional Arts Apprenticeship program 
launched. 

2000-2001 
Fifth Canvas of the People conducted. 

14. 

The Wallace-Reader's Digest Funds award 
S800,000 for SCAC initiative to build public 
participation in the arts. 

Legislative Arts Caucuses formed in General 
Assembly. 

Inheritance, an anthology of selected stories 
from the S.C. Fiction Project, published in 
collaboration with Hub City Writers Project. 

2001-2002 
SCAC publishes A Long Range Plan for the Arts 
in South Carolina 2001-2010(based on Canvas). 

2002-2003 
SCAC-sponsored study, Economic Impact of 
the Arts in South Carolina, reports that the arts 
are a $1.9 billion industry in the Palmetto State. 

SCAC hosts Statewide Symposium on Arts 
Participation and selects 1 0 arts organizations 
to join a statewide learning community on arts 
participation. 

2003-2004 

SCAC receives its second NASAA Innovation 
Award. in recognition of the S.C. Design Arts 
Partnership, at NASAA annual meeting, again in 
Charleston. 



15. 

"Thresholds" exhibition opens in conjunction with 
NASAA conference, tours through 2006. 

First "Toaster Film Festival" video competition held. 

Regional Media Arts Center closes. 

2004-2005 
Hub City Writers Project. in collaboration with 
SCAC, publishes "Twenty: South Carolina Poetry 
Fellows." 

"Triennial 2004" -the last of the series-opens at 
the State Museum. 

2005-2006 
New grant programs launched: Cultural Tourism, 
Leadership and Organizational Development, 
and American Masterpieces 

First major exhibition of State Art Collection since 
1988 held at Sumter Gallery of Art. 

2006-2007 
First "bricks and mortar" grants awarded by SCAC 
for 35 arts facility projects statewide. 

SCAC unveils "Driven by the Arts" license plates. 

SCAC invited to join national LINC (Leveraging 
Investments in Creativity) initiative to improve 
conditions for artists in all disciplines. 

2008 and Beyond 
For its 40th anniversary year, the 
South Carolina Arts Commission 
adopted the theme, "Marking 40 
Years and Moving Forward." Indeed 
it's doing precisely that. 

In presenting its 2008-09 budget 
request to Gov. Mark Sanford, 
Executive Director Susie Surkamer 
announced that the SCAC was 
preparing a comprehensive initiative 
titled "Honing our Creative Edge: 
Gaining Competitive Advantage for 
South Carolina Through the Arts." 
The document cites such forward 
thinkers as Thomas Friedman, author 
of The World is Flat, and Richard 
Florida, who wrote, Rise of the 
Creative Class. 

Rather than a redirection of past efforts, 
the initiative is firmly grounded in 
the SCAC's 40 years of leadership in 
the arts. Citing economic impact data 
collected by the Moore School of 
Business, University of South Carolina, 
and successes generated by the state's 
Arts in Basic Curriculum Project, the 
SCAC presents a cogent argument 
for enhanced funding of the agency's 
principal initiative for the next decade. 

Goals include: 
• More creative and culturally literate 
students, better prepared to take their 
places as citizens in today's world 
economy, where, according to Friedman, 
" ... the most important attribute you can 
have is creative imagination,"; 
• More culturally engaged and 
creatively competitive communities 
that are attractive to members of the 
"creative class" and the industries that 
cluster around this highly educated and 
mobile workforce; 
• Development of small businesses in the 
creative sector, including cultural tourism 
attractions and micro-enterprises focused 
on interstate export. 

Although the future of any human 
endeavor can never be predicted with 
certainty, there is little doubt that the 
SCAC will continue to fulfill the mission 
outlined in its enabling legislation of 
1967. As Commission Chair Linda Stern 
has noted, that legislation contained "a 
promise to develop all the arts for all the 
people of the state." In its four decades, 
the Commission has done much to honor 
that promise, but the agency continues to 
focus on the work that lies ahead. As Ms. 
Stern wrote, "While we mark the 40-year 
milestone, we continue to move forward, 
ensuring that the next 40 years bring 
more reasons to celebrate." 
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Images used in timeline: o o1 o1 o3s343o ':, __ uth Carolina 

Page 11 
1 . Eleanor Spruill 
Washday 
1967 
watercolor 
17"x 32" 

2. Arthur Rose 
Killer Whale 
1967 
steel 
10Y2"xlO"x32" 

3. Chevis Clark 
Dredge Floats 
1971 
watercolor 
19 Y2" X 25 %" 

Page 12 
4. Jean McWhorter 
Interior with Chairs 
1971 
mixed media 
47 3/.t" X 47 3/.t" 

5. Carl Blair 
Feeling Free- Appalachia 
1977 
polymer on canvas 
48" X 48" 

6.Sam Doyle 
Ad/ode a Slave 
c.1984 
oil & acrylic on plywood 
48" X 36" 

Page 13 
7. William Norris 
Hatchets 
1980 
mixed media 
15"x8"x8Y2" 

8. Linda Williams McCune 
Ede#2 
1981 
mixed media 
52"x 110"x 14" 

9.Sam Wang 
Seascrape 
1983 
si lver gelatin 
14"x 14" 

1 0. Beverly Buchanan 
Red Shacks 
1988 
mixed media 
10%"x6Y4'x5%" 

Page 14 
11 . Deanna Leamon 
Hamlet,NC 
1993 
charcoal 
43 Y4'x61 Y4' 

12. Lee Malerich 
Not Pots 
1999 
hand embroidery on 
pieced fabric 
6"x 9" 

13. Susan Willis 
Brooch 
1990 
enamel & copper w ith gold 
and silver 
4 Y2"x2 Y2"x Y4" 

14. Laura Spong 
Dancing Under the Street 
Light 
2003 
oi l on canvas 
30" X 40" 
South Carolina Arts 
Foundation Purchase Fund 

Page 15 
15. Michael Brodeur 
On the Edge 
1994 
oil on canvas 
56" X 46" 
South Carolina Arts 
Foundation Purchase Fund 

The illustrations in this report come from the S.C. Arts Commission Archives, 
including photos from the State Art Collection. 
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Arts Foundation 
Board of Directors 2007-2008 

Patrick R. VanHuss, 
President 
Debra Timmerman, 
Vice President 
Michel G. Moore. 
Treasurer 
Jennifer M. Whittle, 
Immediate Past 
President 

Gloria M. Bell 
steven Benjamin 
Julie E. Bowers 
Jeffry C. Caswell 
J. Ashley Cooper 
Beryl Dakers 
James M. Dedman. IV 
Chandra Foster 
Caroline Freeman 
Janette Turner 

Hospital 

Helen W. Hughes 
Beryl Jaffe 
Beverly Kaplan 
Kathy Konduros 
Sally Lyles 
J. Michael McCabe 
Sally T. McKay 
Rhett Outten 
Lorin Palmer 
Anne Darby Parker 
Dona Smith 
Donna I. Sorensen 
Undo C. stern 
Leo F. Twiggs 
John Whitehead 
Patricia E. Wilson 

Suzette Surkamer. 
ex officio 
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