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Arts Commission Votes 
To Request Major 
Increase for FY :85 

Grants-In-Aid 
Program 

By 
Scott Sanders, Executive Director 

For the past two years the South Carolina 
Arts Commission has received grant ap
plication requests for over $800,000, but at 
the current level of funding only $300,000 
is available to fund grantees. through this 
particular program. Therefore', at its recent 
meeting on February 2, 1984, the Arts 
Commission voted to submit a request to 
the Senate Finance Commission to allocate 
an additional $300,000 state funds in the 
FY :85 state appropriation to make more 
funds available for grants to South 
Carolina Arts organizations. 

The Arts Commission believes that these 
additional funds are needed in FY :85 to in
crease state support to approximately 95 
arts organizations throughout South 
Carolina which are doing an outstanding 
job of developing the arts in our state. 

Organizational 
Development 

Workshop - April 6 
and 7 

The South Carolina Arts Commission will 
hold a one and a half day Organizational 
Development Workshop in Columbia on 
.'\pril6 and 7, 1984. The workshop leader, 
BlicK- Winfield, will cover internal 
organization structure, which will include 
staff management and fiscal management. 

To register, send $45 per person to the 
South Carolina Arts Commission, 1800 
Gervais Street, Columbia, South Carolina, 
29201. For more information call your 
Regional Coordinator. 

Teacher Incentive 
Grants Awarded For 

1983-84 

The South Carolina Arts Commission 
awards Teacher Incentive Grants to 
applicants who plan an innovative project 
for their school classes. This year, 17 South 
Carolina elementary and secondary 
teachers have received grants ranging ~n 
amounts from $100 to $300 to provide 
special arts programming, purchase sup
plies, and hire arts consultants and 
instructor~,. , ·. · 

Teacher Incentive Grants are used to incor
porate expanded arts activities into the 
regular curriculum by teachers all over the 
state. The projects will be taking place 
between January and May 1984. Debbie 
Cooke of Pickens High School and Diana 
Anderson of Spring Valley High School, 
Columbia, are collaborating on a project 
titled, "Rural and Urban Regional Textile 
Arts Exchange". The project involves a 
trip to each school by sixteen Pickens and 
sixteen Spring Valley students. Activities 
include attending school arts classes, art
related classes and workshops, touring of 
textile mills, and exhibiting student textile 
art in the schools' libraries and fine arts 
center. 

Also included in the Arts Commission's 
Teacher Incentive Grants for 1983-84 is a 
project by Carol F. Garber of McCormick 
Elementary School titled, "Big Things, 
Small Things-All Things". The project 
involves seven small school districts in 
Greenwood, McCormick, Abbeville, and 
Edgefield counties. Six students' art works 
are submitted into a juried traveling art 
show which is shared among the seven 
schools for one week each between the 
months of March and May. She was 
awarded a grant to provide funds for 
printing, postage, supplies, juror fees, rib
bons, and the exhibitions. 

April, May, June 1984 

Another Teacher Incentive Grant was 
awarded to Miss Esther Holten, Mrs. 
Audrey Wallace, and Mrs. Frances Ander
son from Lake Forest Elementary School 
in Greenville county for their project, 
''Colonial Crafts''. Integrating the arts into 
a social studies curriculum, the fifth grade 
faculty intends to bring local artists and 
craftsmen to the school who are 
knowledgeable in colonial crafts to guide 
the children in "hands-on" experiences. 
The children will learn techniques of apple 
and dowel spinning, yarn dying, rug
braiding, basketry, dulcimer playing, and 
pottery-making as well as many other 
aspects of colonial life from qualified area 
artists. 

Other 1983-84 Teacher Incentive Grant 
Award winners are: Jennie Purvis Band, 
A.C. Flora High School in Columbia; 
Karen Mixon, Airport High School in West 
Columbia; Timothy M. Fensch, Anderson 
Primary School in Kingstree; Jane C. 
Haynes, E.P. Todd Elementary in Spartan
burg; Martha McAlhaney, Lyon Street 
Elementary School in Columbia; Eleanor 
Bainbridge, Manning Primary Elementary 
in Manning; Kathe H. Harris, Mary H. 
Wright Elementary School in Spartanburg; 
Wilhemina Gadsden, Memminger Elemen
tary in Charleston; Catherine T. Stalk, 
North Augusta Senior High School in 
North Augusta; Jean Allman, Mullins 
Junior High School in Mullins; Marcia 
Hammett, Tamasee-Salem High School in 
Salem; Mary Lynn Crapps, Travelers Rest 
Elementary School in Travelers Rest; and 
Stacey E. Morris, Westview Elementary 
School in Goose Creek. 

Through the efforts of many volunteers 
and with the 1983-84 Teacher Incentive 
Awards, many projects will be successful 
in providing better arts programs for the 
secondary and elementary classrooms. The 
South Carolina Arts Commission offers 
many programs which can be tailored to 
a school or school districts' needs. For fur
ther information about the Teacher Incen
tive Program for 1984-85 and other educa
tion programs, contact your R~gional Arts 
Coordinator. 



The 1984 Annual Exhibition Is 
Critical Success 

The South Carolina Arts Commission has 
purchased 32 works of art by I3 South 
Carolina artists for the South Carolina 
State Art Collection. Many works purchas
ed by the Arts Commission are selected by 
the South Carolina State Art Collection 
Acquisitions Committee from the Arts 
Commission's Annual Exhibition which 
was exhibited through March 9, I984, in 
Rudolph E. Lee Gallery, Clemson 
University. The juried exhibition featured 
a wide selection of South Carolina artists' 
works and was curated by a recognized out
of-state juror in the Visual Arts field, who 
selected the works to be included in the 
show. 

Peter Morrin, curator of 20th Century Art 
at the High Museum, Atlanta, juried the 
I984 Annual Exhibition. Mr. Morrin has 
worked at the Fogg Museum, Harvard and 
the Washington University Art Gallery, 
and was a research fellow at the National 
Museum of American Art, Smithsonian In
stitute. He has an A.B. Degree cum laude 
form Harvard College and a M.F.A. from 
Princeton University and the Institute of 
Contemporary Art in Boston. 

On February 13, 1984, the opening recep
tion, announcement of purchase awards, 
and lecture by Peter Morrin were held in 
Lee Hall Auditorium in Clemson. Mr. 
Morrin compared the Annual Exhibition 
works with the works of other nationally 
known artists who perhaps influenced the 
South Carolina artists. 

"To be an artist in the South is to be an 
eccentric - to exist without the hope of be
ing accepted. A southern artist is a colonial 
- one who looks for approval in the 
capitol art world (New York) and hopes for 
approval in the capitol that sets the stan
dard." "The South Carolina Annual Ex
hibition," according to Mr. Morrin, 
''means that the siege of colonialism of the 
artist is coming to an end." 

Mr. Morrin characterized the South 
Carolina Annual Exhibition, as a whole, 
as the beginning of an independence and 
the end of the idiosyncracies of southern 
art. He compared the works of several 
artists with the complex order and break
ing down of order and the establishment 
of pattern and the disruption of pattern 
that is seen in the works of some national
ly known artists like Frank Stella. Morrin 
saw "a creative eclecticism, a Post
Modernism, and conscious relationship to 
cubism's campy humor." The South 
Carolina artists used "new color and an 
overt use of patterning, but they looked to 
the past." By freeing the abstract one artist 
acquired a "symphony of time and color 
with ghostlike creatures for an art that 
accompanies narration." "I'm seeing the 
influence of folk art," stated Morrin, 
"which is strong in South Carolina. I see 
a lushness of color which reflects the 
warmth of the environment and a tendancy 
toward narrative styles - a storytelling 
tradition in art." 

Arts Commission 
Small Grants Deadlines 

The Small Grants category of the Grants 
in Aid Program provides support to small 
or pilot arts activities, new or developing 
programs or organizations, and to special 
projects of high artistic quality that can
not be self-supporting. Applications will be 
reviewed and allocated on the following 
schedule: 

Projects occurring: Due: 

July-September, 1984 May I5, I984 
October-December, I984 August I5, 1984 
January-March, 1985 November 15, 1984 
April - June, I985 February I5, I985 

A I : I match is required. Small grants 
awarded will not exceed a Commission 
match of $750 and will have a minimum 
of $IOO. Ticket Subsidy will remain at $200 
for a single event and $400 for a series. 
Priority of funding will be given to projects 
that have not previously been funded and 
to applicants that are not major grant 
recipients. 

For more specific information related to 
the Small Grants category, call or write 
your Regional Arts Coordinator. 

1985 Annual Exhibition Scheduled 
The I985 South Carolina Arts Commission Annual Exhibition is scheduled for December 1, I984- January 18, 1985 at the Gib
bes Art Gallery in Charleston. The deadline for submitting slides by visual, crafts and media artists will be September 7, I984. 
The Prospectus will be available in May, 1984. To obtain a Prospectus, please fill out (print or type) the form below and return 
to: Annual Exhibition Prospectus, SC Arts Commission, 1800 Gervais Street, Columbia, SC 29201. 

ANNUAL EXHIBITION 

INDIVIDUAL 
Last Name First Name MI 

ADDRESS 
Permanent Mailing Address 

Mailing Address Continued 

CITY _____________________________________ STATE ___________________ ZIP 

SC COUNTY _____________________ PHONE 
Area Code -- Phone Number 

ARTS CATEGORY: Discipline. _________________________ _ Medium-----------..-~--

BIRTHDATE ______ SC RESIDENT SINCE _____ SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBE~'----~--



S.C. Selects A New 
Poet Laureate 

by Steve Lewis 

It's not every day that a state names a new 
Poet Laureate - often not even every ten 
years. But the State of South Carolina is 
now officially searching for a new Poet 
Laureate, following the recent death of 
Helen Von Kolnitz Hyer, who held the post 
from 1974 until November, 1983. 

The appointing of a poet laureate - in 
South Carolina, - is something that only 
the Governor can do, but he gets a great 
deal of help from the citizenry, specifically 
from the committee he has appointed to 
scour the State in search of a new chief 
bard, and from the South Carolina Arts 
Commission, appointed by the Governor 
to administer the Laureate search. 

Chairing the committee is Glenn Hilliard 
of Greenville, president of Liberty Life 
Insurance Company and chairman the 
board of the Governor's School for the 
Arts. Serving on the committee are James 
Dickey, novelist and poet-in-residence at 
the University of South Carolina; Dr. 
Robert Hill, poet, professor of English at 
Clemson University, and co-editor of 
South Carolina Review; Charleen Swansea, 
a poet and publisher from Sullivan's 
Island; and Dr. Harry Faggett, also a poet, 
and professor of English at South Carolina 
State College. 

The selection committee, aside from 
making its recommendation of whom to 
appoint to the post, will also be dealing 
with numerous other issues relating to the 
poet laureate position. For instance, the 
position currently carries a stipend of $1200 
but has no official duties attached. The 
Committee will recommend which, if any, 
duties should be required of poet laureate,, 
as well as what the criteria should be for 
selecting the poet, and what the process 
should be for accepting nominations. Of 
course the Committee will set its own 
timeline for the nomination and decision 
process; however, they will plan to make 
a recommendation to the Governor as soon 
as possible. Inquiries should be directed to 
the South Carolina Arts Commission, 1800 
Gervais Street, Columbia, South Carolina, 
29201. 

Rural Arts Sites Bursting With 
Arts Events 

With nearly all the Rural Arts Sites Pro
grams underway, the variety and quality of 
the events are indeed impressive. From 
workshops in printmaking to the Charlotte 
Opera, from Alvin Ailey Repertory Dance 
Company to clay and metalsmithing, 
children of all ages are seeing and hearing, 
molding and shaping artistic awareness on 
many levels. 

In February the Berkeley County Rural 
Arts Council was the starting place for the 
five week national tour of the duo-pianists, 
Delphin and Romain. Colleton Rural Arts 
will program clay, folk music a woodwind 
quintet, visual arts, and mime for schools 
throughout the county. The Colleton 
County Rice Festival will be held Aprill3, 
14, and 15, with Rural Arts Funds suppor
ting the arts and mime portion of the 
festival. 

The Marion County Museum sponsoring 
the Rural Arts Program in Marion County 
will host the ILU African Drums Ensemble 
in the schools, part of a tour of the ILU 
Ensemble through Georgetown, Williams
burg, and Marion County. Also appearing 
for the Afro-American History Obser- · 
vances events in Marion County will be the 
Charleston African Dance Ensemble. The 
counties of Saluda, Charleston, 
Williamsburg, Clarendon, Oconee, 
Pickens, Calhoun, Newberry, Anderson, 
and Batesburg-Leesville Rural Arts are all 
experiencing broad arts programming. 
Rural Committees have been responding 
positively to the Arts Commission's Com
munity Arts Development Workshops ses
sions and the results are beginning to show. 
As the Rural Arts Program goes into the 
fifth year the impact is encouraging and 
will continue to deepen in counties as the 
involvement in the Rural Arts Program 
continues. 

South Carolina To Host National Arts 
Conference In Charleston June 6-8 

The National Assembly of Local Arts Dr. John R. McCall, a clinical psychologist 
Agencies Annual Convention is designed to will address the subject of stress manage
provide participants with information, ment at the Thursday sit-down luncheon. 
skills, and opportunities for peer interac- He will share his knowledge and experience 
tion through a series of well planned in this area and offer suggestions as to how 
workshops, panels, and case studies, and arts administrators can better handle their 
a line-up of high level professional featured own stress in performance of their work. 
speakers. 

The three primary subject areas which will 
be covered are: 

1. Professional Development for the 
Individual, the Local Arts Agency, and 
the Field. 

2. Arts Education- How local arts agen
cies can assist in establishing com
prehensive arts education programs in 
their own communities. 

3. Festivals - Learning and experiencing 
what it takes to make one work. 

The special guest speaker, Francis J. M. 
Hodson, National Endowment for the Arts 
Chairman, will address NALAA conven
tion attendees during the opening session 
at the convention. The chairman will 
review the Endowment's Five Year Plan 
and its implications for local arts agencies. 

Convention Registration Fees are: 

Before May 1, 1984 
NALAA Members $125 
Second NALAA Member Organization 

Representatives $115 
Non-members $155 

After May 1, 1984 
NALAA Members $150 
Second NALAA Member Organization 
Representatives $140 
Non-members $180 

The convention will be headquartered at 
the Francis Marion Hotel in downtown 
Charleston. Special hotel rates will be 
available to NALAA Convention par
ticipants at the Francis Marion - $48 single 
or double. For more information or to 
receive a registration packet, contact the 
NALAA office at 1785 M1j.Ss.achusetts 
Ave., N.W., Suite 413, Washington, D.C. 
20036, or call (202) 483-8670. 



Watercolor Exhibition 
During Spoleto 1984! 

The South Carolina Coastal Council will 
sponsor a Watercolor Exhibition May 
25-June 10 at the Charleston City Museum. 
Artists who are interested in submitting 
entries should send $10 for entry fee and 
no more than two (2) 35mm slides to: 
Coastal Watercolor Exhibition, 19 Hagood 
Avenue, Charleston, South Carolina, 
29403. 

The postmark deadline for pre-selection of 
slides is April 6. Works to be juried have 
to represent or depict a South Carolina 
coastal or low-country scene. Selected 
entries have a size requirement of between 
200 and 1 ,600 square inches and must be 
framed, ready for hanging. Accepted en
tries will be notified on April20. This com
petition offers first, second, and third place 
cash awards and a $500 purchase award. 

Entry blanks can be obtained by calling the 
Charleston Coastal Council office at 
792-5808. 

Rural Arts Program 
Announces On-Site 

Technical Assistance 
Program 

To enhance the existing technical assistance 
to the Rural Arts sites, the Rural Arts Pro
gram will supply on-site consultants to help 
the many individual arts needs of rural site 
committees. 

The development of ever increasing 
awareness of professional approaches to 
administering the arts on a local level con
tinues to be a major goal of the South · 
Carolina Arts Commission's Rural Arts 
Program. 

Rural sites have already requested specific 
on-site assistance in the areas of organiza
tional structure, fundraising, audience 
development and publicity. The Technical 
Assistance Program will be designed to 
serve both short-term and long-term 
developmental needs. The program is 
slated to begin April1984 and continue into 
the next fiscal year. South Carolina Arts 
Commission Coordinators will be working 
closely with their rural sites to determine 
the directions for their individual on-site 
consultant programs. 

Jazzfest '84! 

Jazz fans take note!! On Saturday, May 19 
WWDM fm-Stereo will officially welcome 
Columbia's first, outdoor jazz festival in 
the Capital City Ballpark, corner of 
Assembly Street and Dreyfuss Road. Spon
sored by Harbison Foundation, JAZZ
FEST '84 is a seven hour extravaganza 
featuring performers of local, regional and 
national reputation. The fun begins at 
noon! For ticket information please 
contact Harbison Foundation at 781-7970 
after May 1. 

Harbison Foundation is grateful for the 
technical assistance and support received 
for this program from the S.C. Arts Com
mission and the National Endowment for 
the Arts. 

Black Arts 
Coalition News 

By 
Princess Wilson 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Black History month was celebrated in 
February by dozens of organizations, 
churches, clubs and campuses. Exhibits 
and performances highlighted the talents of 
black artists. 

The USC-Lancaster student organization 
B.A.G. (Black Awareness Group), 
featured Columbia artist - Tarleton 
Blackwell, the USC Gospel choir "A 
Touch of Faith", and Drink Small "The 
Blues Doctor". Beryl Dakers, of ETV 
"Arts the Thing" hosted an interview with 
Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee after their USC 
performance. The educational television 
program also featured Fanta Ade of the 
Charleston African Dance Ensemble, 
Princess Wilson, story-teller and Kitty 
Wilson, vocalist, accompanied by Deloris 
Shropshire. 

LaCECE, the Lancaster County Education 
and Cultural Enrichment League had three 
South Carolina black artists' work on ex
hibit: Lillie Byas-basket weaver, Dr. Leo 
Twiggs-batiks, and Bob Williams
photography. 

The Springs Mills traveling exhibit was on 
display at the I.P. Stanback Museum on 
the S.C. State Campus. Dr. Leo Twiggs has 
a batik piece called "Summer Song" in
cluded in the traveling show. 

Attention Rural Arts 
Sites! End of Year 

Evaluation and FY :85 
Subgrant Proposals 

Coming Up! 
By April 15 evaluations for this program
ming year will be sent to all sites. If your 
rural arts site is considering a subgrant for 
fiscal:85, the time to submit the subgrant 
proposal will be at the same time as the 
completed evaluation form. Both evalua
tion of rural programs for FY:84 and 
FY :85 subgrant proposals will be due at the 
South Carolina Arts Commission office by 
June 1, 1984. 

Coordinators will review evaluation and 
subgrant proposals during the month of 
June and approval of subgrant proposals 
and amounts of funding for the South 
Carolina Arts Commission directly 
managed sites will be announced by July 
1. This early bird approach to the funding 
process for subgrant and direct sites will 
enable rural sites to have all fiscal infor
mation concerning their Rural Arts Pro
grams by August 1, 1984. 

Greenville Hosts Arts 
Festival 

This Mother's Day Weekend, come swing 
into spring with the 1984 Greenville Arts and 
Leisure Festival, opening at 6:30 p.m., 
Friday, May 11 and closing Sunday, May 13 
at 9:00 p.m. The enlarged site of the 
Festival will be located at the intersection of 
Main and College in four directions, 
anchored by four hot air balloons, offering 
rides for all takers. There will be children's 
activities, participatory events for adults, 
exotic and down-home foods and special 
performances, including the Greenville 
Symphony, Carolina Ballet Theatre, major 
performing artists, both professional and 
semi-professional and an expanded film and 
video segment, including segments of the 
University of South Carolina's Movietone 
Newsreel Collection. During the Festival 
winners of the Roger C. Peace Creative 
Writing Competition will be announced and 
the premiere issue of the new literary 
magazine, THE EMRYS JOURNAL, will 
be unveiled. The Festival is fri!e"and open 
to the public! 



Acquisitions Committee 
Makes Purchases 

1983 Verner Award Recipients Announced 

From the Arts Commission's Annual 
Exhibition the Acquisitions Committee, 
charged with the responsibility for purchas
ing and managing pieces for the State Art 
Collection, selected these 1984 purchases: 
a basket by Suzanne Rebecca Abrams of 
Greenville; an oil painting by Albin L. 
Beyer of Aiken; a mixed media work by 
Mark S. Chevalier of Columbia; an oil 
pastel drawing by Sydney A. Cross of 
Pendleton; a color xerox and ink by James 
F. Edwards of Columbia; a pastel on paper 
by Henry J. Fagen, Jr. of Spartanburg; a 
16mm film by Jan Millsapps of Columbia; 
a color photograph by David S. Moore of 
Columbia; an oil by Matt L. Overend of 
Smoaks; and a colored pencils and water
color work by Gunars Strazdins of 
Columbia. In addition, the Committee 
solicits works on a regular basis each year 
through the recommendations of Commit
tee members, and through an ongoing call 
for works produced by South Carolina 
artists. Along with the purchases from the 
Annual Exhibition, an oil painting by 
William Halsey of Charleston, a suite of 
20 prints by Bob Hunter of Greenville, and 
a mixed media construction by Maggie 
McMahon of Hartsville were also acquired 
for the State Art Collection. The Commit
tee also accepted a gift from Apple Com
puters, Inc. of a video by Ridley Scott. 

The South Carolina State Art Collection 
has served as an archive for the arts in 
South Carolina since its establishment in 
1967 . The 254 pieces currently in the Col
lection are curated and toured throughout 
the state by the South Carolina Museum 
Commission. Arrangements for exhibitions 
from the State Art Collection may be made 
by contacting the South Carolina Museum 
Commission, P.O. Box 11296, Columbia, 
South Carolina, 29211, (803) 758-8197. 

Elizabeth O'Neill Verner Award recipients 
have been selected by the Arts Commission 
to receive this year's Governor's Awards. 
The 1983 award winners are: Harlan Ewart 
McClure, Dean of College of Architecture, 
Clemson University, Arts in Education 
Award; Lancaster County Council of the 
Arts, Arts Organization Award; National 
Bank of South Carolina, Business Award; 
South Carolina Wildlife and Marine 
Resources Department, with Special Com
mendation to SC Wildlife Magazine, 
Government Award; and Theodore Stern, 
Charleston, Individual Award. 

Artists In Education 

The Artists in Education Program is a 
special resource for a variety of sponsor
ing organizations: schools, museums, 
libraries, and other educational settings. 

Professional artists in visual, literary, 
media or performing arts are selected for 
residencies that may last from 1 week to 32 
weeks. The artists work with participants 
(students, teachers, community groups) to 
encourage innovative, on-going and ac
cessible programs and to add to the ex
periences of creative expression. 

Application for the 1984-85 Artists in 
Education Program should be submitted 
by May 1, 1984. 

If you are interested in more information 
about the program or would like to receive 
an application, call or write your Regional 
Arts Coordinator. 

Deadlines 
S.C. Committee for the Humanities 

Deadlines for receipt of major grant 
applications to be reviewed in 1984 are as 
follows: 

Application received by: 

June 15 
September 15 

Will be reviewed on 

July 20 

October 19 

Planning and mini-grant applications 
received by the first of each month will be 
reviewed by the end of that month. 

Proposals in the new program area, 
Humanities in the Schools, are to be sub
mitted by the same deadlines as for major 
grants, using the same application forms . 

The Elizabeth O'Neill Verner Awards are 
presented annually for outstanding con
tributions and achievement in the arts in 
our state. The awards are named for 
Elizabeth O'Neill Verner, the late 
Charleston-based artist whose etchings and 
pastels received international acclaim. Each 
recipient receives a cast bronze statue by 
noted South Carolina artist Jean 
McWhorter. The awards presentation is 
scheduled for May in the House Chambers 
of the State House followed by a reception 
at the Governor's Mansion. 

Visual Artist Forums 

The South Carolina Arts Commission will 
be closing its 1983/84 season of the Visual 
Artist Forums with presentations provid
ed by realist painter Janet J. Fish and 
sculptor Mary Miss. 

Janet Fish will present her forum on 
Sunday, April 8 at the Columbia Museum 
of Art. The forum for artists is scheduled 
at 10 a.m. and a public lecture/reception 
will be held at 3 p.m. Ms. Fish's paintings 
are part of the collections of the Whitney, 
Dallas Museum of Art, Minnesota 
Museum of Art, and the National Gallery 
of Victoria. 

Mary Miss will present her forum on 
Monday, April 30, at the Gibbes Art 
Gallery, Charleston. The forum for artists 
is scheduled at 3 p.m. and the public lec
ture/reception will be held at 8 p.m. Ms. 
Miss is a creator of sculptured environ
ments/ site constructions specifically 
designed for their locales - from museum 
court-yards to corn fields. She has ex
hibited at the Whitney and Guggenheim, 
among others. 

For further information, please contact the 
Visual Artist Forums sponsors directly: Dr. 
Nina Parris, Curator, Columbia Museums, 
1112 Bull Street, Columbia, S.C. 29202, 
799-2810; Paul Figueroa, Gibbes Art 
Gallery, 135 Meeting Street, Charleston, 
S.C., 722-2706. 

The Visual Artist Forums are sponsored in 
part by the National Endowment for the 
Arts. 



Coming Attractions on 
The 1984-85 Stage South 

Youth Tour 

October 22 - November 16, 1984 
Dan Butterworth and His Marionettes -
Pascoag, R.I. - Dancing, prancing, sashay
ing down the aisles (or sometimes even sit
ting on your head)-these performing 
marionettes (and their master puppeteer) 
have been known to cast a spell on an un
suspecting audience. 
Artists fee: $340 Sponsor fee: $170 

January 21 - January 25, 1985 
Charleston Brassworks - Charleston, S.C. 
Trumpet, French Hom, Trombone, _ Bass 
Trombone. Sometimes hauntingly beautiful, 
oftimes bold and brassy, the joyous music 
of the Charleston Brassworks swings from 
the intricate melodies of Bach to the stirring 
sounds of a Sousa march. 
Artists fee: $250 Sponsor fee: $125 

January 28 -February 15, 1985 
Chuck Davis and the African-American 
Dance Emsemble- Durham, N,C. 
Barefoot Dancers in colored dashikis, white
robed drummers playing instruments ringed 
with bright shiny beads, clapping and 
rhythmic African chanting-This stirring 
spectacle is unlike any you've ever seen. 
Artists fee: $390 Sponsor fee: $195 

Founder's Festival 
The Charles Towne Landing's Founders 
Festival, an Arts & Crafts Festival, will 
take place APRIL 7 & 8, 1984. Festival 
hours will be 9:00 a.m.-5:00p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday. 

The festival will include juried arts and 
crafts (with awards), a non-juried arts and 
crafts section for non-professionals, and 
lots of musical entertainment. Participants 
are encouraged to dress in keeping with the 
theme of Founders Festival, which 
celebrates the founding of South Carolina 
in 1670 at Charles Towne. 

YOUTH TOUR '84 

Mayfest 84! 
Columbia Action Council joyfully an
nounces the dates for Mayfest 84. This year's 
two-day event is scheduled for Friday and 
Saturday, May 4 and 5. The Columbia 
Museum is participating by presenting a 
Juried and Open Arts and Crafts Show that 
last year was attended by over 175,000 
people. Mayfest attendees will be treated to 
a multi-event celebration that includes: The 
Street Dance, International Foods, the 
Columbia Gty Ballet, Greek Dancers, Stroll
ing Minstrels, Scottish Dancers, Columbia 
Lyric Opera, Columbia Dance Theatre, 
Local Theatre Productions, Mimes/Clowns, 
Scarecrow Workshop, Face Painting, Col
umbia Music Festival Association's Annual 
Costume Sale, Arts in the Schools, State 
House Displays, Artist Series Porch Sale, 
Antique Car Show, South Carolina Second 
Regiment. 

UPDATE CODE 

INDIVIDUAL: __________________________________________ __ 
Last Name First Name MI 

ORGANIZATION: 
Name 

ORGANIZATION: 
Contact Person Name 

ORGANIZATION: 
Contact Person Title 

February 25 - March 22, 1985 ADDRESS: 
Plexus Mime Theatre - Tacoma Park, Md. Permanent Mailing Address 
What do they do? Everything. Who would 
you compare them to? No one. Rib-tickling, Mailing Address Continued 
side-splitting, hair-raising, unconventional. 
Artists fee: $370 Sponsor fee: $185 CITY: STATE: _______ ZIP: ______ _ 

March 25 - 29, 1985 
The New York Camerata - New York City 
Piano, Violin, Cello, Flute and Voice. Dazzl
ing the New York critics at every tum, 
there's no group quite like this quintet of 
virtuosi .. a source of varied and surprising 
programs exploring unusual combinations 
and little-known musical delights. 
Artists fee: $470 Sponsor fee: $235 

The Stage South Youth Tour participants are 
subsidized by the Arts Commission for one
half of the Sponsor fee listed, per perfor
mance. Call your Regional Arts Coordinator 
for more information on booking this tour 
now. 

SC COUNTY: __________________ _ PHONE: ________________ _ 
Area Code - Phone Number 

I am particularly interested in sponsoring the following groups: 
Groups Dates Wanted 
___ Dan Butterworth and His Marionettes 

(10/22-11/16/84) 

___ Charleston Brassworks 
(1/21-25/85) 

___ Chuck Davis and the African-American Dance 
(1/28-2/15/85) 

___ Plexus Mime Theatre 
(2/18-3/15/85) 

___ The New York Camerata 
(3/25-3/29/85) 

Please return form to: State South Youth Tour, 1800 Gervais St., Columbia, S.C. 29201 



National Endowment for the Arts 
Lycals Test Program - First Round Grants 

Grantet~ Grant 
Mayor's Commission on the 
Arts, 9enver, CO $150,000 

Durham Arts Council 
I Durham, N.C. $150,000 

Fulton County Arts Council 
Atlanta, Ga. $150,000 

Department of Cultural 
Affairs 
New York, N.Y. $200,000 

Council for the Arts in 
Westchester, Inc. 
White Plains, N.Y. $150,000 

Resource Book 
A new resource book, Building for the 
Arts: A Guidebook for the Planning and 
Design of Cultural Facilities, has just been 
published by the Western States Arts Foun
dation in Santa Fe, New Mexico. Useful 
for arts organizations, building commit
tees, planners, architects and other 
designers, the 272 page book is available 
at the special price of $13.95 . 

The book was researched and produced 
with funds from the Western States Arts 
Foundation and the Design Arts Program 
of the National Endowment for the Arts. 

Building for the Arts may be ordered 
through its distributor, the Publishing 
Center for Cultural Resources, 625 
Broadway, New York, New York, 10012, 
for $13.95 postpaid. 

I 
~eport On Tax 

C~eckoff For The 
Arts 

The National Assembly of State Art Agen
cies recently published the paper Report on 
Tax Checkoff for the Arts, by Lois 
Fishman. To date, Oregon, Alabama and 
Louisiana are the only states that have 
adopted a tax checkoff. Several other 
states, however , have been reviewing the 
idea. In this new report, Ms. Fishman 
reviews! how the current three tax checkoff 
schemes are working and provides 
background information as to how they 
came about. NASAA has a limited number 
of copies of the report. If you wish to 
receive pne, please contact: NASAA, 1010 
Vermop t Ave., NW, Suite 316, 
Washilljgton, DC 20005 (202) 347-6352. 

Grantee Grant 
Alabama State Council on the 
Arts and Humanities 
Montgomery, Al. 

State of Louisiana, Division 
of the Arts 
Baton Rouge, La. 

Nebraska Arts Council 
Omaha, Ne. 

Ohio Arts Council 
Columbus, Oh. 

Oregon Arts Commission 
Salem, Or. 

Wisconsin Arts Board 
Madison, Wi. 

Totals 

$150,000 

$400,000 

$150,000 

$200,000 

$150,000 

$150,000 
$2,000,000 

Legislative Update 
Volunteer Mileage Deduction 
Content: Several bills, S1579 and HR2697, 
would permit volunteers to deduct, for the 
use of their cars in carrying out volunteer 
activity, the same mileage rate used in com
puting the business expense deduction 
(which is presently 20 cents). S1167 takes 
a similar approach by permitting a deduc
tion of 20 cents per mile, basing the rate 
on the amount that Government employees 
receive for use of their vehicles on govern
ment business. 

Bill #and Sponsors: S1167, Durenberger 
(R-MN), April27, 1983,7 co-sponsors, to 
Committee on Finance; S1579 Armstrong 
(R-CO), June 29, 1983, to Committee on 
Finance; HR2697, Mikulski (D-MD), April 
21 , 1983, 72 cosponsors, to Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

Status: Hearings were held August 1, 1983 
on S1579 in the Subcommittee on Taxation 
and Debt Management of the Senate and 
Finance Committee. 

Prospects: Senator Armstrong is optimistic 
and plans to offer S1579 in the first tax bill 
that comes up in 1984. Senator 
Duren berger continues to be strongly sup
portive. Representative Mikulski, a key 
backer, is less optimistic. 

N .B. Seven states have enacted State 
Volunteer Mileage Deduction laws (AR, 
CO, IA, MD, NC, CA & KY). Independent 
Sector (IS) has developed a packet of 
materials to encourage enactment of state 
level volunteer mileage deduction laws. 
Contact Peggy Marcheggiani, Independent 
Sector, 1828 L St., NW, Washington, DC 
20036 for a copy. 

Insurance For 
Volunteers 

Safeco Insurance Companies has estab
lished a new coverage to improve insurance 
protection for volunteers working with 
charitable and community service 
organizations. Entitled ''Volunteer 
America," the coverage provides in
dividual property and liability insurance 
and is designed to cover gaps in basic 
homeowners liability insurance for active 
volunteers. , 

"Volunteer America" covers policy
holders working with a wide range of non
profit and community service organizations 
and was created for volunteers who may 
not have insurance protection through their 
volunteer organizations or who want 
separate coverage. 

For further information, contact Ronald 
Schlattman, Vice President for Personal 
Lines, Safeco Insurance Companies, 
Safeco Plaza, Seattle, WA 98185. 

National Endowment 
For The Arts 

Grant Deadlines 
MUSEUMS (202) 682-5442 
July 2, 1984 
Utilization of Museum Resources 
Catalogue 
Visiting Specialists 

October 1, 1984 
Conservation 
Collection Maintenance 
Visiting Specialists 

January 7, 1985 
Museum Training 
Fellowship for Museum Professionals 
Museum Sabbaticals 
Visiting Specialists 

MUSIC (202) 682-5445 
May 31, 1984 
Presenters: 

Chamber/New Music 
Solo Recitalists 
Jazz 
Festivals 
Multi-Music 

THEATER (202) 682-5425 

April 10, 1984 
Fellowship: 

Playwrights 
Translators 



The University of South Carolina 
McKissick Museum Schedule 

Phone Changelt 
Arts Development Division Phone ~hange: 

APRIL 

1983 Association of American University 
Presses Book Show 
April 9 - April 23 
The 37 books selected for this exhibit 
reflect the rich variety of research and 
scholarly activity associated with major 
universities. 

McKissick at Noon 
April19 
Presentation by the Department of Music. 

The World of Atget: The Art of Old Paris 
April 24 - June 3 

Wayne Carr: Life Under the Sea 
April 24 - July 12 
From timid clown fish clinging to coral 
reefs to graceful sharks slicing through the 
sea, Wayne Carr produces memorable im
ages of a world seldom seen. These 
photographs by the Columbia, South 
Carolina, native show the incredible shapes 
and colors hidden beneath the sea. 

Visual Dramas: Prints by Thomas Seawell 
April 27 - June 8 
Complex visual images are presented in 
these screen prints by State University of 
New York professor and former South 
Carolina resident Thomas Seawell. 

MAY 

St. Helena Island: In Search of a Heritage 
May 11 - June 29 
The architectural heritage of one of South 
Carolina's low country sea islands is 
preserved in the photographs of Rodger · 
Manley and the words of author and 
Mayesville resident, Edith Dabbs. 

Charitable Deduction 
Begins To Count 

Starting this year, non-itemizers can deduct 
$75 for charitable contributions - a big 
jump from the $25 maximum of the past 
two years. At this new level, it behooves 
fundraisers and voluntary organizations to 
bring the deduction to the attention of cur
rent and potential contributors. 

Even better news: the deduction will rise 
to 500fo of all contributions in 1985 and 
100% in 1986- assuming, of course, that 
Congress does not impose a cap or freeze, 
as was attempted last year. 

JUNE 

Art in Designed Environments in the 
Netherlands 
June 14- August 15 
Dutch environments as transformed by art 
are illustrated in this exhibition focusing on 
the aesthetic and enjoyable quality of these 
spaces, as well as how these artists, 
architects, planners, government officials 
and the public work together in the design 
process. 

D-Day: The War and the World in 1944 
June 6 - December 3 
1944 was a year of dramatic turning points 
in world history. June 6, 1984, marks the 
40th anniversary of the Allied invasion of 
Europe during World War II. A 
Movietonews exhibition opening on that 
date will feature a review of D-Day and 
will also present newsreels and 
photographic stills illuminating other 
major events of the year 1944. 

Eberlein/Graphik 
June 17 - July 30 
Prints by German printmaker Klaus 
Eberlein. Known for his illustrations as 
well as for individual prints, this artist 
creates landscapes from both nature and 
fantasy. 

Effective April 9, all Regional Artf Coor
dinators can be reached at one qumber: 
758-7810. 758-7942 will be dedic

1

ated to 
Media Arts Center staff. , 

! 

I 
Congratulations 

Melba Myres, poet from North Charleston, 
has had her collection of intimate poems 
"Naked Emotions" published. Myres 
received a B.A. in English from Claflin 
College in 1978 and a M.A. from S.C. 
State College in Rehabilative Counseling. 

Apple Computer 
Company Grants 

The Apple Computer Community Affairs 
grant program has introduced a new arts 
category. Nonprofit arts groups with 
budgets of less than $500,000 per year are 
eligible to apply for free personal computer 
systems, software and special training in 
computer technology. For complete details 
and written information contact Ms. 
Beverly Long, Apple Computer Company, 
20525 Mariani Avenue, Cupertino, 
California 95104 or call (408) 996-1010. 

"Destination: Where?" Conference To Highlight 
Civic Tourism Strategies for Cities Without Surf, 

Slopes and Slot Machines 
May 20-22, 1984; Peabody Hotel, Memphis, Tenn. 

Washington, D.C. - What attracts 
tourists to a city? How can communities 
without beaches, mountains and casinos 
draw visitors and convention trade? What 
roles do local government officials and 
business owners play in building an effec
tive base for tourism? These and other 
questions relating to tourism development 
for communities lacking popular natural or 
developed assets will be addressed at a 
three-day conference entitled "Destination: 
Where?" (Civic Tourism: Putting Cities 
Without Surf, Slopes and Slot Machines on 
the Map), May 20-22, at the Peabody Hotel 
in Memphis, Tenn . This is sponsored by 
Partners for Livable Places. 

During the meeting, city officials, 
economic development experts, arts ad-

ministrators and tourist industry profes
sionals will discuss how the development 
of communities' unique cultural and 
historical assets can attract people, jobs 
and dollars. 

Partners for Livable Places is a national, 
nonprofit civic coalition of more than 500 
organizations and individuals dedicated to 
promoting communities' economic health 
through better planning, management and 
design of downtown business districts, 
parks and open spaces, cultural recrea
tional facilities and historic resources. 
Because space is limited, those interested 
in attending should contacj • Vickers 
Demetrio as soon as possibfe at (901) 
523-4346. 



Southern Arts Federation News 

SAF Now Accepting Visual and Perform- Interested groups and artists are encour
ing Arts Applications for 1985-86 aged to write for applications and specific 

Southetn Arts Federation (SAF) is now 
acceptTg applications for both its Visual 
and ~tyforming Arts Touring Programs 
until !VfaY 1, 1984. Interested applicants 
must write to the appropriate program 
requesting application forms and 
guidelines. 

Applications to both the Visual and Per
forming Arts Touring Programs will be 
reviewed by SAF staff members, indepen
dent advisory panels, and members of the 
Board of Directors . Determinations will be 
made in the Fall and all applicants will be 
notified shortly thereafter. 

Performing Arts Touring Program 

Each year Southern Arts Federation selects 
35 to 4p professional ensembles, perform
ing companies and individual artists to par
ticipat~ in the Performing Arts Touring 
Program in the Southeast. The program 
seeks to provide touring opportunities for 
a broad spectrum of performing arts 
disciplines including dance companies, 
symphpny orchestras, choral groups, 
chamber music, folk and jazz ensembles, 
theatre companies with adult and children's 
programming, puppetry, mime, and solo 
performers. Through the Performing Arts 
Touring Program, partial fee support is 
offered to non-profit presenting organiza
tions to provide access regionwide to 
Southeastern touring resources and several 
national arts groups. 

Training Project 

SAF intends to offer training in touring 
skills, development of promotional 
materials, artist management services and 
guidance for four (4) highly qualified 
minority and emerging performing groups 
through a special Touring Training Pro
ject. The project will help equip such 
groups with skills and experience necessary 
to compete effectively in today's 
marketplace and to increase the number of 
minority and emerging performing groups 
of high artistic quality participating in state 
and regional touring. 

information. 

Visual Arts Touring Program 

SAF offers limited financial and staff sup
port to non-profit institutions for the 
organization of exhibitions. Twelve to fif
teen exhibits are chosen each year. Selected 
exhibits must be available for touring be
tween September 1, 1985 and August 31, 
1986. Exhibits will primarily tour in the 
Southeast, but are available to institutions 
throughout the country. 

Applicants will be required to submit in
formation about the content of the pro
posed exhibit, qualifications of the in
dividual(s) organizing the exhibit, number 
of objects, spatial and security re
quirements, as well as a projected budget 
requesting grant funds from SAF. These 
grant funds are available to assist organiz
ing institutions with the costs of crating, 
catalogs or brochures, installation 
materials, and other related costs. Applica
tion forms and guidelines must be 
requested in writing from the Visual Art 
Program. 

Exhibits Still Available For 1984 

There are still some openings in the 
itineraries of the 1984 exhibits. These 
exhibits are moderate or high security and 
rental fees range from $300 to $1,000. Con
tact the Visual Arts Program for further 
information. 

For applications or further information, 
please contact: 

SOUTHERN ARTS FEDERATION 
Suite 122 
1401 Peachtree Street, NE 
Atlanta, GA 30309 
(404) 874-7244 

Choreographic Fee 
Support Project 

1984-85 
Southern Arts Federation, a regional non
profit organization based in Atlanta, is 
accepting applications from Southeastern 
professional dance companies for support 
to engage a guest choreographer. 

The Federation's primary goal is to further 
the cultural development in the Southeast. 
The Federation works closely with the state 
government arts agencies of Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, South 
Carolina and Tennessee. 

The 1984-85 Choreographic Fee Support 
Project is intended to encourage greater 
artistic development of professional dance 
companies residing in the states listed 
above. Companies considered eligible for 
support must be non-profit and must com
pensate all professional performers and 
related support staff during the course of 
the project in compliance with federal and 
local legislation. 

Support will be offered at 500Jo of the 
choreographic fees, not to exceed a max
imum of$1,500 per company, and requires 
a dollar for dollar match. Performance of 
works receiving funding should occur be
tween September 1, 1984 and August 31, 
1985. Funds are available to engage a guest 
choreographer and are not available to sup
port choreographic efforts of current ar
tistic staff. 

Qualified dance organizations seeking 
support from this project should request 
application forms in writing. Application 
deadline is May 10, 1984. 

New Penalty For 
Incomplete Form 990 

The Internal Revenue Service plans to start 
fining nonprofit organizations that fail to 
complete Form 990 annual returns. Until 
now, the IRS has sent delinquent non
profits a letter asking for the return - and 
that was the end of it. 

Now the IRS will send one letter and a 
follow-up. After that, it will assess a $10-a
day fine for failing to file F9nn 990 or 
Form 990.PF. Penalties can go as high as 
$5,000, according to the service.' 



Arts Commission's Organizational Survey 
The Arts Commission recently compiled and 
mailed a statewide survey on South Carolina's 
arts or arts-related organizations. If your 
organization has not completed and returned 
this survey, it would be appreciated if you would 
fill out the form below and return it to: 
ORGANIZATION SURVEY, 
SC Arts Commission, 1800 Gervais Street, 
Columbia, SC 29201. 
Update Code ____ _ 

Individual: 

Organization: 
Contact Person Name 

Organization: 
Contact Person Title 

Address: 

City: ______ State: ____ Zip_· __ 

SC County: ____ Phone: --------

Non-Profit Status? Check: ___ Yes/ ___ No 
Purpose of organization: 

Principal interests or organization (check as many as 
appropriate): 
_visual arts 
_craft 

_literary arts 
_ fairs & festivals 

_environmental art & design _serv. & promo. 
_performing arts _education 

Activities of organization: If applicable to your 
organization, indicate how often the following ac
tivities take place during the year and give specific 
examples of that activity. 

EXHIBITIONS: 
_painting & drawing 
_sculpture 
_printmaking 
_film _____________ _ 

_video 
_photography 
_architecture & environmental arts 

_craft 
_other 

PERMANENT COLLECTION: 

_yes ----------------
_no 

PUBLICATIONS: 
_calendar 
_catalogs; _____________ _ 

_books, magazines, newspapers ____ _ 
_educational material --------
_informational material 
_other 

EDUCATION: 
_classes or seminars 

_demonstrations or workshops 

_professional training --------
_speaker series or panel groups 

_film series ------------
_ artmobile 

_bookmobile 
_summer camps or schools 

_other 

PROMOTION: 
_sales or rental services 

_placement service for professionals, ___ _ 

_agent services -----------
_promotion or ticket sales 

_other 

PERFORMANCES: 
Music 
_vocal 
_instrumental 
_opera 
_jazz/ folk / ethnic/ rock 

Dance 
_ballet 
_modern ______________ _ 
_folk/ ethnic ____________ _ 

_gymnastics------------
Theatre 
Type of production: 
_drama 
_musical ______________ _ 

_improvisation -----------
_mime 
_puppet or marionette ________ _ 

Type of theatre group: 
_professional _touring 
_community _outdoor drama 
_repertoire _street 
_summer stock _experimental 

_children' s 

SERVICE: 
_historical preservation 
_environmental & comm. design ____ _ 
_consultation services ---------
_field trips to cultural resources ____ _ 
_walking tours -----------
_art, drama, music therapy programs 
_outreach programs 
_benefit performances--------
_library -------------
_research 
_loan services (equipment, books, etc.) 
_information network (file of resources or 
speakers, switchboard,) 
_other 

OTHER: Please describe briefly any other pro
grams, services, or activities engaged in by your 
organization. 

Touring: Does your organization tour any of its 
presentations? 
_Yes. Which 
ones? 

_No. 

Total annual attendance figure for all perfor
mances/ events: 

Audience type: check as may as appropria
1
tte. 

_American Indian/ Alaskan Native 1 

_Asian/ Pacific Inslander 
_Black, not Hispanic 
_Hispanic 
_White, not Hispanic 

_general 

_child 
_secondary school student 
_college/ university student 
_senior citizen 
_emotionally/ mentally disturbed 
_physically disabled 
_hearing impaired 
_visually impaired 
_institutionalized 
_veteran 
_woman 

Does your organization sponsor or offer any of the 
following? If applicable, indicate the approximate 
number each year and describe briefly. 

_competitions 
_awards--------------
_scholarships 
_fellowships ____________ _ 

_intern programs 
_apprenticeships 
_grants 

_to individuals --------
_to organizations 

_ residencies------------
_other 

Facilities: Describe space and equipment. 

Number on staff: 
_full-time paid staff 
_part-time paid staff 
_full-time volunteers (actively working) 
_part-time volunteers (actively working) 

Geograpic area served by your organization: check as 
many as appropriate. 

_neighborhood/ community 
_town/ city _county __region _state 

Who can be a member of your organization? Check 
as many as appropriate. 

_interested individuals 
_organizations in the field 
_qualified individuals (please give qualifications 
for membership) 

_other 

Who can make use of your services, facilities, or pro
grams? check as many as appropriate. 

_anyone who inquires 
_anyone who is a member 
_professionals in the field 
_organizations only 
_other 

Total approximated annual budget of organization: 
$ _______ _ 

Optional (sources of revenue): 
Membership Contribution $, ______ _ 

Foundation Grant 
Government Grant 
Endowment Income 
Earned Income 
Other _______ _ 



~ .... 

Legal Issues Column -

Nuts and Bolts of Incorporation 

By C. Diane Smock 

This column is written as a service of South 
Carolina Lawyers for the Arts by its legal 
director, Greenville attorney C. Diane 
Smock. The information is intended as a 
general guide to the law and not as specific 
legal advice. 

Arts groups frequently believe that they 
must become incorporated to be "legal' 
and operate in a businesslike way. This is 
not necessarily the case and in fact there 
are several disadvantages to incorporating. 
The purpose of this column is to illustrate 
some advantages as well as disadvantages 
to incorporation for non-profits, par- i 

ticularly arts groups. In addition, a few 
pointers on how to incorporate will be in
cluded for those who decide to go forward 
with that decision. 

The first question you should ask 
yourselves is whether it is really appropriate 
for your group to be "not for profit" as 
opposed to "for profit". There is nothing 
evil or wrong with being a for profit entity 
even if you are an arts group. If you have 
a marketable service or product and you 
can afford the initial costs involved, it may 
benefit you to incorporate or otherwise 
organize as a regular ongoing for profit 
business. 

As indicated by its name, the key aspect of 
a not for profit group is that the purpose 
of the organization is not to make a profit 
for its owners and investors. No individual 
can profit from the activities of such a 
group and any "extra income" after debts 
have been paid must be distributed 
according to strict rules and regulations for 
non-profit groups, as opposed to 
distributing them to stockholders or other 
interested parties. 

A common misunderstanding of the phrase 
"non profit" is that an organization must 
lose money in order to retain its non-profit 
status. This confusion can be eleviated by 
the use of the the term "not for profit" 
which emphasizes that the distinction is 
made by the purpose of the organization 
and not the health of its balance sheet. 

After you have decided what your purpose 
is, the next step is to locate the resources 
to finance your activities - how to get 
money and how much to get are important 
questions you should address before at
tempting to start your activities. The 
answers will weigh in your decision of 
whether to become a not-for-profit 
corporation. 

Any corporation, whether or not organized . 
for profit, has certain advantages over 
unincorporated entities. These advantages 
include limited liability for officers and 
directors (e.g., a creditor can reach the 
assets of the corporation but not your per
sonal assets, such as your home). In addi
tion, a corporation carries with it greater 
credibility in the community than an infor
mal association. Some sources of funding 
require that their grantees be incorporated. 

For most arts groups, the biggest difference 
between a for-profit and non-profit cor
poration is in the area of taxes. A for-profit 
corporation is taxed as a business by the 
state and federal tax agencies. A non-profit 
corporation has the unique advantage of 
applying for tax-exempt status from these 
authorities. This is the reason most cited 
for the decision to become a non-profit 
corporation. Most arts organizations apply 
for exemption under Internal Revenue code 
Section 501(c)(3). The most important 
advantages to this are exemptions from 
paying federal income tax; contributions 
are tax-deductible for the donors; and 
eligibility for grants from government and 
other tax-exempt agencies. 

There are some important points to note 
regarding IRS 501(c)(3) income tax exempt 
status: 

(a) it is not automatic upon incorporating 
with the Secretary of State; 

(b) it requires extensive documentation and 
record-keeping which is often burdensome 
to a small organization; 

(c) there is no automatic exemption from 
South Carolina income tax; 

(d) exempt groups are liable for other 
federal and state taxes such as taxes on 
unrelated business income; sales taxes, etc.; 

(e) annual reports must be filed with the 
IRS; 

(f) an exempt organization must hold 
regular meetings, keep minutes, and 
comply with IRS regulations (which are 
often quite technical) regarding the 
activities of 501(c)(3) groups; 

(g) engaging in activities designed to 
influence legislation is prohibited. 

To become a South Carolina Non-Profit 
Corporation you must file a Declaration 
and Petition for Incorporation with the 
Secretary of State, PO Box 11350, 
Columbia, South Carolina 29211. This 
form is available at most office supply 
stores. You should carefully word the pur
pose of the organization, keeping in mind 
that the IRS and South Carolina Tax Com
mission will examine the working of the 
stated purpose when determining your non
profit status for tax purposes. 

You must run a notice in your local 
newspaper three days prior to filing the 
Declaration to notify the general public of 
your application. The Sheriff of your 
county must sign the Declaration as must 
at least two members of your organization. 
Send the completed application with a 
check for $15 .00 to the address noted 
above. You should also prepare bylaws 
governing categories of membership, 
number of directors, types of committees, 
voting, elections, and other administrative 
matters. You must also file with the South 
Carolina Tax Commission a form entitled 
"First Report of Corporation." 

Incorporation should not be lightly under
taken and it is wise for new groups to delay 
this step until they have experience with 
keeping books, holding meetings and 
otherwise performing as a business-like 
entity. As a general rule of thumb, a new 
organization should operate for one year 
on a "trial basis" under their proposed 
bylaws before formally adopting them and 
applying for incorporation. 
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