




The question is commonly asked and is uncommonly hard to answer briefly. 
For example, the law that created the South Carolina Arts Commission as a 

State agency in 1967 says that our duties shall include, but not be limited to, the 
following: "(1) to stimulate and encourage throughout the State the study and 
presentation of the performing and fine arts and public interest and partici
pation therein; (2) to make such studies as may be deemed advisable of public 
and private institutions engaged within the state in artistic and cultural 
activities including, but not limited to, music, theatre, dance, painting, 
sculpture, architecture, and aligned arts and crafts and to make 
recommendations concerning appropriate methods to encourage 
participation in and appreciation of the arts, to meet the legitimate 
needs and aspirations of persons in all parts of the state." 
That's it ....... in brief. 
"WHAT HAVE WE DONE FOR YOU LATELY?" 

This past year over seventy individual projects were 
undertaken, including a creative film-making 

workshop, music scholarships to Brevard, 
assisting with a high school drama festival, 
and co-sponsoring children's concerts. 
We have also continued to assist arts 

organizations in hiring new full-time or 
part-time directors, business managers and 

technical specialists. You might wish to glance through 
our annual report which contains a complete summary of past 
projects. 
There are also some things we can't do such as putting up 
buildings, or even installing theatre seats. (Our entire budget 
could be used buying the brick to build one building). We also 
avoid what we refer to as deficit funding of general operating 
expenses. 

"WHO DECIDES WHICH APPLICATIONS ARE ACCEPTED 
FOR FUNDING?" 

The members of the Arts Commission make these decisions at meetings held several times 
each year. There are nine Arts Commissioners who are appointed for three-year terms by 

the governor. Sometimes the Commission calls on consultants or committees 
to make recommendations concerning matters which require special 

knowledge. 



To make it possible for every resident of South Carolina 
to have the opportunity of exposure to and participation 

in quality arts activity. 
To concentrate our major efforts on the "under 21" groups. 

To help develop excellence among amateur arts organizations, 
and, when it becomes financially feasible, to help develop profes

sional arts organizations with residence in the State and/or the 
region. 

To change some adverse attitudes about the arts in order to create a more 
receptive climate for their acceptance, enjoyment and proliferation. 
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To strengthen local arts organizations toward the end 
of their becoming self sustaining. 
To provide a complete central resource center of arts in
formation on South Carolina art, artists, arts organizations 
and institutions. 
To help develop larger audiences for the arts from a broad base of 
the population. 
To provide a market for the arts in South Carol ina so that our artists will 
not find it necessary to go elsewhere to make a living in their chosen field. 
To insure that the best care is given and use is made of art owned by the State. 
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The purpose of this program is to make 
it possible for people who usually do 
not have the opportunity of witness
ing live performing arts, or seeing 
exhibits of good art, to have these 
opportunities. Most Commission assis
tance through this program in the past 
has been channeled into the smaller 
communities of our State which have 
relatively little arts activity. The Com
mission usually works through local 
sponsors such as women's clubs, 
service clubs, PTA's, church groups 
or other such non-profit organizations 







onsultants 
We think it is our business to make consultants 
available to arts organizations and institu
tions which have a need but cannot afford 
to handle this on their own or who need 
assistance with finding the proper person. 
We have provided consultants to deal with 
the administrative, technical and artistic 
needs of organizations. When feasible, we 
use consultants from within South Carolina 
but when we are not able to find suitable 
people within the State, we go whatever 
distance necessary to find the right person. 
The Arts Commission pays the fee of the 
consultant and his expenses to and from 
the location where he will be working. The 
local sponsor pays room. board and any 
other local expenses while the consultant is 
on the scene. Most of our consultation 
assistance is for short durations of time, 
usually one day, seldom more than three 
days. This is a program which provides you 
the opportunity of taking advantage of other 
people's mistakes and experience. Final 
selection of a consultant for your community 
is worked out cooperatively between you 
and the Commission. 

If you are interested in applying for consult
ant assistance call or write for our Con
sultant application form. 
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ool · Concerts 

Jhis is a NEWGommission program in 1970-71. In order to 
make quality performances in our public schools available the 
.Arts Qommission has devised a program which will help 
provrdesmail rnusicat ensembles to play for and communicate 
with s ·outh Carolina children. Ensembles of various sizes will 
be available and the cost should not be too great for any 
school to bear. The Arts Commission will subsidize half the 
cost of the performers' fee and expenses for each concert. A 
very important part of this program is. that the musical pro
grams will be informal, played before relatively small groups. 
Theperformers will actually bring the students Into active 
participation irt the programs. A schedule of available en
sembles, their contact people and approximate fees will be 
available upon request from the Arts Commission. The other 
half of the pe-rformance fee can be paid by the school, a PTA or 
through whatever means is available. 

A representative of the school will contact the ensemble of 
that school's choice and make tentative arrangements .for 
time, place, number of performances and fee. The school 
representative will then apply to the Arts Commission for 
50% funding. Grants will be made to the schools which will in 
turn pay the ensembles. 

Those interested in applying for assistance with this program 
should request our In-School Concert Application form. 
Applications will be received throughout the year. 















The Arts Commission has attempted to put 
together workshops as they have been 

considered necessary or desirable from the 
standpoint of local arts organizations. In the 

past we have organized such events as a 
"Governor's Conference on the Arts", a 
workshop on publicity and one on fund 
raising and ticket selling. In addition to 

these major events, we are called upon to 
bring together from time to time people of 

like interests who meet to discuss their 
problems with each other. We are always 

interested in hearing from people with ideas 
for meetings and conferences and encour

age you to contact us with your thoughts 
on this matter. 



ecia I Projects 

We like to think of our programming as 
being geared to action and reaction. The 
programming area called Special Projects is 
the one in which we are able to respond to 
good ideas from people in the communities 
who need assistance. A "special project" 
could be anything which didn't fall into 
another specific programming category. 
Special projects, like other program areas, 
generally require at least 50% matching funds. 

If you are interested in finding out if your 
organization qualifies for assistance through 
this program area just write and ask for our 
General Application form. Applications are 
received throughout the year. 



How to • • • 
The South Carolina Arts Commission has 

developed several application forms dealing 
with the various areas of programming; 
however, it didn't take us long to discover that 
no application form is perfect. In many cases, 
those which we have developed simply don't 
ask the right questions. We have made an effort 
to keep the application forms as simple as 
possible so that no one will feel that it is "just 
too much trouble" to apply for assistance. 

In some cases this has caused difficulties. 
Because we have not asked specifically for a 
great deal of data, in many cases we have not 
received enough information upon which to 
base a sensible decision. In an attempt to avoid 
that problem, we are offering the following 
information which you might use as a guide in 
making application to the Commission for 
assistance. 

First, the Commission always likes to 
have full information about the applicant; 
whether it be an organization, institution or 
individual. We need to know how many 
concerts have been done in each of the past 
several years, exactly what the budget has 
been, how many tickets have been sold at 
what prices and all other pertinent information. 

On any application, we want to know 
why the applicant needs help from the 
Commission. Is this a new program or one to 
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