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Upcoming 

Events:  
 

  Riverbanks Zoo 

Trip: Everyone 

invited. Bring 

your children.  

      May 30: 11 a.m. 

 

RSVP:  

fsturner@schp.org 
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SC Department of Public Safety  

Families of Highway Fatalities 

Ceremony honors lives lost on highways in 2008 

The South Carolina Depart-

ment of Public Safety held its 

annual Fatality Memorial Ser-

vice on April 25 in Columbia. 

The service is held each year to 

remember those who lost their 

lives on the roadways the pre-

vious year. FHF member Jean 

Davis remembers her son, 

Roger Jennings Davis, killed in 

2008. FHF had a total of 13 

members to assist at the ser-

vice. Eleven family members 

participated in the candle light-

ing portion of the service. 

Members also assisted at the  

FHF information table outside. 

FHF members work with Highway Patrol to spread safety 

message to high school students during Prom Season 

     FHF members have 

teamed up with Highway 

Patrol Community Rela-

tions’ Officers speaking to 

students about Prom 

Safety. 

     Members have partici-

pated in 29 presentations 

with more to go.      

     “Telling such an emo-

tional story again and 

again can be emotionally 

exhausting, but when the 

students really listen,  you 

know you are making a 

difference. That makes it 

worthwhile,” said FHF 

member Laurie Harden.    

     Ms. Harden’s daugh-

ter, Blaire, was killed in a 

collision in 2005 in Ker-

shaw County. SCHP 

Community Relations’ 

 officers say the  presence 

of FHF members makes all 

the difference.  

     “When our FHF mem-

bers are speaking, I can see 

the reactions on the stu-

dents’ faces, and I know 

the message is getting 

through,” said Cpl. Paul 

Brouthers of Charleston.  

“There is no doubt in my 

mind they are saving lives. 

We value and appreciate 

their partnership.” 

     Speakers’ bureau mem-

bers have also been ac-

tively speaking at Pre-Trial 

Intervention classes this 

Spring. PTI is an interven-

tion program in which se-

lected offenders may par-

ticipate as an alternative to 

prosecution.  

FHF member Barbara Weston, who lost her son 

Julian in 2005, and Cpl. Paul Brouthers at Wil-

liston-Elko high school in April.  
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FHF 
Deidre Johnson holds blood drive, 

safety program in memory of son 

By Deidre Johnson 

     Like all parents who have lost a child, I 

often worry that my son J.J. will be forgotten. 

J.J. died in a motor vehicle crash in 2006. As 

the third anniversary of his death approached, I 

decided to hold a blood drive in his honor. 

     The youth pastor at Berea First Baptist 

Church suggested we move the blood drive to 

April 15 and add a prom safety portion. The 

Crosswalk Student Ministry at Berea has over 

125 youth who attend each Wednesday night. 

With Prom dates approaching for three local 

high schools, we planned a Youth Driver Re-

sponsibility event. 

     A group of firefighters from the Berea Fire 

Department volunteered to stage a mock crash 

scene. The Highway Patrol agreed to help with 

the crash scene and “DUI arrest.” 

     The Blood Connection brought its mobile 

donation center “The Blood Vessel” out from 

3:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.. The turnout was ex-

cellent with 45 donors and nine deferrals. 

      Youth and parents from other churches 

attended the program as well. All teens re-

ceived a t-shirt.  

     The t-shirts read “In Memory of our Chil-

dren” with the names of the five who were 

represented – J.J. Johnson,  my brother, Keith 

Glenn, Josh  Pritch-

ett, Jessi Arnold, and 

Tyler Durham along 

with the words “I   

PROMise  to Drive 

Responsibly.” 

     Five local law 

enforcement agen-

cies, as well as 

SCHP, brought dis-

play vehicles. 

     We wrapped up 

the night with a 

safety presentation from L/Cpl. Kathy Hiles 

with the Highway Patrol. Marie Pritchett, an 

FHF member who lost her son, Josh, in 2005 

spoke to the youth and parents about the tragic 

turn of events during and after Josh’s colli-

sion. 

     Finally, Nicole, J.J.’s 15-year-old daughter, 

read a poem she had written, which told how a 

highway fatality affects families and loved 

ones. 

      What started as a small plan grew into a 

powerful safety message with the help and 

support of so many. 

Top right: Two students from Berea Baptist 

Church hold up t-shirts Deidre designed for the 

event. Bottom left: Deidre Johnson with grand-

daughter, Skyland Melton; Middle: J.J. John-

son’s daughter, Nicole, reads a poem dedicated 

to her father. Right: Trooper Brown conducts a 

“sobriety test” during the demonstration. Bot-

tom left: Emergency personnel help “rescue” 

teens  during the mock crash scene.   
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FHF 
FHF has Facebook page; web site coming soon 

     An FHF web page is being  

added to the South Carolina De-

partment of Public Safety web site. 

      The FHF group has also joined 

Facebook to reach out to existing 

members and share information. It 

is a way for potential members to 

learn more about the group and get 

involved. 

     “This has been an effective way 

for us to get information to mem-

bers and the public,” said Sherri 

Iacobelli,   FHF supervisor. “The 

reality is that more people are fol-

lowing social media sites.  

This is one more tool for us to use 

when reaching out to families and 

sharing safety messages.”  

     FHF is posting photographs 

and news about recent and up-

coming events; links to TV inter-

views with FHF members as well 

as a link to the Fatality Memorial 

Site.  

     The new FHF web site will be 

active by June. It offers more 

comprehensive information re-

garding the group. The new site 

will not only feature recent events 

but give more information about  

how FHF got  started.  People 

will be able to complete forms 

on line to join FHF, download 

“help” materials such as the 

Compassionate Guide and 

FHF brochure and complete an 

on line form to volunteer for 

the group.  

     The new web site will be at 

www.schp.org/FHF.  

     The Facebook site can be 

found by searching “Families 

of Highway Fatalities” on 

Facebook.  

 

Please send feed-

back and sugges-

tions about our 

new web site and 

Facebook 

accounts to  

FamiliesofHwyFa-

talities@scdps.net. 

 

 

                When: Saturday, May 30, 11 a.m.  

Where: 500 Wildlife Parkway 

I-126 Greystone Boulevard 

For Directions and RSVP  

Contact FHF Coordinator, Faith Turner @ 608-7664 or 896-8171  

e-mail: FamiliesofHwyFatalities@scdps.net  

 

** Please meet in front of the zoo entrance. We will assemble at the picnic area 

and eat before going into the zoo. While families will be responsible for their own 

zoo admission, we are working to obtain a group rate, which is why we will need to 

meet beforehand. FHF will provide sandwiches, chips and drinks for lunch.   

Please RSVP by May 23 with the exact number in your party  

What: Spring Peer Support Outing: 

Riverbanks Zoo & Botanical Garden 
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FHF 

“Arts as Medicine” offers grief therapy through the arts to FHF families  

     FHF families had an opportunity to confront their grief and 

experience healing through painting, drawing, crafts and mu-

sic at the first Arts as Medicine workshop hosted by FHF 

member, Dr. Dee Gulledge. 

     “This was such a positive and unique experience for me,” 

said new member, Becky Kopp. “I had just lost my brother 

seven weeks before attending the workshop.  

      “Not only was the workshop itself helpful, but I drew 

strength in meeting people who understand the sadness and 

emptiness I felt from losing my brother.”  

     Ms. Kopp was joined by 20 other family members who 

spent two days learning about various ways the arts can help 

reduce stress. Dr. Gulledge provided structured classroom  

time along with hands-on activities.  

     Dr. Gulledge’s sister, Gail Miller, used sign language to  

perform Amazing Grace. Members painted bottles, drew  

pictures honoring and remembering their loved ones and used 

stencils to create blankets.  

     “I was amazed at how the creativity brought out emotions. 

Members were able to express various emotions about the loss 

of their loved one when they were relaxed and working on the 

projects,” FHF Coordinator Faith Turner said.  

      “As with all FHF events, families benefitted from getting 

to know others experiencing similar losses.  

     FHF members learned that coloring and art are not just for 

preschool children. There is a reason therapists use painting 

and drawing to help patients in hospitals work through anxi-

ety, post-traumatic stress disorders and traumatic grief.  

     Member Deb Harding works with patients at the Dorn VA 

Medical Center in Columbia.  

     “A simple coloring page can do wonders to help relieve 

stress and anxiety,” Harding said.   

Left to right: Group photo. Ned 

Blackmon places stencils on a 

blanket in memory of his son, 

Monty.  Kendal Shelley draws a 

deck of cards remembering good 

times with son, Kendal Jr. Dr. 

Gulledge creates a collage of emo-

tions shared by members. Bottom: 

Deb Harding remembers son, Mi-

chael, with butterflies and “It’s All 

Good” written on her blanket. 

Members Joyce Sullivan  and Wil-

liam and Theresa Gadsden listen to 

Dr. Gulledge. 
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Photo Gallery— FHF Activities 
FHF 

Scenes from Swan Lake: Top left: Group photo. Top 

right: JoAnn Stone, Cheryl Jones, Dianne Mayne; left: 

Jean Davis with grandchildren, Savannah and Jackson. 

Middle: One of many beautiful scenes from the lake; 

Right: Martin Kopp and daughter, Abby.  

High School Prom Presenta-

tions: Left: Member Laurie 

Harden and SCHP Community 

Relations’ Officer, L/Cpl. Scot 

Edgeworth, at Fox Creek High 

School. Laurie spoke to teens 

about losing her daughter, 

Blaire, in 2005. Right: Teens 

at  North Augusta High School 

look at the memory board of 

Chad Radvansky created by 

his mother, Lisa, who spoke to 

students about the loss of her 

son. 



For inquiries regarding the non-profit, FHF Assistance 

Program Inc., or to donate please contact Mr. Sal Rao 

at Post Office Box 916, Blythewood, SC, 29016, or 

FHFINC100@yahoo.com 

Phone:   803-896-8171 

 

SC Department of Public Safety Headquarters 

Attn: Faith Turner, Coordinator 
P.O. Box 1993 

FAMILIES OF HIGHWAY FATALITIES 

Fax:       803-896-7922 

Mobile: 803-608-7664 

Have you posted a memorial to your loved one on our 

web site yet? If not, please log on to www.schp.org/

inmemoryof to share with others about the very spe-
cial family member you lost on South Carolina high-
ways. 

FHF 

Our Mission:  
Our goal is to provide Peer Support for grieving 
families; facilitate forums and opportunities for 
grieving families to meet; prevent further highway 
fatalities through public education and informa-
tion; and to diligently work alongside law enforce-
ment, first responders, and other government offi-
cials as advocates for highway safety. 

 

Join Us: FHF includes families who have 
lost loved ones on the highways, motor 
vehicle collision survivors, safety profes-
sionals, counselors, and clergy. 

 
 
 

E-mail:  
FamiliesofHwyFatalities@scdps.net  

            
Families of Highway Fatalities (FHF) Newsletter is published six times a year and sponsored by the SC Department of Public Safety.  

All Rights Reserved.  

Thank You, Speakers’ Bureau Members 

The South Carolina Highway Patrol and Families of Highway Fatalities 

wishes to extend its deep gratitude to members of our Speakers’ Bureau. 

This Spring, we called on FHF members more than ever at high schools, 

Pre-Trial Intervention and other venues. We realize how taxing  frequent 

speaking engagements can be for members. Please remember to care of 

yourselves after such events and call us if you need support. A special 

thank you to speakers: Barbara Weston, Lisa Radvansky, Cheryl Jones, 

Marcia Delmore, Laurie Harden, Jackie Murray, Cindy Buck, Carol     

Kiparisus and Marie Pritchett for the extra effort to fill speaking requests. 


