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BODY WORLDS Vital  
Member Family Fun Nights

Jan. 24, Feb. 21 & March 20!



After months of preparations, the State Museum has opened the 
biggest exhibition it has ever brought to the Palmetto State.

BODY WORLDS Vital opened Nov. 13 with 6,500 square feet 
of real human bodies, organs and systems assembled to teach 
guests how to take care of their bodies and live longer, healthier 
and happier lives.  The public has responded enthusiastically, with 
school groups, professionals and families awed by the wonder of 
the human body.

“We’re excited because the museum has never brought in 
an exhibition of this magnitude that has so much value for so 
many people,” said Director of Education Tom Falvey.  “This is an 
incredible opportunity to help people discover what’s inside them 
and how to make healthy lifestyle choices.”

That’s the bottom line of this brand-new, first-in-the-Southeast 
exhibit from the group that brought the original BODY WORLDS 
exhibit to the world in 1995.

The 14 donated bodies (plus numerous organs and organ 
systems) are presented in health, in distress and disease to 
illustrate the effects of various illnesses on the body, and to show 
how these diseases can be fought and overcome, or, preferably, 
prevented in the first place.

“Smoking is a perfect example,” said Falvey.  “Lung cancer and 
other smoking related illnesses are among the most preventable 
diseases there are, and they can be largely prevented by simply not 
smoking.  So if you’re a non-smoker, you have a huge advantage 

over these diseases by never starting to smoke.  If you are a smoker, 
you can possibly save your life by quitting before these illnesses 
find you.”

According to the S.C. Dept. of Health and Environmental Control, 
chronic diseases such as heart disease, stroke, cancer and diabetes 
are among the most prevalent, costly, and preventable of all health 
problems.  Leading a healthy lifestyle (such as avoiding tobacco 
use, being physically active and eating well) greatly reduces a 
person’s risk for developing chronic disease.

The bodies are placed in athletic poses to demonstrate that 
the body was made for motion and achievement.  A fencer, two 
flamenco dancers, a runner and more are included to show the 
muscles and other systems involved in such activities.

“This show has to be seen to be believed,” said Falvey.  “Observing 
up close the miraculous systems of the human body and how they 
work together to allow us to do what we do is simply amazing.”

The museum will present a number of programs related to the 
exhibit, including films, a health fair and a blood drive.

 BODY WORLDS Vital can be seen in the State Museum’s 
Blockbuster Gallery through April 15.  Admission to BODY WORLDS 
Vital is $11 for adults, $9 for senior citizens and $7 for ages 3-12, in 
addition to general museum admission.  South Carolina students 
in groups are admitted for $5. 

Tickets can be purchased, and information can be found, on the 
Museum’s Web site, scmuseum.org. 
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BODY WORLDS Vital

Tuesday, Feb. 21 and March 20  •  5 - 8 p.m.
State Museum members and GE employees are invited to 

enjoy discount  prices on BODY WORLDS Vital.
Generously sponsored by

A family of four (2 adults, 2 kids)
can see BODY WORLDS Vital for only $20!

Family Fun Night prices valid Jan. 24, Feb. 21 and March 20, 5-7 p.m. 
for current museum members, BCBS employees and GE employees. 

Last BODY WORLDS Vital ticket will be sold at 7 p.m.
Tickets are non-transferable. Proof of membership or 

BCBS and GE employment required.

Museum Guests Excited by BODY WORLDS Vital 

Tuesday, Jan. 24   •  5 - 8 p.m.
State Museum members plus BCBS and GE employees are 

invited to enjoy discount prices on BODY WORLDS Vital.
Generously sponsored by

BODY WORLDS Vital 
Family Fun Nights

Additional Members or BCBS and GE Employee families
Adult $6  •  Senior (age 62 & over) $5  •  Child (age 3-12)  $4

Children under 2 are free.



 
     

SPECIAL HOUrS
Last entry into BODY WORLDS Vital will occur 

60 minutes prior to museum’s closing

M, W, Th, F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesdays 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturdays 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sundays 1 - 5 p.m.

Get an in-depth guide to this phenomenal exhibit 
with a special audio tour!

Members $4
Public $5

AUDIO TOUrS

Advance purchase recommended. All tickets are for 
timed entries and include a full-day admission to the  
S.C. State Museum. Available in advance at 
scmuseum.org or on-site the day of your visit. 

Children 2 and under are free. 
Group and military discounts are available. 
To purchase member tickets online enter 

Member Code: memberbwv

TICkETS

Adult $8

Senior $7

Child $6

$18

$15

$12

PUBLICMEMBEr

Vital 
information

Visit scmuseum.org
to purchase tickets, get 
more information or to 

download a family guide.
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ExhibitionsBODY WORLDS Vital BODY WORLDS Vital

Anatomist Gunther von Hagens and physician Angelina Whalley, 
the trailblazing scientist and creative designer behind Gunther von 
Hagens’ BODY WORLDS - the anatomical exhibitions seen by 33 
million visitors worldwide - have created the biggest blockbuster 
exhibit yet to come to the Palmetto State. 

BODY WORLDS Vital is the latest chapter in the HUMAN SAGA 
project - a series of curated museum blockbusters that began 
with explorations of the brain and neuroscience (The Three-Pound 
Gem); cardiology and the heart (The Story of the Heart); human 
development (The Cycle of Life); and longevity and aging (The Mirror 
of Time).  Taken together, the exhibitions created by von Hagens 
and Whalley - by now seen by more than 14 million Americans - 
have influenced public health in fundamental ways.  

In 1977 von Hagens invented the process of plastination, a 
method of extracting bodily fluids and fat from specimens and 
replacing them with reactive resins and polymers.  This preserves 
tissues perfectly, enabling visitors to actually see inside the 
human body and learn how it works and how it can be affected 
by disease.  

The powerful “I Quit” smoking-cessation installation unfurled 
at previous BODY WORLDS exhibitions has resulted in countless 
numbers of Americans quitting smoking.  Public health advocates 
have called the display the most effective smoking cessation 
program in memory.  It featured a cautionary plea from the late 
actor Yul Brynner taped during his battle with lung cancer; the 
blackened lungs of smokers; a repository for tossed cigarettes; 
and pledge cards to strengthen resolve.

 The obesity specimens in BODY WORLDS have had a similar 
effect, with the exhibition organizers receiving grateful letters 
from shaken museum visitors pledging to surrender unhealthy 
diets.

“Examining the physical evidence of damage to the human body 
resulting from choices we make has a powerful effect on how we 
see ourselves living in the future,” said State Museum Director of 
Education Tom Falvey.   

Though Americans hold divergent views on healthcare reform, 
more than 70 percent of them favor an increase in investment 
on disease prevention and health education.  “There are some 
recurring diseases that afflict Americans regardless of gender: 

the obesity pandemic, heart disease and stroke, cancer, diabetes 
and kidney disease, respiratory disease and Alzheimer’s,” said von 
Hagens.  “The remarkable thing is that people can begin to protect 
themselves against these diseases by making certain dietary and 
lifestyle choices.  There is a holistic dimension that is missing in 
conventional healthcare.”

While von Hagens’ previous exhibitions have helped people 
consider human anatomy, physiology, disease and health, and led 
them to meditations on death and dying, “our new exhibition on 
health and vitality is the most American of our exhibitions,” said 
Whalley.  

Citing a 32-year study of 12,000 people in Framingham, Mass. 
that showed how obesity spread through social networks that 
influenced spouses, siblings and friends towards weight gain, von 
Hagens and Whalley said they wish for BODY WORLDS Vital to have 
a similar communal, multigenerational and longitudinal effect 
on museum guests.  “We hope for the message of vitality, fitness 
and health to be contagious and relayed by visitors to their social 
networks,” said von Hagens. 

BODY WORLDS Vital can be seen in the State Museum’s 
Blockbuster Gallery through April 15. Tickets can be purchased, 
and information can be found, on the Museum’s Web site, 
scmuseum.org.

Anatomist Invented Method For Body 
Preservation for Education and Exhibition

For more information or to purchase 
advance tickets visit scmuseum.org

Family Fitness Day • Saturday, Feb. 4
Bring the family and friends and enjoy a number of activities that will 
get the entire family moving and on the path to a healthier lifestyle.          
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Free with membership or museum admission. 

Health Fair and Red Cross Blood Drive 
Saturday, March 24 
Join us for a family health fair and red Cross blood drive from                                
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. A number of local chapters of health and community 
organizations will be on hand to give out information on such topics as 
heart disease, teen smoking and lung cancer, stroke, children’s cancer 
and more. Mascots and activities for children also will be featured. Free 
with membership or museum admission. 

Vital Programs Promote
Healthy Lifestyles for 2012
“Health and wellness” is a phrase that has perhaps been 
overused in recent years, but museum guests who have 
already visited the current blockbuster exhibition BODY 
WORLDS Vital have come to realize that good health and 
the body’s wellness cannot be taken for granted. The State 
Museum will offer two programs in February and March 
that will focus on these important conditions.

Look for updated information on the museum 
Web site, scmuseum.org, as events and 

topics are added.

Photos courtesy of the Institute for Plastination
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Exhibitions Curators Corner

10 Years and the History of South Carolina 
Art and Visual Culture 
      by Paul Matheny, Chief Curator of Art

This project is funded in part by the Cultural Council of richland and Lexington Counties and the South 
Carolina Arts Commission, which receives support from the National Endowment of the Arts and the 
John and Susan Bennett Memorial Arts Fund of the Coastal Community Foundation of S.C. 

MIkE  WILLIAMS (b. 1963)
AT THE CORE, 2010

TOM STANLEY (b. 1950)
RED WHITE AnD BLACk #2, 2010

Abstract Art Exhibit 
Opens Feb. 24

The new art exhibit opening soon at the State Museum will examine a 
topic not always quickly associated with the traditions of the Palmetto State 
- abstract art.

Abstract Art in South Carolina: 1949-2011 will open Feb. 24 in the Lipscomb 
Art Gallery with the a  look at the evolution and influences of abstract painting 
and sculpture in South Carolina.  

The exhibit will include work by pioneering artists such as William Halsey, 
Corrie McCallum, J. Bardin, Carl Blair and Merton Simpson, and contemporary 
artists currently working in communities across South Carolina today, such as 
James Busby, Shaun Cassidy, Enid Williams, Paul Yanko, katie Walker and Tom 
Stanley, among many others.  

In all, work by more than 40 artists will be included in the exhibition, which 
focuses on one of the most important aspects of South Carolina’s visual 
culture.

“South Carolina has a rich history in visual art, and abstract painting and 
sculpture have played a huge role in this history beginning in the mid-
20th century,” said Curator of Art Paul Matheny. “Following World War II, the 
appreciation of art and culture began to expand across the state. Local artists 
began exploring new ideas and pursued artistic opportunities in and out of 
the state, and South Carolina college and university art departments began - 
and continue - to bring in artists from across the United States, to teach and 
exhibit their work.”

 This practice brought in new ideas about how to approach the making of 
art. In other instances, South Carolina natives, influenced by other artists and 
exploring their own ideas, pursued artistic opportunities outside of the state. 
Their influences, such as the Southern landscape, tidal creeks and marshes 
and a variety of cultural experiences, remained influential in their work.  

“Many influences worked together to bring South Carolina art to the point 
it is today,” Matheny said.  “This exhibition reflects the journeys made by these 
individuals, the art they created, and their influences along the way.

“The exhibit includes many large scale works of art on canvas, as well as 
mixed media work that pushed the boundaries, and our perceptions, of how 
abstract art is perceived,” said the curator.  “Museum guests will be surprised 
and inspired by the work of these important artists.” 

The art includes paint media from acrylic and oil on canvas, wood panel 
and paper to three-dimensional works made of cast aluminum, other metal 
and stone, said Matheny.

Abstract Art in South Carolina: 1949-2011 can be seen through Aug. 26.

MArGE MOODY (B. 1949),
 ITALY SERIES MARkETPLACE, 2006

HOLLIS BrOWN THOrNTON (b. 1976)
THE EARTH On THE BACk Of THE GIAnT TuRTLE, 2008

The words “art history” can sometimes conjure memories 
of dusty slide projectors and the click of a shifting slide tray, 
reminiscent of required courses in college. These classes made art 
seem like something that occurred in Europe or in another time, 
rarely associated with the visual culture often found at home. 

South Carolina has a rich history of visual culture and that is 
the singular focus of the art department at the State Museum as 
expressed through our art collection, exhibitions and programs. 

The art department focuses on fine, folk and decorative art from 
South Carolina, as defined by natural and man-made borders, from 
1590 through the present.  The earliest pieces in the museum’s 
collection are engravings by Theodore De Bry, originally published 
in Europe by Thomas Hariot in “A Briefe and True report of the New 
Found Land of Virginia.”  

The engravings include images of native inhabitants of this area, 
based on the watercolors and drawings by John White.  Other 
work from the 18th and early 19th centuries includes engravings 
of flora and fauna by Mark Catesby (c. 1679-1749), Alexander 
Wilson (1766-1813), John Abbot (1751-1840) and John James 
Audubon (1785-1851), as well as portraits ranging from local 
family members to state leaders.  

The bulk of the collection includes works of art from 1850-
2000.  This includes landscape and portrait painting, art from the 
Charleston renaissance period - from roughly the 1920s through 
the mid 1940s - and features works of art by, among many others, 
Alfred Hutty, Anna Heyward Taylor, Alice ravenel Huger Smith 
and Elizabeth O’Neill Verner, including her “Vernercolors” (pastels 
drawn on silk applied to wood) and engravings.  

The museum’s collection also includes contemporary and self-
taught art from the 1950s through the present, which has been 
a time of pivotal change in South Carolina’s visual culture.  The 
landscape, literally as well as figuratively, has changed dramatically 
in the last 400 years.  The growth and recognition of art as a part of 
daily life has evolved, in part, thanks to contemporary art pioneers 
such as William Halsey and his wife, Corrie McCallum.  The Halseys 
and Ed Yaghjian, J. Bardin and Carl Blair, among others, helped 
develop a statewide arts community in South Carolina.

In addition to the collection’s focus on South Carolina, the art 
department’s exhibition focus has maintained a parallel emphasis.  
Since the museum opened in 1988, art has been included on every 
floor of the museum.  

From Stavros Chrysostomedes’ prehistoric white shark on the 
Natural History floor, to master blacksmith Philip Simmons’s 
beautiful wrought-iron gate on the History floor, and even Pearl 
Fryar’s topiaries on the museum’s grounds, South Carolina art can 
be found throughout the entire museum. 

The primary home for South Carolina art at the museum, 
however, is the Lipscomb Gallery, located on the first floor.  Since 
1988, this gallery has been home to nearly 80 exhibitions focusing 
on fine, folk and decorative arts from South Carolina. 

The majority of these exhibitions are created in-house, with 
original research, curatorial oversight and design. The most recent 
exhibition, uncommon folk, showed the diversity of the museum’s 
collection with an in-depth look at the museum’s traditional 
folk and self-taught art collections, along with a documentary, 
produced by South Carolina Educational Television, about six of 
the artists.

In 2012, the art department will continue this exhibition focus 
with an exhibit that surveys abstract painting in South Carolina 
from 1949 through the present.  This will be the first time this 
period and style of artwork in its entirety will be studied and 
focused upon. Painting pioneers William Halsey, Corrie McCallum, 
Carl Blair and Merton Simpson, among others, will be included.  

The exhibit also will include a look at contemporary artists 
working in this style today, including Shaun Cassidy, Enid Williams, 
Paul Yanko, katie Walker, Tom Stanley and others. 

The South Carolina State Museum is dedicated, through 
its collections, exhibitions and programs, to preserving and 
presenting the state’s art history for our museum members and 
guests so that this visual culture can be enjoyed and appreciated 
as something unique and important to our state.

The Daughters of William Gregg, c. 1850, oil on canvas, artist unknown. 
This beautiful painting typifies South Carolina art in the 1800s.
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Exhibitions Programs & Events

Was that oil painting you found in the attic an early work of Andrew Wyeth’s? Is the antique silver teapot 
and sugar tongs left to you by great-aunt Mildred valuable colonial coin silver or machine-made silver 
plate? Will your collection of antique guns  finance your son’s college education? 

Curious guests will have their chance to find out about all kinds of artifacts and heirlooms at the State 
Museum during the Museum road Show - Winter Edition on Saturday, Jan. 21.

Inspired by PBS’ “Antiques road Show,” this State Museum signature event has grown from an annual 
program to being offered twice a year because of its immense popularity. The “Winter Museum road Show” 
will offer informal (verbal) appraisals of a variety of objects from 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. (last tickets will be sold 
at 3:30 p.m.)

As in years past, experts will be available in the fields of fine art, silver, pottery, furniture, books, jewelry, 
textiles and dolls, as well as war artifacts ranging from the revolutionary and Civil Wars to World War II.  
Crawford Conservation Inc. will give tips on how owners can preserve and care for their priceless artifacts. 

“The Museum road Show attracts visitors from all over South Carolina and neighboring states! Guests 
have the opportunity to learn more about that heirloom they inherited or that antique item they found in 
a flea market,” said Meika Samuel, director of operations. 

 “The State Museum is proud to offer this service to our guests,” Samuel continued. “We hear some 
wonderful stories about things that have been cherished and passed down through the years by families. 
We also hear of some fabulous bargains that people have picked up and later found out they were worth 
far more than they imagined!”

Museum Road Show - Winter Edition
         Saturday, Jan. 21

An additional rare “Dave pot” has joined other pots by the famous 
slave potter in the South Carolina antebellum period exhibit.

In the Edgefield District of South Carolina, a distinct type of 
pottery known as alkaline glazed stoneware was produced as early 
as 1809, according to Curator of Art Paul Matheny.  “The majority 
of this functional pottery was created by African American slave 
craftspeople for local factory owners. The most famous of all of 
the slave potters was a ‘turner’ who inscribed his ware with the 
signature, ‘Dave.’” 

During this period of South Carolina’s history it was illegal for 
slaves to learn how to read or write; however, Dave was able to do 
both.  Dave used the surface of some of his pots frequently to write 
his name, the date, and sometimes poetic verses.  “There are close 
to 40 known jars and jugs that have verses inscribed on the surface,” 
said Matheny.  The earliest dated verse pot created by Dave is dated 
July 12, 1834, with the verse: “put every bit all between, surely this 
jar will hold 14,” meaning the jug held 14 gallons of liquid.   Some 
of the vessels created by Dave are extremely large, and a few have 
a capacity of more than 40 gallons.

The new addition to the gallery is the second oldest known 
Dave pot, and contains the intriguing verse, “oh the moon and the 
stars, hard work to make big jars.”  It is dated Aug. 24, 1834.  This jar 
recently was discovered in a private collection and was generously 
loaned to the State Museum for exhibition. 

Dave’s verses serve as a poetic form of journal writing, providing 
a glimpse into the life and personal perspective of a slave more 
than 150 years ago,” said the curator.  “Just imagine the young 
craftsman named Dave, taking a break from turning his pottery, 
standing outside of the pottery shop, gazing upwards at the night 
sky and contemplating the scale of his work in comparison with 
the universe.  

“It probably never crossed his mind that almost 180 years later, 
people would be staring in awe at his pottery.”

Newly-Discovered “Dave Pot” 

Tickets are per item evaluated and non-refundable:  
$20 for the first item ($15 for Museum members) 
$30 for two items ($25 members)
$35 for three items ($30 members) 
$40 for four items ($35 members). 
There is a limit of four items per person.  

To pre-register, call (803) 898-4999.
For more information, call (803) 898-4952 or 
e-mail publicprograms@scmuseum.org. 

Visitors to the State Museum’s third floor won’t be able to miss 
the latest addition to the aviation exhibit - a large model of a 
B-25 bomber that now hangs over the uSS Hornet aircraft carrier 
model.  Although the plane is not new to the museum’s collection, 
it highlights the diverse assortment of objects that the museum 
utilizes to tell South Carolina’s stories.  B-25s and South Carolina 
have a long history together. 

The B-25 “Mitchell,” named in honor of military aviation pioneer 
Billy Mitchell, was a twin-engine medium bomber that was 
operated by the United States during and after World War II.  Nearly 
10,000 were built, with most seeing action in the European, African 
and Pacific campaigns (1942-1945). Combat losses, crashes and 
post-war scrapping whittled the B-25 fleet down. Only about 100 
examples survive today.  

“Those who wonder why anyone would put a bomber like the 
B-25 on display with an aircraft carrier should take a closer look 
at the airplanes on the flight deck of that uSS Hornet model,” said 
Curator of Natural History Dave Cicimurri.  “Those aircraft are B-25s 
(B variants), and the display commemorates the famous Doolittle 

raid of April 18, 1942, when B-25s made the first U.S. attack on the 
Japanese homeland,” said the curator.

“B-25 crews trained at air bases that were located throughout the 
Palmetto State during World War II. Columbia Army Air Base (now 
Owens Field) was the starting point for the Doolittle raid. It was 
where crewmembers volunteered for the mission and began their 
training. A B-25C now housed at Owens Field, nicknamed Skunky, 
operated out of Greenwood and crashed into Lake Greenwood on 
June 6, 1944 (D-Day).  The propeller on the wall near the Hornet 
was salvaged from that plane.  Dan rossman, the builder of the 
big B-25 model now on exhibit, was a crewman on board Skunky 
when it went down.

Skunky was salvaged in 1983 and except for a brief stint at the 
State Museum for the 50th anniversary of the Doolittle raid, the 
plane has resided at Owens Field (there are hopes to some day 
restore the aircraft).  Skunky isn’t the only B-25 to be salvaged from 
a South Carolina lake.  Sixty-two years after crashing into Lake 
Murray, a plane that originally flew out of Columbia Army Air Base 
was raised in 2005 and moved to Birmingham, Ala. 

B-25 Bomber “Flies” Above USS Hornet  

Visit soon to learn more about these treasures! 
Stay tuned to Images as we discover more South Carolina treasures! 

New Additions 
 Now on Display
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Calendar at a Glance

Jan. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26; 
March 4, 11, 18, 25 - 1:30 p.m.

The Incredible Human Body - 60 min.

Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31; Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28: 
March 6, 13, 20, 27 - 11 a.m.

Our Health: The Noble Profession - 57 min.

Jan. 3, 6, 10, 13, 17, 20, 24, 27, 31; 
Feb. 3, 7, 10, 14, 17, 21, 24, 28; 

March 2, 6, 9, 13, 16, 20, 23, 27, 30 - 1:30 p.m.
Why We Smoke - 25 min.

Jan. 7, 14, 21, 28; Feb. 4, 11, 18, 25; 
March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 - 1:30 p.m.

Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31; Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28; 
March 6, 13, 20, 27 - 3 p.m.

The Incredible Human Machine - 90 min.

Jan. 6, 13, 20, 27; Feb. 3, 10, 17, 24; 
March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 - 11 a.m.

Our Health: Overcoming Obesity - 58 min. 

Jan. 7; Feb. 4, 25; March 17 - 11 a.m.
The Civil War: Most Hallowed Ground  - 67 min.

Jan. 14 - 11 a.m.
Uncommon Folk - 60 min.

Jan. 21; Feb. 11; March 3, 24  - 11 a.m.
The Civil War: War is All Hell - 64 min.

Jan. 28; Feb. 18; March 10, 31 - 11 a.m.
The Civil War: The Better Angels of our Nature - 64 min.

FrEE with Museum admission or membership • Auditorium, 2nd Floor

State Museum
Highlights Tours
Do you feel there is so much to see at the 
South Carolina State Museum that you 
don’t know where to start? Wish you had 
a personal tour guide?  Join a weekend 
walk-in tour! Docents will lead 60-minute 
tours highlighting museum exhibits. 
Tours depart from the lobby on selected 
Saturdays at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

Exhibitions
Opening Feb 24

Abstract Art in South 
Carolina, 1949-2011

Through April 15

BODY WORLDS Vital

Through Jan. 15

Uncommon Folk
Folk Art from the South 
Carolina State Museum Collection

Through late April

The Great Charleston 
Earthquake 1886

Through April 2012

Soldiers of the 
Palmetto State 1861-1865
“We Left in a Storm of Cheers”

Through Dec. 31, 2012

Tangible History
South Carolina Stoneware from the 
Holcombe Family Collection

Through Dec. 31, 2012

The Robert B. Ariail 
Collection of Historical 
Astronomy

MUSEUM ANd A MoViE January
1st  - Museum open for new Years Day and $1 Sunday. General 

admission only $1 today.

1st - Last day of Winter Fest. Wrap up the holidays with crafts, 
games and other activities celebrating the season. 1 - 4 p.m.

1st - Museum and a Movie.  See page 10.

6th  - Museum and a Movie.  See page 10.

7th - Museum Highlights tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

7th, 8th, 10th and 13th - Museum and a Movie.  See page 10.

14th - “the Mystery of the H.L. Hunley.” retired submariner 
Stonewall “Stoney” Hilton tells the tale of how the Confederate 
submarine H.L. Hunley sank the uSS Housatonic in Charleston 
Harbor. Free with admission or membership. Limited seating.       
11 a.m., noon, 1 p.m., 2 p.m., 3 p.m., Fourth  floor. 

14th - Museum Highlights tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

14th and 15th  - Museum and a Movie.  See page 10. 

16th - Museum open for MLK Day. 

16th, 17th and 20th - Museum and a Movie.  See page 10.

21st  -Museum road Show - Winter edition.  Local experts offer 
informal appraisals of fine art, textiles, military memorabilia, 
furniture, jewelry and much more.  Tickets are $20 for the 
first item ($15 for Museum members), $30 for two items ($25 
members), $35 for three items ($30 members) and $40 for four 
items ($35 members). There is a limit of four items per person. 
9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. (ticket sales from 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.), Atrium. 

21st -  Museum Highlights tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

21st, 22nd, 24th and  27th - Museum and a Movie. See page 10. 

28th  -  Museum Highlights tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

28th, 29th, 31st  - Museum and a Movie.  See page 10. 

February
3rd - Museum and a Movie. See page 10. 

4th - Museum Highlights tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

4th  - Museum and a Movie. See page 10. 

5th - $1 Sunday. General admission only $1 today.

5th, 7th and 10th - Museum and a Movie. See page 10. 

11th - “the Mystery of the H.L. Hunley.” retired submariner 
Stonewall “Stoney” Hilton tells the tale of how the Confederate 
submarine H.L. Hunley sank the uSS Housatonic in Charleston 
Harbor. Free with admission or membership. Limited seating.      
11 a.m., noon, 1 p.m., 2 p.m., 3 p.m., Fourth  floor. 

11th - Museum Highlights tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

11th, 12th, 14th,  17th - Museum and a Movie.  See page 10. 

18th -  Museum Highlights tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

18th, 19th, 20th -  Museum and a Movie.  See page 10.

20th - Museum open for Presidents Day!

21st and 24th - Museum and a Movie.  See page 10.

25th - Museum Highlights tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

25th, 26th and 28th -  Museum and a Movie.  See page 10.

March
2nd - Museum and a Movie. See page 10. 

3rd - Museum Highlights tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

3rd -  Museum and a Movie. See page 10. 

4th - $1 Sunday. General admission only $1 today.

4th, 6th, 9th - Museum and a Movie.  See page 10.

10th -  Museum Highlights tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

10th, 11th and 13th - Museum and a Movie.  See page 10.

17th  - Museum Highlights tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

17th, 16th, 18th, 20th and 23rd - Museum and a Movie. See 
page 10. 

24th - Health Fair & Blood Drive. In conjunction with BODY 
WOrLDS Vital, learn more about health, wellness and many 
illnesses and diseases as health care providers distribute 
information and provide a full day of programs, mascots and 
other family activities. Those interested in participating in the 
red Cross Blood Drive should contact 803-898-4952 to register. 
11 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

24th - Museum Highlights tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

24th, 25th, 27th and 30th - Museum and a Movie.  See page 10.  

31st  - Museum Highlights tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

31st  - Museum and a Movie.  See page 10. 

Photos by Celeste Wszola
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Dates are subject to change.  Please call ahead to verify programs at 803.898.4921 or visit southcarolinastatemuseum.org



The State Museum launched on Oct. 12 its $23 million expansion and renovation project,  Windows to New Worlds, which will transform 
the museum’s capacity to engage, educate and inspire visitors at its historic site in Columbia, across the state and beyond.

Exciting new attractions will include a state-of-the-art observatory, a 55-foot digital dome planetarium and theater (the largest in the 
state), and an immersive 4-D theater.

Stunning multimedia images, digital sound and laser light shows are only a few of the capabilities of the digital dome theater.  
Three-dimensional films will be enhanced with fourth-dimensional sensations such as blasts of air, water sprays and seat vibrations in 

the 4-D theater.
Eyepiece-to-projector technology will enable incredible views of the universe to be seen not only through the giant, historic Alvan Clark 

telescope by individuals, but by 125 people at once in the planetarium or by every schoolchild in South Carolina via the Internet, in what 
the museum calls “virtual field trips.”  “The educational possibilities are as limitless as space,” said Director of Education Tom Falvey.

Not only will science programming be improved dramatically, but teaching capabilities for history, art and natural history also will be 
enhanced.  A hall spotlighting the museum’s world-class collection of historic telescopes and equipment will emphasize an enriched 
ability to display more of the museum’s prestigious collections, a major part of its mission.

“This launch culminates more than a decade of planning an expanded vision for the State Museum with education, cultural and tourism 
leaders across South Carolina,” said Gray Culbreath, chair of the State Museum Commission and a Columbia attorney.  “Giving the go-
ahead for construction is a milestone day for this institution, its thousands of supporters and the hundreds of thousands of schoolchildren 
and others who will enjoy its diverse offerings.”

The project will add approximately 22,655 square feet to the museum’s home, the historic Columbia Mill building located on the Congaree 
river in downtown Columbia.  Additionally, 47,500 square feet of the facility will be renovated, making room for a new front entrance and 
lobby, larger museum store, expanded catering capabilities, and increased meeting and professional development facilities. 
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Enhancements Will Benefit S.C. Schoolchildren

State Museum Launches $23 Million Transformation, Renovation 
 “These enhancements to our existing programming are tied directly to the state’s educational emphasis in the disciplines of science, 

technology, engineering and mathematics,” said William Calloway, executive director of the museum.  “In addition to standard-based 
programs delivered, our expanded outreach capacity will be particularly valuable for schools that do not have the resources to travel to 
Columbia.”

Annually, more than 70,000 school children from all 46 counties visit the 
museum free of charge.

Construction is expected to begin in March, Calloway said, and the grand 
opening for the expanded facility is planned for summer 2013.

Bond financing of $5.5 million facilitated by the South Carolina Jobs-
Economic Development Authority (JEDA) is aiding initiation of the project.  
JEDA said the bond issuance would help maintain 30 existing jobs and create 
a total of seven new jobs within 24 months after the project is operational.  
Direct construction jobs from the expansion will be 170, with about 350 more 
spin-off jobs generated.  The museum estimates that the improvements will 
help attract 75,000 additional visitors and $1.6 million in additional revenue 
annually, essentially doubling earned income.

The $23 million project is being funded by public and private sources, including the State of South Carolina, NASA, the City of Columbia, 
richland County, Lexington County, the City of Forest Acres, BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina, the rev. Dr. Solomon Jackson Jr., 
SCANA, the Dorothy Smith Charitable Foundation, the Lipscomb Family Foundation and others.

The South Carolina State Museum, long described as “South Carolina under one roof,” is the largest and most comprehensive museum 
in the Southeastern United States, celebrating the Palmetto State’s art, natural history, cultural history, and science and technology.

More information on Windows to New Worlds can be found at the museum’s Web site, southcarolinastatemuseum.org.

 “These enhancements to our existing 

programming are tied directly to the 

state’s educational emphasis in the 

disciplines of science, technology, 

engineering and mathematics”
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Dave joined the museum a few months ago and is already 
busy reorganizing the Museum’s natural history collection and 
teaching school programs. 

Originally from Philadelphia, Cicimurri moved to Seneca 12 years 
ago to become curator at the Bob Campbell Geology Museum at 
Clemson University. His first love, however, is paleontology – the 
study of ancient life. When the natural history position became 
available upon long-time curator Jim knight’s retirement, Dave 
jumped at the chance to work with the Museum’s collection and 
exhibit. 

“I would like to expand the paleontology exhibit to allow us to 
better understand South Carolina’s history as far back as we can 
get,” said Cicimurri. “We can explore and make new discoveries to 
figure out how animals lived for at least the last 70 million years.” 

Notes From Our Director, William Calloway 
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Why stay indoors this winter?  Join us as we lead guided tours, assist 
museum guests, greet members, make crafts during public programs, and 
support efforts to conserve some of our state’s most valuable treasures.

As a volunteer, you become a vital link in sustaining our status as a 
world-class institution by providing educational and entertaining guest 
experiences.

 You can make a difference here by becoming part of our volunteer corps 
that reaches thousands of people each year.  

 We are always looking for enthusiastic individuals or groups. No prior 
volunteer experience is necessary. We offer flexible schedules and free 
training, but that’s not all!  

Jumpstart Your New Year by 
Volunteering at the State Museum! 

There are benefits to 
volunteering, including 

discounts in the Museum 
store and café, FREE 

admission and working with 
a great group of people who 

are likewise culturally and 
civic-minded.

 To learn more about becoming a volunteer, 
contact La Ruchala Murphy at 803.898.4962 or simply download an application at

 www.scmuseum.org/volunteer/default.aspx

The State Museum welcomes its new 
Natural History Curator, Dave Cicimurri.

For members interested in fossils, Dave is planning field study visits to 
Harleyville, Summerville, the Pee Dee River and to Edisto Beach.  

Keep your eyes on Images for details!

As 2011 draws to a close, we are busy planning ahead for what 
will be a transformational new year for the State Museum. 

• In 2012 we will begin the long-planned construction and renovation project “Windows to New 
Worlds.” 

• From January to mid-April the BODY WORLDS Vital exhibit will continue its record-breaking 
run. 

• We will continue our popular signature events, including the Museum Road Show, the 
Congaree Art Festival, the Southeastern Toy Soldier Show, Tricks and Treats, and our Fall 
Heritage Festival. New exhibits include an abstract art show, Abstract Art in South Carolina: 
1949-2011, and phase three of our Civil War sesquicentennial expansion.

For some facilities the summer months attract the most visitors, but for the State Museum, 
our busiest time will be the next six months. We will have close to 50,000 schoolchildren visit 
the facility in that time, as we also kick off the summer family visit season. 

Added to that normal hectic schedule is the additional attendance that has been generated by the incredibly successful BODY 
WORLDS Vital. Since we have opened the exhibit we have pre-registered 12,000-plus 
school visits and more than 3,300 students already have visited! The exhibit contains 
applicable educational content for higher grade levels than usually come to our facility, 
so we are exposing the wonders of the State Museum to a whole new set of students. 
The total attendance to the exhibit from the Nov. 11 special member preview until Dec. 
18 is 11,500, which dwarfs last year’s Pirates exhibit attendance of 3500 during the same 
time period.

It is rewarding to see the reverence and curiosity the exhibit generates with visitors 
of all ages and demographics. I have seen many entire families with young children in 
the exhibit, where the parents patiently explain the wonders of the human body to 
their sons and daughters. The audio tours that take guests through the entire exhibit 
also have proven to be very popular, and they give additional insight into what you are 
seeing on display.

As you know, this past October we formally announced the start of the construction 
on the renovation project that will transform the museum and launch us into the next 
25 years of growth and opportunity. With state-of-the-art components including -
• a Digital Dome Planetarium and Theater complete with laser show capability and 

interactive seat technology;
• an Observatory through which we can reach out not only to the stars with our 1926 

Alvin Clark telescope, but also reach into every classroom across the state with online, 
interactive technology;

• a 4-D theater that will immerse the visitor in learning experiences about the art, history, 
and science of the state and the world around us.
This project is a dream long-held by many people over many years. It is very rewarding 

to begin the process of turning those dreams into reality. We start construction this 
spring with an estimated completion in summer 2013. We are grateful to our many 
supporters who have helped raised the funds and have contributed their personal 
resources to bring a project of this quality and scope to the state of South Carolina.

I am also sure that the year 2012 will once again present both challenges and 
opportunities. However, I am confident that with our super staff, dedicated volunteers, 
and loyal members we will have another great year in which more than 150,000 people 
will gather with friends and family to experience the wonders of the Palmetto State.

A Transformational New Year!!

I hope that you, your family and friends will plan to visit the 
museum to take advantage of all the exciting plans we have in 

store for you. 2012 truly will be a transformational and exciting 
year at your South Carolina State Museum!

Come see us!
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The year 2012 marks an important sesquicentennial commemoration of South 
Carolina’s native son, robert Smalls, and his heroic flight to freedom.  On May 13, 
1862, Smalls, who worked on the Confederate States Ship (CSS) Planter in Charleston, 
made history when he stole the Confederate ship from under the noses of Charleston 
Harbor guards and steamed his way to freedom. At dawn, Smalls commandeered 
the Planter and piloted it to the Union forces that blockaded Fort Sumter.

The Life and Times of Congressman Robert Smalls, part of your State Museum’s 
traveling exhibits collection, will be on view at the African American Museum in 
Philadelphia until March 20, 2012. The exhibit has traveled widely and is expected 
to attract record visitation by people who are interested in Civil War history and the 
roles played by African Americans. Information about the exhibit and about robert 
Smalls programs in Philadelphia can be found at http://www.aampmuseum.org/.

From Philadelphia, the exhibit will travel back to South Carolina and be on view at 
the Charleston Museum from April through mid-June 2012. Two days of educational 
activities are planned in Charleston over the weekend of May 12-13. They will include 
a panel discussion, “robert Smalls: His Actions, Impact and Legacy;” the dedication 
by Mayor Joe riley of an interpretive sign; the unveiling of a robert Smalls historic 
marker; and a lecture about the CSS Planter.  The activities culminate with a boat tour 
tracing the route of Smalls’ flight to freedom.  

Robert Smalls Traveling Exhibit and 
the Civil War Sesquicentennial

You’re Invited!
Join us in Charleston for a weekend of 

commemorative activities.
You can find more information at 
www.scmuseum.org/exhibits/

traveling_exhibits.aspx 
or at 

www.robertsmalls.com.

Blocks of hotel rooms have been 
reserved for this weekend and 

attendees are urged to make plans as 
early as possible.

Additional Traveling Exhibits on View This Spring 
• Palmetto Hands fine Crafts Exhibition is on exhibit at the Florence Museum until March 

• Colonial Life in South Carolina is on view at the National Bean Market Museum in Lake City until February

• Diversity Endangered can be seen at Furman University until April

• The South Carolina Watermedia Society’s Annual Juried Exhibition is on display at the Sumter Museum until March

• 521 All Stars: A Championship Story of Baseball and Community is on exhibit at The Museum in Greenwood until April

• Art/Humanity: Contemporary African American fiber Art can be seen at the Cheraw Arts Commission in February

You still have a chance to see The Great Charleston Earthquake, 1886, now on view at 
YOUR State Museum before it joins the Traveling Exhibits Program in May.

The Traveling Exhibits Program advances appreciation for and understanding of the
 art, history and culture of South Carolina.
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Marion and Cathy knox
Sanford and Sara  koon
Allan and Bess LaMontagne
Chuck and kathy Lee
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Louise Lyle
Joel and kim Masters
Edwin McCravy
Mark and Linda McGannon
Alice Moore
Lonnie and Nancy Nelson
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Alex  Patrick
Jane  Patrick
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W.r. and Miriam Posey
richard riley
James robey
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Sara Setzer
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James and Marta Stiver
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in Memory of  Tony rajer
 Julie Cooper

in Memory of  Margaret Glenn
SCSM Docent Sharing Interpreters

in Honor of 
Alex Patrick and Bill Cain

Jane Patrick

in Honor of 
Mary Francis Harris

Tim Sinclair
Jim & Patsy Harris

Leon & Tonia Darby

in Honor of the 
SC State Museum

SCSM Docent Sharing Interpreters

& Memorials
Tributes

If you would like to honor a friend or family member 
through a donation to the South Carolina 

State Museum Foundation, please call 803.898.4935.
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Many Thanks To our Community Partners!

You Make it Happen!

For information on how to become a Community Partner, please call 803.898.4992
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We would like to recognize the people and 
institutions who during the past few months have 
generously donated objects to our collection.  
Their interest, support and generosity have greatly 
assisted us in our efforts to continue to build the 
State Museum for South Carolina.

Artifact donors

Louise Barton
kay Teer

George Hyder
Nick Lukianov

Susan Haynesworth
Joseph Holmes

Barbara Galarneau
Herbert Byrd

Department of Archives 
and History

Grey Culbreath
Joel W. Collins Jr.

Leah Lake
kemper Amick

Bill Davies
Dr. Alexander Patrick

Joel H. McGee Sr.
Louise Wingard

David Moore
Dr. Jack Meyer

Event Packages
The State Museum is offering an 

opportunity for you to host a private 
viewing of BODY WORLDS Vital!

Packages are for three-hour events and include exhibit tickets, event setup 
& requirements (tables, chairs and linens) and 10% off of purchases in the 
Museum store. Beer & wine service may be added for an additional $10 per 
person. Minimum total package cost is $500. 

You may customize an event or pick from the 
three great packages below.

Option 1
Catering Kitchen Access • $15 per person

Option 2
Light Refreshments • $25 per person

Option 3
Heavy Refreshments • $35 per person

For More information 
or Reservations 
Please contact Margaret at
803.898.4901 or 
margaret.farish@scmuseum.org



MuSEuM HourS: open Tuesday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sunday 1 - 5 p.m. 
Closed Mondays between Labor Day and Memorial Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

Special opening days and hours through April 15, 2012. See page 5.

301 Gervais Street, Loading Zone D
Columbia, S.C. 29201

southcarolinastatemuseum.org • 803.898.4921
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Guy Lipscomb was a giant figure in South Carolina art.  
Not only a prolific watercolorist, he co-founded the 
Southeastern  and South Carolina Watercolor Societies 
and was instrumental in the creation of the South 
Carolina State Museum. Any Palmetto State home or 
workplace will be made richer and more special with 
one (or all!) of these charming prints on its wall. 

Now available at the Museum store
Unframed ($50)  • Framed ($175 - $200)

Home or office!
decorate with elegant 

reproduction prints by acclaimed 
South Carolina artist 

Guy Lipscomb.

The Ashley River from Magnolia Gardens, image size 25 ¼” w x 21” h

Barrier Island Vista, image size 28 ¼” w x 21” h

Meeting House II,  image size 21” w x 15 7/8” h

South Carolina State Museum Store
Shop online at cottonmillexchange.com

803.898.4937

All proceeds benefit 
YOUR State Museum!


