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A_, ORD INJ.l~C E ESTABLI SHING ZONI~G REGULATIOl~ S FOR THE TOWN OF SUl -C SIDI: 
BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA , AND PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION, ENi 1 l ~CEMENT, 

AND AMENDMENT THEREO F IN ACCORilANCE WITH THE GENERAL STATUTES Of SOUTH 
CAROLINA, VOLUME 3, CHAPTER 7.1, ARTICLE 3, SECTION 14-350, 1962 CODE OF 
LAWS, 1968 CL'MULATIVE SUPPLEHENT. 

ARTICLE I 
TITLE 

This ordinance shall be known and may be cit ed as the Zoning 
Ordinance of the Town of Surfside Beach, South Carolina. 

ARTICLE II 
OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of this ordinance are to guide development in 
ac cordance with present and future needs as defined in the Comp:ehensive 
Deve l opment Plan, to protect, promote, and improve the public health, 
safety , morals, and general welfare of the community ; to lessen con­
gestion in the streets; to secure safety from fire, panic and other 
danger s ; to provide for adequate light and air; to prevent the overcrowd­
ing of land; to avoid undue concentrations of population; to protect 
scenic areas; to facilitate the adequate provision of transportation, 
water, sewerage, schools, parks and other public requirements. To 
accomplish these stated objectives, this ordinance and the accompanying 
zoning maps have been designed with reasonable consideration, among 
other things, to the character of the districts and their peculiar suit­
ability for particular groups of functionally related land uses. To 
further provide for the peculiarity of individual districts, the 
objectives of the separate districts are stated in and made a p ~ rt of 
the regulations governing said districts. 

ARTICLE III 
ESTABLISHMENT OF ZONING DISTRICTS 

To achieve the objectives set forth in Article II of th i s 
ordinance, the following zoning districts are hereby established . 

A-1 
A-1-a 
A-3 
A-4 
A-5 
A-6 
AC-1 
C-1 
C-2 
OC-1 
I - 1 
CP-1 

Accommodations, single-family residential 
Accommodations, single-family residential 
Accommodations, multi-family residential 
Accommodations, resort residential 
Ac commodations, mobile residential 
Pccommodations, mobile resort residential 
Accommodations, commercial, resort 
Commerc ial, primary 
Commercial, highway 
Commerc i a l, of fi ce 
I ndus trial, limited 
Conserva tion - Pr eservation 



The boundaries of the above zoning districts are hereby established 
as shown on the Official Zoning Map of the Town of Surfside Beach 
which, together with all explanatory matter thereon, is hereby adopted by 
reference and declared to be a part of this Ordinance. 

The Official Zoning Map shall be identified by the signature of 
the Mayor attested by the Town Clerk, and bearing the Seal of the Town 
under the words: "Official Zoning Map, Town of Surfside Beach, South 
Carolina," together with the date of the adoption of this ordinance. 
The Official Zoning Map shall be located in the office of the Building 
Inspector and shall be the final authority as to the current zoning 
status of land, water areas, buildings, and other structures in the 
Town, notwithstanding any other zoning map proported to be a copy of 
the Official Zoning Map. 

Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of districts as 
shown on the Official Zoning Map, the following rules shall apply: 

1. Boundaries indicated as approximately following the center 
of streets, highways, railroad lines, utility easements, or 
alleys shall be construed to follow such center lines; 

2. Boundaries indicated as approximately following platted lot 
lines and city limit lines shall be construed as following 
such lines; 

3. Boundaries indicated as following shorelines shall be construed 
to follow such shorelines, and in the event of change in the 
shorelines shall be construed as moving with the actual 
shorelines; boundaries indicated as approximately following 
the center lines of streams, rivers, canals, lakes or other 
bodies of water shall be construed to follow such center 
lines; 

4. Boundaries indicated as parallel to or extension of features 
indicated in subsections 1 through 3 above shall be so construed; 

5. Distances not specifically indicated on the Official Zoning 
Map shall be determined by the scale of the Map. 

ARTICLE IV 
USE GROUPS 

In order to carry out the provisions of these regulations, the use 
of the land, buildings, and other structures are hereby divided, combined 
and classified into functionally compatible use groups. The names of the 
groups, and a list of permitted uses allowed within the groups are set 
forth in this Article. The provisions by which these groups are permitted 
in the several districts are set forth elsewhere in these regulations. 

Whenever a use is specifically listed in a use group, and also could 
be construed to be incorporated within a more inclusive listing in another 
group, the more specific listing shall control. Land uses, buildings or 
other structures not specifically included or implied in the desc ription of 
a use group, shall not be permitted within said use group. 
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Hithin the area of jurisdicti,n of the Town of Surfside Beach, 
the following use groups are hereby established and herein defined. 

NUNBER NAHE, DESCRIPTION AND LIST OF PER.c'1ITTED USES 

1 AGRICULTURE 

Permitted Uses: 

(a) Land used for agricultural purposes, including 
farming, horticulture, truck gardens and commercial 
nurseries; and the sale of products raised on the 
premises, provided, processing of such products 
for sale shall be limited to sorting, grading and 
packaging and shall not include cooking, canning, 
juice manufacture, or slaughtering and cleaning of 
animals or poultry. 

(b) Establishments for housing and treating domestic 
animals, provided that any treatment rooms, cages, 
pens, or kennels be maintained in such a way as to 
produce no objectionable odors outside its walls. 

(c) Private or commercial stables. 

Accessory Uses: Customary incidental uses, including sheds, barns 
and facilities for packing and storing agricultural products. 

2 RESIDENTIAL, SINGLE FA.c'1ILY 

Principal Uses: Single family detached d\-7elling. 

Accessory Uses: Customary incidental uses, including garages, 
swimming pools, non-commercial greenhouses, and home occupations. 

3 RESIDENTIAL, TWO FA.c'1ILY 

Principal Uses: One and two family dwellings. 

Accessory Uses: Customary incidental uses, including garages, 
swimming pools, and non-commercial greenhouses, and home occupations. 

4 RESIDENTIAL, MULTI-FAMILY 

Principal Uses: 

(a) One, two and multi-family dwellings, including 
townhouses, condominiums, apartments and cooperative 
apartments for permanent occupancy. 

(b) Group Developments. 



Accessory Uses: 

(a) One and two family dwellings. Customary incidental 
uses including garages, home occupations, non-commercial 
greenhouses and swimming pools; 

(b) Multi-family dwellings and Group Developments. Customary 
incidental uses including parking lots, swimming pools 
and coin operated vending machines for candy, tobacco, 
ice, soft drinks, laundry facilities, and sundries, 
provided the machine operations are located within a 
principal building designed to cater primarily to the 
residents of the development and accessible only from 
an interior court, lobby or corridor. 

5 RESIDENTIAL, RESORT 

Principal Uses: Establishments providing for resort type 
accommodations, including: hotels, motels, and tourist homes, 
including apartment accommodations ±;r short-term residency. 

Accessory Uses: 

(a) A resort accommodation shall be permitted to establish 
restaurants, newsstands and snack bars within the 
principal building, designed to cater primarily to 
the guests of the facility, and accessible only from 
an interior court, lobby or corridor; 

(b) A resort accommodation containing fifty (SO) or more 
rental units shall be permitted to establish accessory 
uses within the principal building, provided they are 
accessible only from an interior court, lobby or 
corridor. 

Said accessory uses shall be limited to drug and sundry 
shops, florists, gift shops, confectionary stores, 
newsstands, night clubs, restaurants, snack bars, beach 
and automobile rental - agencies; 

(c) Parking lots and swimming pools. 

6 RESIDENTIAL, MOBILE HOME 

Principal Uses. Mobile homes (trailers), whether on wheels or 
a foundation, designed to serve as living quarters, whether 
permanent or occasional. 
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Acc es so r y Use s . Customa r y inciden t a l uses including man agement 
he adquarters, recrea tional facilities, toilets, shower s . coin­
operated laundry facilities a nd other uses provided such esta blish­
ments shall be restri c ted in their use to occupants of t he park. 

7 RESIDENTIAL, TRAVEL TRAILERS 

Principal Uses. Travel trailers, t ent s , campers, and e quivalent 
fa c ilitie s construc ted in or on automotive vehicles for short-
t e rm hou s ing or shelt e r arrangement s , prov ided that such facilities 
shall not exceed thirty (30) feet in length. 

Accessory Use s . Customary incidental uses including management 
headquarters, recreational facilities, toilets, showers, coin­
operated laundry facilities and other uses provided such establish­
ments shall be restricted in their use to occupants of the park. 

8 SOCIAL AND CULTURAL 

Principal Uses. 

(a) Education - Establishments providing for mental development 
and enlightenment of the individual, including universities 
and colleges, kindergartens, primary and secondary schools, 
music, dance, craft and art schools; business and other 
specialized training schools; museums; libraries; and 
art galleries when non-profit: 

(b) Religion - Establishments providing for religious services 
and development including: churches, temples, synagogues, 
educational building and rectories; 

(c) Recreation - Places for active or passive play, including: 
playgrounds, parks, tennis courts, ball fields, swimming 
pools and golf courses, but not lighted for night play 
and not including miniature golf courses, putting greens, 
driving ranges, and similar activities operated as a 
business, but including a building for a golf shop, locker 
room, and snack bar. 

Accessory Uses. Customary incidental uses, but not to include 
open air storage. 

9 SOCIAL AND CULTURAL, L llliTED 

Principal Uses. Includes all uses permitted in the Social and 
Cultural Use Group 8, with the exception of music, dance, craft 
and art schools; business and other specialized training schools; 
museums; libraries, art galleries, and private kindergartens, 
which are exclusively prohibited. 
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Accessory Uses. Customary incidental uses, but not to include 
open air storage. 

10 BUSINESS, PRIMARY RETAIL 

Principal Uses. Establishments selling commodities in small 
quantities to the consumer, usually low bulk comparison items 
which are normally found in the central business district, 
including department stores, and stores selling general merchan­
dise, variety merchandise, shoes, millinery, clothing, jewelry, 
books, flowers, gifts, music, cameras, luggage, opticals, cigars, 
candy, sewing machines, picture framing, sporting goods, station­
ery, watches, art supplies, hobby supplies, stamp and coin, 
furs, leather goods, records, pet shops, saving stamp stores. 

Accessory Uses. Customary incidental uses but not to include 
open air storage. 

11 BUSINESS, SECONDARY RETAIL 

Principal Uses. Establishments selling primarily one-stop shop­
ping items usually high bulk and very often more expensive items 
than those listed in Primary Retail Business Use Group, including 
stores selling appliances, radio, television, floor coverings, 
furniture, home furnishings, antiques, automobiles and auto 
accessories, motorcycles, boats, trailers, hardware, lumber, 
paint, wallpaper, farm equipment, agricultural implements, 
auction items, business machines, typewriters, adding machines, 
building materials, road building equipment, loan and pawn shop, 
office equipment, restaurant equipment, second hand items, 
used cars, tombstones, surplus material, bicycles, guns, light 
fixtures, tackle shops, used auto parts. 

Accessory Usis. Customary incidental uses, not to include 
open air storage. 

12 BUSINESS, SECONDARY RETAIL, LHHTED 

Principal Uses. Establishments selling primarily one stop 
shopping items compatible with and complementary to primary retail 
sales establishments, including stores selling appliances, radios, 
televisions, floor coverings, furniture, home furnishings, 
antiques, motorcycles, auto accessories, auction houses, business 
machines, typewriters, adding machines, loan and pawn shops, office 
equipment, restaurant ·equipment, second hand items, bicycles, 
guns, light fixtures, and tackle shops. 

13 BUSINESS, CONVENIENCE RETAIL 

Principal Uses. Establishments providing convenience items and 
services to the general public including barber and beauty shops, 
drug stores, gasoline service stations, grocery and food stores; 
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flower shops, laundromats and dry cleaning pickup stations: 
beverage stores, confectionaries, delicatessens, news and 
magazine stands, and bakeries where products are sold exc lusively 
at ret a il and on premises. 

Accessory Uses, Customary incidental accessory uses, but not 
to include open air storage. 

14 BUSINESS, CONVENIENCE RETAIL, LIMITED 

Principal Uses. Establishments limited to five thousand (5,000) 
square feet of gross floor space, including storage, and providing 
convenience items and services to the general public. Such estab­
lishments are limited to the following uses; barber and beauty 
shops; drug stores; grocery and food stores; flower shops; 
beverage stores; confectionaries; delicatessens, and bakeries 
whose products are sold exclusively at retail and on premises. 

Accessory Uses. Customary incidental accessory uses, but not 
to include open air storage. 

15 BUSINESS, WHOLESALE 

Principal Uses. Establishments selling commodities in large 
quantities to retailers, including wholesalers for all types 
for retail products, bulk stations for gasoline, kerosene, fuel 
oil, bottled gas, etc., and warehouses, storage sheds and areas. 

Accessory Uses . Customary incidental uses, including open air 
storage. 

16 BUSINESS, AMUSEHENT SERVICES 

Principal Uses. Establishments providing entertainment primarily 
as a commercial activity in contrast to play or recreation activi­
ties, including theaters, billiards, pool halls, bowling alleys, 
skating rinks, dance halls, shooting galleries, taverns, clubs, 
amusement parks, piers, and arcades, miniature golf, boardwalk, 
bath houses, sight-seeing depots, variety merchandise shops, and 
eating places. 

Accessory Uses. Customary incidental uses, but not to include 
open air storage. 

17 BUSINESS, AHUSEMENT SERVICES, LIMITED 

Principal Uses. Establishments providing for limited commercial 
entertainment activities, including theaters, drive-in theaters, 
coliseums, golf driving ranges, miniature golf courses, billiards, 
pool halls, bowling alleys, and skating rinks. 
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Accessory Uses. Customary incidental uses, but not to include 
open air storage. 

18 BUSINESS, PERSONAL SERVICES 

Principal Uses. Establishments providing services pertaining to 
the person or to his apparel and personal effects, including 
eating places and drive-ins dispensing food, barber and beauty 
shops, washerettes, laundromats, dry cleaning and laundry pickup, 
tailor, dressmaker, photographers studios, jewelry and watch repair, 
funeral homes, cold storage lockers, exterminating companies, 
eyeglass sales, and shoe repair shops. 

Accessory Uses. Customary incidental accessory uses, but not to 
include open air storage. 

19 BUSINESS, PROFESSIONAL SERVICES, ADMINISTRATIVE 

Principal Uses. Establishments of a business character which 
supply general needs of an intangible nature to the public, 
including establishments performing the management duties in the 
conduct of government, business, industry, or welfare, including: 
administrative offices of Federal, state and local governments; 
utilities, businesses, and social welfare organizations. 

Accessory Uses. Customary incidental accessory uses, but not to 
include open air storage. 

20 BUSINESS, PROFESSIONAL SERVICES, FINANCIAL AND ADVISORY 

Principal Uses. Establishments engaged in providing monetary 
and specialized professional knowledge (except medical) to the 
community, including offices of lawyers, accountants, engineers, 
designers, architects, advertising agencies, credit and finance, 
brokers, banks, Chambers of Commerce, professional organizations, 
unions, employment agencies, business consultants, photographers, 
real estate. 

Accessory Uses. Customary incidental uses, but not to include 
open air storage. 

21 BUSINESS, GENERAL SERVICES 

Principal Uses. Establishments of business character providing 
maintenance, installation, repair of specialized office needs 
to individuals, or other businesses, including repair shops, 
duplicating, mimeographing and multilithing shops, addressing 
and mailing services, stenographic and letter writing services, 
blueprinting, photostating and film development establishments. 
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Accessory Uses. Customary incidental uses, but not to include 
open air storage. 

22 HEALTH AND WELFARE 

Principal Uses. 

(a) Medical - Establishments engaged in the science and art of 
preventing, curing, or alleviating disease, including 
medical, surgical, psychiatric, and dental hospitals, 
clinics, and offices, but excluding veterinary clinics and 
associated uses: 

(b) Institutional - Establishments organized by the community 
or through corporated efforts for the social care of a class 
or group of persons, including homes and institutions for 
the deaf, blind, aged, and mental and medical patients; penal 
institutions, orphanages and sanitoriums; 

(c) Related - Establishments complementing medical and insti­
tutional operations, including flower and gift shops, apoth­
ecary shops, and funeral homes. 

Accessory Uses. Customary incidental uses, not to include open air 
storage. 

23 TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

Principal Uses. Establishments providing for the interchange of 
passenger and freight, including bus passenger and parking terminals, 
truck terminals, railroad passenger and freight terminals, railway 
express freight terminals, air passenger terminals and freight depots, 
piers, taxicab stands and yards, and establishments carrying and or 
conveying written, oral or visual information to the general public 
including newspaper offices and plants, post offices, broadcasting 
studios, telephone and telegraph offices, etc. 

Accessory Uses. Customary accessory uses including maintenance 
shops and vehicle storage. 

24 TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION, Lll1ITED 

Principal Uses. Bus passenger and parking terminals, taxicab 
stands and yards, and establishments carrying and/or conveying 
written, oral or visual information to the general public including 
newspaper offices and plants, post offices, broadcasting studios, 
telephone and telegraph offices, etc. 

25 MANUFACTURING 

Principal Uses. Industrial uses and processing plants, provided 
that such uses shall not be injurious or obnoxious to surrounding 
development, as determined by the building inspector. 
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Accessory Uses, Customary incidental accessory uses, to include open 
air storage. 

26 MANUFACTURING SERVICES 

Principal Uses. 

(a) Construction - Establishments engaged in the construction, 
repair, or demolition of buildings, streets, water and 
sewer systems, bridges and similar construction, including, 
but not limited to: building, electrical, heating, air 
conditioning, heavy construction, paving and earth moving 
operations; 

(b) Utilities - Establishments producing or generating elec­
tricity, gas, water, and sanitary services, including but 
not limited to: electric generating plants, storage tanks, 
water plants, and garbage incinerators; 

(c) Miscellaneous - Establishments supplying other businesses 
industries or individuals, including, but not limited to: 
laundry and dry cleaning plants, linen supply plants, open 
and closed storage, cabinet and metal shops, welding shops, 
and tire retreading operations. 

Accessory Uses. Customary accessory uses. 

27 CONSERVATION - PRESERVATION 

Principal. Uses. Open space uses including activities related to 
soil and water conservation, recreational equipment and facilities, 
boat docks and marinas, structures or sites acknowledged by the 
City Council to be of historical significance and public utility, 
water, and waste disposal facilities. 

Accessory Uses. Customary incidental uses including maintenance 
buildings, club houses, and business activities supplemental to 
open space use operations, 
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ARTICLE 5 USE, DIMENSIONAL AND PARKING REGULATIONS 
ZONING 

DISTRICTS 

AccoaDOdation, 
atnate-fllllily 
realdential 

Acco-:Jd8tlona, 

:!:~!:~!~:~ly 

USE GROUPS PERMITTED 

OBJECTIVES No.I NAME 
MINIMUM LOT REQUIREMENTS 

SPECIAL REGULATIONS hoT AREA PER OWlG. UNITITOTAl lOT AREAHRONTAGE 
To provide for quiet, Uveable, lov 2 Reaidentlal, Sin&le-faaily Required yarda for Use Group 
denalty,atnale-f .. tlyreaidential Nin0'(9)ah81lbelandscaped 
neighborhoods. 9 So"-ialandCultural, 11.ndahallnotbO'uaedfor 

~!:~.~o~~:~~9~:::f~::·~~r ~ :~::r~h~::~~d {9,000~ El&hty feet. 

UaeCrouplline{9) 

CONDITIONS 

~~~~~~i-""9F~~~ OFF STREET PIING. REQUIREMENTS 
Thirty (30) feet. I Fifti'P(lS)feet Tvl'nty (20) feet. ) One (1) apace for eachd-llinaunit. For Uu 

Croup Mine {9),one (l) ap11.c0' for each tvo 
hundredftfty(250) feetofgroaafloorarea; 

1 
LilliUd padr;tngoraccesaorybutdinaa. -- l -- I ''"'""'""""'"·ooo'"""' l••••••""•"'"'"·ooo>l Sl•>y·Ow I Twoo>yF>,.(25)F•" : """"'"'· .t. :::·;::.;';::;,;;~"'"'''' I"""" '··c. I '" "'''' 

OFF STREET 
LOADING REGS. 

-
-

AccoliiiiOdationa, 
I !:..:~~v~~~h~~r t~=~~~y high denaity devel- : ~~~;~~!:1 eu~!~!~~:-ily !~~~~o:r:~~~~~e~~t:;~e ~:~~te :::~: ·~~~~~~:: {;~~! 

~ -+-
!~~=·~t"'""'t 

On .. (l)ep•ceperdwellingunitforoneand 
tvofa•ilydwellinga. ON!andonehalf 
apacO'a pO'r dwelling unit "r~ required for 
•ulti-familydwellinasaodgroupdevelo,....-nta. 
PorUaeCroupNine(9),one{l)spacefor 
eachtvohundredfifty(2SO)feetofgroaa 
floorarea;fore<lucation.alf.,ci11ties , one 
(l) apacO'foreachclaa.,roo.andad•iniatra ­
tiveoffice. 

~~!~!~!:~!!y 

A"-C..-:>dationa, 
lleeort,Restden­
<i.U 

Toprovidefortheorderlyd.,votlo~ntof 

certalnaTeaarlthlnthecOIIDUrlityvhere 
bothreaidentialandreeort-typelanduaes 
are nov in evidence., and where, becauouo 
of proximity to the ocean, thecotttinuation 
of auch "mixed developooent" would pr.-:>te 
y .. r'roundu..,ofpublicfacilitie&and 
dlov for flexibility of development in 
accordancewiththeeconom1cpracticabil1ty 
ofvaclouatypeaofr.,aortandresidential 

Reddential, Multi-P-Uy 
R.esidential,leaort 
Social and Cultural 

Topro•1deforaoundandhealthyresidential l 6 lleaidential,..,blle""­
envlro,..ntaeufficient to-et the unique 

acreahallnotexceedthe ... redvellina;unita,thellin-
mUIIber indicated on the fol- u. .... area per dwelling unita 
laving table. In inatancea ahall not be len than in-
where the pe ... itted figure h dic.,ted by dvellln& unit type 
detO'nUned to include a frac- of the follavtng scheduh. 

!~~~· .~:~y~eu round number ~..:ui~:: ::~·~1::~:~• 
Penitted ltultiple-F ..... uy -uy Dvellin& 
DvellingUniteperNet 
Acre by Unit Ty;>e 

~ 

EfflclO'DCy 
lBeclr0011 
2Bedr00118 
3110'<1r0011& 

Storie& ,-,-, 
~ 
21 2. 26 
16 17 20 
1= 13 16 
'10 12 

~ Storie• -,-, , 
1

ft. 2.000 1,.35 1,410 1,24' 
30 Bedr..2,0001,77Sl,6251,43 
2 3 ledr.. 2, 6SO 2, 475 2, 125 1 , 82~ 
19 kdn 3,52S 3,11S 2,653 2,20< 
15 + 4,3753,9753,4922,72 

~ • 
~:;u~=:.~:~~pa::u~h!'!~ •• l :~::r~~~=~(S,OOO) Pifty(SO) 

feet. 

• 

intheA-JDtatrlct.ForU•• 
Croup Five (S),thefollowln!! 
uquire..,..ntaapply: 
ForOne-etoryltructurea,one 

thoua•nd,tvohundred (12()())sq. 
featperroOIIlofacco•odation. 
Fortwo-etoryatructures,one 

thousand (lOOO)aq.feetper 
roo.otaccomodation. 
ForthreO'-atory•tructurea, 

sne-nhundred(700)sq.feet 
perr0011ofaccomodation. 
Foratructureaoffouror 

..,reatoriea, ftvehundred 

!~~2o::;~::~ per r0011 of 

llorequir-ntforUaeCroup 
Ha"-t (II). - An.A-Sdbtrict ahall 

h8vea.Uni-are& 

• 
Front 

·~ "'" 

Othar 

·~ 

• ,.. 

=~:!~:::~1111 J :;:'!:c~f~:~:i:•.~! .. ::b~~;,. ~:~.!~ 

Applicants to ....end the Zoning 
Ord1nancetoestabl1eh8nA-S 
diatrlctshallbeacca.panied 
byaa1tepla11aaprovidedin 
Artlcll' lll,AIIIendmenta. The 
dlatrictahallbedesignedaa 
••inale.,rchitecturalsch...,.. 
vith appropriate landacapin& 
The nUIIbO'r of apacea for occu­
pancyahallbelilo.itedtonine 
(9)pO'racre. 

of five (~) acrea and 
••inU...:.atreetfront­
ageoffifty{SO)feet 

llobuildinaah.allb .. - er .. ctO'<ior..,bilehoaoeparkedatadietanca 
of leaathanfiftO'en (lS) feetfr.,.,anyother100bilet.o.enr 
buildlnatnthediatrict;noiiObilehoouorbuildfngehallbe 
locatedcloeerthanten(lO)feO'tfro.theexteriorboundaryof 
&IIObtleh.,.,eparlr. . 

~~=::!!~~·· 

A.ec .-.dationa, 
eo-o.rcial, 

c.-rcial, 
Office 

Commercia l, 
prt.ary 

c-rclal, 
hi&hway 

Induatrial, 
lU.ited 

I 

..,ntbylnco-patiblelanduses, 81>dtol0n­
couraaethearouptnaof..,bilehoml0&1nto 
..,bile too-.dhtricta. 

To provide for the te.ponrylocationof 
traveltrailera,c..pera,andoutdoor 
c-p1n1 operations in the Town of Surf­
side Beach, whilf- atniah.in& any detri­
... ntaleffeetafr,.suehtr•naientoper­
•tiona. 

To allow for the •ixin; of certain aped­
lied l a nd uaea in the co-.nity vher10 
both a ee-.!atlnns and li•ited bualneas 
u .. aareeOIIpetin;forlandandaceeler­
a t-..1 tranaitlon 1a in evid10nee. 

Toeneounaetha fo~UOft and eOfltinuaor. 

of a quiet, eo.pattbl10anduncongeated 
enviro .. ent for office tyP."buai""aaor 
profaaalonal ftnaand resldentialuae.,. 

Toeoneentratecomparativeahopplngand 
profeaalonal or aervtc10 operation• in 
eentrallyloeatedareu. 

To ... rvetheaut~btleanditapaaaenKers 
and topro..-tde !orco-Tciala~tivittes 
in ha~"Y with ~Ujor highway devdo~nt. 

Toprov1defor•reaavith1nth10c~ity 
vherecertalnaanufacturingandtranapor­
tat1on-relatedactivit1ea .. ytak10place. 

Topr .. arveand/orcontroldfl'elo~t 
w1.th111certainland,Mrahand/or-ter 
arua of Surhide a.ach which (1) 
poauaaaraatu.aturalbeautyorareof 
tltatortcal 1ntaraat; (2) provld10 needed 
o .. napaceforthehealthandaeneral 
- u a reoftheTovn'arelldenta; (3)are 
uaeodforoutdoorrecreationalpurpoaea 
..,. (4) a re aubJect to periodic Hoodin& 
orothervlaeunaultableforintenaive 
dnalo,..nt. 

7 Reaidential,Travel 
tr&iler 

S Reaidential,reaort 
16Buaineu,Aa.a-ntServlce 

4 haidO'ntial, •ulct-f .. ily 
8 Social and Cultural 
19Bua1nua,Profesdona1Ser-

v1ces,Adll1n1etrative 
20Budneaa.ProfeaaionalSer­

v1cea,PinancialandAdvtaor 
21 Busineaa,C.neral Sarvicea 
22flealthan.dW.lfara 

S baidential,Reaort 
8 SocialandCultural 
lOBuainen, PrLmarybtail 
12Busineiii,SecondaryJ.e-

tailL1mited 
13Convenience,Retall 
17Buainees,AIIuaell<!!ntSer­

vicu,Lillited 
18Buai-nen, Peraonal Ser­

vice& 
19BuslnO'aa,Profeaa1ona1Ser­

vicea,Adorlniatrat1ve 
20Buainl0as,Profeadona1Ser-

vtcea,PinancialandAdviaory1 
21Bu.aineae,Genera1Servtcea 
22HealtbandWelfare 
24TTanaportationand eo-

1\i>PITcati<ili"ST!lramendingthe 
zonin&""'Ptoeatablishan 
A-6Dietr1ct•hallbe8CCO!It­
panied by a site plan"' pn•­
vtdedforinSectio-nJ2-9 
Amendments.TheDhtrict 8hall 
bedeaignedasasinglearchi­
tecturalachemewithappropri­
ate C'-"n landacaptng.Spacea 
!OTOCCUp8ncy1otheA-6Dis­
t;dct ahallberentedbythe 
dayorVO"O'Ir.only,and occupant& 
o!auchspacesshallrem.ainin 
th<Pc a~Ute trailer park not .are 
thante-n(lO)dsys.Becauseof 
thet<!!llpOrarynatUTeoftravel 
park&,tbO'.locuionofMuch 
,_rlr..a shall be rO'stricted to 
aiteawithdirectaccO'ssto 
the l.ina'• Highw"Y or Ocean 
loul.,.,ard.Moentranceor'""it 
!ro.&trailerp.arlr.ahallbe 
thTouahareaidenti.,ldiatrict. 
The nu.bar of ap&CO'e for occu­
p•ncy ahllll ba Halted to s-­
entO'en{l])oeracre. 

RequiredyardaforUaeCroup 
£ight(8)ahallbeland­
ICSpedandah.allnotbeueed 
forparlr.ingor.,ccessorybulld­
ings.Noape"-ialregulationa 
8pplic8bletootheruBesin 
the district. 

Moapplicable.Ueeeper~~itted~A-6Trave1Iraile 
lntheA-6Diatrlctarenot Farlr.Districtshall 
allowedonindividuallota veaminimumtract 
unleu parked or atored 111 rea of two {2) acre 
providedforiuSectionJ2-6. ndllinillWmstreet 

frontage of fifty 
(50) feet l 

:~:~t(;')e:~: ~~: ~=e c:~u:pplyt!:: .. ~h;~:~nd (5,000 

1ntheA-4ActoaiOdat1ona, 
ReBort,Re•identialDiltrict. 

~~-~e~~!~:::~~.i~r uau other 

ForUaeCroupfour{&),rO'­
qulr.,.entlaretheaa-eaafo 
theA-JDiltric t. PorUee 
CrOup Five (S~, raqu1re.ante 
8re the ,.,. .. aa for thO' A-~ 

Diat<i"-t.MorequirO'meotfor 
uses other tllan realdentlal. 

Nobuildins ahall be erected or Fravel trailer patlr.ed llt • a diatancO' of l10u 
than ten (10) feet from any other trailer coach or buildina in the parlr.area, 
noranycloaerthanadltta-nceofforty(40)feetfromsnystreetriaht-of­
way,andten(l0) feetfrooo8nyotherUII.eDiatrict. 

Sixty(60} 

Nobuild1ng•h•llbeuected•nyclo8erthan 
twentyf1ve(25) feetfro11anyAcc0111110dations 
diBtrict;norequirementselsewhere. Am.tni11.um 
ICcenibleopen spii.CO' shall be provided on the 
aroundfloor, .. qualtothree(J)percentoftha 
totallotarea,orasllUchaamayben.,.,eaaary 
toprovideadequateapa.cefor:aneight(ll) 
cubic yard DO'IIpster-Ou.pater; service and 
utllityfixturelincludingelectri"-traua­
fot'111era,aaalndfueloiltanks,aircondi­
tionere,heatpu~~paandallothersuchitl!liUI. 

Tventv(20)feu S..Vanando-neh.alf 
{7.5)t..et 

T\lanty (20) feet 
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llobu1ldln8shallbeerectedanycloaerthan 
tventy fiv~ (25) feet fro any ,AccOIDodation• 
dhtrict; no requir.,.enta elsewhere. AminU. ... 
II.C<':e&eibleopenspaceshallbepro·•Jdedonthe 
around floor, equal to three()) percent of the 
totalle>tarea,orasaruchas~~&ybeneceaaary 

toprovide•dequatespacefor: aneight(8)cublc 
yard De11pater-Dumpster; ser-vice and utility 
fixtureaincludinaelectrictrensformera,aaa 
andfueloiltanks,airconditioners,heatpuapa 
11.ndallothersuchitems. 

•>nicstion, L1111ted -+- __.___ __....._ 
Tventy(20)fiiO't Tventy(20)feet 

5 lleaidential,Resort 
8 SocialandCultural 
lOBuaineaa,Pri .. rylleta!l 
lllluaineaa,Secondarylla.tail 
13Buainaas,Conven1enceReta11 
17Busineaa,.....,.a-ntSarvicea, 

Limited 
18Bul1neaa,Peraona1Servicea 
19Buaineaa,Profesaiona1Ser­

vicea, Adai11iatlative 
20Buaineaa,ProfO'alionalSer­

vt"-'"'•Pinanc1alandAdvia­. ., 
21Bu.tneaa,Genera1Servicea 
22HO'althandWelfare 
24Tranaportationa-ndCoamun1ca 

tion,Lt.it-cl 

lS Buaineaa,Wboleaale 
21 Busineas,CeneralServicea 
23 Tr.,napottatlon and C..-

...,nicatlona 
25 Ma.nufaeturina 
26 Kanufact~>rina Servlcea 

-+-,. 
21 Collaarva tion-Praaervation l llopenitahallbe iasue<l for 

theconatru"-ttonofanybuild­
ingoratructureincludint 
railro-c!s,streO'ts,bridtes, 
andutilitylineaorforany 
uaawithinthedistriNuntil 
planaforau"-hconatruction 
or ua10 have been sub•itted 
to the Planning eo .... iuio-n 
andapprovaliagivenin 
wrltinl 

-+-

__.___ 

• • 

--+--

---+-1-4-
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Nobuildiugahallbeerected 
•nycloaerthllnth1rty(30} 
feet frooo "ny accoaDOdationa 
district oruae. llo require-

One (l)apacO'pO'rdwellingunitforonO'and 
tvofll•ilydvellinas. For•ulti-fs•ily 
unitasndaroupdevelopments,oneandone 
half(l.S)spaceperdwellingunit. Foru .. 
CroupFlve (S),one(l)spaceforeachtwo 
(2).,..ployeesplusone(l)spaceforeach 
rOOJOofacco11odation. ForUseCroupEight 
(II), one (l)spaceforucht...,hundredfifty 
(2SO) feetofgrossfloorarea; foreduca­
tionalfacilttlu,one(l}spaceforeach 
cl•••r-anda<boinistrstiveoffice. 

One (1) space for each mobile t.o.e 

One{l)apace(SeeArticleXl,Deflnitions) 

~~~c~~ch principsl u11.e per.Hted ln the Dis-

Foraervtcestation•andoutdoorretall 
operatioua,four{4)spaceaforeachper­
aon-ployed; forretail11.tores,one (1) 
spaceforeachtwohundrO'<i (200}aquar0' 
falltofgro•sfloorapace;forprofes­
aionalandbuainesaofficea,one(l) 
apace for uch two hundred fifty 
(2SO)aquarefeetofsrossfloorapace. 

forUaeCroup Four (~).requirementaarO' tha 
sa-as for theA-JDhtrict. 

~::., u:: ~:~u~h~i:~~ (~~~:=~:!~e~~~enta are the 

ForUaeCroupaNineteen(l9),Twenty(2rJ),an 
Twenty-One(2l);one (l)apaceforuchtwo 
hundred (200) hO't of -roaa floor an.,, 

for Uu Croup five (~), the requlr.....,nta 
arstheaamea•thoseapplicableinthe 
A-4,Acc01Dodations, Resort, Residential 
Diatr1ct. 

• 
Foreacllbuildlng 
vith 1 sroaa floor 
area between S,OOO 
andlO,fiOOsquare 
feet,one(l)apace 
shall be required; 
foreachbu1ldin11 
wlthagroasfloor 
areabet.,eenln,nnl 
andlrJO,OflOaquare 
hat,two(2)apacea 
ah8llb10required; 
foreachbuildina 
withagroaafloor 
areaovO'rlflO,flOO 
aqu8refeet. three 
0) apacea ahall be 
required . 

-

.. 
One (1) lp&CO', tvelv 
(12)byforty(40) 
feet,foreachflve 
thouaand(S,OOO) 
aqu.arO'feetofarou 
floor area. 

forretailatorO'a,oN!(l)forea"-htwo 
hundred UOOlaquare feet of gross floor 
area; forprofeaeionalorhu&ineaaofficee, 
,... {1} aquara space for e8ch tvo hu-ndred 
flfty(250)aquarefeetofgroaafloorap•ce; 
forhankaandrO'St8urants,one (l}spacefor 
.. chonehurulredf1fty(150}aquarefeetof 
aroasfloorsp•ce;forservicenationeand 
outdoor retail operations, four{4)foreach 
peraone.ployed. forUseCroupFtve (5). 
therequir....,ntaaretheaameaathose 
applicable in the A-4, Accoaodations, Resort, 
Re•identialDistrict . 

Ona {1) apace for each evo (2) employee• 
plueone(l) 8P8CO'foreachvehicle 
operating from the pretdses. • 



ARTICLE VI 
SIGN REGULATIONS 

The regulations herein set forth shall apply and govern in all 
districts. No sign shall be erected or maintained unless it is in 
compliance with the regulations of this Article. 

1. General Provisions. The following regulations shall apply to 
all permitted signs in the Town of Surfside Beach. 

(a) A permit shall be required for the erection, alteration, 
or reconstruction of any sign unless otherwise noted and 
shall be issued by the Building Inspector in accordance 
with Article X of this Ordinance. 

(b) Signs must be constructed of durable materials, maintained 
in good condition, and not permitted to become dilapidated. 

2. Prohibited Signs. 

(a) Signs Imitating Warning Signals. No sign shall display intermittent 
lights resembling the flashing lights customarily used in 

(b) 

traffic signals or in police, fire, ambulance, or rescue vehicles 
nor shall any sign use the words "stop," "danger," or any other 
word, phrase, symbol, or character in a manner that might mislead 
or confuse an automobile or other vehicular driver. 

Signs within Street or Highway Rights-of-Way. Except as herein 
provided, no sign whatsoever, whether temporary or permanent, 
except traffic signs and signals and information signs erected by 
a public agency, is permitted within any street or highway 
right-of-way. 

(c) Certain Attached and Painted Signs. Signs painted on or 
attached to trees, fence posts, and telephone or other utility poles , 
or signs painted on or attached to rocks or other natural features, 
are prohibited. 

(d) Fluttering Ribbons and Banners. Fluttering ribbons and banners 
and similar devices are prohibited, except the flags of govern­
ments and their agencies. 

3. Signs for which a Permit is Not Required. A permit is not required 
for the following types of signs in any Zoning District: 

(a) Traffic, directional, warning, or information signs authorized 
by any public agency. 
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(b) Official notices issued by any court, public agency, or 
officer. 

(c) One nonilluminated "for sale," "for rent," and "for lease" 
sign each of which shall not exceed six (6) square feet in 
area in residential districts, and twenty (20) square feet 
in other than residential districts, and located not less 
than ten (10) feet back from the street right-of-way line, 
unless attached to the front wall of a building . 

(d) One permitted home occupation sign, provided it is non­
illuminated no larger than one (1) square foot, and mounted 
against a wall of the principal building. 

4. Regulations Applying to Specified Types of Signs. The following 
regulations apply to the following specified types of signs: 

(a) Roof Signs. Not more than one (1) roof sign structure may 
be erected on the roof of any one (1) building. No roof 
sign shall extend more than thirty (30) feet above the elevation 
of the roof or exceed in area the amount permitted on the 
wall over which it is erected. 

(b) Wall Signs. Signs on the walls of a building (including 
signs attached flat against the wall, painted wall signs 
and projecting signs) shall meet the following requirements: 

(1) Signs on the Front Surface of a Building. The total 
area of signs on the exterior front surface of a building 
shall not exceed twenty (20%) percent of the front 
surface of a building, so long as the figure does not 
exceed the total amount of sign area permitted within 
the Zoning District where the sign or signs are to be 
located. 

(2) Signs on the Side and Rear Surface of a Building. The 
total area of signs on a side or rear surface of a building 
shall not exceed twenty-five (25%) percent of the exterior 
side or rear surface of the building respectively, so long 
as this figure does not exceed the total amount of sign 
area permitted within the Zoning District where the sign 
or signs are to be located. 

(3) The combined sign area on the front, side, and rear surface 
of a building must not exceed the total sign area permitted 
within the Zoning District where the sign or signs are to 
be located. 

(4) Projecting Signs. Wall signs attached flat against a 
wall may extend not more than twenty-four (24) inches 
from the wall. Signs projecting from a wall may extend 
outward from the wall of a building not more than five (5) 
feet. A projection sign may not extend above the roof 
line a distance greater than ten (10) feet. In no case 
shall signs project beyond property lines except as 
expressly provided. 
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(c) Signs on Work under Construction. One (1) nonilluminated sign, 
not exceeding forty (40) square feet in area displaying the 
name of the building, the contractors, the architects, the 
engineers, the owners, the financial, selling and development 
agencies is permitted upon the premises of any work under 
construction, alteration, or removal. Such signs shall be 
removed from the site within thirty (30) days after the comple­
tion of the project. 

(d) Temporary Subdivision Signs. Temporary signs, not exceeding 
twenty (20) square feet in area announcing a land subdivision 
development are permitted on the premises of the land subdivi­
sion. They shall be nonilluminated and set back not less than 
ten (10) feet from the right-of-way of any street or from any 
boundary line of the land subdivision. Such signs shall be 
limited to one (1} for each principle entrance to the subdivision. 
They shall be removed when seventy-five (75%) percent of the lots 
are conveyed. 

(~I ' Permanent Subdivision Signs. Permanent signs of durable construc­
tion and not exceeding twenty (20) square feet in area announcing 
a land subdivision. They shall be nonilluminated and set back 
not less than ten (10) feet from the right-of-way of any street 
or from any boundary of the land subdivision. Such signs shall 
be limited to one for each principle entrance to the subdivision. 

5. Sign Illumination. Illumination devices shall be so placed and 
so shielded that rays therefrom or from the sign itself will not be 
directly cast into any residential district, sleeping room in any 
district, or the eyes of an automobile or vehicular driver. 

6. Signs Permitted in the A-1, A-1-a, A-3, A-4, A-5 and A-6 Accommodations 
Districts. 

(a) Signs for which permits are not required. 

(b) Subdivision signs and signs for "work under construction." 

(c) For the A-4, A-5, and A-6 districts exclusively; one (1) business 
identification sign provided the sign does not exceed thirty-two 
(32) square feet in area, is nonilluminated, and is not higher 
than ten (10) feet from the ground. 

7. Signs Permitted in the AC-1 Accommodations, Commercial, Resort District 
and the C-1, OC-1 and C-2 Commercial Districts. 

(a) Signs for which permits are not required. 

(b) Signs permitted in the A-1, A-1-a, A-3, A-4, A-5 and A-6 districts. 

(c) On any occupied lot in a commercial district, not more than 
four (4) signs of any type having a total area of not more than 
six hundred (600) square feet shall be permitted. Appeals may 
permit additional sign area not to exceed seven hundred fifty 
(750) square feet per commercial enterprise. 
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(d) Commercial uses may include as part of their total permitted 
sign area one (1) business identification sign which shall be 
erected so that no portion of the sign shall be less than 
ten (10) feet back from the street right-of-way. 

(e) Signs in the AC-1, C-1 and C-2 districts may be illuminated 
excepting that flashing or intermittent illumination within 
two hundred (200) feet of any A-1, A-1-a, or A-3 district 
is prohibited. 

(f) Roof signs or wall signs shall, in no case, exceed the require­
ments of Section 4. Signs projecting over the public right-of­
way are permissible only in the C-1 district. Projecting signs 
in the C-1 district shall have a minimum height above grade or 
sidewalk level of no less than ten (10) feet and may be located 
not closer than eighteen (18) inches to a vertical plane at 
the curb line. 

8. Signs Permitted in the I-1 Industrial Districts. 

(a) All signs permitted in accommodations and commercial districts 
are permitted in industrial districts provided all conditions 
attached thereto are met. 

(b) On any occupied zoning lot in an industrial district, not 
more than four (4) signs of any type having a total area 
of more than six hundred (600) square feet shall be permitted. 
Appeals may permit additional sign area not to exceed seven 
hundred fifty (750) square feet per industrial enterprise. 

(c) Industrial uses may include as part of their total permitted 
sign area one (1) business identification sign which shall be 
erected so that no portion of the sign shall be less than 
ten (10) feet back from the street right-of-way line. 

(d) Roof signs or wall signs shall, in no case, exceed the 
requirements of Section 4. 

(e) On any zoning lot in an industrial district on which no business 
enterprise is located, one freestanding sign structure having 
a combined total sign area not exceeding six hundred (600) 
square feet is permitted. Such structures may not exceed 
fifty (50) feet in height above the thoroughfare from which 
they are intended to be viewed,and each structure shall be 
placed a minimum of ten (10) feet from other signs or buildings. 

(f) Signs in Industrial Districts may be illuminated excepting 
that flashing or intermittent illumination within two hundred 
(200) feet of any A-1, A-1-a, or A-3 district is prohibited. 

9. Signs -Administration and Enforcement. Sign regulations, as set 
forth in this section, shall be administered under the provisions of 
Article X, Section 2. 
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ARTICLE VII 
EXCEPTIONS AND SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS 

Exceptions and supplemental regulations to the provisions contained 
in Article V are as follows: 

1. Exceptions to Minimum Lot Requirements. 

Where the owner of a lot at the time of the adoption of this 
Ordinance does not own sufficient land to enable him to conform to the 
minimum lot requirement of the Zoning District in which his lot is 
located, such lot may nonetheless be used as a building site. If, 
however, the owner of two or more adjoining lots, with insufficient 
lot dimensions, decides to build on or to sell off these lots, he must 
first combine said lots to comply with the dimensional requirements of 
the Ordinance. 

2. Exceptions to Minimum Side Yard Requirements. 

(a) Where a side yard abuts a street, the minimum side yard 
required shall be the same as the minimum front yard re­
quirements for the zoning district in which the lot is 
located. In the case of lots which do not meet the mini­
mum lot area requirement of the particular zoning district, 
the frontage setback shall conform to the requirement of 
the zoning district while the frontage setback on the side 
street shall be not less than fifteen (15) feet. 

~) Where no side yard is required, but such is provided, 
then said side yard shall have a minimum width of five 
(5) feet. 

3. Exceptions of Off Street Parking Requirements. 

(a) If the required automobile parking spaces cannot reason­
ably be provided on the same lot on which the principal 
use is conducted, such spaces may be provided on other 
off street property provided such property lies within 
six hundred (600) feet of the main entrance to such prin­
cipal use. Such automobile parking space shall be 
associated with the principal use and shall not thereafter 
be reduced or encroached upon in any manner; 

(b) Required parking space may extend up to one hundred twenty 
(120) feet into an accommodations zoning district, provided 
that: (1) the parking space adjoins a commercial or 
industrial district; (2) has its only access to or fronts 
upon the same street as the property in the commercial or 
industrial district for which it provides the required 
parking space; and (3) is separated from abutting properties 
in the accommodations district by a twenty (20) foot wide 
evergreen buffer strip. 

4. Visibility at Intersections 

On a corner lot in any zoning district in which a front yard is 
required, no fence, wall, hedge, or other obstruction to travel vision 
shall be permitted within the triangular area formed by the intersecting 
street lines and a straight line connecting such street lines at points 
thirty (30) feet from the point of intersection measured along such 
street lines. 
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5. Vehicular Access to Structures 

Every building hereafter erected or moved shall be on a lot adjacent 
to a public street, or with access to an approved private street, and 
all structures shall be so located as to provide safe and convenient 
access for servicing, fire protection, and required off-street parking. 

6. Off-Street Vehicle Haneuvering Space 

Where off-street parking space is required on lots fronting on 
U. S. 17 (King's Highway), Ocean Boulevard, and Surfside Drive such 
off-street parking space shall be provided with adequate space for 
turning maneuvers on the lot so that no vehicle shall be required to 
back into the respective highways. 

7. Parking, Storage, or Use of Major Recreational Equipment. 

No major recreational equipment shall be parked or stored on any lot 
in an accommodations district except in a garage or other enclosed accessory 
building, provided however, that such equipment may be parked anywhere 
on residential premises not to exceed twenty-four (24) hours during load­
ing or unloading. No such equipment shall be used for living, sleeping, 
or housekeeping purposes when parked or store in an accommodations district, 
or in any location not approved for such use. 

8. Double Frontage Lots 

On lots having frontage on more than one street, but not located on 
a corner, the minimum front yard requirements for the district within 
which the lot is located shall be applicable for each street on which 
the lot fronts, except where otherwise specified. 

9. Ocean Front Setbacks 

Front yard setbacks for both front row and second row lots shall be 
measured from the Ocean Drive Boulevard right-of-way. Rear yard setbacks 
for front row lots shall be measured from the mean high water mark as 
determined at the time of the building permit application. Rear yard 
setbacks for second row lots shall be measured from the adjoining property 
line or rear street right-of-way. 

ARTICLE VIII 
APPLICATION OF DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

The regulations set by this Ordinance within each zoning district 
shall be minimum regulations and shall apply uniformly to e~ch class 
of type of structure or land, except as hereinafter provided: 

1. No building, structure, or land shall hereafter be used or occupied, 
and no building or structure or part thereof shall hereafter be erected, 
constructed, reconstructed, moved, or structurally altered except in 
conformity with all of the regulations herein specified for the district 
in which it is located. 
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2. No building or other structure shall hereafter be erected or 
altered: 

(a) to exceed the size or bulk; 

(b) to accommodate or house a greater number of families; 

(c) to occupy a greater percentage of lot area by having 
narrower or smaller rear yards, front yards, side 
yards, or other open spaces than herein required; or 
in any other manner contrary to the provision of this 
ordinance. 

3. No part of a yard, or other open space, or off-street parking 
or loading space required about or in connection with any building 
for the purpose of complying with this ordinance, shall be 
included as part of a yard, open space, or off-street parking 
or loading space similarly required for any other building. 

4. No yard or lot existing at the time of passage of this 
ordinance shall be reduced in dimension or area below the m1n1mum 
requirements set forth for the district in which the lot or yard 
is located~ Yards or lots created after the effective date of 
this ordinance shall meet at least the minimum requirements 
established by this ordinance. 

5. No accessory building or use, including swimming pools, required 
parking and loading space, and signs, shall be erected or located 
in any required yard in any A-1, A-1-a, or A-3 Zoning District, 
or in any yard not in an A-1, A-1-a, or A-3 Zoning District, but 
contiguous to a yard in an A-1, A-1-a or A~3 Zoning District. 
Signs, required parking and loading space, and swimming pools, 
however, are permitted in required yards in all other Zoning 
Districts where the required yards are not contiguous to required 
yards in an A-1, A-1-a or A-3 Zoning District. 

6. When the application of parking requirements results in a 
fractional space requirement, the next larger requirement shall 
prevail. 

7. Right-of-way easements for streets and roads shall not be 
considered a part of a lot or open space, or front, rear or side 
yard for the purpose of meeting yard requirements. 

8. All territory which may hereafter be annexed to the town shall be 
considered to be in the A-1 Accommodations, Single-family 
Residential district until otherwise classified. 

9. No part of a car or parking space or building or structure, 
if projecting, shall be located in any public walkway. 
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ARTICLE IX 
NON-CONFORMING USES 

The following rules apply to non-conforming uses in the Town of 
Surfside Beach. 

1. Continuance of Non-Conforming Land Uses. 

Non-conforming land uses are declared by this ordinance to be 
incompatible with permitted uses in the districts in which they are 
located. However, to avoid undue hardship, the lawful use of any 
building or land use at the time of the enactment of this ordinance may 
be continued even though such use does not conform with the provisions 
of this ordinance except that the non-conforming building or land use 
shall not be: 

(a) Changed to another non-conforming use. 

(b) Re-established after discontinuance or removal for one 
hundred eighty (180) consecutive days or longer. 

(c) Repaired, rebuilt, or altered after damage exceeding sixty 
(60) percent of its replacement cost at the time of destruction. 
Reconstruction to begin within six (6) months after damage is 
incurred. The provisions of this sub-section shall 
not apply to any residential unit. 

(d) Enlarged or altered in a way which increases its non-conformity. 

Nothing in this section shall be deemed to prevent the strengthening 
or restoring to a safe condition of any building or part thereof. 

2. Discontinuance of Certain Non-Conforming Land Uses. 

Notwithstanding other provisions of this ordinance, certain non­
conforming land uses shall be discontinued either generally or in specific 
districts after periods of time set forth below. 

Nonconformities 

Automotive storage and sales lots, out­
door farm, major recreational and mobile 
home equipment sales areas; outdoor 

In Districts 

All 
accommodations 

districts 
storage yards for lumber, building materials, 
contractors' equipment. 

Non-conforming fences and hedges impeding 
vision at intersections 
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All 

To be Discon­
tinued Within 

Two (2) years 

One hundred 
eighty (180) 

da s 



ARTICLE X 
ADMINISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT, APpEAL, 
AMENDMENTS, COMPLAINTS AND REMEDIES 

Procedures for the administration, enforcement and appeal of the 
provisions of this ordinance are as follows: 

1. Administration and Enforcement 

It shall be the duty of the duly appointed Building Inspector, 
and he is hereby given the authority, to administer and enforce the 
provisions of this ordinance. 

If the Building Inspector shall find that any of the prov~s~ons of 
this ordinance are being violated, he shall notify in writing the person 
responsible for such violations, indicating the nature of the violation 
and ordering the action necessary to correct it. He shall order 
discontinuances of illegal additions, alterations, or structural changes, 
or discontinuance of any illegal work being done; or shall take any other 
action authorized by this ordinance to ensure compliance with, or to 
prevent violation of, its provisions. 

2. Building and Sign Permits Required 

No building, structure, or free standing, illuminated or business 
identification sign shall be erected, moved, added to, or structurally 
altered without a permit therefor, issued by the Building Inspector. 
No building or sign permit shall be issued by the Building Inspector 
except in conformity with the provisions of this ordinance, unless he 
receives a written order from the Board of Adjustment in the form 
of an administrative review, or variance. 

3. Application for Building Permit 

All applications for building permits shall be accompanied by plans 
in duplicate drawn to scale, showing the actual dimensions and shape of 
the lot to be built upon; the exact sizes and locations on the lot of 
buildings already existing, if any; and the location and dimensions of the 
proposed building or alteration. The application shall include such other 
information as lawfully may be required by the Building Inspector, includ­
ing the number of families or dwelling units the building is designed 
to accommodate; conditions existing on the lot; and such other matters 
as may be necessary to determine conformance with, and provide for the 
enforcement of, this ordinance. 

One (1) copy of the plans shall be returned by the Building Inspector 
to the applicant, after he shall have marked such copy either as approved 

1
or disapproved and attested to same by his signature on such copy. The 
original copy of the plans, similarly marked, shall be retained by the 
Building Inspector. 

The applicant shall place on the lot or lots where construction is 
proposed, markers showing all property corners. Such markers shall be 
visible at the time of the initial building inspection. 
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4. Expiration of Building Permit. 

If the work described in any building permit has not begun within 
six (6) months from the date of issuance thereof, said permit shall 
expire; it shall be cancelled by the Building Inspector; and written 
notice thereof shall be given to the persons affected. 

5. Complaints Regarding Violations. 

Whenever a violation of this ordinance occurs, or is alleged to 
have occurred, any person may file a written complaint. Such complaint 
stating fully the causes and basis thereof shall be filed with the 
Building Inspector. He shall record properly such complaint, immediately 
investigate, and take action thereon as provided by this ordinance. 

6. Penalties for Violation. 

Any person violating any prov1s1on of this ordinance shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined, as determined 
by the Court for each offense. Each day such violation continues shall 
constitute a separate offense. 

Nothing herein contained shall prevent the town from taking such 
other lawful action as is necessary to prevent or remedy any violation. 

7. Appeal from the Decision of the Building Inspector 

Where there is alleged error in an order, requirement, decision, or 
determination by the Office of the Building Inspector regarding the 
enforcement of this ordinance, or where, owing to special conditions, 
the literal enforcement of the provisions of this ordinance, not relating 
to use of land or building or structure, would allegedly result in an 
unnecessary hardship, such allegations may be appealed from the office 
of the Building Inspector to the Zoning Board of Adjustment. 

8. Changes and Amendments. 

The Surfside Beach Town Council may, from time to time, amend, 
supplement, or change, by ordinance, the boundaries of the zoning districts 
or the regulations herein established. But, before such action is taken 
by the Town Council, an amendment, change or supplement to the zoning 
map or ordinance must first be submitted, through the Office of the Building 
Inspector, to the Surfside Beach Planning and Zoning Commission, 
for review and recommendation. 

The Planning and Zoning Commission shall have thirty (30) days within 
which to submit its report to the Town Council. If said Commission fails 
to submit a report within the thirty (30) day period, it shall be deemed 
to have approved the requested amendment. 

Where these regulations require the submittal of site plans, said site 
plans shall be at a scale not less than one (1) inch to fifty (SO) feet 
and shall show the following: 
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(a) contours at five (5) feet vertical intervals showing 
pertinent topographical features; 

(b) the location, use, plan and dimensions of each building or 
structure to be constructed; 

(c) the location, dimensions and arrangement of all open spaces, 
yards, access ways, entrances, exits, off-street parking 
facilities, loading and unloading facilities, pedestrian 
ways, roads, and streets; 

(d) the capacity of all areas to be used for automobile access, 
parking, loading and unloading; 

(e) location, dimensions and arrangement of all areas devoted to 
planting, lawns, trees or similar purposes, with a 
description, including the names of and density of all trees, 
or planting to be used for screening; 

(f) location and description of all facilities to be used for 
sewage disposal, water supply, storm, water drainage and 
all utilities. 

Any communication purporting to be an application for a change 
shall be regarded as mere notice to seek relief until it is made in the 
form required. Upon receipt of any communication the interested parties 
shall be supplied with the proper form for presenting his application 
by the Building Inspector. In no instance shall a property owner or owners 
initiate action for a zoning amendment affecting the same parcel of 
property, or any part thereof, more often than once every twelve (12) 
months. 

9. Public Hearing 

Before enacting an amendment, supplement or change to this ordinance, 
the Town Council shall hold a public hearing thereon, at least fifteen 
(15) days notice of the time and place of which shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the Town of Surfside Beach. 

ARTICLE XI 
DEFINITIONS AND RULES OF INTERPRETATION 

Rules of Interpretation 

Where uncertainty exists, the following rules of interpretation 
should apply: 

(1) Except as defined herein, all words and terms used in this 
ordinance shall be interpreted in accord with their customary 
dictionary definition; 

(2) Words used in the present tense include the future tense and 
words used in the future tense include the present; 

(3) Words used in the singular include the plural, and words 
used in the plural include the singular; 
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(4) The word "shall" is always mandatory. 
The word "may" is permissive; 

(5) The word "lot" includes the word "plot," "parcel," or 
"property"; 

(6) The word "building" includes the word "structure"; 

(7) The word "used" or "occupied", as applied to any land or 
buildings shall be construed to include the words "in­
tended, arranged, or designed to be used or occupied." 

Definitions 

For purposes of this ordinance, certain words and terms used herein 
are defined as follows: 

Accessory Building or Use. An accessory building or use is (a) sub­
ordinate to and serves a principal building or principal uses; (b) subordi­
nate in area, extent, or purpose to the principal building or principal 
use served; (c) designed for the comfort, convenience or necessity of 
occupants of the principal use served; and (d) located on the same zoning 
lot as the principal building or principal use served, with the single 
exception of such accessory off-street parking facilities as are permitted 
to locate elsewhere than on the same zoning lot with the building or use 
served. 

Accessory Use, Home Occupation. Any occupation within a dwelling 
and clearly incidental thereto, carried on by a member of the family residing 
on the premises, provided that no person not a resident of the premises 
is employed, no stock in trade is kept or commodities sold, no merchanical 
equipment is used except such that is normally used for family, domestic, 
or household purposes, and there is no exterior indication other than a sign 
permitted by the district regulations, that the building is being used for 
any purpose other than a dwelling. When within the above requirements, 
a home occupation includes but is not limited to the following: (a) art 
studio; (b) dressmaking (c) professional office of a lawyer, engineer, 
architect, accountant, salesman, real estate agent, insurance agent, or 
other similar occupation; (d) teaching, with musical instruction limited to 
one (1), or two (2) pupils at a time. 

Accessory Use, Garage. An accessory building not exceeding nine 
hundred (900) square feet in floor area designed or used for the storage 
of not more than four (4) motor driven vehicles, owned and used by the 
occupants of the building to which it is accessory. Not more than one (1) 
of the vehicles may be a commercial vehicle and that one, of not more 
than one (1) ton capacity. 

Alley. A public or private way, at the rear or side of property 
permanently reserved as a means of providing secondary or service 
vehicular access to abutting property less in size than a street, and 
which is not designed for general vehicular traffic. 
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Apartment. A part of a building consisting of a room or rooms 
intended, designed, or used as a residence by an individual or a single 
family. 

Apartment, Garage. A part of a garage consisting of a room or 
rooms intended, designed, or used as a residence by an individual or a 
single family. 

Building. A structure having a roof supported by columns or walls 
for the shelter or enclosure of persons or property. 

The connection of two buildings by means of an open porch, 
breezeway, passageway, carport or other such open structure, with or 
without a roof, shall not be deemed to make them one building. 

Building Line. 
or structure must be 
of-way lines and lot 

A line which represents the distance that a building 
set back from a lot boundary line or a street right­
boundary lines. 

Condominium. A multi-family building and land, certain parts of which 
are held in common ownership, such as yards, foundations, basements, 
floors, walls, hallways, stairways, elevators and other related common 
elements, together with individual ownership in fee of a particular 
dwelling unit within such building. 

Cooperative Apartment. A multi-family building and land held in 
corporate ownership by the occupants of the building, who own stock in 
the corporation with the right through a propriety lease to occupy the 
individual units. 

Clinic. A facility operated by a group of physicians, dentists, 
chiropractors, or other licensed practitioners for the examination, 
care and treatment of outpatients. The term does not include a place for 
the treatment of animals. 

Club. Building and facilities owned or operated by a corporation, 
association, person or persons for a social, educational or recreational 
purpose, but not primarily for profit or to render a service which is 
customarily carried on as a business. 

Court. An open space which may or may not have direct street access 
and around which is arranged a single building or a group of related 
buildings. 

Dwelling. Any building containing one (1) or more dwelling units, 
but not including hotel, motel, rooming house, hospital or other accommoda­
tions used more or less for transient occupancy. 

Dwelling, Single Family. A building arranged or designed to be 
occupied by one (l) family. 

Dwelling, Two Family. A building arranged or designed to be occupied 
by two (2) families living independently of each other. 

-24-



Dwell~ng, Multi~family. A building or portion thereof used or 
designed ~s· a residence. for three (3) or more families living independently 
of each other with separate kitchen facilities. 

Dwelling Unit. A building, or portion thereof used_ or designed 
as a residence for three (3) or more families living independently of 
each other with separate kitchen facilities. 

Dwelling Unit. A building, or portion thereof, providing complete 
and permanent living facilities for one family. 

Family. Any individual, or two (2) or more persons related by blood, 
or a group of not more than five (5) persons (excluding servants) 
who need not be related by blood or marriage, living together in a dwelling 
unit. 

Group Development. Consists of two (2) or more structures on a 
parcel of land which has not been subdivided into customary streets and 
lots, and includes a unified design of buildings and coordinated organiza­
tion of open space and service areas. The total area shall not be less 
than two (2) acres, and includes a ten (10) feet wide planted evergreen 
buffer strip along the rear or side lot lines abutting other residential 
lots. Although the distance between structures is not specified, all 
structures must meet specified minimum distances from the lot lines. 

Lot Line. The boundary line of a lot. 

Lot, Ocean Front. Any lot which is contiguous to the ocean. 

Major Recreational Equipment. Major recreational equipment is 
defined as including boats and boat trailers, travel trailers, pick-up 
campers or coaches (designed to be mounted on automotive vehicles), 
motorized dwellings, tent trailers, and the like, and cases or boxes used 
for transporting recreational equipment, whether occupied by such equipment 
or not. 

Mobile Horne. Any portable building or vehicle whether on wheels or 
a foundation, designed for highway transport, and to permit occupancy 
therein. 

Mobile Horne Park. An area where one or more mobile homes or 
trailers can be and are intended to be parked, designed or intended to 
be used as temporary or permanent living facilities for one or more 
families. 

Motel. (See Hotel) 

Nonconforming Use. A structure or land lawfully occupied by an 
existing use which does not conform with the permitted uses for the zoning 
district in which it is situated, either at the effective date of this 
ordinance or as the result of subsequent amendments to this ordinance. 

Off-Street Parking Space. An off-street parking space, including 
aisles, entrances and exits, shall contain a minimum of three hundred 
(300) square feet for each automobile to be accommodated and/or one (1) 
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vehicular parking space not less than nine (9) feet by nineteen (19) 
feet plus or minus six (6) inches shall be provided for each dwelling 
or rentable unit. All parking space shall be located so that the 
occupant of any parking space can enter and leave independently. 

Sign. The term "sign" shall mean and include every sign, billboard, 
outdoor poster panel, free-standing ground sign, roof sign, projecting 
sign, awning or canopy, and shall include any announcement, declaration, 
demonstration, display, ribbon, banner, illustration or insignia used 
to advertise or promote the interests of any person when the same is 
placed in view of the general public, traveling along a public street 
right-of-way. 

(a) Free-Standing Sign Structure. A free-standing sign structure 
may contain a sign or signs on one side only, or it may be a 
V-shaped structure or one containing signs back-to-back. A 
free-qtanding structure is one sign. 

(b) Business Identification Sign. A business identification sign 
is a sign that contains the name of the business enterprise 
located on the same premises as the sign and the nature of the 
business conducted there with not more than one-third of the 
sign area devoted to commodity or service advertising. 

(c) Home Occupation Sign. A business identification sign that 
contains the name of the business enterprise located on 
the same premises as the sign and the nature of the business 
conducted there. 

Sign Area. The area of a sign is the area of the face of the sign 
formed by a perimeter consisting of a series of straight lines enclosing 
all parts of the sign. The area of a free-standing sign structure is the 
area of the face or faces on one (1) side only. 

Sign, Illuminated. When artificial illumination techniques are used 
in any fashion to project the message on a sign, that sign shall be 
an illuminated sign. 

Structure. Anything constructed, erected or established on and at 
least six (6) inches above the ground, including, but without limiting 
the generality of the following: buildings, signs, sea walls, trailers, 
fences, screen enclosures, and patio walls. 

Travel Trailer. A portable structure not more than thirty (30) 
feet long and eight (8) feet wide which is primarily equipped, designed, 
converted or used for private living quarters by one or more individuals. 

Use. The use or property is the purpose of activity for which the land 
or building thereon is designed, arranged, or intended, or for which it is 
occupied or maintained. 

Yard. Open space on a lot which is unoccupied and unobstructed from 
its lowest level upward except for drives, landscaping, retaining and sea 
walls, fences, open patios and entrance steps. 
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Yard, Front. A yard extending across the full width of the lot, 
the depth of which is the minimum horizontal distance between the front 
lot line and the building line parallel thereto. 

Yard, Ocean Front. Any yard contiguous to the ocean shall constitute 
a front yard, and shall meet the minimum front yard requirements of the 
district within which it is located. 

Yard, Rear. A yard extending across the full width of the lot, 
the depth of which is the minimum horizontal distance between the rear 
lot line and the building parallel thereto. 

Yard, Side. A yard extending along a side lot line and back to the 
building line drawn parallel to the side lot line at a distance there 
from equal to the width of the required minimum side yard, but excluding 
any area encompassed within a front yard or rear yard. Dimensions of 
minimum side yards specified in the district regulations of this ordinance 
refer to the required width of each side yard rather than to the total 
width of both side yards. 

Zoning District. Any areas of the Town of Surfside Beach within 
which the zoning regulations are uniform. 

ARTICLE XII 
LEGAL STATUS PROVISIONS 

Should any section or provision of this ordinance be declared 
invalid or unconstitutional by any court or competent jurisdiction, 
such declaration shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a 
whole or any part thereof which is not specifically declared to be 
invalid or unconstitutional. 

All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are 
repealed to the extent necessary to give this ordinance full force 
and effect. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and 
after the date of its adoption. 

s. c. 
JUN 6 1912 
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