


South Carolina can serve the Nation 

From Cover: Columbia, is due South of Cleveland, Ohio, and due East of Los Angeles 
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Columbia is within 500 miles 
of 53 million (27%) and 700 
miles of 125 million (62%) · 
of the nations population. 

Columbia is closer to 87% of 
the United States than New 
York City. This area repre
sents 64% of the nation's 
population. 
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Charleston County 

Prepared by 
STATEDEVELOPMENTBOARD 

In Cooperation with 
COASTAL PLAINS REGIONAL COMMISSION 

Sikorsky Site 



LOCATION OF SITE 

SITE DESCRIPTION 
Acreage 
Topography 
Elevation 
Soil Bearing 

WATER SUPPLY 
Source 

TRANSPORTATION 
Highway 
Rail 
Air 
Barge 

ELECTRIC POWER 

NATURAL GAS 

CLIMATE 
Mean Precipitation 
Temperatures 

Mean Degree Days 
Length of Record 

WASTE DISPOSAL 

POPULATION 

LABOR AVAILABILITY 

BASIC INDUSTRIAL SITE DATA 

SIKORSKY SITE 

15 miles west of Charleston on Stono River (Intercoastal Waterway) 

800 acres more or less 
Level 
5-16 feet above mean sea level 
See Appendix A 

Commissioners of Public Works, Charleston. See Appendix C 

State Road 162. 2 miles to U.S. 17. 
Seaboard Coast Line Railroad 
Scheduled flights from Charleston Municipal Airport. 
12ft. channel in Stono River 

South Carolina Electric & Gas Company 

South Carolina Electric & Gas Company 

42.22 inches 
Annual average 66 degrees, average January 40.9 degrees, average 
July 81.4 degrees. 
2033 
52 years 

Commissioners of Public Works, Charleston 

15 mile radius 263,368; 30 mile radius 308,063 

See discussion Appendix B 





CHARLESTON CITY DATA 
LOCATION 

Charleston, seat of Charleston County, is located in the 
coastal section of the state on U. S. 17, 701, 52, 78 and several 
state highways. The community is the eastern terminus of 
Interstate 26. New York is 740 miles from the community, 
Chicago is 895 miles and Atlanta is 299 miles. 

CLIMATE 

The climate in the area is temperate with a marine type 
modification. 

Mean annual temperature 
Mean maximum temperature 
Mean minimum temperature 
12-month average relative humidity 
Daily range: 1:00 a.m. 

7:00 a.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

Mean annual precipitation 
Average length of growing season 
Elevation 

POPULATION 

88% 
87% 
56% 
76% 

49.16 inches 
294 days 

25 feet 

Charleston County has a population of 247,650 residents, 
with 66,945 persons living in Charleston. Over 263,365 persons 
li ve within a 15-mile radius of the community, and more than 
308,060 l ive within a 30-mile radius. 

LABOR 

The State Development Board will provide labor informa
tion. 

GOVERNMENT 

The community has a mayor-council form of municipal 
government. The mayor is elected for a term of four years, 
and the 16 councilmen serve four-year concurrent terms of 
office. All are elected at large. The county is governed locally 
by a nine-member county council and a county manager. 
Council members are elected at large for four-year terms, 
and they appoint the county manager. 

FINANCIAL 

Financial services are provided by S. C. National Bank, 
Citizens & Southern National Bank, First National Bank of 
S. C. and First-Citizens Bank & Trust, which have combined 
assets of over $1.63 billion. Cooper River Federal Savings and 
Loan, First Federal Savings and Loan, Home Federal Savings 
and Loan, and State Savings and Loan have combined assets 
of over $189,977,000. 

TRANSPORTATION 

Rail freight service is available in the community on Sea
board Coast Line Railroad and the Southern Railway System. 
Rail passenger service is provided by the Seaboard Coast 
Line Railroad. Interstate motor freight service is available 
from 33 authorized carriers, 23 of which have terminals in 
the community. The Port of Charleston has a 35-foot deep
water channel to all major port facilities. 

Freight delivery times: 
To: 
Atlanta 
Boston 
Chicago 
Houston 
New York 
St. Louis 
San Francisco 

By Rail 
3 days 
6 days 
6 days 
6 days 
5 days 
6 days 

9 days 

By Truck 
1 day 
2 days 
2 days 
3 days 
2 days 
2 days 
7 days 

The Charleston Municipal Airport, 10 miles from the 
city, offers regular scheduled commercial airline service on 
Delta, Eastern, National, Piedmont and Southern Airways. 
Private aircraft utilize the municipal airport and the John's 
Island Airport, seven miles away, which has three unlighted 
5,000-foot, concrete runways. Services available at the two 
airports include flight instruction, charter, major repairs, 
fuel, hangars, tiedowns and Unicorn. 

FUELS 

Natural gas is supplied in the community by the South 
Carolina Electric and Gas Company. S. C. E. & G. will extend 
natural gas into an area where consumption warrants invest
ment. Delivery pressures are normally between 5 and 10 psi, 
depending upon the customer's requirements. Rates for large 
industrial users are subject to negotiation. The average BTU 
of gas supplied is 1,050 per cubic foot, and the specific grav
ity is between .588 and .599. Seven bulk plants in the com
munity provide No. 1, No. 2 and Bunker C fuel oil, as well as 
other grades. The nearest purchase site is the Port of Charles
ton. Freight cost for No. 2 fuel from the terminal to the com
munity by transport truck is .444 cents per gallon, with fuel 
cost negotiable for transport truck purchases, rail car pur
chases and large purchases. 

POWER 

Electric power is supplied by the South Carolina Electric 
and Gas Company. 

TAXES 

The assessment on industrial property in South Carolina 
is 9.5 percent of the gross plant account. New industry is 
granted a five-year moratorium on general county taxes, with 
the exception of school taxes. The county tax rate, excluding 
special district levies, is $14.80 per $100 of assessed value. 
The municipal tax rate is $10.50 per $100 of assessed value. 
The state has no tax on a manufacturer's inventories, goods
in-process, raw materials or finished goods. Treatment facili
ties or equipment of manufacturing plants which control water 
or air pollution are exempt from all property taxation. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Two dailies, the News and Courier and the Charleston Eve
ning Post, and the weekly North Charleston Banner are pub
lished in the community. Six AM and four FM radio stations 
have broadcast facilities in the area. Television reception is 
available from four stations located in the community, rep
resenting the three major networks and educational televi
sion. Telephone service in the community is provided by the 
Southern Bell Telephone and Telegraph Company. 

WATER AND SEWAGE 

The community obtains its municipal water supply from 
the Edisto River, Goose Creek and Foster Creek. The system 
is capable of supplying treated water at a maximum rate of 
56,000,000 gallons per day, with an average daily demand of 
18,000,000 gallons and a peak daily demand of 30,000,000 gal
lons. Treated water storage consists of 3,500,000 gallons in 
elevated tanks and 9,100,000-gallons in ground-level storage fa
cilities. 

Analysis of water supplied in the 
Total solids 
Alkalinity 
Hardness 
Iron 
Chloride 
pH 

community: 
72.00 ppm 
13.00 ppm 
16.00 ppm 
0.03 ppm 

10.00 ppm 
7.9 



Quarter-year rates within and outside the corporate limits 
for industrial customers: 

First 74,800 gallons 
Next 149,610 gallons 
Next 523,636 gallons 
Next 1,496,100 gallons 
Next 5,236,364 gallons 
Next 11,220,780 gallons 
Next 18,701,300 gallons 
Next 18,701,300 gallons 
Over 56,103,900 gallons 

. 3075 per 1,000 

.2834 per 1,000 

.2607 per 1,000 

.2299 per 1,000 

.2005 per 1,000 

.1684 per 1,000 

.1404 per 1,000 

.1203 per 1,000 

.1070 per 1,000 

Waste water is handled by sedimentation basins with a 
daily capacity of 18,000,000 gallons. The sedimentation basins 
can be increased to handle 35,000,000 gallons of wastewater 
per day. 

The sewer rate inside the city is 100% of the industrial 
water rate. Outside the city, the sewer service rate is 190% 
of the industrial water rate. 

Metered sewage rates: 
Minimum 3,740 gal / mo 
First 74,800 gal / qtr 
Next 149,610 gal /qtr 
Next 523,636 gal / qtr 
Next 1,496,104 gal /qtr 
Over 7,480,520 gal /qtr 

POLICE AND FIRE 

$2.20 per month 
.6417 per 1,000 
.5080 per 1,000 
.3743 per 1,000 
.1872 per 1,000 
.1471 per 1,000 

The community's police department employs 135 full-time 
police officers, and operates 49 radio-equipped police cars. 
State and county law enforcement personnel provide assis
tance when needed. The community's fire department has 
150 full-time firemen. The fire department maintains 12 
pumper trucks, three ladder trucks and 12 fully-equipped fire 
stations. The department utilizes an ADT alarm system, and 
the community has a Class Three insurance rating. 

EDUCATION 

Charleston County has 81 public schools with 38,601 ele
mentary school students and 20,999 high school students. 
The county has 1,370 elementary school teachers and 952 high 
school teachers. The average expenditure per pupil for the 
1969-70 school year in the county's public schools was $532.93. 
Private schooling is available at 27 private and parochial 
schools, offering kindergarten through grade 12. Higher edu
cation facilities for the area are provided by a Technical 

INDUSTRY 

Education Center, The Citadel, College of Charleston, Palmer 
College, Medical University of South Carolina and the Baptist 
College at Charleston . 

MEDICAL SERVICES 

Medical services for the community are provided by seven 
hospitals having 1,704 beds. The seven hospitals are in the 
city's medical complex, located around the Medical Univer
sity of South Carolina. The Sixth Naval District Hospital is 
also located in the city. The community has over 250 privately
practicing medical doctors and 76 privately-practicing den
tists. 

HOTELS AND MOTELS 

The community has three hotels with a total of 697 rooms 
and 55 motels with a total of over 2,500 overnight accommoda
tions. 

RECREATION 

Charleston has recreational and cultural activities for all 
age groups. The city offers a full-time planned recreation 
program, dramatic theatre, museum, opera company, sym
phony orchestra, seven golf courses and guided tours of his
torical sites and landscaped gardens. Four salt-water and 
three fresh-water beaches are nearby. Fishing and water 
sports facilities include the Santee-Cooper Lakes, Charles
ton Harbor and numerous rivers and inlets. Francis Marion 
National Forest provides areas for hunting. 

CHURCHES 

The Charleston metropolitan area has 169 churches, rep
resenting 25 denominations and four non-denominational 
groups. 

SITE DATA 

Numerous industrial sites are located in the Charleston 
area. Sites range in size from 10 acres to several thousand 
acres. The community has fresh-water process sites, barge 
sites with 12 to 20-foot channels and deep-water sites with 20 
to 35-foot channels. Many of the sites have rail service, and 
all have paved road access. Some sites are located on Inter
state 26. Utilities vary with each site, but many have utilities 
to the property line. Some are zoned for heavy or light manu
facturing. Numerous sites are located in industrial parks. The 
topography of all sites is level to gently rolling terrain. De
tailed site information is available upon request. 

The average monthly manufacturing employment in Charleston County exceeds 13,557. The total manufacturing payroll in the 
county exceeds $93.8 mill ion a year. Listed below are some of the industries in the county and the type of products manufactured. 

COMPANY 
General Electric Company 
General Asbestos & Rubber 
Div. Raybestos-Manhattan, Inc. 
Lockheed-Georgia Company 
Westvaco 
Detyens Shipyards, Inc. 

PRODUCT 
Turbine exhaust hoods 
Industrial rubber products & asbestos textiles 

C-5A aircraft subassemblies 
Paper products 
Ship construction & repairs 

NO. EMPLOYEES 
600 
812 

600 
1,600 

356 



LABOR INFORMATION 

CHARLESTON, S. C. AREA 

Charleston has the most attractive. labor market of any area in the en
tire Coastal Plains Region. Large numbers of men and women are imme
diately available for employment. Several hundred · men reprsenting a wide 
variety of metal working skills are now out of work due to the cutbacks in 
government contracts. A large portion of these job seekers fall into the 
highly-skilled, skilled and semi-skilled categories. Some have received tech
nical 'training and have acquired experience on as many as five precision 
metal cutting machines. 

Women are also available in growing numbers. It is estimated that more 
than 3,000 women could be recruited immediately for a new industry offer
ing steady work and favorable earnings opportunities. 

At last report, 4,900 persons were unemployed. Unemployment in recent 
months has ranged from 4.6 to 5.6% of the civilian work force. 

Charleston and the surrounding area is one of the most densely popu
lated areas in the state. Within a 30-mile radius of Charleston, the popula
tion is estimated to be 308,000. Over 263,368 reside within a 15-mile radius of 
the city. · 

The attractiveness of the area's labor force and the occupational balance 
of workers that has been maintained, has been the result of the trai ning pro
grams carried on by the Charleston Technical Education Center. Over the 
past several years hundreds of men and women have received training geared 
to the needs of loca l business and industries. 

Plants, large or small, regardless of their skill requirements, will find 
the Charleston area's labor force made to order. Here new plant start-ups 
can be accomplished in record time. 

APPENDIX 8 



POPULATION DENSITY CJ 0-299 Families 

I::::] 300-499 Families 
30 MILE RADIUS - 500-0ver Families 

CHARLESTON County Range Per Family 3.4to3.8 



WATER SUPPLY 
CHARLESTON 

APPENDIX C 

Charleston obtains its municipal water supply from Edisto River, Goose Creel and Foster 
Creek. Maximum capacity is 56 million gallons per day. Peak daily demand is 30 million 
gallons. The city has a total elevated storage capacity of 3.5 million gallons. 

WATER ANALYSIS 
(Parts per million except pH unless noted) 

Total solids 
Alkalinity 
Calcium 
Magnesium 
Hardness 
Iron 
Chloride 
pH 
Copper 
Mercury 
Zinc 

.. 

96 
31 

8.2 
0.8 

24 
0.0 

11 
8.6 
1.3 
0.0 ppb 

0.0 
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The gold dollar sign has been adopted by the State Development Board as a symbol which can be in
terpreted in many ways: 

It stands for the per capita dollar, the dollar which provides a higher standard of living for South 
Carolinians. 

It stands for the tax dollar, which industry and its employees pay to the state not only to perpetu
ate our efforts, but to provide needed social services. 

It stands for the investment dollar, which industry spends in South Carolina to create job oppor
tunities, which in turn create the per capita and tax dolla s. 

But most of all, our symbol stands for the profit dollar: it personifies South Carolina's commitment 
to commercial success, our belief in the capitalistic society and its tenets which proclaim that in 
return for accepting the risks of added value manufacturing, business is entitled to a fair return 
on its investment. 

This is the philosophy behind our endeavors. Capitalism. Profit. Production. To anyone trapped in 
an environment that somehow seems to convey the idea that profit is a dirty word, we say come 
to South Carolina. 

To anyone who shares our convictions, we say welcome. To anyone who does not share similar con
victions, we renounce you and suggest that you throw this brochure away, for we will be of no 
interest to you. 




