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Editor's Notes 

At its annual meeting in March 1994, the South Carolina Historical 
Association decided to change its approach to the content of The 
Proceedings of the South Carolina Historical Association. In the 
past, all papers presented at the annual meeting were published 
automatically. Starting with the 1995 issue, only those papers 
deemed suitable by the editorial board are published. Some papers may 
be presented in abstract form. 

The 1997 issue of The Proceedings would not have been possible 
without the tireless efforts of Winona Hatcher and Erin Mckinney of 
the Computer Services Department of the University of South 
Carolina at Aiken. 

Minor spacing and font irregularities are due to the variety of word 
processing programs used by our contributing authors. 

The Proceedings of the South Carolina Historical Association is a 
refereed journal that contains selected papers and abstracts of papers 
presented at the annual meeting. The editor and the Executive Board 
will serve as the editorial board in conjunction with members selected 
for their expertise. The editor disclaims any responsibility for the 
scholarship, statement of fact and opinion, and the conclusions of the 
contributors. 
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A Study of the Role of Serfdom and Absolutism 
in th~ Causes of Eastern European Backwardness 

Joyce Wood 

The lag in development seen in Eastern Europe vis-a-vis the growth of 
Western Europe has been an accepted axiom in the study of modem European 
history for many years, generating a lively and varied historiography. An 
examination of the causes of this backwardness is of interest in two ways: for a 
further understanding of the region itself and to provide insight for developing 
nations today. This paper will review those causes and portions of the debate they 
have generated. 

It is generally agreed that Europe as a whole came out of the Middle Ages 
growing in both economic prosperity and population. However, the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries saw the continent undergo a series of crises that led to a 
divergence of historical trends in Eastern Europe and Western Europe. Two of these 
trends, a change in the relationship of landlord and peasant, and, the rise of 
absolutism, will be the focus of this study. From the fifteenth to the seventeenth 
centuries these two trends shaped Eastern Europe along a path of lagging 
development leading to the current upheaval, the outcome of which has yet to be 
resolved. Though each has a separate and independent history that does not always fit 
large theories, three nation-states, Prussia, Poland and Russia, provide example and 
contrast for addressing the two questions that will be the focus of this study: why was 
serfdom the answer used to deal with the crisis of the fifteenth century in, Eastern 
Europe when it was disappearing in the West? Why did absolutism develop differently 
in Eastern Europe from Western Europe? 

The very issue of Eastern European backwardness is a "question badly posed" 
according to Robert Brenner.1 This assumes "sustained economic growth~' is the 
expected norm, when non-development is more characteristic of long stretches of 
global history.2 For example, the scythe was a more efficient harvesting tool than the 
sickle, and though the former was widely known throughout Europe in the fourteenth 
century, it was not generally used for that purpose until the nineteenth century.3 

What is unusual and unique is the rapid rate of growth in Western Europe, more than 
the backwardness of Eastern Europe. 4 Wes tern Europe has provided a model against 
which other societies and regions are now measured, with Eastern Europe one of the 
first to follow the pattern. 

The fourteenth century marked the end of the late medieval period of growth 
and expansion. The most visible disaster of that century was the drastic reduction of 
population caused by the Bubonic Plague which entered Europe by following the 
newly opened routes of trade and communication with Asia through the Mongol 
Empire. Estimate-s of deaths from the Plague in Europe run generally around one 
third of the population; in some areas, as many as half succumbed. However, there 
were regions, such as part of Poland, that were not affected.6 

The population decline and economic contraction evident in Western Europe 
in the fourteenth century affected Eastern Europe as well by the fifteenth century. 
The plague only heightened a decline already in progress that was evidenced by wars, 
famines and other epidemics. Established institutions strained to adapt to changing 
conditions. Landlords struggled to retain and/or attract labor to work their estates; 
cities, fighting loss of wealth and population, sought land to retain their waning power. 
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and privileges; the church, too, used the crisis of the times to expand its landholdings 
and absorb the tithes of the parishes; and absolutism began to ta~e shape as the 
nobility and monarchs struggled to find a new equilibrium in changed circumstances.' 

These "same causes had entirely different effects in the west and in the east. "8 

The labor shortage in both regions leads to an oft-cited paradox: the elimination of 
serfdom in Western Europe in contrast to its expansion and growth in the East. 
Prussia, Poland and Russia share in the overall pattern of enserfment that too~ hold 
in the fifteenth century, with distinct individual variations, however. In looking at 
the pattern of Eastern enserfment, this paper will first identify the serf and briefly 
examine the end of serfdom in Western Europe; then secondly, explore the reasons 
why it grew in . the East; in the third place, survey peasant responses to this 
development; and, lastly, look at its relationship to the development of absolutism. 

For a millennium, the institution of serfdom was found in many areas 
of Europe, in a variety of forms and applications. However, according to Jerome 
Blum, serfdom throughout Europe had the following features: 

" ... a peasant was recognized as unfree if he was bound to the will of his 
lord by ties that were degrading and socially incapacitating ... this 
meant that the lord had legal jurisdiction over his peasants to the 
complete, or nearly complete, exclusion of the state, so that ... the 
only rights the peasants had were those that the lord was willing to 
allow them. Concomitants of this condition were that the peasants 
were unable to come and go as they pleased without their lord's 
permission and that the lord could demand whatever obligations he 
wanted.9 

These obligations were usually set by custom, though the noble could alter them. The 
serf was distinguished from the slave in that the serf retained some legal status as a 
person which the slave did not have. 10 In Western Europe, the growth and expansion 
of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries had led to a marked reduction in serfdom as 
nobles increasingly commuted obligations to rents, and gave both serfs and towns 
freedom. They faced competition for labor, especially to encourage settlement on 
newly-opened lands in the face of the enticement of freedom offered by the towns. 11 

The crisis of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries hastened the decline of serfdom, 
through the loss of manorial records, the pressure on nobles to find other economic 
sources of sustenance (such as seeking loans, government and military positions), 
government intrusion (such as maximum prices and wages), and the transition from 
grain production to other activities such as sheep-raising. Though attempts were 
made to solve the nobles' distress by enforcing more stringent obligations on the 
peasants, these met with little success because of the strong peasant communities 
which successfully resisted encroachment.12 Above all, the growing power of the 
state, especially its ability to intervene between noble and serf, lessened the noble's 
capacity to control his peasants. The absence of that state intervention, however, 
"doomed a free peasantry to serfdom" which is what happened in the East. 13 

There was a general tendency in Eastern Europe by the thirteenth century for the 
peasantry to lose their freedoms. More thinly populated than Western Europe, this 
region was heavily impacted by the Mongol invasion, which had the longest and most 
profound influence on Russia. The need for population and the availability of land 
attracted German colonists to the East in a well-organized movement where the 
nobles hired agents to provide settlers. 14 Because of the labor shortage, the 
concessions granted to settlers known as "German Law" were extended as well to the 
native peasantry and the previous serfdom and slavery nearly disappeared. The 
colonists took advantage of the opportunity to gain greater rights than they would 
have had at home. They were able to get these rights for their technological . 
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expertise, their greater yields, and their increased income from which the nobles and 
towns would also benefit. They formed self-governing communes and were allowed to 
rent the land and pass it along to heirs with a minimum of dues and obligations; 
furthermore, they pos·sessed the freedom to move elsewhere as long as their 
obligations had been paid. In order to grant these privileges, however, the nobles had 
to have immunity from the princes. This removed the state as intervenor, making 
the agreements an arrangement between peasant and landlord. Until the sixteenth 
century, especially in Prussia and Poland, this proved successful in encouraging the 
growth of markets, cultivation, towns, and the income of nobles and princes alike. 15 

The disappearance of this flow of colonists was, according to Blum, the first 
indicator of the depression that had hit the West was reaching into the East. 16 The 
wars, plagues, and famines that dominate the history of the time further eroded the 
population of the East and led to precipitous declines in crop yields and thus 
revenues. The nobles, like those in Western Europe, were dependent on rentals in 
money and kind. Perturbed by the reduction of this income and the decline in the 
value of money, they turned to strategies similar to those that had been used by 
Western European nobility: ceilings on wages and prices, loans, and even robbery. 
Unlike their Western counterparts, however, they were able to deal with the problem 
of labor shortage by increasing the peasant's obligations and reducing his mobility, 
creating what is known as the "second serfdom" by the beginning of the sixteenth 
century in Poland, and by the end of the sixteenth century in Russia. 17 

Prussia 
In Prussia, the desertion of the land was accompanied by increasing strictures: on the 
peasants. Following a war with Poland in 1412, the Prussian nobility were granted for 
the first time the protection that peasants have proof of their noble's consent when 
they went to towns; five years later they were able to have runaway peasants 
returned. The years 1417-1420 saw ordinances for the whole country that limited 
wages to keep nobles from enticing workers from other employment. The 
restrictions and penalties were unsuccessful in stemming the tide, so the lords then 
turned to increasing the obligations of the peasants as regards cutting wood and 
working throughout the year, even on holy days. 18 Additionally, penalties became 
more harsh. By 1494, ordinances allowed nobles to have a returned runaway hanged, 
or stipulated that the runaway could be "nailed to the pillory by one ear and ... be given 
a knife to cut himself off," or required that the serf had to find new employment 
within a fortnight after he had left the previous position. 19 No judicial process 
moderated the increasingly onerous provisions. Even with these strictures, the nobles 
were unable to maintain a labor force and some were forced to farm the deserted land 
themselves.20 By the sixteenth century, according to F.L. Carsten, authority on 
Prussia in this period, several changes occurred that hardened the already strong 
tendency towards enserfment. The effects of the Reformation were felt by 1526: the 
Teutonic Order had been replaced by a weak duke dependent on the nobility; young 
noblemen no longer went into ecclesiastical careers, and the nobility sought 
confiscated church lands; and, urban life declined and lost influence under the control 
of the nobility. Lastly, the increasingly heavy burdens placed on the peasant resulted 
from a new factor now coming on the scene, the pressure to enlarge estates due to the 
rise of grain prices in the growing market to supply Western Europe.21 

Poland 
Enserfment in Poland has features similar to those found in Prussia, such as 

the increasing strictures on the peasants, the growing power of the nobility and 
weakness of the state, and the increasing importance of the grain trade with Western 
Europe. The intensity of peasant stricture increased gradually through such channels 
as the king's privileges, manorial custom and laws passed by the parliament or Sejm. 
For example, a law passed in 1496 did not allow peasants to emigrate to towns. 
Another of 1520 required peasants to provide labor for one day a week per unit o( 
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land holding; this rose to five days a week per unit in the seventeenth century.22 

Unlike Prussia and Russia, however, locating runaways was up to the. noble inasmuch 
as the state provided little assistance.23 

The second serfdom in the Polish experience greatly expanded the power and 
independence of the nobility. The noble was the autocrat on his estate whose control 
extended to trade and the towns as well. This "compulsory labor was an enormous 
machine harnessed to serve what German historians call Gutsherrschaft (estate 
ownership) as opposed to Grundherrschaft (landlordship ), traditional feudalism. "24 

The income generated from the estate manufacturing and Western grain trade was 
used to enhance those things the nobles felt were most important: their status and 
luxurious lifestyle, what Jan De Vries calls the "misinvestment and dissipation of 
capital. "25 The combination of noble control and imports of luxuries and 
manufactured products from the west ruined Polish towns, local industries, and stunted 
the growth of a Polish middle class " ... who were obliged to struggle against foreign 
competition supported by the nobility. At the beginning of the seventeenth century 
the Polish economy showed .. . features characteristic of colonial countries, "26 an 
"agrarian and raw-material producing colony of the West."27 

The grain trade and Poland's relationship to the West has been the focus of 
lively controversy, much of it rooted in Marxist ideology and in the concern for 
modem developing nations who face similar problems associated with monoculture as 
did Poland. Norman Davies succinctly states the problem: 

... grain was not the best commodity on which to found the fortunes of 
state and society ... at the price of several decades of superficial 
prosperity, it preserved and strengthened the worst aspects of the 
medieval economy whilst preventing the growth of that variety and 
flexibility which enabled stronger economies to ride adversity and to 
grow.2s 

The concept of Poland as colony is a more extreme position in the debate over the 
links between the second serfdom and the grain trade with Western Europe.29 

Immauel Wallerstein's world system theory posits Poland as a peripheral nation 
dependent on the core nations in the West such as England and the Netherlands. The 
nobility "transformed itself into capitalist farmers exploiting low-cost labor," 
severely weakening both the state and the indigenous middle class in the process, thus 
turning Poland into a "neocolonial state" which exchanged cash crops for other 
countries' manufactured goods.30 "Poland became in course of the sixteenth century, 
an underdeveloped country in the European world economy. "31 

Braudel argues that "the great landowner was not a capitalist, but he was a tool 
and collaborator in the service of capitalism in Amsterdam and elsewhere. He was 
part of the system. "32 His participation in the foreign capitalist system generated the 
second serfdom and an increase in grain production; it was neither a feudal system nor 
capitalist agriculture following the English model but a monopoly econom13 "in the 
service of an international system thoroughly and indisputably capitalist." 3 Braudel 
thus challenges Wallerstein's identification of the noble as capitalist but accepts the 
concept of the capitalist world system. 

Theda Skocpol strongly criticized Wallerstein's theory saying that it 
"prevents him from adequately explaining patterns of economic development in 
early ~odern Europe" or "the patterns of state development. "34 What Marian 
~al~w1st saw as "a contributing cause," Wallerstein turned into "the theoretically 
s1gn1ficant explanation. 1135 Jacek Kochanowicz contends that aspects of the Polish 
economy during this period were dependent for internal reasons and local variations 
that had little to do with a capitalist world economy.36 
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Another challenge that gained considerable scholarly attention was the debate 
begun by Robert Brenner in 1976 with the publication of "Agrarian Class Structure 
and Economic Development in Pre-Industrial Europe" in Past and Present. In this 
and other articles he challenged the views of world system theorists for constructing 
models based on economic forces and ignoring class structure.37 He argues that 

.. .it is the structure of class relations, of class power, which will 
determine the manner and degree to which particular demographic and 
commercial changes will affect long term trends in the distribution of 
income and economic growth - and not vice versa... different class 
structures, specifically property relations or surplus-extraction 
relations, once established tend to impose rather strict limits and 
possibilities, indeed rather specific long-term patterns, on a society's 
economic development...class structures tend to be highly resilient in 
relation to the impact of economic forces; as a rule, they are not 
shaped by, or alterable in terms of, changes in demographic or 
commercial trends.38 

Wallerstein's theory was a particular target of Brenner's criticism, especially the 
assertion that precapitalist property relations "are dissolved in the presence of trade," 
contending that to the extent that trade affects precapitalist economies, 

.. .it is likely to bring about not the loosening but the tightening of 
precapitalist property forms, the growth of unproductive expenditure, 
and the quickening not of economic growth, but of stagnation and 
decline.39 

In the case of Eastern Europe and specifically for this discussion of Poland, it meant 
that Eastern peasants were less able to hold out against the second serfdom because of 
their lack of community organization that could have provided the resistance that it 
did in the West. Additionally, he sees that the dependency in the grain trade was a 
result of backwardness with its concomitant low productivity, lack of home markets, 
and drastically unequal incomes, "rooted in the last analysis in the class structure of 
serfdom. "40 

Two other viewpoints shall round out this sampling. The first, another strong 
disagreement with the world systems theory, is held by Perry Anderson who sees the 
tug of the West on the Eastern economy as 

... exaggerated .. .ln fact, while the com trade undoubtedly intensified 
servile exploitation in Eastern Germany or Poland, it did not 
inaugurate it in either country, and played no role at all in the parallel 
development of Bohemia or Russia. 41 

The other viewpoint is described by Kochanowicz as a "classic formulation," largely _ 
political in character, in the work of Polish historian Jan Rutkowski who maintains 
that serfdom is a necessary condition for the estate system, which then was touched 
off by the growth of the grain trade.42 

Russia 
With these varying interpretations in mind, we now move to the third 

country for examination, that of Russia, which " ... presents a somewhat different case, 
within a common historical field. "43 The same general trends are noted, i.e., growing 
power of the nobility and enserfment, and economic contraction and growth in an 
atmosphere of increasing contact with the West. However, the differences make the 
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Russian situation unique. Mongol rule had a much greater impact on Russian 
development because that yoke was only fully removed in the fifteenth century. 
Russia was threatened from the west and south at the same time it was expanding into 
the new lands of Siberia. Military considerations, therefore piayed a large role in 
shaping a strong central state in the hands of an autocratic czar. Another major 
difference was Russia's large internal market. The grain trade was important here as 
well and the pressure to expand production was similar to the other areas of Eastern 
Europe, but this was an internal trade under the control of the czar.44 Wallerstein 
even goes so far as to describe Russia as "external" to the world economy of the 
sixteenth century.45 The czar was able to generate considerable revenues from state 
indus~ and trade, products in kind, coinage, and above all, taxes, especially customs 
levies. 6 Malowist points out that this capital accumulation was used more effectively 
than in Poland to encourage colonization, and that an indigenous middle class had 
more opportunities than in Poland because the Russian nobility was not as closely 
involved in trade.47 

The crises that thickly fill the pages of Russian history during the fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries led to the enserfment of the Russian peasant. The wars, 
disorders, epidemics, famines, and consequent population decline at a time of 
territorial expansion put great pressure on the thinly spread population. Though 
slavery continued throughout this period, the free peasant of Mongol times had 
become a serf by the seventeenth century, "bound to the person of their seignior and 
subject to his will."48 In these times of disruption, the czar sought support from the 
nobility, who were then rewarded with estates and enserfment of the workers in order 
to maintain their labor supply. Temporary bans on peasant and town dweller 
movement became permanent restriction on the peasant (i.e. serfdom) by the 
Ulozhenie or Code of 1649 .49 This combination of factors in the late seventeenth 
century turned a solution engendered during crisis into the first of the "twin pillars" of 
the Russian political and social structure.50 Expanding frontiers that needed defending 
from invaders required military reforms and an expensive new technology, 
gunpowder. The taxes levied to create the new, gunpowder-equipped army sparked 
peasant flight and revolt; the nobility sought to get them back. The Razin Revolt of 
1670 pitted peasant against noble and led to the defeat of the peasant and loss of his 
freedom; to the strengthening of the noble's hold on the peasant as well as the 
enhancement of the power of the czar; and, to the emergence of an alliance of czar 
and nobility against the peasants to maintain control which constituted the second of 
the "twin pillars."51 According to Richard Hellie, serfdom was the "cost of the new 
army" and of the "survival of the Russian state. "52 

What was the peasant's response to the increasing strictures of enserfment? 
The most common resistance was expressed in sullen passivity where the peasant did 
as little as possible, cheated, and used only the foorest tools and animals, much to the 
frustration of nobles who had little alternative. 3 Lacking the aforementioned strong 
communities of the West, the peasants were less able to fend off noble 
encroachment, especially when backed by the power of the state. 54 They could flee, 
and many did, leading to the examples of laws given in the earlier discussions of 
Prussia, Russia and Poland. Flight to freedom in towns, however, was not an option 
because, unlike Western Europe, the towns were under noble control as well.55 

Another option was revolt. Major peasant rebellions occurred in all of the Eastern 
countries from the sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries, which Anderson 
characterizes as "class struggle."56 Barrington Moore, Jr., sees the source of the 
revolts not in gradual erosion of peasant position, but in sudden new demands that 
"break with accepted rules and customs."57 These revolts, however, worked to peasant 
detri~ent ~nd to the advantage of absolutism even though that same absolutism 
remamed highly vulnerable to such revolts. 58 In the final analysis, according to this 
perspective, it was the peasant's need to make a living that tied him to the land, . 
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because, even without noble pressure, the "vast distances, harsh climate and 
underpopulation of the eastern lands" made it difficult to sustain a free existence.59 

The final area. of examination for this study of backwardness is the 
development of absolutism in Eastern Europe. Absolutism took shape in tandem with 
the enserfment of the peasantry and the enlarged dominance of the nobility in the 
East; it developed in Western Europe at the same time but with what Anderson calls a 
different "lineage:" 

The Absolutist State in the West was the redeployed political 
apparatus of a feudal class which had accepted the commutation of 
dues. It was a compensation for the disappearance of serfdom, in the 
context of an increasingly urban economy which it did not 
completely control and to which it had to adapt. The Absolutist State 
in the East, by contrast, was the repressive machine of a feudal class 
that had just erased the traditional communal freedoms of the poor. It 
was a device for the consolidation of serfdom, in a landscape scoured 
of autonomous urban life or resistance ... [I]n the East.. .a new world 
had to be implanted from above, by main force.60 

Because serfdom arose in tandem with absolutism in the East, the subjugation of the 
peasants and the towns would seem to be a natural consequence of increasing state 
power, hand in hand with the support of the nobility, and thus a consequence to a 
political situation.61 This is very clear for the Russian case. Yet, Poland and Prussia 
had the same process of enserfment but with different results. Prussia did not initially 
develop absolutism, allowing its nobility to increase their power under a weak ducal 
government.62 Poland's monarchy lost most of its power to the nobility and did not 
develop the absolutism found in its neighbors. Another factor must then play an equal 
role in the shaping of Eastern absolutism. That requirement was military pressure. 

The military pressure was twofold. In the first place, the military revolution 
that had transformed warfare in the West, especially in tactics and technology such as 
gunpowder, both challenged and threatened the East's ability to defend itself in 
warfare. The second aspect of that pressure was direct invasion, especially by Sweden 
as she attempted to establish an empire incorporating Prussian, Russian and Polish 
territories along the Baltic Sea during the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. 
The development of absolutism in both Prussia under the Great Elector, Frederick 
William, and Russia under Peter I, the Great, was rapidly enhanced as they responded 
to the Swedish threat. The Polish nobility, on the other hand, had not needed a 
strong state to protect their interests and thus such a state had not developed. Poland, 
therefore, suffered two devastating invasions by Sweden in 1655 and again in 1701-21 
during the Great Northern War which ended her position as a major power, and led to 
her eventual dissolution as a state at the end of the eighteenth century.63 

In conclusion, this historiographical study concentrates on largely Marxist 
and Neo-Marxist interpretations. Though these perspectives illumine the events of 
those years in useful ways, they are by no means complete analyses. Additional 
cultural, social, geographical, and political factors must be examined as well the role 
of individuals in building a broader and more balanced picture of the issue than can be 
drawn in the limited scope of this paper.64 Nevertheless, a study of enserfment and 
absolutism provides not only insight into the situation the modern nations of Eastern 
Europe find themselves today, but aiso highlights fruitful avenues for studies of other 
developing nations and regions around the world. 
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Slaves or Labourers: Revisiting the 1852 Debate Bet\\een Sir 
Arthur Helps and 'A Carolinian' (Edward J. Pringle) 

Stephen Keck 

The puqlication of Harriet Beecher Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin in 
1852 generated a range of intellectual responses in both the United States 
and abroad, especially in Britain. Reexamining the debates over Uncle 
Tom's Cabin should help us to comprehend some of the key differences 
between North Atlantic intellectuals. To try to understand the Atlantic 
component in the intellectual history of both Britain and the United 
States is to make the effort to advance our understanding of ideas in 
transnational situations. It is also to recover the flow of ideas from a 
tendency in both British and American historiography to subordinate 
thinkers, publications, audiences, debates, and their controversies to 
national contexts. Finally, to review some of the highlights of the debate 
surrounding Uncle Tom's Cabin is to examine the way in which a current 
idea or an event can be exploited to the needs of related, but different 
cultures. 

Given these broader considerations, this paper will focus on the 
exchange between Sir Arthur Helps(1813-1875) and Edward J. 
Pringle(1826-1899) which occurred in both Britain and the United States. 
While it is beyond the scope of this discussion to explore the "reception" 
of Uncle Tom's Cabin, the dialogue between Helps and Pringle is indicative 
of the passionate discussion which the publication of Stowe's novel 
engendered. 

Helps' Attack on Slavery 

If Helps has been neglected in the 20th century, he was well known 
in the 19th. He had entered Eton in 182 9 and received his BA from 
Trinity College, Cambridge in 1835 where he became one of the first 
Apostles. His first official occupation was as private secretary to Lord 
Monteagle, who served as chancellor of the exchequer in Lord Melbourne's 
government. In 183 9 Helps moved to a position under Lord Morpeth, the 
chief secretary for Ireland. He would flirt with standing for Parliament, 
but his emerging literary passions proved to be stronger than the lure of 
the office. Therefore, when Ralph Waldo Emerson in English 
Traits(1865)would claim that Helps was "all-knowing" and had "tried 
everything" he was referring to his rapid rise in the practice of English 
government. 1 

By mid-century Victorian readers could also exrect to encounter 
Arthur Helps' ideas in a number of different settings. To begin with, 
Helps was an essayist who contributed to a number of key debates: 
vivisection, war and culture, cholera, labour, emigration, and social 
obligations were some of the topics which he addressed 
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In addition to being a master rhetorician and essayist, Helps would 
have been recognizable to Victorians as a historian and biographer. 
Indeed, Helps was a true "Atlantic intellectual" as his historical work 
concerned the Spanish conquest and domination of the New World Yet, 
he would understand himself to be a literary figure: he would turn down the 
Regius Professorship of History at Cambridge which was offered by 
Palmerston because he regarded himself as more of a poet than a 
historian. Finally, from 1860 until his death in 187 5, Sir Arthur Helps 
would possibly play his most important public role as Clerk of the Privy 
Council. 

In 1852 Fraser's Magazine capitalized on Helps' reputation as one 
of Britain's experts on both American slavery and British working 
conditions by having him review Uncle Tom's Cabin. In addition to the 
first volumes of Conquerors of the New World and Their Bondsmen, which 
had begun to make their appearance in 1848, Helps' The Claims of 
Labour (1844) had made a strong impression on both sides of the Atlantic. 
In 1845 the second edition's subtitle "An Essay on the Duties of the 
Employers to the Employed and an Essay on the Means of Improving the 
Health and Increasing the Comfort of the Labouring Classes" showed that 
while there were two pieces to The Claims of Labour they were of a 
singular theme. In essence Helps argued that industrial capitalists, large 
landowners and other employers had significant moral obligations to their 
workers. Unlike many figures writing against the fear of Chartism and 
more generally the rising tensions of the 1840s, Helps advocated a range 
of reforms based upon duty: "I do not wish to scare you into active and 
useful exertion by indicating that you are, otherwise, in danger of losing 
any of the good things of this world The great motive to appeal to, is 
not a man's apprehension of personal loss or suffering, but his fear of 
neglecting a sacred duty ." 3 

Helps' review of Uncle Tom's Cabin was actually a long letter to 
Charles Eliot Norton which Fraser's Magazine reprinted Based upon his 
vast knowledge of the history of the New World, he sought to reassure his 
contemporaries that Stowe had not exaggerated, but, in fact, had offered 
an accurate picture of slavery in the American South. However, Helps was 
more interested in connecting the debate over American slavery to the 
condition of the English laborer. With Stowe in mind, Helps asserted that 
the freedom of the English poor meant far more than any measure of 
physical well being: 

She would find that, under their occasionally stolid 
appear·ance, and with their clumsy gait, there is an 
intelligence, a patience, an aptitude to learn, a capacity for 
reasonable obedience, and a general gentleness of blood and 
nature, which would mightily astonish her. She would even 
find, especially among the women, a grace and sweetness of 
demeanour which would remind her of the highest breeding. 
She is evidently perplexed to acco\lllt to herself for the 
permission of the existence of slaves, so little do their lives 
appear to give room for the purposes of humanity: she would 
have no such doubt whatever in contemplating the life of the 
British peasant, or the British workman. She would see that 
his life fulfilled sufficiently the conditions of humanity to 
render it a means of attaining to considerable self-culture, of 
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exerc1srng the deepest self-restraint, of appreciating and 
working out what is most beautiful in the affections and 
duties of a free citizen. 4 
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With the concern for worker's self-culture, duties, and self-restraint, Helps 
unwittingly articulated what would prove to be an agenda for more 
prominent Victorians such as Ruskin. In fact, Helps' review in Fraser's 
Magazine was written at almost the exact same time as Ruskin's "Nature 
of Gothic". The latter, which appeared in the second volume of The 
Stones of Venice(1853) evaluated the condition of British workers by 
comparing them not with slaves, but with the medieval and Renaissance 
labourers. Wher·eas Helps found the condition of British workers and 
peasants to be better than that of American slaves, Ruskin asserted that 
the practice of labour in the 19th century dehumanized the worker. 
Modern workers, Ruskin contended, had lost the creativity and free
expression of their medieval predecessors. For both Helps and Ruskin, 
then, comparative analysis was the key to evaluating the status of the 
British worker. 

Helps' attack on slavery went well beyond a defense of British 
labour practices as he also challenged the premise that the institution of 
slavery might receive Biblical support. He told Norton: 

I find the authoress again and again endeavouring to meet a 
set of arguments which are so thoroughly exploded in our 
part of the world, ... These arguments profess to be founded 
on the Bible; and no doubt it must be a charming thing, when 
a man is steeped all over in iniquities, to find it said by grave 
men with black coats and white neckcloths, that there is no 
harm iJ) anything he has done; but that the institution which 
he adores is based upon the soundest religious principles. To 
a man steaming down one of your magnificent rivers with his 
dark cargo of slaves, it must be very cheering to hear from 
some benignant and judicious-looking clergyman, the words 
"cursed is Canaan," and to be told that they justify what he, 
the slave-owner is doing .... the simplest consideration would 
show that the Bible was ! book: the book, if you like--but 
not all books; that it does not contain all history, or 
geology, or any other science, nor pretend to represent a 
perfect state of things, from which there is to be no 
improvement. To think this, is to blind ourselves to all 
reason, philosophy, and religion. For instance, does any 
sacred writer intimate that the world is in a satisfactory 
state at the time he is writing, or that he would not alter it, 
if he had supreme power? Was Christianity set in a world so 
complete in its social arrangements that you had only to 
perfect them in detail, and then that all would be right? 
... the favourers of slavery, ... would reply, that if slavery 
were such a bad thing, it would have been especially provided 
against and preached against in the Gospel. So you might 
say of absolute political power .. .. there is nothing that I 
know of in the Scriptures particularly directed against 
despots, and there has always been a great deal brought 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 1997 

Having 
conditi 
that m1 
it was l 

Helps 
leaders 

Unwit 
an ap1 
signifi 
lamen 



14 

[elps 
nore 
ser's 
.ture 
The 
; by 
ance 
and 

that 
ker. 
~ree
k in, 
the 

ltish 
n of 

forward in their favour out of these very Scriptures by 
flattering, glosing, learned men. 5 

15 

Having addressed arguments for slavery based upon the Bible and the 
condition of industrial and rural labourers, Helps went further by arguing 
that modern slavery is much worse than its ancient counterparts, because 
it was based upon race: 

The rare liberality of the Romans, which could endure most 
gods, was also very noticeable in its tolerance of all races of 
mankind; and it would be comparatively needless to be for 
ever dinning this dreary subject of slavery into the ears of 
the ears of mankind, if your slaves in America but enjoyed 
the hopes, the kind treatment, and privileges which the same 
class enjoyed amongst the Romans under their best 
Emperors. But once the evils of slavery are deepened and 
darkened by the difference of race, then comes the utmost 
cruelty of which human nature is capable: where all remorse 
is anticipated or destroyed by disgust. 6 

Helps carried his view of American slavery to a plea for strong moral 
leadership: 

answer the arguments said to be drawn from the Bible. If 
you are a slave-owner, give every facility for the education 
of slaves, and for their gradual manumission. Try to make 
different classes of slaves (what I mean is, not to keep them 
all to the same functions), for that will make freedom easier 
to be given, and better used what it does come. Perhaps all 
these efforts will not settle the question. A great crash will 
come some day do that. Such is the way even with us, who 
are a much older nation than you are: we never work out 
anything gradually and patiently. A Reform Bill, an 
Abolition of Corn Laws, or a Catholic Emancipation, always 
comes on a sudden, and is carried through with all the want 
of wisdom which there is undue haste. If nobody, however, 
had thought and talked and written about these great 
changes, they would have come still more abruptly than they 
did. 7 

Unwittingly anticipating his own interaction with the poor, Helps suggests 
an approach to slavery which reveals his own view about working towards 
significant social change. 8 In a passage which Pringle would repeat Helps 
lamented the difficulties ahead in the American South: 

I cannot imagine a more splendid career, intellectually 
speaking, than that of a slave owner in a slave state who is 
thoroughly awakened to the difficulty of his position. In a 
minor way Irish landowners have had, of late years, a similar 
trial; and several of them have come nobly out of it. This 
slave-owner will certainly have difficulty enough before him
-with his own early prejudices to contend against--jealous 
neighbours to appease--harsh state-laws to obey, and, while 
obeying, to modify--a degraded race to elevate--and all this 
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is to be accomplished without the encouragement of his 
fellows in private society or at public meetings. T hyse are 
indeed labours worthy of Hercules: but difficulties are the 
things that make life tolerable to many of us; and it cannot 
be said that we are left without plenty of them.9 
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The passage reveals not only Helps' belief in gradual, well-prepared 
change, but his inability to fully consider more radical means available to 
a slave owner, such as immediate abolition. 

Indeed, Helps' letter to Norton betrays a rich aesthetic sense of 
human history which may have been too contemplative for posterity. 
About the evil of slavery he was able to write: 

I have always thought the uninterrupted and peaceful voyage 
of a slave-ship--some Santa Trinidad, or Maria de la Gloria-
the most wonderful problem in the whole world On it goes, 
a thing beautifully constructed for its purpose--hundreds of 
human beings packed in indescribable agony within it-- the 
porpoises gambol around it; light breezes fan its sails; the 
water parts lovingly from its well-shaped bows, like the best 
affection of true-hearted women, 'which clings not, nor is 
exigent:' in truth the powers of nature, sublimely indifferent 
to right or wrong, Epicurean divinities in their way, refuse 
no aid to this dark devilish thing as it skims gracefully over 
the water; and, if it escapes our cruizers, the Santa Trinidad 
lands half or t\W-thirds of its original live cargo, and is 
considered to have done a good stroke of business. Truly the 
apparent silence of God is the most awful thing the sun looks 
down upon. 10 

In short; Helps understood modern slavery to be a product of the Atlantic 
world; it had grown along with the burgeoning New World; it had become 
defined by race; and, finally, it had been justified by Christianity. Helps 
finished the public letter to Norton writing that Uncle Tom's Cabin is a 
book which II insists upon being read when once begun. 11 

Pringle's Defense of Slavery 

Edward Jenkins Pringle graduated from Harvard in 1845 (where he 
was third in his class) with a degree in law. 12 He was admitted to the Bar 
in Columbia in 184 7, but soon decided to travel in Europe. For an 
American version of the "Grand Tour" the trip was well-timed: Pringle 
was in Paris to witness the fall of Louis Philippe. Across the channel 
Pringle was introduced to John Forster, editor of the London Examiner 
and, as a result, he was invited to dinner with Dickens, Carlyle, and Ralph 
Waldo Emerson. Later he would recall that "Carlyle did most of the 
talking. "13 Since Helps knew Dickens and Emerson and frequently 
socialized with Carlyle, it is possible that Pringle met him as well. Having 
made his Grand Tour, he returned to Charleston in 1849 where he 
practiced law for 3 years. During that period he probably contributed to 
the Southern Quarterly Review in 1850 and, as we will see, he would enter 
the debate over slavery in 1852.14 However, Pringle soon left the world of 
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letters to concentrate on law; he departed Charleston in 185 3 to practice 
in San Francisco. 15 

Possibly at tl\e urging of Charles Eliot Norton, Pringle reacted to 
Stowe's novel by publishinf "Slavery in the Southern States" under the 
pseudonym "A Carolinian" 6

• He was also responding to Helps' earlier 
piece. On the title page Pringle cited Helps' widely-praised The Claims of 
Labour: "Almost every human being has at one time or other of his life a 
portion of the happiness of those around him in his power, which might 
make him tremble if he did but see it in all its fullness". He further 
acknowledged that Helps' had thrown down the gauntlet with the citation 
on the first page from "The Author of Friends in- Council". Pringle 
responded to Helps' claim that: "I cannot imagine a more splendid career, 
intellectually speaking, than that of a slave-owner in a slave state, who is 
thoroughly avvakened to the difficulty of his position." "Slavery in the 
Southern States", then constitutes Pringle's review of Uncle Tom's Cabin 
and also a reply to what he seems to see as the more powerful arguments 
of Arthur Helps. 

However, the power of Stowe's narrative was never far from 
Pringle's mind as he admitted that he had "read the book with much 
excitement" leading him to try to write "many pages in its refutation. "17 

Yet, he came to believe that any type of systematic refutation of the text 
would be a "common error". 

Instead, Pringle developed an argument which anticipated George 
Fitzhugh's(1806-1881) more famous defense of slavery in Cannibals All!. 
Like Pringle, Fitzhugh would frequently cite Carlyle and, more important, 
the Virginian would also assert that slavery was part of the natural order 
of human society. Pringle had argued that the points which Stowe scored 
against the slave system in the South could be made against any human 
institution. Pringle did not cite any of the prominent Southern defenders 
of slavery such as John C. Calhoun or Thomas Roderick Dew, but he might 
well have echoed the passages in Helps' The Claims of Labour when he 
asserted that the conditions created by industry and urbanization 
dehumanized freemen and women: 

If we were to draw a picture of the miserable condition to 
which men and women are reduced in the great cities and 
manufacturing districts by the fierce competition which 
enables the man of capital to hold "flesh and blood so 
cheap," and if, ascribing this to the liberal legislation that 
allows him to demand so much work for so little pay, we 
were to cry out against present laws of propert,, our 
argument would not be more faulty than Mrs. Stowe's. 1 

• 

In addition, since many industrial workers lived in poverty and amidst 
disease, and since their employers had no obligation to promote their 
general welfare, Pringle held that slaves in the South were better off than 
their northern counterparts. This argument anticipated Fitzhugh's bolder 
formulation: "the White Slave Trade is more exacting and 
fraudulent ... than Black Slavery; but we also boast that it is more cruel, in 
leaving the laborer to take came of himself and family out of the pittance 
which skill or capital have allowed him to retain." 19 

Pringle also felt compelled to challenge the legal argument which 
opponents of slavery such as Helps and Stowe unceasingly advanced. 
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Stowe had shown that the absence of legal rights was one of the hardest 
features of slavery; Pringle responded that "we are claiminr for the slave 
moral rights which arise from the absence of legal rights. 1 That meant 
that the slaveholder had to practice charity as duty. Pringle, somewhat 
unfairly, objected to the Stowe's portrayal of slaveowners who did not 
have any sense of responsibility to their slaves. 

The Southern slaveholder differed from his counterpart. the 
Northern industrialist; the former had a keen sense of responsibility and 
charity while the latter was indifferent to the "condition of life" of his 
employees. In contrast to the North, where it is "only the humane few" 
who take the .issue of urban poverty seriously, Pringle claimed that the 
"daily routine of our Southern women ... will not suffer by comparison with 
the philanthropy that leaves all untouched most abundant harvests at 
home, for distant fields where there is more to minister to a romantic 
sentiment. " 21 0

These paternal obligations meant, as well, that slaves could 
not be considered "chattel" because the teaching of the slaves is one of 
the primary responsibilities of the slaveholder: 

If we may judge by the churches that are rising every day for 
the simple worship of the negro, by the number of cultivated 
men and women who are bending to the task of the simplest 
instruction, or by the number of the slaves who are constant 
and eager attendants upon their churches and Sunday schools, 
we many not doubt that the labor of the much-pitied African 
is relieved by far more of religious culture than can possibly 
fall to the lot of those who are born to the heritage of toil, 
that begins with earliest childhood, and endures, not only 
through the strength of life, but until its latest sands are 
shaken out. 22 

Because . ~laveholders provide both physical security and religious 
instruction, their slaves should not be identified as "chattel". 

In fact, Pringle would further exploit Helps' argument in The 
Claims of Labour by asserting that Southern slaves were better off than 
free laborers in Britain and the industrial North. Citing Liverpool as 
worse than Boston for urban density, Pringle related the British 
experience of industrialism to the impossibility of Utopian reform: 

This power that slavery gives to one man over another is 
met with everywhere in society. Caleb Williams! Alton 
Locke! Mary Barton! Parliamentary Blue Books! Mining 
Districts! Manufacturing Districts! Combinations of 
Workmen! Combinations of Masters!--to which shall we 
point especiallf? In all is the lesson of one man's power 
over another. 2 

Like other Pro-Slavers, Pringle exploited the aftershocks of the industrial 
revolution to legitimate Southern slavery. In essence, both Britain, 
represented by Helps and Utopianism, and the North were targets of his 
attack. 

While Pringle could refer to the writings of Charles Kingsley, 
William Godwin, and Elizabeth Gaskell in addressing the socio-economic 
crisis across the Atlantic, his primary targets were in the North. At the 
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heart of his defense of slavery was his assertion that Northern laborers 
were worse off than Southern slaves. Pringle's paternal argument rested 
on a view of the modem world which would not have been inconsistent 
with the advocates of revolution such as Marx. Just as Marx understood 
the oppressive relationship between capital and labor as one of the 
formative forces of the 19th century, Pringle measured the significance of 
individual freedom in terms of its value as a commodity in the industrial 
marketplace . Because these free laborers must sell their labor at an unfair 
price, they are, in effect, forced to compete with one another to become 
exploited While the slave enjoys a "monopoly of labor", the freeman's 
position is worse because he must market his labour leaving him " to 
resort to the lowest flattery" which destroys his "self-respect and must 
degrade his character. " 24 In contrast to Helps, who had asserted that the 
freedom of the British worker was the decisive difference from slavery, 
Pringle believed that it was a pre-condition for what Marx might have 
called "alienated labor". Pringle also would trumpet the Helpsian theme 
of 'character': 

Surely the subjection to the superior force of a master does 
not so debase the character as its voluntary sacrifice, its 
ready barter for office or profit. For there is more 
manliness in acknowledged obedience to superior power, than 
in the smiling subserviency of the sycophant, which makes 
the who le of life a lie. 25 

With echoes then of Carlyle, who in works such as On Heroes, Hero
Worship and The Heroic in History( 1841) focused on the social and 
historical significance of the discrepancy between public statements and 
private passions, Pringle noted that debate over reform in Britain caused 
many people to "shout aloud what their hearts reject. " 26 

In addition to challenging the picture of slavery as inhumane, 
Pringle defended the institution on the grounds of white supremacy. Like 
many other pro-slavery advocates, Pringle assumed that the "African 
race" was inferior and uncivilized. "In slavery its condition is still 
improving" .27 Furthermore, Pringle argued that the increase in slave 
population which is "far greater than that of free blacks" and "greater 
even that of whites" 28 demonstrated that the "African race" had benefited 
from its condition in the South. 

Pringle used this racial argument to capitalize on the notion of 
"duty" that Helps had advocated in The Claims of Labour by maintaining 
that the preservation of slavery was a moral requirement. Because 
slaveholders had a "duty" to promote the religious and moral development 
of their slaves, their mission was not as some Abolitionists had changed, 
incompatible with Christianity. Pringle makes what could almost be called 
a Nietzschean argument regarding slavery and Christianity. Just as 
Nietzsche had characterized Christianity as a religion which encouraged 
both self-denial and a passive attitude towards the world, Pringle saw that 
the religion could affect the manner in which slaves understood their 
position: 

as the tendency of things encourages us to hope, that part of 
the African race which has been transported to America is to 
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become a truly Christian people by means of m1ss1onary 
efforts of their masters, their fetters will not be suddenly 
struck off. But they will gradually cease to be felt. For the 
change will be wrought through the Christian virtues of the 
slaveholders, and the relation will then be a tie of sympathy 
between the two, "reasonable service" required by one, and 
cheerful obedience granted by the other. 29 

20 

Pringle would, however, carry this Nietzschean argument even further. 
Nietzsche had argued that the moral outlook of slaves in the Roman 
Empire had eventually changed and, ultimately weakened their master's 
values. In the case of the South(and in advance of Nietzsche), Pringle 
claimed that slavery also made strong demands upon the slaveholder. It is 
easy to see Helps as the target when Pringle would advance the notion 
that slavery is "the only system of labour in which a recognized moral 
obligation centers into the contract. 1130 The slaveholder has an obligation 
to care for his slaves; in contrast, the free industrial laborer is bound by 
the "cold irresponsibility that presides over the traffic for labor in the 
great labor-markets. "31 Against Abolitionists generally and Harriet 
Beecher Stowe's novel in particular Pringle complained: 

They taunt us with the traffic in flesh and blood; but how is 
the reality? The Southerner who buys his slaves at the 
auction-table is buying with the conviction pressing upon 
him that his property comes to him with weighty claims of 
humanity and of Christian duty that must not be denied. 
The capitalist who bids for labor abroad buys the sinews and 
muscles of the man, and there the contract ends. If the 
pittance per week be insufficient for wife and children, it is 
nothing to the capitalist, for there is no obligation on him 
beyond the payment of wages. They taunt us with owning 
slave, body and soul. Yes! We would have the whole South 
feel that the soul of the slave is in some sense in the 
master's keeping, to bt charged against him hereafter. The 
great marts of labor abroad are not to encumbered; flesh and 
blood are bartered away, but no man who buys is oppressed 
with any thing beyond. They taunt us with denying all legal 
rights to the slave. Theirs is the hard letter of the law,-
nothing that is not "in the bond"! With us the moral code 
becomes positive law where legal rights end. Society ceases 
to be a state of war; because a new element is introduced, an 
element which secures protection for the poor and demands 
forebearance from the rich, its principle of authority being 
an ever-present and well-defined moral obligation, which, as 
security for Christian action, is in strong contrast with the 
stern demand-and-supply principle. 32 

Under these conditions, slavery is a better form of labor because in 
depriving workers of their freedom, it requires their owners to provide for 
their welfare. Finally, Pringle would conclude that "slavery will serve a 
great purpose for the negro" 33 as he argued that it would continue to 
improve the moral quality of life for the slaves. 
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Conclusion 

Examining the exchange over Uncle Tom's Cabin between Arthur 
Helps and Edward J. Pringle illustrates some of the significant divergences 
between two Atlantic intellectual traditions . There is no evidence that 
Helps was persuaded by Pringle's clever arguments; instead, with the 
abolition of the British slave trade in 1807 and the emancipation of slaves 
in British colonies in 1833, Helps had regarded the institution from a 
convenient position. Having already established himself as one of the 
more influential voices in "the condition-of-England" question, he could 
interpret Uncle Tom's Cabin with the often smug and progressive 
assumptions of whig history: slavery in the American South was an 
anachronism, as it was both historically backward and immoral. 
Ultimately, for the author of The Claims of Labour the issue was not one 
of material prosperity, but of freedom. To be fully human, people had to 
be free to at least have some chance to affect their destiny. 

As we have seen, Pringle discounted the importance of human 
freedom. Like other advocates of slavery, he appropriated some of the 
harshest criticisms of British industrial experience to wage a spirited 
defense of Southern slavery. The moral obligations of the slaveowner--to 
take care of and improve the quality of life of his slaves--embodied, 
however imperfectly, the "duty" which Helps had hoped to see British 
industrialists meet. On one side of the Atlantic, then, stood an argument 
for abstract freedom and on the other paternalism based on race . 

The American Civil War, the emancipation of the slaves and the 
tragedy of Reconstruction would follow in the United States; across the 
Atlantic the Victorians would continue to advocate political liberty and 
freedom. Seven years after the publication of Uncle Tom's Cabin John 
Stuart Mill would write On Liberty; the Reform Bills of 1867 and 1884 
would enfranchise much of the population; and later Lord Acton would 
write incisively about the role of freedom in history. Yet, despite the 
achievement of many political freedoms, the .social problems which the 
pro-slavers exploited in their conservative defense of slavery persisted 
How much did freedom matter amidst poverty, disease, overcrowding, and 
exploitation? Neither Helps nor Mill would live long enough to see the 
legacy: the political liberalism which had successfully waged battles for the 
ballot would give rise to trade unionism and socialism--movements which 
aimed to address many of the ills which Pringle and his American 
contemporaries had found in British society. 
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ENDNOTES 

!Ralph Waldo Emerson, The Complete Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson vol. 5, p. 
397. 

2For example, George Smith would write that Helps books were successful because: 
"they were the kind of book which a seriously-minded young man makes a point of 
reading, they commanded a somewhat wide constituency." Cited in Leonard 
Huxley, The House of Smith Elder p. 148. 

3Sir Arthur Helps, The Claims of Labour(second edition London 1845Xreprinted 
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8While it is beyond the scope of this paper, it is worth noting that Helps would 
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the aim of establishing a model for improved labour practices. Unfortunately, his 
social experiment proved to be a failure, leaving him with significant debt; he 
would later be rescued from financial ruin by Queen Victoria. 

9Helps, pp. 242-243. 

lOlbid, p. 243. 

1 llbid., p. 244. 

12Pringle was the son ofWilliam Bull Pringle (1800-1881). The elder Pringle was 
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Harvard classmates. The firm would make its mark on Calii>rnia as it handled 
many of the state's largest land cases. See: South Carolina Historical Manzjne 
vol. 62, p. 225. 
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Helps to Charles Eliot Norton, The Correspondence of Sir Arthur Helps KC B p. 
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241bid., p. 28 

251bid, p. 28. 

261bid., p. 28. 

271bid., p. 36. 

28Ibid., p. 39. 
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Pale Devils and Dark Angels: Gender, Cultural Instruction 
and Native American Women of the Colonial Southeast 

Michael Morris 

Few participants in British colonization of the southern backcountry had 
their lives changed more drastically than Native American women; yet such change is 
difficult to document due to the lack of written records. In Many Tender Ties, 
author Sylvia Van Kirk was able to record a process of cultural adaption by native 
women in the Northeast to the presence of Euramerican1 traders. These women, 
through liaisons with frontier men, transmitted the cultural information vital to the 
success of Indian traders. While they taught these men tribal customs and native 
languages, the women absorbed elements of Euramerican culture as well--concepts 
about private ownership, literacy, materialism and pastoral farming were just a few 
areas of instruction. 

Scant records of Anglo-Indian contacts of this more personal nature hamper 
efforts to reconstruct a portrait of these relationships in the Southeast. Low literacy 
rates among colonial southerners involved in the Indian trade and the lack of a 
dominant trading establishment with record-keeping facilities further compound the 
difficulty.2 Yet, a few amateur ethnologists in the eighteenth century took the time 
to speak about Indian women--women who became their translators, teachers, and, in 
some cases, their lovers. Their distant voices reveal the existence of an invisible web 
in the southern backcountry, one which brought together Euramerican traders and 
Native American women in mutually beneficial relationships. Through these unions, 
Euramerican men gained social acceptance among their host tribes and the instruction 
in language and culture so necessary for their chosen occupations. Native women 
gained higher prestige and access to highly-prized trade items from their associations 
with Euramerican men. Over time, Native women lost political power in their 
communities due to their participation in this web. Their Euramerican mates often 
took an active role in reshaping women's roles within native culture to match those 
roles in their own culture. 

The collision of Native American and Euramerican cultures reveals that the 
two societies viewed women differently. Women in the more egalitarian societies of 
North America possessed more socially integral roles than did their Euramerican 
counterparts. Indian culture assigned a definite importance to women for their part 
in child bearing, child rearing, and agriculture. Further, women who performed 
outstanding service to the village might be elevated to the status of "Beloved 
Woman" which carried the right to make political and even military decisions. 

Euramericans, by contrast, segregated their women out of the public sphere, 
believing that spinning thread and weaving cloth were the proper contributions of 
women to their homes and society. Euramericans tried and sometimes succeeded in 
getting native women to adopt such economic pursuits out of a perceived obligation 
to instruct an inferior culture about the proper role of women.3 While native women 
did adopt these strategies when advantageous, they adapted them to fit within the 
bounds of traditional Indian women's roles when possible. 

Christian Penicaut, a French traveler among the Mississippi tribes around 
1700, thought that women did all the work in Indian society.4 In truth, their sphere 
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was the home where they tended the elderly and the sick, fashioned pottery, clothes, 
robes, sleeping mats and animal skins. Since Native American society honored 
women for their agricultural efforts, the garden was an important part of their world. 
Men assisted them both at the initial ground clearing and breaking and then again at 
harvest time.5 In the day-to-day process of farming, women were not the drudges 
described by Euramerican men. As in most areas of life, women shared in the daily 
obligations and rewards along with their men. Women also owned slaves who assisted 
them with their work.6 The routine of women's lives also was interrupted by various 
sporting events, where they were both participants and spectators. They attended 
activities analogous to the quilting bee and ceremonies forbidden to men. 7 

Another point to consider in debunking the European myth of the Indian 
woman as drudge concerns the element of time. Most European travelers to the 
southern colonial backcountry visited Indian villages in the summer when women's 
work--gardening, gathering nuts and fishing--was at its peak. Men's work--hunting 
and trapping--had peaked during the winter. To the European mindset, hunting was a 
sport, not a job, and so Europeans created the myth of the squaw as drudge. Existing 
evidence from tribes with similar lifestyles challenges the European estimation. Mary 
Jemison, European by birth, lived as a Seneca woman in the Northeast and found the 
work load a reasonable one--ameliorated by communal efforts, the presence of 
children as helpers and a leisurely work pace.8 

Despite cultural differences between themselves and Native American women, 
Euramerican men were able to recognize and appreciate definite gender traits shared 
by women from both cultures. Southeastern Indian women, like their Euramerican 
counterparts, were socialized to identify themselves with a wide variety of cosmetics 
and ornaments. They were especially fond of using body paint--a concoction of 
pigment, animal tallow and saliva. Since Indian clothing seldom had pockets, women 
always needed small bags and pouches in which to carry needles, thread, medicine and 
tobacco.9 Women used animal and vegetable tallow as a hair dressing and scented 
herbs, fish and whale oil to make perfumes. 10 Both sexes liked jewelry; Leclerc 
Milfort, a French traveler among the Creeks of modern Alabama, noted their women 
in the 1770s wore silver pins, silver bracelets, earrings and colored ribbons in their 
hair. 11 Women's hairstyles did not vary as widely within the tribe as did 
ornamentation. William Bartram described Cherokee women wearing plaited hair 
bound atop their heads by broaches. John Lawson noted that Carolina women wore 
their hair long, adorned by beads, leather and strings. 12 

Southeastern women also used a facial make-up although its use was more 
individualistic than hairstyles. Women painted empty or filled circles on the cheeks 
and around their eyes. They frequently drew two vertical lines between the forehead 
and the chin. In addition, they often pierced their ears and wore earrings.13 Thus, 
southeastern Indians associated the use of cosmetics, perfumery and jewelry with the 
status of womanhood. Since Euramerican traders could provide a steady supply of 
such goods and other more practical items, the traders enjoyed an enhanced status in 
the eyes of the women. This led, no doubt, to the great proclivity of relationships 
between Indian women and Euramerican traders. 

In a sense, Euramerican traders truly brought the Indian communities they 
served a variety of amazing products crafted by an alien technology. While Indian 
males wanted guns and ammunition, women longed for metal cookware, bright paints, 
trade beads and European clothing. Euramerican males working far from home as 
traders in the backcountry surely experienced a sense of longing as well. Most 
European colonizing powers initially established all-male outposts. The natural 
sexual urges of these men so far from home, combined with the relative ease in 
establishing a relationship with a native woman, meant that sexual unions soon 
followed initial contact. 
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Sexuality is a topic seldom discussed in journals and reports during America's 
colonial period; yet its undertone is quite apparent in the earliest recorded contacts 
between Native American and Euramerican peoples. During Amerigo Vespucci's 
exploration of the New World, he reported that the peoples, " ... showed themselves 
desirous of copulating with us Christians."14 Though military reports and personal 
journals rarely show it, Euramerican men devoted a fair amount of time to securing 
Indian women as mates. 

Of the major colonizing powers, the British were the most silent about such 
mixed unions with Native American women. Yet, given the fact that an outpost like 
the Roanoke settlement had only seventeen females among ninety-one males, it is 
highly probable that unions with native women existed. Even those standard bearers 
of morality, the Puritans, admitted to sexual relations with Indian women. 15 Yet, not 
all British explorers and settlers were immediately taken with Indians. Some 
Euramericans failed to see beauty in Native American women because their looks did 
not conform to European standards. Other Euramerican travelers were attracted to 
full-blood Indian women and had children by them. When a generation of mixed
heritage women began to appear sporting features similar to Euramerican women, the 
next generation of Indian traders immediately sought them out as mates. 

The ranks of those supporting such unions might surprise the casual reader. 
William Byrd II, the master of Westover Plantation in Virginia, wrote in 1728 that, 
"all nations of men have the same natural di~nity, and we all know that very bright 
talents may be lodged under a very dark skin." 6 Byrd went further to say that, ". . . 
Indian women would have made altogether as honest wives for the first planters as 
the damsels they used to purchase from aboard the ships."17 Byrd's seemingly open
minded attitude had its limits, however, and ulterior motives. He chastised early 
British explorers for their hesitation in taking Indian wives, believing such 
"intermixtures" would have made Virginia Indians early converts to Christianity. In 
addition, he felt that the Indians, " ... would have had less reason to complain that 
the English took away their land if they [the English] had received it by way of a 
portion with their daughters."18 If such marriages had been practiced, Byrd believed 
much bloodshed could have been avoided. Yet, the ultimate goal of his plan was not 
cultural preservation for native peoples but amalgamation within the dominant 
English culture. Using the earliest European contacts with Indians as a point of 
reference, he observed that by his own time, 1728, there would have been no "Indian 
problems" as he believed that, ". . . if a Moor may be washed white in three 
generations, surely an Indian might have been blanched in two." 19 

In 1727, Byrd had the opportunity to observe Native Americans at close 
range. In that year, King George II ordered the Governor and Council of Virginia to 
dispatch surveyors to demarcate a clear border with the neighboring colony of North 
Carolina. William Byrd was part of the team that surveyed that boundary throughout 
the spring and fall of 1728. In the course of his mission, he journeyed to a village of 
Nottoway Indians. There he noted that the women wore necklaces and bracelets to 
adorn themselves. Byrd described their physical complexion as "sad-coloured" and 
noted that the women were seldom handsome, though he described them as innocent 
and bashful-looking. Byrd hinted that the men of his party would have been attracted 
to these native women but for the fact that, ". . . the whole winter's soil was so 
crusted on the skins of those dark angels that it required a very strong appetite to 
approach them. "20 The cultural comment on hygiene observed by Byrd was due to an 
unfortunate by-product, dirt, that clung to the animal or vegetable tallow which 
Indians applied to their skin for protection against the elements and insects. Even 
so, Byrd's negative judgments about native women in 1727 belied the fact that in his 
youth, he had not been so discriminating. An entry dated seventeen years earlier 
noted a visit to a nearby village which included an incident with a native woman. The 
visit was marked by native hunting contests and dance exhibitions. After dark, Byrd 
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wrote that, "Jenny, an Indian girl, had got drunk and made us good sport. "21 Despite 
cultural differences, Europe's "Pale Devils," did take more than a passing notice of 
America's Dark Angels. 

Indeed, many Euramericans found native women in the Southeast attractive 
by their own standards. At the turn of the eighteenth century, John Lawson set out 
from Britain for Carolina where he arrived in the fall of 1700. In December of that 
year, the Lord Proprietors of Carolina appointed Lawson to make a reconnaissance 
survey of the interior of the colony where he came into contact with various groups 
of Indians such as the Santees and Waxhaws. During that original expedition, Lawson 
took time to write about the Congarees, noting that their women were, ". _. . as 
handsome as most I have met withal, being several fine-finger'd [sic] Brounetto's [sic] 
amongst them. "22 He observed that Congaree women were free to enjoy multiple 
sexual partners and actually settled down with mates when they were only twelve or 
fourteen years of age.23 

Lawson observed similar customs among the Wateree Indians. In his own 
style, he observed that the years of sexual freedom were, in actuality, a growing 
period for a woman, ". . . till a greater number of years has made her capable of 
managing domestick [sic] affairs, and she hath try'd [sic] the vigour of the nation she 
belongs to; . . . "24 Of the Native American women Lawson encountered, he gave the 
now familiar description of them as well-shaped and proportioned, describing their 
complexions as tawny and their eyes as "brisk and amorous," matched by pleasant 
smiles. Lawson found their skin smooth, not dingy and noted the women were 
experts in the art of love. 25 

Bernard Romans was another Euramerican traveler in southem North 
America in the eighteenth century. Born in Holland about 1720, Romans was 
educated in Britain and sent to America as a civil engineer in 1755. He became 
deputy surveyor of Georgia between 1760 and 1770 and later the surveyor of Lord 
Egmont's estates on Amelia Island and the St. John's River. His work kept him in the 
vicinity of St. Augustine, Florida, and so his observations concerned the Creek, 
Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians. Romans wrote a history of both East and West 
Florida and noted in it that the term "savages," was a correct one for native peoples. 
Further, he believed that the natives were contemptuous of every aspect of 
Euramerican society and were, in fact, born possessing a natural opposition to the 
customs of the intruding society. As proof, he offered that, unlike Euramericans, 
native men urinated in a sitting posture, while native women urinated standing.26 

With respect to general physical attributes, Romans was somewhat kinder in 
his assessment of the southeastern Indians. His observations on the relative 
attractiveness of women were complimentary, albeit begrudgingly. He described these 
women as, ". . .handsome, well made, only wanting the colour and cleanliness of our 
ladies, .. . "27 Comments on the ethnic features of specific tribes followed along the 
lines Romans established in his more general comments and the issue of cleanliness as 
defined by Euramerican standards was the key determinant of beauty. Romans 
believed Choctaw women to be quite handsome when they practiced "cleanly" 
habits.28 Romans also thought Creek women were handsome as well as hospitable and 
many of them, he noted, were even clean!29 

William Bartram was a rare ethnographer in that he kept an open mind about 
the customs he encountered among Native American peoples. During his first trip to 
a series of trading outposts along the Georgia-Florida border, locals introduced him to 
a Euramerican trader with a Seminole wife. Speaking about this woman, Bartram 
observed that she had every characteristic necessary, " ... to render a man happy. 
Her features are beautiful, and manner engaging. Innocence, modesty and love appear 
to a stranger in every action and movement; ... 1130 

During a 1773 trip along the St. John's River on the Georgia-Florida border, 
Bartram praised the charms of Seminole women and found them sufficient to entice. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 1997 



28 

both Native and Euramerican men.31 Later, traveling along the Tallapoosa River in 
modem, Eastern Alabama, he encountered a Creek woman whom he described as of, 
". . .a very amiable and worthy character and disposition, industrious, prudent and 
affectionate; . . . "32 The Muskoghee peoples were one of the numerous groups 
located either around the Flint and Chattahoochee Rivers or the Coosa and 
Tallapoosa Rivers, all generically termed Creeks. Bartram observed that the 
Muskoghee women were short of stature but well-formed and possessing attractive 
features, as well as being bashful and modest.33 

Bartram traveled still further into the backcountry and encountered the 
neighbors and frequent enemies of the Creeks--the Cherokees. He wrote, "the women 
of the Cherokees are tall, slender, erect and of delicate frame; their features formed 
with perfect symmetry, their countenance cheerful and friendly, and they move with 
a becoming grace and dignity."34 While Euramerican standards of beauty, cleanliness 
and hygiene prevented some travelers from perceiving native women as attractive, 
such criteria did not deter others who were quite taken with the women. Carolina 
traveler John Lawson recalled an incident which illustrates the mutual benefit to both 
parties in such an arrangement. 

Lawson wrote that on an expedition to the Congarees, one of his fellows 
communicated to their guide that he desired a woman for the night. The guide 
procured an attractive woman for the man but, before they settled down to the 
business at hand, Lawson noted in his own style, the woman indicated to her client he, 
" ... was to pay the hire, before he rode the hackney."35 The man then displayed a 
collection of beads and various trinkets which satisfied the woman. Afterwards, the 
Congarees performed a ceremony that Lawson termed a "Winchester-Wedding" and 
left the couple to retire for the night. Lawson awakened the next morning to find his 
disgruntled companion wandering the village. The man's hired woman had arisen 
before him, picked his pocket of all trade items and then departed.36 Such episodes 
illustrate what native women gained from relationships with Euramerican men. 

John Lawson observed that Carolina traders in 1700 almost always had an 
Indian "bedfellow." Of course, Indian mates helped Euramerican traders satisfy their 
natural, sexual urges. Lawson noted other, perhaps more practical reasons, for these 
unions. Because traders were located at such a great distance from Euramerican towns 
and cities, such alliances and the clan protection they brought enhanced the safety of 
otherwise vulnerable men. Further, Native American women brought Euramerican 
men an absolutely vital prerequisite for their chosen occupation--instruction in native 
language and customs. Lawson believed that a teacher who was both a sexual partner 
and instructor was a far more effective educator than a conventional teacher. He 
stated, " ... an English wife teaches her husband [non-English speaking] more 
English in one night, than a school master can in a week."37 The language skills of 
Indian women were often such that they were occasionally hired outright as 
interpreters. During a November 1716 meeting of the South Carolina Board of 
Indian Commissioners, an agency created to regulate the Indian trade, the council 
discussed the need of a "linguister" by the agent at Savano Town and so authorized 
the hiring of an Indian woman for that purpose.38 In May 1717, the board discussed 
two Wateree women who served the British as translators among the Catawbas.39 

Finally, Euramerican traders also prized Native women for their skill in preparing 
local foods. 

Some clarification is necessary in discussing the usefulness of Indian women, 
often listed as "wives." First, few Euramericans actually married Indian women--they 
cohabited with them during their tenure on the frontier. Traders sometimes lived 
with Indian women while maintaining Euramerican wives back in colonial towns. 
Second, Euramericans, like Lawson, almost universally believed that Native 
Americans viewed paired unions as transient matters. Lawson thought that 
relationships among the South Carolina tribes were, " ... no farther binding, than the 
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man and woman agree together. Either of them has the liberty to leave the other, 
upon any frivolous excuse they can make; . . . 1140 This oversimplification of the 
relative ease in ending marriages in native society no doubt eased the minds of 
frontier traders who had "legal" wives back at home. Thus, the records of men like 
Lawson and James Adair invariably refer to such unions as "temporary marriages." 
The average trader or Indian agent was, most likely, pleased with the fluidity of 
relationships when he chose to leave the frontier. 

An appropriate question to explore, is whether material possessions alone 
prompted Native women to seek Euramerican mates. During the early years of 
European and Native American contact, there is evidence that Indians generally 
viewed everything connected with Europeans as supernatural. When native women 
offered themselves to European men, many tribes believed that such a union captured 
the essence of this "superior" spirit and enabled the woman to transmit it back to 
members of her community.41 In addition, having mixed-heritage offspring became a 
vehicle to higher prestige for women in some tribes. Thirdly, since many tribes 
viewed mating as a union of two family fortunes, the pairing of native women and 
Euramerican men brought the women's father a certain amount of prestige. The 
father's influence and power could easily be enhanced by a close connection to a 
trader stocked with everything from baubles to bullets. Beyond her immediate needs, 
an Indian woman could procure such items for her family and friends as well-
sometimes too well. 

During his 1766 excursion up the St. John's River, William Bartram 
encountered a trader with a Seminole mate. The trader had come to the Georgia 
backcountry from North Carolina and had made a comfortable living for himself. 
Though he loved his wife, her behavior distressed him greatly, for Bartram recorded 
that the woman virtually had bankrupted her mate by giving away his trade goods 
among members of her own family. When Bartram arrived at the trader's store, the 
woman's whole family was encamped directly adjacent to the store.42 One such 
disastrous choice in a mate could not typify all such arrangements. The simple 
manner of dissolving unions with native women, so often noted by Euramerican 
observers, would have precluded widespread retention of spendthrift wives. 

The majority of unions between Native women and Euramerican men are 
almost invisible in the pages of history. Yet, these Indian women contributed to the 
financial success of their trader husbands. In tum, the Anglo-Indian trade initially 
helped insure the survival and later prosperity of Euramerican settlers. Edward 
McCrady, a nineteenth century historian of South Carolina, believed that all the 
family fortunes of his state were based on the Indian trade.43 Thus, colonial 
historians striving to recreate a realistic portrait of North American settlement 
obviously owe these "dark angels," as William Byrd II called them, a much closer 
look. 
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Demonstrating Historical Versatility: 
David Duncan Wallace and the Graniteville Centennial Pageant 

W. Calvin Smith 

David Duncan Wallace as a chronicler of South Carolina history was not within 
the frame of reference when Leavelle McCampbell, Chairman of the Board of 
Graniteville Company, sent to Company President Samuel H. Swint a short, sixteen
page pamphlet entitled "A Century of Service" late in December 1942. The 
pamphlet, a publication of Laidlaw and Company in honor of its 100th anniversary, 
seemed to McCampbell to be the sort of thing that Graniteville might want to 
emulate when its own centennial occurred in December 1945. He advised Swint to 
keep it handy for 1945 "with other data that you have accumulated." 1 With this 
note and pamphlet, a series of events was launched that would eventually bring 
Wallace to Graniteville to begin a study of William Gregg and to produce a pageant 
honoring one hundred years of Gregg and his Graniteville company. 

As indicated by McCampbell's note, Swint had already been instrumental in 
establishing the Gregg Foundation in 1941 for educational and charitable purposes; 
and he was a true history buff himself, having set aside a history room for Graniteville 
memorabilia and documents.2 Upon receiving McCampbell's note, Swint increased 
the pace of his activities and began searching for talent to help with the historical 
study of Gregg and Graniteville. Even so, it would be nearly two years before Wallace 
became a part of the Graniteville Company project since Swint's first efforts centered 
on locally available individuals. By the spring of 1943, he had arranged for 
Graniteville's school superintendent, H. M. Byrd, to work with the Gregg Foundation 
with the objectives of collecting additional Gregg materials and establishing a suitable 
Gregg Memorial in time for the centennial. 3 

Never one to do anything in a small way, Swint soon realized the need to push 
beyond local resources, particularly in searching for any and all Gregg documents and 
papers. To that end he contacted the Library of Congress for help in locating Gregg 
materials and his request for assistance came to the attention of Thomas Martin, 
Assistant Chief, Division of Manuscripts.4 Fate had it that Martin's attention to this 
matter proved to be a collector's boon for Graniteville. Thomas Martin had an 
abiding interest in business history, and he had already written several articles on the 
development of American industry. Now, in July 1943, Swint's expressed interest in 
collecting Gregg manuscripts and documents, along with an invitation to Martin to 
visit Graniteville and survey the company's office and historical files, intrigued 
Martin no end. 5 

By early August, Martin was on his way to Graniteville where he could "take 
stock" of what Graniteville had and recommend additional work to be done for the 
centennial celebration. 6 In Graniteville, Martin was pleased to find several hundred 
pages of manuscript material in the company's history collection and a fund in 
existence for a Gregg memorial. At the conclusion of his visit, he recommended that 
the Company and/or Foundation could best provide a suitable Gregg memorial by 
funding a thorough search for company correspondence, particularly William Gregg's, 
in various business archives and private holdings throughout the country. As 
materials were located arid acquired for the memorial, Martin suggested the company 
also authorize and subsidize the presentation of aspects of Gregg and Graniteville_ 
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history whenever desired.7 Upon receiving these recommendations, Swint pushed the 
Graniteville historical project into even higher gear. Impressed by Martin's view that 
there had really been no thorough professional search for Gregg materials, not even 
by early Gregg biographer, Broadus Mitchell, Swint prevailed upon Martin himself to 
give as much time to the project as the Library of Congress would permit.8 

Although Martin was enthusiastic about the project and agreed to help in the 
collecting of Gregg material from his office at the Library of Congress, both he and 
Swint realized the need to get more professional help at Graniteville for organizing 
the historical work there. Superintendent Byrd proved unfamiliar with the major 
collecting and arranging desired. Further, an illness in the fall of 1943 rendered him 
unable to do even minor historical work. Swint then enlisted the services of the 
minister of St. John's Methodist Church in Graniteville, Bernard S. Drennan, who was, 
like Swint, a history buff quite willing to give as much time as he could spare to this 
task. 9 However, by the end of 1943, Drennan expressed reluctance to continue with 
the centennial work. He felt it had begun to "interfere" with his ministry, which he 
considered his real life calling. 10 Thus, as 1944 began, although Swint had moved the 
project forward considerably, he still needed that professional historian to really take 
charge of the centennial project at Graniteville itself, to work with Martin's 
collecting efforts, and to see this endeavor through to completion. 

With unflagging zeal, Swint enlisted even more local help in the spring of 1944 by 
recruiting Mrs. John Gregg Chafee, who had married a grandson of William Gregg, to 
begin arranging the collected materials while he cast his net wider in South Carolina to 
snare a likely historian. 11 Either through mutual friends or by general solicitation, 
Swint's n'eeds came to the attention of W. C. Herbert, professor of education, 
formerly dean, and most recently, registrar at Wofford College. Herbert immediately 
notified that school's prolific historian, David Duncan Wallace, of Swint's desire to 
have a professional conduct the centennial history work taking place at 
Graniteville. 12 

Wofford's Wallace was a both fortunate and expedient choice in 1944 for two 
primary reasons: qualifications and availability. That he was qualified in South 
Carolina history could not be doubted. Wallace had received his Ph.D. in history in 
1899 at Vanderbilt and had headed the Wofford history department since 1900. 
Further, he was known throughout South Carolina, regional, and even national 
historical circles as the informed and articulate author of a multi-volume history of 
South Carolina as well as specialized articles and monographs, such as his study of 
Henry Laurens. 13 Honorary degrees and recognition accorded Wallace had included 
an Litt.D. from Presbyterian College and an LL.D. from the University of South 
Carolina. 14 He may well have been, at the time, South Carolina's most eminent 
historian. Then, too, he had already expressed his admiration for Gregg in writing. 
His multi-volume work had contained only praise for Gregg's efforts to establish the 
Graniteville mill in order to diversify and build up South Carolina's antebellum 
economy. Wallace had applauded Gregg for doing so and for having the courage to 
oppose leaders such as Calhoun, McDuffie, and Memminger. 15 Swint could not but 
look favorably on such qualifications. That Wallace was available for the work Swint 
had in mind resulted from the circumstances produced at Wofford by the Second 
World War. Wofford was an all-male school and the demands of war had caused its 
enrollment to plunge by 1943 to less than one-fourth of its 1942 enrollment. Only 
ninety-six students had registered for the academic year beginning in 1943. In short 
the school was, as Swint put it to a friend when describing Wallace's availability, a 
"war casualty." 16 

Wofford's enrollment drop was of course Swint's boon. Wallace agreed to Swint's 
offer to become Research Director of the Gregg Foundation, took a year's leave of 
absence from Wofford, and resettled at 2216 Hayne Avenue in Aiken, South 
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Carolina, minutes from the archives and history room of the Graniteville Company. 17 

Swint was ecstatic. He wrote to Thomas Martin singing Wallace's praises and 
remarking on what a break this was for the Graniteville Centennial Project. "Dr. 
Wallace," Swint informed Martin, "is an able man and he speaks your language. Look 
up his record and I know you will like him." 18 He encouraged Martin to meet with 
Wallace so that both men could benefit from each other's expertise in furthering 
Graniteville's historical work. Martin extended his congratulations to Swint on such a 
find and ft1edged his ongoing support with the locating and collecting of Gregg 
materials. 9 

Within weeks of Wallace's arrival, the Wofford professor had impressed Swint 
with his efforts, causing the Graniteville president to remark that he was convinced 
that Graniteville and the Foundation would be proud of Wallace's performance.20 

Wallace was indeed a diligent worker. He loved to write more than to arrange 
collections, however; and as Research Director of the Gregg Foundation, the position 
to which Swint named him, he found ample outlets. The Graniteville Bulletin gave 
him an in-house organ for easy access to print, and the influence of Graniteville on 
its surrounding territory meant that local and state-wide papers readily carried articles 
and stories Wallace prepared. Further, Wallace found that the trade journals and 
bulletins of the textile industry at large welcomed bits and pieces of the history and 
doings of its constituency such as the Graniteville Company.21 Thus, Wallace was 
soon quite busy with a variety of historical activities. Moreover, it took only a few 
weeks on the scene for him to convince first himself, and then Swint, that the best 
work he could do for the Gregg Foundation and Graniteville would be to write a 
centennial history of the company, paying special attention to the founder, William 
Gregg.22 Accordingly, with Swint's approval, Wallace began to write "A Hundred 
Years of William Gregg and Graniteville." 

As Wallac·e worked on his history, he found Thomas Martin to be a congenial, 
helpful collector, adviser and critic, though sometimes demanding. The librarian, for 
example, consistently urged the South Carolina historian to come to Washington and 
work on the compilation of a complete and thorough bibliography of the cotton 
textile industry in the South. Martin wanted Wallace to write as comprehensive a 
history as possible, with full bibliography and abundant documentation. If he did not, 
warned Martin, he might not be convincing to the "bosses" of the textile industry as 
well as to the professional economic and business historians. Wallace was reluctant to 
go to Washington, maintaining that he always worked better in a smaller library. 
Still, he and Martin were always cordial and their correspondence continually 
reflected the penchant of the historian for detail and precision of date, event and 
place. Indeed, they tried to outdo each other with their respective displays of 
meticulous knowledge of events in Gregg's life or Graniteville's founding.23 

By the summer of 1945, Wallace was well along with his Gregg/Graniteville 
manuscript, having completed four chapters which he mailed to Martin with the 
request that his Graniteville Centennial cohort "criticize [them] in a most searching 
manner. "24 And Martin complied. He insisted that Wallace make precise 
statements, give careful citations for his sources, and use original, not reprint, 
editions in his Gregg study. To Swint, meanwhile, Martin confided that Wallace was 
doing "very useful work" and writing an historian's history.25 Neither man was aware 
that the company might not want such a history. 

Wallace may have fretted about the time implications in Martin's preachments 
concerning professionalism. He well knew the date was drawing near to celebrate the 
centennial, and the manuscript was not yet complete. Still, he would only rush so 
much even though company pressure increased to have something prepared by the 
anniversary date of December 15, 1945.26 Events thus called for departure from the 
traditional histo~ian's role. It was time for innovation and versatility. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 1997 



36 

Exactly who first thought of producing an historical pageant based on the 
manuscript is unknown. Perhaps it was Wallace himself, who wanted to complete the 
traditional manuscript in his own fashion. Or, perhaps it was company executives, 
who felt that the story of Gregg and Graniteville was "good enough to be a movie" if 
so written.27 More than likely, the inspiration came partly from each source. 
Regardless, well before November, Wallace had turned his attention to dramatic and 
lyrical writing quite different from his usual prosaic style. And, he proved equal to 
the task in short time. As Swint proudly confided to Martin in November, the result 
of "Dr. Wallace's work" would be presented in pageant form on Friday, December 14, 
and again on Saturday, December 15, in the auditorium of Leavelle Mccampbell High 
School.28 

The pageant, as Wallace conceptualized and then wrote it, would have nine 
episodes. Seven of the nine would deal with the Gregg years. Even though these 
years were only twenty-two of the one hundred years of the company, they were to 
Wallace the most exciting. Thus the pageant, like the unfinished manuscript, would 
focus on the Gregg story and the founding of a textile mill showplace against all odds 
in South Carolina's antebellum period. Wallace had much less interest in the longer, 
more industry-development-focused period post-Gregg.29 

If the pageant reflected the manuscript in focusing on Gregg, it did not in the 
writing. Here, Wallace was freed from the constraints of professional historical 
criticism of his writing style and could give free rein to creativity, humor, and even 
music ability. Where theatrical staging and audience appeal were concerned, Wallace 
proved to be no "piker." His readers, accustomed to Wallace's traditional style, as in 
this sentence from his Life of Henry Laurens: 

The short lull in politics following the repeal of the Stamp Act allows us to 
tum our attention to the planting activities which Laurens in these years, like so 
many of his contemporaries, was extending to such surprising proportions and to the 
general expansion of the industry and population of the province by which the older 
sections were being enriched and the backcountry opened up almost to the foot of the 
mountains,30 were caught by pleasant surprise if they witnessed the pageant or read 
its printed version. 

Knowing his audience was awash in patriotism as World War II had just ended a 
few months earlier, Wallace opened the play with a sure-hit musical number, "My 
Country 'tis of Thee."31 Never mind that many people of Gregg's day would probably 
have recognized the tune as "God Save the King," if at all, and that it had little to do 
with the Old South and textile mills.32 This was theater and Wallace evidently 
enjoyed it. The actors playing the roles were students from the local schools, 
particularly Leavelle McCampbell. 33 The audience was their parents and employees 
of Graniteville Mill. They were there to honor their beloved founder, the visionary 
who wanted to see his "country", at least the southern part of it, advance industrially. 
Patriotism evidently needed to be displayed on such an occasion. The pageant had 
other patriotic songs scattered throughout, which calls to mind the Vaudeville staging 
done by "Momma" in~ since her productions also had a bit of a "hit 'em with 
the flag and they'll love ya" approach. 34 

Following the musical opening, Wallace presented his audience with Gregg the 
silversmith, completin~ his early goal of "not removing his workman's apron" until 
he was worth $50,000. 5 Hard work and attention to business, the secrets of Gregg's 
success according to Wallace, were also attitudes to be impressed on the young. Since 
Gregg had met his goal through such hard work, Wallace then presented him as 
philanthropic and caring, less he come across as only a dollar-absorbed personality. 
Laying aside his apron, Gregg expressed his desire to "open a door of opportunity" 
for the poor whites of the South since he himself had never forgotten what it meant 
to be poor. Further, Wallace had Gregg profess this desire to reveal that Gregg rarely 
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identified with the South's planter elite. Gregg, per Wallace, felt displeased with a 
South that made no happy place for honest white yeomen in its "slave-worked 
plantations. "36 

Wallace opened Episode II on a more serious note as he portrayed Gregg before 
the South Carolina legislature in 1845 seeking a charter to incorporate his planned 
textile mill. Since South Carolina had no general incorporation law, individuals had to 
apply for a specific charter for intended joint-stock businesses. Presumably a means 
of preventing fraud, the lack of such a law in reality hindered business development in 
the South.37 Yet, Wallace would not keep the action, the dialogue, or the history too 
serious even here. With an eye to audience, Wallace had legislators who were 
discussing Gregg's application for a charter comment that Gregg "must agree with the 
fellow who said any people who insist on raising raw material only, shipping it off and 
then buying back finished ~roducts at increased prices will always remain 'poor, 
ignorant and Democrats."' This line produced laughter on stage, and we must 
assume, in the audience. As Gregg presented his case to the legislature, only 
the rich planter/aristocrat types questioned his effort to substitute a "coarse industrial 
proletariat" for the South's "splendid agri- cultural economy."39 In characterizing 
these questioners as "aristocratic, polished, and cynical", Wallace perhaps had 
Calhoun or Memminger in mind. Though they generally go unnamed in the pageant, 
Wallace knew such men and their associates had opposed Gregg less he destroy their 
special, privileged culture and the playwright so presented them.40 Wallace showed 
Gregg as persistent in the face of such questions while trying to avoid giving offense 
in his response that he wanted to find a place for the poor whites within existing 
Southern society, not find a way to replace that society. Such persis~f course 
won Gregg his charter, though only by a single vote and accompanied by 
"discontented grumbling" among the rich planter types.41 And, as planters grumbled, 
Wallace revealed that Charleston businessmen who knew Gregg eagerly subscribed the 
capital required to finance the mill.42 

Following this relatively serious scene depicting Gregg's struggle to obtain a 
charter, Wallace focused the next episode on the upcountry farmers and their 
families, whom he portrayed expressing their concerns and fears in dialect. "I don't 
want to be no spinster," Wallace had a young Edgefield County girl say, "neither a 
whirlin' this old wheel 'round nor settin' on the side lines like a rose nobody wants to 
pick." Her mother responded, "Well, gal, you've got to l'arn it. Folks hev got to 
wear clo'es, and thar ain't no way to hev cloth but to spin thread fust. "43 While this 
transpired, the men in the scene bemoaned scratching a living from such poor soil. 
Wallace then had Gregg appear in almost salvific fashion with an offer to rescue and 
reward these people in the form of jobs, houses, churches, and schools. Their 
excitement at this prospect could not be contained in Wallace's interpretation, and 
the playwright had them break into song and dance, relieving the tension from the 
earlier confrontation between Gregg and members of the legislature.44 

The next episode moved quickly from laying of cornerstone to production of first 
cloth. Here, once again, Wallace demonstrated his talents and versatility. As the 
workers handed Gregg the cloth, they broke into song, specifically the "Graniteville 
Song" with lyrics by Wallace and set to the tune of Auld Lang Syne: 

A new day has for us unfurled 
Beneath our Southern Clime. 
We weave the cloth that clothes the world 

And count our task sublime. 45 

Yet, the new day dawning in 1849 was marred by North-South division which neither 
Gregg in his life, ~or Wallace in his pageant, could avoid. Even as Gregg brought bis 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 1997 



38 

mill online and began successful production, the division became Civil War. 
Wallace's handling of this episode was pure Southern devotion to "Lost Cause". 

Instead of illustrating Gregg's role in secession or the effect of the Confederacy's 
demands on the mill and its equipment, Wallace chose the drama his audience would 
appreciate; namely, troops marching off to war. While the band played "Dixie" and 
other "Southern songs", the soldiers of Company F, 7th infantry regiment, South 
Carolina Volunteers wheeled into line and stepped away smartly to thrash the 
Yankees.46 But, it was the South, its people and its productivity that received the 
thrashing. To illustrate, Wallace had planned to have "a group of Negroes of various 
ages, dressed brightly and wearing head-cloths" sing plaintive tunes. He had to omit 
this action, however, "for lack of characters" and settle for just the music as war-tom 
and weary troops returned to Graniteville.47 

Still, the Graniteville to which they returned had not fared too badly. The 
mill survived in tact since Sherman's troops had missed it thanks to the Battle of 
Aiken. Further, Gregg quickly obtained a pardon at the end of the war and set about 
converting Graniteville's stored cotton and British assets into new machinery, 
installed by 1867.48 Gregg's early post-war success was, however, cut short by his own 
death. Ignoring objections of his son and employees, Gregg worked waist-deep in 
Horse Creek around the clock in Wallace's pageant to shore-up the main dam, 
breached when heavy rains caused the creek to go on a flooding rampage. Severe 
exposure, strain, and exhaustion followed by stomach inflammation (flu?) claimed his 
life, an episode Wallace staged with appropriate "sad and ominous music such as 
Grieg's Asa's Death. "49 This episode clearly concluded Wallace's main historical 
interest in the Gregg/Graniteville story. Gregg's life and efforts to establish the mill 
had been presented. In both the manuscript and the pageant, Gregg was clearly 
Wallace's focus. 

Yet, the playwright-historian did feel some obligation to comment on the years 
after Gregg. The form and quickness with which he did so demonstrate that he found 
this part of the story lacking in the flair and drama of the Gregg years. Still, he did 
his best to make it as lively as he could considering his complete omission of any 
reference to labor problems, mill conditions, or the company's 1916 receivership. 
Instead, in brief episodes Wallace had the actor portraying Leavelle McCampbell in 
1945 recite a list of acquisitions and additions to Graniteville between 1867 and 1940, 
namely, Vaucluse (1877), Hickman (1901), Warren (1918), Gregg Dye Plant (1924), 
Sibley (1940), and Entef£rise (1940) as young girls marched onto stage with banners 
representing these mills. 0 

Then, in a patriotic concluding scene, Wallace had Sam Swint (a student actor, not 
the actual company president who was in the audience) read statements about the 
important contributions of Graniteville in winning World War II, both in production 
of textiles and in providing military personnel who served with honor and distinction. 
During this reading, Wallace flooded the stage with actors portraying soldiers, sailors, 
Waves, Wacs, and nurses. Once all were in place, an actor-minister gave a prayer of 
thanks for victory and hope for continued peace. The prayer had also been written 
by Wallace with some obvious borrowing (eg. "new birth of freedom") from the 
Gettysburg Address.51 The prayer ended, the entire cast gathered to sing the National 
Anthem, thereby concluding the pageant as it had begun with a stirring patriotic song, 
befitting the World War II era just ending.52 

After its presentation, the pageant was duly acknowledged in the papers of the day 
which also carried, with praise, stories of the Graniteville Company's 100th 
anniversary and of William Gregg's great wisdom, ability, and foresight. Only a few, 
such as the Charlotte News, removed from the immediate vicinity and known for 
"liberal leanings," saw fit to include comments about the less-than-sterling conditions 
of mill life in the South.53 There is little indication that Wallace's skills as playwright 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 1997 

and lyric 
Centenni 
Friday a1 
three tirr 
was annc 
cocktail 
Swint's c 

Thea 
produce< 
presenta1 
points a 
versatile 
that w~ 
manuscr 
attention 
the dev< 
obvious] 
may ha, 
folk whc 
given th 
Wallace 
with the 
churche: 
novel ft 
employ( 
characte 
who tri< 
viewpoi 
presents 
were tc 
manufac 
support 
and his 
Wallace 
formal i 

formal I 
His pa! 
demons 
write a 
necessa 

Whi 
his vers 
calling 
longer c 
the pag 
Woffon 
enterin~ 
book-le 
Granite' 
1946, a 
piece" 
Granite 

; 



38 

Cause". 
leracy's 
: would 
le" and 

South 
sh the 
red the 
various 
o omit 
ar-tom 

The 
Lttle of 
t about 
hinery, 
1is own 
:leep in 
1 dam, 
Severe 

ned his 
mch as 
storical 
he mill 
clearly 

: years 
: found 
I he did 
of any 
rership. 
,bell in 
d 1940, 
'. 1924), 
:>anners 

:or, not 
out the 
duction 
inction. 
sailors, 
ayer of 
written 
,m the 
rational 
c song, 

the day 
100th 

· a few, 
wn for 
tditions 
vwright 

7 

39 

and lyricist received any rave reviews in these papers. Nor did his "Pageant for 
Centennial of Graniteville Company" go on tour! It played three times, twice on 
Friday and once on Saturday, in a school auditorium. The "house" was packed all 
three times, even though at least one attendee, none other than Sam Swint himself, 
was annoyed that he was expected to attend the Saturday performance and skip a 
cocktail party in order to do so. 54 Had Wallace known he might have wondered if 
Swint's centennial enthusiasm had waned. 

Theatrical post-mortem's are generally much less inspiring than the play that 
produced them. Yet, they must be done, if only to evaluate content and summarize 
presentation. Any readers of this particular pageant can certainly deduce a number of 
points about Gregg and Graniteville as Wallace saw them. Further, his skills as a 
versatile historian, if not prize-winning playwright, can be noted. First, it is clear 
that Wallace greatly admired Gregg and wanted to tell his story. As in the 
manuscript, so in the play, Gregg occupies more than two-thirds of Wallace's 
attention. And Gregg is clearly a heroic figure, an individual of concern, caring about 
the development of South Carolina and its "forgotten" plain folk. Second, Wallace 
obviously had great respect and admiration for these people. Even though the play 
may have portrayed their language in stereotype, Wallace saw them as good, honest 
folk who could add considerably to the growth and development of South Carolina if 
given the chance, the chance that a textile mill would give for employment. True, 
Wallace may not have depicted the seamier side of mill life in the pageant; but as 
with the upcountry mother in the play, who are we to argue with decent housing, 
churches, and compulsory schooling promised and provided by Gregg? They were 
novel for their day and Graniteville management continued to provide for its 
employees, at least as long as it remained a "family" organization. 55 Third, the 
characters in the play Wallace did not admire were, of course, the arrogant planters 
who tried to · block South Carolina's development. In this the play complements 
viewpoints expressed by Wallace in his earlier history.56 Also, it is true as Wallace 
presents, that Gregg never convinced a Memminger or a Calhoun, committed as they 
were to the Planter-Slave culture, that South Carolina needed to develop 
manufacturing. But he did convince others, and he certainly won the allegiance and 
support of his operatives according to Wallace in the pageant, his general histories, 
and his Gregg/Graniteville history manuscript.57 Finally, the pageant shows that 
Wallace could be a creative and colorful writer, far different from his usual stilted and 
formal style. To Wallace, this difference may have been a matter of audience. His 
formal histories were written for formal audiences, colleagues and students of history. 
His pageant was for a general audience being entertained by history, and it 
demonstrated that Wallace was multi-talented and versatile for an historian. He could 
write a play, help stage it, cue both levity and seriousness, and provide music where 
necessary. 

While the pageant does tell us these interesting things about Wallace's views and 
his versatility, the professor himself, his pageant to the contrary, continued to see his 
calling as traditional historian and hastened back to the completion of his much 
longer centennial history of Gregg and Graniteville. He concluded it within weeks of 
the pageant. Then, he turned it over to Sam Swint just as President Greene of 
Wofford College asked him to return and help teach the great influx of students 
entering Wofford under the post-World War II G. I. Bill.58 Unlike the pageant, this 
book-length opus was never seen by the public. Post-war conversion efforts at 
Graniteville, fading of the centennial year, the death of Leavelle McCampbell early in 
1946, and unfavorable criticism by advertising men who wanted a slick "company
piece" resulted in the shelving of Wallace's "A Hundred Years of Gregg and 
Graniteville" effort.59 
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Wallace was, of course, not happy with that situation and tried to convince 
Sam Swint to publish his work. Only when Swint gave the final word that the 
manuscript would not be published in the foreseeable future, did Wallace turn from it. 
He remained annoyed with Swint's decision, but soon had other writing efforts 
occupying his time. Both his South Carolina, A Short History and his History of 
Wofford College were written within four years of his Graniteville sojourn. 60 

Wallace's last word on the subject of his Gregg-Graniteville centennial history 
manuscript appears to have been in a letter to a colleague in 1948. Therein he stated 
that Graniteville management apparently wanted something "snappy and laudatory" 
in a history, and he would not write that sort of thing.61 The irony is that he had 
done exactly that in his pageant; and of his study of Gregg and Graniteville, the 
pageant remains his primary, published historical labor. As such, it reveals a 
differently creative side of this South Carolina historian, rarely, if ever, displayed 
elsewhere. 
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Putting the Lowcountry on the World Wide Web 

Donald Beagle 

Founded in 1670 as the capital city of the Carolina Colony, Charleston South 
Carolina has had a colorful, turbulent history. From the first major naval battle of the 
Revolution to the first shots of the Civil War, it has embodied the American 
experience in a vibrant visible way. An architectural showplace from its inception, 
Charleston has also been a national leader in Historic Preservation, protecting 
neighborhoods of 18th and 19th century buildings. Charleston's entire Historic 
District is listed in the National Register of Historic Places, featuring over 3,000 
important structures. Virtually the whole tradition of American architecture is 
represented by outstanding examples in the district. 

This heritage has made the collection of local materials a vital issue for the 
Charleston County Library. Because Charleston's history is of national significance, 
many agencies conduct research and issue publications, ranging from federal 
organizations like the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park 
Service to local agencies such as the Historic Charleston Foundation, the Preservation 
Society, the Charleston Museum, and the A very Center for African-American Studies. 
In such an active interagency arena the question has become: what role should the 
public library play? 

With a planned move into a new Main Library in March 1997, the 
Charleston County Library has developed a comprehensive Technology Plan. While 
it includes such standard elements as a CD-ROM LAN and online periodicals access, 
we clearly faced a special question about the use of technology and local history 
materials. With the ongoing improvements in digital imaging, and the emergence of 
multimedia on the World Wide Web, we saw a unique opportunity to supplement or 
replace the library's traditional vertical files with an innovative online approach. In 
this process, we also saw an opportunity to redefine the public library's rol~ in its 
community. This plan was put forth in a grant proposal to Apple Computer in the 
Summer of 1995, and an Apple Library of Tomorrow Grant was awarded that Fall. 
The Charleston Multimedia Project went online in November 1995 
(http://www.awod.com/ccl). Following is a description of the Project's goals and 
implementation. 

Project Goals 

Goal 1. To redefine the library's role in preserving and organizing local history 
resources. 

As organizations publish brochures, reports, newsletters, and exhibition guides, the 
Library traditionally identifies, collects, preserves, and organizes them, placing paper 
copies in vertical files accessed by subject headings. In the redefined Project role, the 
Library saves digital copies on magnetic or optical discs accessed by keyword indexing 
and HTML hypertext links. 
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This new approach offers a number of obvious advantages: 

A. Paper files must be accessed within the library; digital files may be accessed 
from any local or remote WWW terminal. 

B. Paper files are indexed only by broad subject headings; digital files allow 
keyword content indexing and hypertext linking. 

C. Paper files impose a single user limit; digital files offer virtually unlimited 
simultaneous use. 

D. Paper files deteriorate; digital files can be replicated on new storage media. 

While such advat?-tages are clear, the new approach also raises some challenging issues: 

A. Copyright: mounting a digital copy of a brochure on a library Web page is 
viewed as a different use of intellectual property than placing a paper copy in a 
library file. 

B. Framework: The Web offers such creative latitude for interface design that 
the framework or context for the data can become a complex issue. 

C. Preservation: As new technology supersedes old, there may be a danger of 
online datafiles becoming obsolete. We can be sure that 100 years from now library 
users will still know how to open a file drawer and use manila folders . Can we be 
equally sure that when the Web and HTML are superseded by newer technologies, the 
library will commit itself to ongoing format translations of online files? 

In addition to redefining the library's role, the power and flexibility of networked 
microcomputers challenges us to do more than simply digitize files for the Web. The 
Project was expanded to include the following additional goals: 

Goal 2. To create a popular online guide to the history. architecture. and culture of 
Charleston. 

While such guides already existed in book form, the benefit of an online guide 
was apparent to a number of local agencies. Staff of the South Carolina Historical 
Society and the Council of Governments had already independently scanned the text 
of the manual for tour guides put out by the City Tourism Office. Because this guide 
describes most of the important buildings in Charleston, it was a logical first step for 
any online guide. Neither of these previous efforts were brought to completion, but 
both agencies gave the Library access to their scanned text files, greatly accelerating 
our early progress. 

The potential for creating an online guidebook within the resource file is 
illustrated by the following example: assume there are seven local agencies each 
issuing ten publications a year. The online file arranges those texts by agency. The 
Project Editor reviews them and determines which are most appropriate for the 
popular guidebook and creates a pathway using successive hypertext links. The patron 
enters the database from a Guidebook Title Page and progresses from text to text via 
the embedded links, without having to cope with the larger structure of the datafile. 
The same technique allows a separate linked pathway oriented toward scholarly 
interests. Users may select the path which best matches their interests and needs 
without the distraction of inappropriate texts. 
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This approach is especially pertinent in working with schools and colleges on 
curriculum development. The Charleston County School District has expressed 
interest in using the W eh to introduce local history into the classroom. The common 
language of Web design allows an outside agency to selectively link into key segments 
of the Project within the context of its own curricular framework. For example, the 
Society of Architectural Historians, an international group headquartered in Chicago, 
has listed the Charleston Multimedia Project on its own Web page of recommended 
Internet resources (http://www.upenn.edu/sah/netresources.html). But the Society's 
webmaster has chosen to bypass our Project's Home Page and instead directly link 
into the Historic District Guidebook, which features the Project material of greatest 
interest to the Society's membership. 

Goal 3. To explore the potential of collaborative hypertext history on the Web. 

Because Charleston's history is researched by many agencies, the importance 
of collaborative effort is clear. But even among the most cooperative agencies, there 
always exists the potential for scholarly rivalries and conflicts of interest. Because 
the Library is a neutral player whose interest is limited to information collection, 
organization and dissemination, it may be the agency best able to anchor such a 
collaborative project without threatening anyone's intellectual turf. Thus, the third 
Project Goal extends the scope of the datafile to include original collaborative 
research as well as publications. The hypertext can become a body of knowledge to 
which researchers contribute on an ongoing basis. In this scenario, Charleston's 
recorded history, instead of being a row of bound monographs on a shelf and files of 
loose-leaf materials, becomes an internally cross-referenced corpus of digital text and 
graphic elements. 

This vision can best be realized when all local history agencies are themselves 
linked to the Web. To the user, it would then not matter whether the file about a 
particular building resides on a server at the library, the museum, or the Preservation 
Society, so long as researchers at all agencies commit themselves to the ongoing 
maintenance of the collective body of linked and referenced data. But, the objection 
might be raised, would individual researched be acknowledged? Or would intellectual 
credit and ownership be threatened? Our view is that intellectual ownership can be 
credited and protected by treating the database as a collection of discreet files, just as 
contributors to encyclopedias are credited with individual articles. What gives the 
Project its coherence is simply the underlying network of links. The person searching 
for information about the Old Exchange Building, for example, might find his way to 
files stored on multiple servers at various agencies, while enjoying the continuity of 
the Project's electronic environment. The role of the library will be to maintain a 
matrix of links best designed to facilitate information retrieval. Future innovative 
possibilities for this type of collaboration include oral history transcripts, 
dissertations, GIS (geographic information system) files, audio, video, and 
QuickTime VR (virtual reality) files. 

Projett Implementation 

The Apple Grant consisted of a Power Macintosh 8150 Web Server with a 
1GB hard drive, quad-speed CD-ROM drive, and 16mb of RAM; three Power 
Macintosh 5200/75LC client workstations with 500mb hard drives, quad-speed CD
ROM, and 8mb of RAM; a PowerBook 520c laptop computer; an Apple 
ColorOneScanner; and an Apple QuickTake 150 digital camera. The library provided 
software, a LaserWriter printer, and the Internet hookup. 
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Our first step, after receiving word of the ALOT Grant, was to draft a project 
plan outline. We felt that two distinct learning curves confronted us:. a) the process of 
setting up and operating a reliable Web server with associated Home Page for the 
library system, and b) the process of design and data input for the multimedia history 
project. 

Because our internet provider, A World of Difference (AWOD), offered to let 
us park the design shell of the project on their server for an indefinite period, w~ were 
able to separate the two learning curves in the near term. Because other agencies were 
interested in early progress on the Multimedia Project, we decided to make that our 
top priority. Our objective was to get a library Home Page and project design shell 
on the AWOD server by January 1996. Once we learned that the scanned text of the 
tour guide manual was already available, we were able to move our target date up by a 
full month. 

With the focus now on the Project, we took the following steps: 
A. evaluating similar history-related web sites for ideas 
B .. identifying and prioritizing historical resources to use 
C. conceptualizing the structure of the database 
D. evaluating HTML development tools 
E. contacting key agencies to confirm their involvement 

It was our view that above priorities flowed logically into one another. By 
evaluating what worked best for related Web sites, we hoped to get a better grasp of 
what local resources to concentrate on. In tum, the types of resources selected would 
help determine the structure of the database. That structure would weigh in our 
selection of development tools. Finally, with all the above buttoned down, we could 
approach other agencies with a better picture of what we wanted to accomplish and 
how they could help us. 

It is clear at this early stage of Web development that many sites, even 
academic ones, remain relatively content-poor. More than a few are simply lists of 
other sites, which in tum list other sites, typically with considerable overlap. We 
wanted our site to be content-rich. This will not be a problem in terms of source 
material: with over 3,000 buildings in its historic district, many dating back to the 
early 18th century, Charleston offers a wealth of local material to draw from. 

A substantial number of historical resources have been developed on CD
RO M, and we found that local history is a rapidly expanding field for Web content 
development. Some of the sites we looked to for ideas included: 

A. Philadelphia's Historic District: A Virtual Tour 
http://www.libertynet.org/iha/virtual.html 

B. Jamestown Rediscovery Archaeological Project 
http://www.widowmaker.com/-apva/ 

C. A Walking Tour of Plimoth Plantation 
http://spirit.lib.uconn.edu/ArchNet!fopical/Historic 

/Plimoth/Plimoth.html 

D. The Ancient City of Athens 
http://www.indiana.edu/-kglowack/ Athens/ Athens.html 

For Web page development we decided to use ClarisWorks with its newly 
developed HTML translator. Pages could be assembled with typical Mac tools in the 
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word processor and linked to graphic images imported through the painting module. 
ClarisWorks also offered an integrated database which could offer potential 
translation of files to a Web-friendly database program such as FileMaker Pro. 

With this basic preparation and the initial learning period out of the way, We 
decided to structure the project around four interlinked components Guidebook, 
Topics, Timeline, and Tours 

1. Guidebook: (http://www.awod.com/ccl/historic_ district_map.html) 

The city Tourism Office puts out a manual for Charleston tour guides giving 
brief historical summaries for about a thousand of the city's most important buildings. 
This would become the core text of the datafile. Because the manual is not illustrated, 
we hoped to link each narrative summary with a photo from the library's Bayless 
Architectural Photograph collection. Readers of the manual in the past have often 
expressed dismay at the lack of illustrations, and patrons reviewing the Bayless 
photographs have often felt frustrated about the lack of text description to interpret 
the photos. Linking these two resource would increase the value of each, and 
demonstrate an effective use of multimedia on the Web. 

Our planned use of the Bayless collection ran into an obstacle, however, when 
clear copyright permission proved more difficult to obtain than anticipated. The 
Apple QuickTake camera thus became an indispensable tool, as student interns from 
the College of Charleston repeatedly took it into the Historic District and made 
hundreds of images. The processing and placement of these images became our first 
significant design question. 

When mounting images on the Web, there is a direct tradeoff between image 
size and quality on the one hand and downloading speed on the other. Many early 
Web sites were handicapped by the need to use memory-intensive GIF files, where 
each image could easily require over 100k of storage, and take 2-3 minutes to 
download. The historic district tour on Charlotte's Web (NC), for example, formerly 
displayed a sequence of images over 1 OOk in size, slowing its downloading speed to a 
crawl. Such delays are anathema to veteran Web users and limit the effectiveness of a 
Web site. Fortunately, just as the Charleston project got under way, the use of JPEG 
images was becoming popular, allowing images often half the size (or less) of the 
equivalent GIF format. We decided on a moderate compromise in size and quality, and 
emerged with JPEG images averaging under 30k. Using a 28,800 baud modem, such 
images typically download in five to ten seconds. 

Structuring the guidebook text raised other design questions. Should each 
building description be on a separate HTML page with accompanying photo? This 
approach would resemble a traditional database, where each structure occupies a 
record. We decided against this approach because we want the browser to be able to 
"read" entire streets. Part of the unique character of Charleston lies in its 
neighborhoods, where entire blocks of buildings date from various historical periods. 
So we gave each street its own Web page, instead of each building. We categorized the 
streets under neighborhoods, and then linked each neighborhood file to a master map 
of the Historic District (see URL above). We did, however, have to break up some 
very long streets into sections to keep HTML documents to reasonable size for 
access speed. 

This neighborhood/street approach then raised the question · of thumbnails. 
Ideally, we would have liked to put a linked thumbnail of each image alongside its text 
address. But here again, we were concerned about downloading speed. Nearly every 
building on main streets in the district is significant, which would require dozens of 
thumbnails per HTML page. For the initial design shell of the Project, we avoided 
thumbnails. Instead, each page features one image of a single outstanding building on 
that street. All other addresses along the street feature the word IMAGE, which, when 
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clicked, links the browser to the proper JPEG image. Still, the attraction of 
thumbnails remains, because we realize that readers will overlook rnany fascinating 
buildings due the inconvenience of having to click to see each image. We will 
probably end up with a compromise where thumbnails for the five or ten most 
interesting buildings are included on each street page. 

II. Topics: (http://www.awod.com/ccl/topics.html) 

We invited staff from key agencies to contribute source materials for topical 
articles in this section. For example, Martha Zierdan, Chief Archaeologist at the 
Charleston Museum, is preparing a digital version of her presentations on 
archaeological projects under way at the Court House (c.1799) and Powder Magazine 
( c.1717). We adapted the text of an architectural exhibition guide prepared by the 
Gibbes Museum pf Art called Envisioning Charleston: Civic Creation of Architectural 
Order (http://www.awod.com/ccl/envisioningl.html). The Avery Institute is preparing 
material on slavery and the African-American experience, including Gullah Heritage 
(http://www.awod.com/ccl/gullah.html) and The Gullah Creole Language 
(http://www.awod.com/ccl/gullahcreole.html). We drew upon various sources for pages 
on Decorative and Folk Arts such as Charleston Ironwork 
(http://www.awod.com/ccl/arts.html#ironwork) and The Sweetgrass Basket Tradition 
(http://www.awod.com/ccl/sweetgrass.html). 

Design questions concern us in these topical essays as well. We view each 
article as a series of linked screens, but the editorial question becomes how much text 
and how many images to include per screen? For now our articles typically feature 
one or two images per page, and just enough text to fill the typical Netscape window. 
However, it has occurred to us that if we combined two or three pages into more 
lengthy scrolling screens, the user might be able to read text while the image 
downloading was going on, making better use of time than clicking to a new screen 
more frequently. We have begun trying this approach in the Tours section described 
below. 

Our priority in the essays has been to highlight content which can be 
transformed by hypertext in ways which expands its usefulness. One of our most 
popular pages is adapted from a poster entitled "Architectural Styles of Historic 
Charleston" (http://www.awod.com/ccl/colonial.html), produced by Historic 
Charleston Foundation and the National Trust for Historic Preservation. The poster 
features a series of vertical columns. Each column represents an architectural style 
and period. A drawing of an outstanding building of that period is "exploded" so that 
critical architectural elements of it's style can be labeled and pinpointed. Finally, the 
poster lists other buildings of that type in the city. 

This poster is effective and imparts much information to the viewer. But we 
felt it had even greater potential on the Web. We decided to split the poster up by 
architectural style, with each period having its own Web page. Figure Four shows the 
result. The viewer scrolls down the page as if viewing a column of the original poster. 
But through hypertext, a label such as "modillions" can be linked to an online 
definition of that term. The exploded rendering of the featured building, in this case 
the Miles Brewton House, can then be immediately compared to a recent photograph 
of the same building. And where the poster simply lists comparable buildings in the 
city, the Web page actually links the viewer to color images of each structure, making 
this an excellent example of a "value added" web adaptation. 

Our essay on Modem Contextual Architecture in Charleston 
(http://www.awod.com/ccl/modemcontext.html) offers other examples. Its 
Charleston Place page (http://www.awod.com/ccl/charlestonplace.html) shows how a 
modem hotel has drawn design elements from a historic mansion. The page of 
Mathew Brady Civil War Photographs (http://www.awod.com/ccl/bradylist.html) 
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retrieves remote images from the American Memory Web Site at the Library of 
Congress to contrast a current scene with a view of the same scene from the Civil 
War. Such examples detI1onstrate some of the Web's potential as tool of historical 
communication and research. 

III. Timeline. (http://www.awod.com/ccl/timeline.html) 

Project staff have assembled a chronology of Charleston history, covering 
not only major events, but oddities and curiosities as well. Entries in the chronology 
are being systematically linked to appropriate texts in the guidebook and essays so 
that the reader can alternate between them. The timeline and the guidebook may be 
viewed as the structural scaffolding for the Project, one being a grid across time and 
the other representing the spatial grid of the city streets. In this relationship, one 
senses the ultimate potential of hypertext as a medium for historical research. 
Consider the ease of integrating new information into a Web datafile. For example, 
our Timeline includes an entry for 1995, noting the date when best-selling author 
Clive Cussler announced his discovery of the wreck of the Confederate submarine H. 
L. Hunley (http://www.awod.com/ccl/timeline.html#hunley) in the waters just outside 
Charleston Harbor. This note includes a link to a page maintained by the South 
Carolina Institute for Archaeology and Anthropology, offering constantly updated 
reports on ongoing efforts to study and salvage this important shipwreck. 

Yet history is rarely simple enough to fit in a straightforward narrative from 
a starting point to a finish line. The story of a city is tangled with contradiction, 
conflict, intricate by-ways, dead-ends, and ambiguities. The traditional historian is 
constantly confronted by this multiple-choice design test. But hypertext allows the 
scholar to present such choices as navigational options to the reader, just . as the 
Timeline will offer many points of departure into other text files. The reader ·can, in 
effect, assemble a unique view of the historical field every time he chooses a new 
pathway through the hypertext. 

The implications of this new approach may be more significant than we now 
realize. Consider Hayden White's description of historiography in the Introduction to 
his book Metahistory: "Before the historian can bring to bear upon the data of the 
historical field the conceptual apparatus he will use to represent and explain it, he 
must first prefigure the field--that is to say, constitute it as an object of mental 
perception. This poetic act is indistinguishable from the linguistic act in which the 
field is made ready for interpretation as a domain of a particular kind. That is to say, 
before a given domain can be interpreted, it must first be construed as a ground 
inhabited by discernible figures. The figures, in turn, must be conceived to be 
classifiable as distinctive orders, classes, genera, and species of phenomena . 
Moreover, they must be conceived to bear certain kinds of relationships to one 
another, the transformations of which will constitute the 'problems' to be solved by 
the 'explanations' provided on the levels of emplotment and argument in the 
narrative."! 

Even at this early point, it seems apparent that hypertext offers the historian 
a new "apparatus," a expanded way to explore the relationships and transformations 
of phenomena described by Hayden White. It can take the multiple levels of 
emplotment and argument he emphasizes and turn them into concrete structural 
elements rather than abstract semantic ones. By offering the historian this new way 
of prefiguring the field as a domain of study, hypertext may ultimately redefine 
historiography itself. 
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IV. Tours. (http://www.awod.com/ccl/tours.html) 

Because the Guidebook may become overwhelming in its volume of 
descriptive detail, we want to use the Tour section to highlight especially important 
structures and give the user more interpretation and context. For example, there will 
be a Church Tour, a Plantation Tour, and each historic neighborhood will include a 
suggested walking tour for visitors. The Tour pages will draw upon many of the. same 
images as the Guidebook, but will offer the user a thematic frame of reference rather 
than a spatial one. We are especially interested in including buildings which are not 
physically available for real tours. For example, our first "virtual tour" features the 
Robert Brewton House (http://www.awod.com/ccl/brewtontour.html). Built in 1720, it 
is the oldest surviving example of a unique type of architecture called 'the Charleston 
Single House." While it is designated a National Historic Landmark, it has remained 
privately owned ~nd not open to the public. But because it came up for sale just as the 
Multimedia Project was going online, we were able to contact the realtor and owner 
who provided us with photographs and descriptive texts. As we climb the technology 
learning curve, we hope to include QuickTime Virtual Reality tours, so that the user 
can explore a building on the computer screen by navigating with a mouse. 
QuickTime VR, developed by Apple but with cross-platform features, allows one to 
assemble a series of digital photos into a 360 degree panorama. The user downloads 
the panorama from a Web page and then pans around it with the mouse. 

Conclusion 

As the Charleston Multimedia Project proceeds, we are looking ahead to 
incorporating more advanced Web features, such as audio clips ("Hear the Bells of St. 
Michael's Church"), Video Clips (Civil War reenactment scenes), and search features 
to retrieve buildings by name, or sort them by category using a database CGI 
(common gateway interface). As the Library moves ahead with optical archiving 
technology, the project will advance from simply being a linked collection of HTML 
texts to being the front end of a powerful and flexible search engine. It has the clear 
potential to become both an online encyclopedia of Charleston history and a 
collaborative database of multiagency research. But the key to long-term success of 
the project will be the coherence and continuity of an editorial vision and the 
commitment to data integrity and open access which good reference librarians have 
always practiced. 
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ENDNOTES 

1. White, Hayden. Metahistory: The Historical Imagination in Nineteenth Century 
Europe. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1973. p. 30. 
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For the Love of Books: Richard T. Oreener's Brief Care.er as· the University of South. 
Carolina's First African-American UnivefSity Librarian1 

Dale F. Harter 

Historian W. J. Simmons once noted that Rithard T. Greener, the first 
African-American graduate of Harvard College, "spent his life among books." 1 As a 
professor at the University of South Carolina from 1873 to 1877, Greener read works 
of metaphysics, logic, and mental and moral philosophy. As dean of the Law 
Department at Howard University in 1879 and 1880, he consulted books of law. To 
prepare lectures on Charles Sumner, William Lloyd Garrison and Benjamin Banneker~ 
he undoubtedly studied works of history. As a student at Harvard, Greener was 
observed as an "omnivorous reader" who frequently could be found "browsing at will 
in the College library, the [Boston]. Athenaeum, and the magnificent private library 
of Rev. R. C. Waters, his friend and advis.or.2 

For a brief five-month period in his varied, remarkable life, Richard T'. 
Greener carried his love of books to new heights., As the University Librarian for the 
University of South Carolina from May to October 1875, he practically immersed 
himself in them. Although he was not formally trained as a librarian and never again 
officially served as one, his work at USC constitutes an interesting, if not well known, 
chapter in the history of American and Aftican-American librarianship. 

A member of W .E .. B. Du Bois' ''talented tenth," Greener accomplished mueh 
during his lifetime, both before and after his tenure at USC.3 Born January 30, l 844~ 
in Philadelphi~ Greener attended Oberlin College in Ohio and Phillips Academy in 
Andover~ Massachusetts, before entering Harvard in 1865. After graduating, from 
Harvard in 1&70 with a bachelor's degree, he taught at secondary schools in 
Philadelphia and Washington,, D.C. Greener aJso briefly worked for the U.S. attorney 
in Washington and as associate editor of the New National Era before leaving that 
city in 1873 to accept a professorship at the University of South Carolina. While 
teaching at USC, Greener earned a law degree, served on a commission to reconstruct 
South Carolina's: school system,, and be.came involved in political activities.4 

When Reconstruction ended in 1817,, former Confederate general Wade 
Hampton became governor of South Carolina and closed USC in l 817. Like other 
members of the university•s: "radical" faculty, Greener was forced to resign his 
professorship. Subsequently, he returned to Washington, D.C., to teach law at 
Howard and eventually served as dean of their law department. In 1880 he 
relinquished his position as dean, worked as a Jaw clerk in the office of the First 
Comptroller of the United States Treasury. and then practiced law in Washington.5 

While living in Washington, Greener gained notoriety by publicly advocating 
that African-Americans migrate to western states rather than suffer further racial 
injustice in the South. His stance brought him into direct opposition with Frederick 
Douglass. who urged African-Americans to remain in the South and fight for their 
rights as freedmen. Greener also attracted public attention when he helped defend 
one of his former USC students~ West Point Cadet Johnson C. Whittakert who ~ 
being tried by court martial for allegedly mutilating himself and blaming several of his 
fellow cadets. In 1885 the mayor of New York City appointed Greener as chief 
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examiner of tht(rilunicipal service board, a position he held until 1890. Greener also 
served as consul in Bombay, India, and as a U.S. commercial agent at Vladivostok, 
Siberia, before retiring in Chicago. He died there May 2, 1922. 6 

Greener's career at the University of South Carolina began in Fall of 18 73 
when he arrived in Columbia as one of the new members of the "radical," 
Reconstruction-era faculty. As the only African-American member of the faculty, 
Greener definitely was the most conspicuous. Unanimously elected by the Board of 
Trustees to fill the position of "Professor of Mental and Moral Philosophy, Sacred 
Literature and Evidence of Christianity," Greener became part of a unique educational 
project involving the reorganization of a state university to admit ex-slaves.? 

Greener's brief employment as the University Librarian was not planned. In 
early May 1875, Erastus W. Everson, the incumbent librarian, mysteriously left 
Columbia without notifying the faculty of his plans. 8 Within a few days of his 
departure, Greener unofficially began performing Everson's duties as Librarian and 
Secretary of the Faculty and the Board of Trustees. Board member J.K. Jillson 
assumed the duties of the Treasurer, which normally were performed by the Librarian. 
After receiving a letter from Greener offering his services in the library during the 
summer, on June 14 the faculty officially voted to '"request Prof. Greener to attend 
to the correspondence of the University during the absence of a Librarian and take 
charge of the keys of the Library subject to the order of the Library Committee."' 
According to Greener, the Faculty deemed this action necessary due to "the Library 
being in great confusion owing to the accumulation of books and the disorder in which 
they had been left. ,,9 

Greener inherited a college library that many viewed as one of the finest in 
the South. Unfortunately, for a number of reasons, the library and the collections 
had saw better days. The levels of intellectual control imparted to the collection 
varied through the years, with three catalogues published in 1807, 1836 and 1849. 
Reverend C. Bruce Walker, librarian from 1862 to 1873, completed a catalogue in 
1867 that never was published, but that continued to serve as the library's major 
bibliographic control until the early part of the twentieth century. I 0 

The various college administrations historically touted the collections. Still, 
they did not create a dedicated librarian position for years and initially chose 
professors to serve as librarians. From 1835 to 1907, the librarian also performed 
duties as treasurer and frequently acted as secretary of both the faculty and the board 
of trustees, as was the case during Greener's tenure. Funding for library building 
maintenance, book repair, and book replacement also was sporadic and sometimes 
nearly nonexistent, particularly during the Civil War and Reconstruction eras.11 

These problems were never more apparent than during the tenure of Greener's 
immediate predecessor, Erastus W. Everson. A Union army major and journalist with 
no discernible library experience, Everson replaced Reverend Walker, who resigned 
with most of the ante-bellum faculty in the fall of 1873. The Board of Trustees 
considered eleven candidates to replace Walker, finally electing Everson on the third 
ballot. The Board elected Greener to his professorship on the same day. Unlike 
Everson, Greener was the only candidate for his professorship and was elected 
unanimously on the first ballot.12 

In his only annual report as University Librarian, Everson pointed out the 
library's many problems. Scores of books were either out of order, in need of mending 
or major rebinding, or simply missing. Many books and records of the college were 
mildewed or rotten. Shelving was warped and bent with the weight of books. Everson 
also alluded to the lack of appropriations from the General Assembly needed to repair 
the building, writing that "Constant care does not suffice to Keep the books in proper 
condition, in the present state of the building." 13 
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While a sub-committee of the Board of Trustees read Everson's report and 
found his "oversight and management of the Library to be "most efficient and 
satisfactory," the problems he identified still remained when Greener became the 
librarian in May 1875. Greener also noted that Everson began a new library 
catalogue, "but had only progressed far enough to throw everything into disorder." 
After evaluating the situation, Greener decided to completely reorganize the 
collection and make it possible for his successor to prepare a new card catc;\logue 
according to "the latest methods now in vogue in the best Libraries." He observed 
that his endeavor would be "no slight task. 11 14 

Hiring three students to assist him, Greener went to work in the library while 
other faculty members enjoyed their summer break. Greener reported that he 
rearranged all the library's books and corrected many of Major Everson's mistakes, 
which he attributed to Everson's "ignorance of Greek, Latin or French." He added 
new shelving anc! bracketing and improved the library's aesthetics by displaying the 
collection of busts and mounting ten portraits belonging to the Euphradian Society. 
At the same time, he prepared a forty-page report for the federal Bureau of 
Education on the origin and collections of the library and included a detailed 
statement of legislative appropriations to the library since 1803. According to 
Greener, this report was to be used for a book to be issued by the Bureau on the 
Libraries of the United States.15 

Greener described his work in a report to the Board of Trustees on November 
1, 1875, and additionally voiced his displeasure at the number of books which been 
charged to Columbia citizens, "who pay no heed to notices sent to them or put into 
the newspapers." He noted that a prominent physician had checked out more than 
forty volumes on medicine that had not yet been returned. He observed this conduct 
as rendering series of books "almost useless, because a volume here and there is kept 
out beyond all reasonable time." If given the "requisite authority," Greener vowed he 
would "have had every book belonging to the Library in its place." Nevertheless, 
Greener said all "that could be done by assiduous labor to put the Library in an 
excellent condition for my successor has been done." He also offered to provide the 
new librarian with any assistance he could render "from my experience during the 
summer." This report was the only dereiled evidence left by Greener to document 
and explain his work.16 

Since the new school year was well underway at the time Greener presented 
his report, the Board of Trustees observed that his regular teaching duties prohibited 
him from working in the library any longer and advocated a new appointment be 
made. The Board held new elections for the position on November 1 and selected 
Louis G. Smith as the new University Librarian.17 Smith also was an African
American. He served until June 1877, when the new governor of South Carolina, 
Wade Hampton, removed him from his office along with other members of the 
Reconstruction faculty.18 Hampton replaced Smith with R.W. Barnwell on July 30. 
On the same day, Greener resigned his professorship, and the South Carolina 
legislature ordered the operations of the University of South Carolina to be 
suspended.19 

Evaluations of Greener's work as University Librarian have varied through the 
years. As might be expected, those evaluations differed between black and white 
observers. Oddly enough, his African-American successor informed the Board of 
Trustees that he "found everything in a very disorderly condition" immediately after 
replacing Greener. Like Greener, Smith reported that he spent his first summer 
preparing a new catalogue, but only completed half. 20 Cornelius C. Scott, a former 
African-American student of Greener's at USC, had a different recollection of his 
work. Writing in 1911, Scott noted, "My impression is that the college library 
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suffered from acts of vandalism committed by persons who were not colored and not 
in sympathy with the new regime, and that Prof. Greener, more than any other 
member of the faculty, rendered valuable service in rearranging the books and 
restoring the library to its normal condition. 1121 In general, African-American 
historians and librarians through the years have viewed Greener's brief library career 
favorably without much discussion of his specific duties. 

White perspectives on Greener's library career also tended to be varied and 
brief. One of the earliest university historians, Edwin L. Green, scarcely mentioned 
Greener's library service in his publications, merely noting in one instance that he was 

"in charge of the library for a few months" and "set up the busts now there. 1122 Mary 
Ophelia Strickland, who wrote an unpublished history of the library in 1933, basically 
repeated Green's observation and stated that after "the first year under Major 
Everson, the library was well preserved." She also noted that a professor visiting the 
library during Greener's tenure "found everything well kept. 1123 South Carolina 
librarian Margaret B. Meriwether observed that "by great good fortune the Negro 
librarian of the Reconstruction era was a person of conscience who took care of 
books and building. 1124 

Daniel Hollis, who wrote the most recent comprehensive history of USC, 
listed some of the facts from Greener's report to the Board of Trustees without 
providing a personal evaluation of his librarianship. In general, Hollis noted, 
"Although his presence on the campus was anathema to native whites, he proved 
capable and versatile, and it was never alleged that he was anything other than 
competent and efficient. 1125 While the Charleston News and Courier would later 
identify him as "'an ignorant, ill mannered, bumptious busybody, whose mission in life 
is to convince the world that the African is a superior race to the white," the 
newspaper reportedly praised Greener's library work.26 

Considering the status of professional librarianship at the time, his lack of 
formal library training, and the limited financial resources with which he had to work, 
Greener performed adequately during his brief stint as USC's University Librarian. 
The American Library Association was not founded until 1876, approximately one 
year after Greener relinquished his library duties. Formal library science programs 
were not established in the United States until the 1880s, and African-Americans 
initially were not admitted. With the exception of skin color, Greener fit the mold 
of most mid-nineteenth century librarians. According to library historian Joanne E. 
Passet, librarianship during this period was "practiced almost exclusively by men who 
had entered the profession by virtue of life experience, degrees in other fields, or 
through a network of personal contacts. 1127 

Although his work did not set new standards in professional librarianship, 
Greener was a pioneer among African-American librarians. Only Daniel Alexander 
Payne Murray, an African-American who began assisting the Librarian of Congress in 
1871, has been documented as having worked as a librarian in the United States before 
Greener. Edward Christopher Williams became the first African-American to receive 
a library degree when he graduated from New York State Library School in 1900. A 
formal library education program for African-Americans in the South was not 
instituted until 1925 at Virginia's Hampton Institute.28 

Richard T. Greener did not aspire to be a university librarian and he 
accomplished much more during his lifetime. Both white and black historians have 
been hard pressed to examine his library career in detail since little in the way of 
written records are known to exist. As evidenced by his June 1877 presentation 
before the American Philological Association concerning the library's rare books, 
Greener did not lose his love for the university's collections when his library duties 
ended in November 1875. His willingness to perform the duties of Universit)' 
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Librarian during the summer and fall of 1875 reflected, more than anything else, a 
love of books and knowledge. One cannot comprehend the pain he must have felt 
when he visited the campus many years later and could only gaze upon, but not enter, 
the very building in which he labored as the University of South Carolina's first 
African-American librarian.29 
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Giving a Smse of Achievement:" Changj.ng Gender and Racial Roles 
in Wartime Charleston: 1942-1945 

Fritz Hamer 

Reflecting on her youth in wartime Charleston, a young women 
with the unusual name of Clifford R. Passailaigue, thought the "Holy 
City" was overturned like a basket. The four-year conflict attracted 
thousands of immigrants from both inside and outside the Palmetto State 
to that community. A native of Spartanburg, P assailaigue believed these 
newcomers brought new ideas, new foods, and new customs that gave 
vitality to the old port city. As Mrs. P assailaigue's sister put it, before 
the war Charleston behaved as if it were the forty-ninth state. 1 

Among the changes that Passailaigue did not mention were new 
roles for women and job opportunities for blacks, at least temporarily . 
Thousands of women and blacks were needed and recruited by the Navy 
Yard and other war industries in the Charleston metropolitan area. 2 

The extensive changes that World War II brought to Charleston 
and the nation have led some scholars to argue that the conflict created 
modern feminism; but, if so, why did it take more than twenty years for 
women's rights to become a national issue? Marvin Harris states 
convincingly that women's status re!Jessed after 1945 as the traditional 
role of homemaker and mother became the ideal once more in the 1950s 
and early 60 s. 3 

Charleston, an important Navy ship-building center during the 
war, typifies national trends that emerged in the war and post-war era. 
Despite its significance, the World War II history of this southern city 
has escaped the attention of most World War II scholars. This paper will 
be a preliminary study of the changing work roles of women and African 
Americans during the Second World War, the reaction of old Charleston 
to these changes, and the postwar reversion to old gender and race roles 
amid a continued economic upturn. 4 

Charlestonians, with few exceptions, were struggling economically 
in the interwar period. As in most of the South, this struggle began long 
before the National Depression. The economic downturn following 
World War I never was reversed, even though South Carolina's 
congressional delegation used its influence to stop the Navy from closing 
the base four years after the Armistice. Despite this success, the Navy 
facility provided only a few hundred jobs for sporadic repair work during 
the remainder of the 1920s and into the Great Depression. 5 

As the community struggled through the interwar years, the place 
of women within its economy remained little changed from the 
nineteenth century. The traditional duties of homemaker and mother 
were assumed by all classes of white women, whether rural or urban. 
Within black households things were different. Due to inadequate wages 
and skills, products of discrimination, many black women had to enter 
the job market to supplement the family income, often to serve as maids 
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for whites, sometimes to take low-paying jobs in small factories in the 
city. 6 

• 

Although World War I gave new opportunities to women of both 
races, the conflict was too short for many to take advantage of the 
opportunities presented. However, some folllld jobs in the Navy Yard 
clothing factory, others joined the military, and a few found work in 
government. After 1918 these jobs vanished By 19 30 school teaching, 
working telephone exchanges, waitressing, and clerking retail sales 
provided the few jobs available to white women outside the home. For 
blacks there were even fewer opportunities, mainly in teaching and 
domestic service to whites. Teaching positions were often reserved for 
yollllg, unmarried women or widows. 7 

Although these jobs gave a few women employment, they provided 
slight opportunities for advancement. But for the most part, 
Charleston's female population did not expect to carve out careers. Even 
when the economy of the coW1ty and city began to improve in the late 
thirties with the steady expansion of the Navy Yard and ancillary trades, 
few women appeared nor could expect to find jobs while so many males 
were unemployed. Despite relief work and the revival of the Navy Yard 
in the late thirties, a 1940 US Department of Commerce study of the 
metropolitan area placed unemployment at 13.3%. 8 

Yet the need for labor accelerated as the clouds of war became 
ever more menacing in 1941. By the summer of that year the Yard 
actively began to seek new employees. One retired Navy Yard employee 
recalled being asked to recruit workers in rural areas. Taking three weeks 
off at a time, he and a colleague drove as far as Myrtle Beach, stopping 
at selected farms and other rural work places. They told people about 
opportunities awaiting them at the Navy Yard. The thirty cents an hour 
that a common laborer got certainly tempted many farm hands to move. 
But the success of this venture is difficult to determine because at the 
end of that year the recruiting scheme ceased. 9 

However, the Navy Yard stiil needed workers. In the wake of the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor the labor demands of all branches of the 
Armed Forces accelerated even further. In order to produce the 
destroyers, mine sweepers, and, later, landing craft needed by a wartime 
Navy, the Charleston Navy Yard required more labor than it could have 
anticipated the previous year. The same was true throughout the nation. 
Reluctantly, employers began turning to an untapped resource: women. 
As Susan Hartmann and others have noted in national studies, most 
employers ignored women until the middle of 1942. Not until all other 
labor sources were exploited were women actively recruited by managers 
of war industries. In February 1942, amidst the early war crisis that 
gripped the country, the Navy Department in Washington advised the 
Commandant of the Charleston Navy Yard, Rear Admiral W .G. Allen, 
that every human being was needed and urged him to go after any man 
not classified as 1-A and to consider the large numbers of unemployed 
women. To obtain an adequate supply of workers and to increase 
production, Allen was instructed to find all the equipment he could and 
to train new employees "on the job." 10 

Women began to enter the Navy Yard work force by the spring of 
1942. At first they were to assist male workers in various shops around 
the Yard. Employment ranged from electrical and pipe fitting 
departments to lab technicians and logistical support. Later some women. 
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were trained in skilled jobs as increasing numbers of veteran male 
workers entered the armed services. 

In spite of wartime needs, reports persisted through 1945 that 
women recruits were difficult to find. One labor market study in 1943 
noted with some exasperation that although there were plenty of 
training facilities to teach shipbuilding skills, "the inability to attract 
recruits is general" for Charleston. The recruits who did come forward 
usually were recent arrivals to the city who came with family or on their 
own looking for work. Women who lived in Charleston before the war 
rarely joined the new legions of working women. As late as March 1944, 
out of a total population of close to 200,000 people, 48,455 women 
over the age of fourteen were not working. Of this number 31,060 were 
women engaged in housework. Interviews conducted with working women 
indicate they were attracted to Charleston from other regions within 
South Carolina and from other states. 11 

One of these outsiders was Eva Hutton. After graduating from 
Winthrop College, Hutton began teaching in Edgefield during the 1941-
42 academic year. Returning to her native Denmark, SC, in the summer, 
she learned from her father of the many new positions available at the 
Charleston Navy Yard. When she discovered that an old friend was 
working there for $70 per week while "I only earned $90 per month 
teaching school" Hutton applied for a job at the Yard and soon was hired 
as an assistant in the metallurgical laboratory . 12 

While uncertain of her initial motivation, Edna Brown, a native 
of Anderson, SC, took a job at the Navy Yard in 1943 after completing a 
course at the "Boys School" in that upstate community with several 
other women students. Although she did not remain long as a machinist's 
helper, she found another position in the Yard office keeping track of 
workers and their hours. Throughout the war she often worked seven 
days per week to earn more money. 13 

The Charleston newspapers have accounts of new residents who 
took or planned to take jobs in war industries. After arriving in 
Charleston with her husband in 1941 (he was a shipfitter at the Yard), 
Josephine Green took a machinist course at the local vocational school. 
Following graduation in 1942, she began "turning bolts and other metal 
things" with enthusiasm in the Navy Yard. Another wife, whose husband 
worked around the clock as an electrician, told the Charleston News 
and Courier just before Christmas 1942 that she planned to start 
working at the Yard once she passed an aptitude test. 14 

All of these accounts suggest that entering the work force was 
based on more than patriotic duty. Studies of national war recruitment of 
women by scholars such as Susan Hartmann and Maureen Honey show 
that patriotic appeals were used by government and private industry. 
However, most "Rosie the Riveters" had more practical reasons for 
entering the job market. Eva Hutton and Edna Brown were motivated, at 
least in part, by financial gain. Along with better wages there also was 
the chance to work in an exciting new environment. Helen Allen, native 
Charlestonian, was thrilled to work at the Navy Yard as a junior 
inspector throughout the war. The responsibility and the sense of 
independence this gave her were "thrills" she remembers to this day. 15 

When women entered the job force at the Navy Yard, their male . 
counterparts did not always welcome them with open arms. Josephine 
Green's shipfitter husband even remarked, "If women do butt into men's. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 1997 



64 

jobs they should not expect busy men workers to bow and scrape to them 
nor pick up things they drop." A 1944 study claimed that women were 
capable of doing all but 56 of 1900 wartime occupations (essentially 
heavy industry jobs); and, according to at least two male workers, many 
women took over the light-duty jobs at the Navy Yard. This caused 
resentment by those displaced because it meant they had to take on more 
arduous assignments. John Moore, a machinist at the Yard, remembers 
more than fifty years later that women in his shop were assigned to 
making small bolts. Male workers reassigned to making large ones that 
tock a "lot more strength" often resented the loss of their easier 
assignment. 16 

Moore gave women only grudging credit for their contributions to 
the war effort, but another male Yard worker, a former pipe fitter, was 
very positive ,about female labor. In a recent interview, Robert Sneed 
estimated that he trained 300 women in the pipe fitter shop, seventy
five per cent of whom he thought were as good as male workers. Sne~d 
thought that women, with something to prove, were generally more 
dedicated than males. To gain respect from their male counterparts, 
women had to be more serious and extra careful. Since males had always 
worked at the Yard, they had a tendency to be less conscientious about 
their duties, drank more on and off the job, and sometimes loafed. To 
illustrate this, Sneed recalled a Friday afternoon in 1943 when he found a 
group of male workers gambling in a remote part a ship under 
construction .17 

Data from at least one women's training program at the Yard 
support Sneed's observations. In his report to the assistant secretary of 
the Navy in April 1944, Captain R. Baker was ecstatic about the progress 
made by 105 female electrical trainees. Not only were they making much 
better progress than anticipated, but they were already able to replace 
most male electricians in the construction of two vessels. Although 
experienced males laid out the work and did the more complicated jobs, 
women did the rest. Baker added that these women enjoyed duties which 
they once "dreaded" Now they requested these assignments because it 
gave them greater opportunities for advancement. Without elaborating, 
the naval officer further observed that attendance and interest by female 
employees was greatly improved over the past. 18 

The Navy Yard was a major employer for men and women in 
Charleston but it was not the only one. At the Charleston Ordnance 
Depot more than 17% of its 2,317 work force were women, while more 
than 88% of the employees at the local cigar factory were women. 
Service industries such as transportation and utilities had at least 15 to 
20% of their work force made up of women. 19 

_ 

Not all women found their jobs personally rewarding or lucrative. 
In the spring of 1942 one desperate waitress wrote to Governor Jeffries 
that she only made $5.25 a week plus tips working two meals a day seven 
days per week. In addition, she was required to pay thirty cents for each 
uniform she wore while on the duty. Tips were not enough to provide for 
her needs. She observed that her employer made good money, but none 
of it seemed to go to his employees. Her request for legislation that 
would increase waitress wages to $12.50 per week with a day off received 
little consideration from the governor. His su~estion, in a brie(_reply, 
was to conlact the SC Commissioner of I:;-abor. 2 ~ 
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This desperate waitress noted in her letter that inadequate wages 
forced "many girls to go wrong." She did not clarify what this meant, but 
the long-standing ~attle that the Navy and city had with the "oldest 
profession" probably is what she had in mind. Efforts to curb 
prostitution had been the focus of local and state authorities before Pearl 
Harbor. In the spring of 1942, after tremendous lobbying by federal 
authorities inside and outside the military, a strict law was finally 
enacted by the State House. Even though state and federal bureaucrats 
believed such restrictions would reduce the high defee of VD among 
soldiers and sailors, prostitution was never eradicated. 2 

After this anti-prostitution law was on the books for nearly a 
year, one scholar found that police within the "Holy City" had rounded 
up hundreds employed in the "oldest profession." Between November 
1942 and August 1943 the Charleston Police Department arrested and 
detained 626 suspected prostitutes. According to the contemporary 
reports, more than half were infected with VD.22 

Although prostitution would remain a problem throughout the war, 
most Charleston women were engaged in other pursuits. Whether it was 
for better wages, the independence employment gave, or simply 
patriotism, women contributed significantly to the war effort. The same 
motivations inspired many in the black community to seek gainful 
employment. Despite Jim Crow laws and other restrictions, African 
Americans experienced similar improvement in their economic 
conditions. However, discriminatory laws hardly changed. That would 
come much later. 

Blacks were employed in various Charleston industries during the 
war. In a 1943 federal report, thirteen manufacturing establishment were 
operating. In the Navy Yard 6,366 African Americans were employed, 
representing 25.9 % of the total labor force there. Six months before, 
black employment at the Yard was just under 19%. Other industries with 
a significant number of black workers included the Charleston Ordnance 
Depot with 679 (29.3% of the total work force), American Tobacco Co. 
with 1321 (59.3%), and the West Virginia Pulp and Paper Co. with 
slightly over half of a total work force of 871. But while the statistical 
information combined with oral interviews and data in government 
documents suggest that blacks had some opfortunities in manufacturing, 
they were still restricted by custom and law. 3 

With discrimination and prejudice as rampant as ever during the 
war black workers (male and female) made only moderate gains. A June 
1942 report stated that 18% of the Navy Yard work force was black. Of 
these more than 3% were classified as skilled, 32% semi-skilled, and the 
rest unskilled. A white, John Moore, recalled that machine shop hired its 
first black tradesman, a New Jersey native, in 1942. Even though he 
became the "best machinist I ever knew," many of the veterans resented 
his presence and tried to "run him off." Moore is unclear on exactly 
what this entailed but he recalled that many refused to help him when he 
needed new tools and other types of assistance in his new surroundings.2'4 

Another white informant whose father worked in the Yard during 
the war years stated that many African Americans were employed as 
riggers, boiler makers, and general laborers. He claimed they were best as 
riggers, a traditional job for blacks at other industrial sites, particularly 
textile mills. Whether at the Navy Yard or a mill blacks were often 
employed to move heavy equipment into position. At the Navy Yard 
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this was important because heavy pieces such as generators, boilers, and 
related machinery had to be moved from the main deck of a. ship into its 
proper space below. This was back- breaking work and certainly difficult 
but; at best, it was semi-skilled in nature. 25 

Discrimination and prejudice were not the only factors which kept 
African Americans from skilled jobs. Most blacks lacked the education 
and training for skilled positions. I.A. Newby has observed that prior to 
the war there were few blacks in South Carolina with the training to work 
in highly skilled trades. In 1938 thirteen per cent of the state's electrical 
industry work force were minorities. However, by the fall of 1943, 
according to one scholar, the Charleston Navy Yard was one of four 
shipyards in the· Southeast that had a se!Jegated way (a platform on 
which ships are built) where blacks had "greater economic opportunity 
and suffered ,less discrimination." According to this study, these 
"segregated ways" provided training for blacks while hiring African 
Americans in most skills and up!Jading others as they became more 
proficient. To date none of the retired workers interviewed has ever 
mentioned this unusual working arrangement. 26 

Much more work remains to be done in Navy records and those of 
the Committee on Fair Employment Practices (CFEP) to get a better 
understanding of racial discrimination, although one case of 
discrimination was found in Navy records which has been surveyed so far. 
After scoring an impressive 90 .1 % on the civil service exam for an 
office clerk position in 1944, Carletta Wright of Summerville, an 
African American, still was not hired. After rejection Wright wrote a 
letter of protest to the Employee Relations Section of the Yard arguing 
that she was spurned only because of her race . The outcome of this 
protest is unknown, but her letter came to the attention of the Navy 
Yard Commandant. However, even if sent on to the FEPC it is doubtful 
if any action was taken. Only 227 of 1,108 complaints submitted to the 
Commission in the South were successfully resolved 27 

Beyond the confines of the Navy Yard shops other examples of 
discrimination were evident. Even before the United States entered the 
war, Charleston lacked housing, recreation facilities, and transportation 
for a growing number of war workers and military personnel. After Pearl 
Harbor the problem increased. Although whites certainly did not escape 
these difficulties, blacks suffered more acutely. One federal report issued 
in 1944 revealed that in 1940 23 .7% of the city's residents were living 
in crowded conditions. When broken down by race, there were, on 
average, 1.5 persons per room, but the percentage of non-white 
overcrovvding stood at 36.8%, while that for whites was 9.6%. This had 
hardly changed four years later. 28 

Statistics bear out increased employment of African Americans in 
various war industries spawned by the conflict overseas, but problems 
remained In spite of increased opportunities in the job market, labor 
researchers reported that African Americans had the greatest turnover 
and absenteeism among all groups. The explanation given was that the 
least skilled workers, predominated black, lacked the " ... economic 
necessity to work continuously in order to maintain customary standards 
of living." Perhaps a more accurate reason is found in a 1944 report by 
the US Commerce Department. Black working mothers played a 
prominent role in Charleston's minority work force. Child care and home 
duties were always a problem for women of both races but were 
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particularly acute for African American women. With the pressure of 
home duties coupled with an industrial job, it is quite likely that many 
black women gave up their salary in order to fulfill household and family 
responsibilities. 29 

Other disparities continued to exist late into the war. Yet there is 
no evidence that the black community sought redress through open 
protest. Unlike other Southern port cities such as Mobile, Alabama, 
Charleston remained essentially calm. In May 1943 a major riot inflamed 
the Mobile Ship Yards when managers promoted blacks into skilled 
welding positions. Incensed that blacks could have equal status with 
skilled white workers, the latter attacked black employees after the 
promotions were publicized. The three-day riot left twenty workers 
wounded on both sides, and it stopped work at the Gulf Yards for several 
days. 30 

A partial explanation for the Mobile revolt may lie in the city's 
more rapid population increase. The Alabama port's population rise 
between 1940 to 1944 was higher than Charleston's, 68% compared to 
5 8 %. Furthermore, Charleston's black population rose just 9% during the 
war; in Mo bile the increase was 24%, nearly three times as great. 
However, neither city saw significant numbers come from outside their 
respective states, which suggests that outside agitation to change Jim 
Crow laws probably was minimal in both ports. 31 

Another explanation for the more passive attitude of Charleston 
blacks is the difference between the two principal employers. The 
Charleston Yard was a Navy-operated facility. It would seem that naval 
authorities had close reigns on the situation and were able to prevent 
potential problems from getting out of hand. And in the wake of the 
Mobile riots, the Charleston Navy Yard authorities established, as noted, 
"separate wars" providing greater opportunity and lessening 
discrimination. 2 

On the other hand, the Alabama Dry Dock and Shipbuilding 
Company, the principal employer in Mobile (which had more than 
30,000 workers at its peak), was a private concern that built merchant 
ships almost exclusively. Control in this ship yard seems to have been 
looser, and there was no significant uniformed force at hand to quell a 
disturbance. The only military installation was the Mobile Air Service 
Command at Brookley Field which was essentially an airplane engine 
repair and maintenance center. By the time of the riot more than 40% 
of its work force were women. At this point one can only speculate that 
the employers in Mobile were not able to keep problems under wraps. 33 

Yet while racial strife seems to have been minimal in Charleston, 
that does not mean whites did not fear the change war brought to that 
tradition bound community. We have alreaciy seen that many workers at 
the Yard resented blacks who were placed on a equal level in the machine 
shop. There were occasions during the war when Charleston newspapers 
reported rumors that racial clashes might occur. In 1942, fearing trouble 
would erupt on Labor Day weekend, the traditional black parade was 
cancelled. The next year there were two occasions when riot rumors were 
published, but nothing happened The always conservative, white
supremacist Charleston News and Courier occasionally castigated 
efforts by national black leaders who tried to make the war more than a 
struggle against fascism. A January 1943 editorial, entitled "Disciplining 
the South," sla111med Walter White for suggesting that, if racial attitudes 
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in the United States did not change, the nation could not win the war. In 
reply the News and Courier quipped, "Was there ever such nonsense? 
Guns and tanks and planes loaded with bombs will win this war, not 
'readjustment of attitudes. "' 34 

Although the racist attitude of native, white Charlestonians 
remained strong regardless of the national emergency, there was a 
different kind of prejudice displayed towards the new "Rosie the 
Riveters" in the local labor force. According to various labor reports, 
few white women native to the city deigned to enter the labor force in 
spite of War Manpower Commission efforts to enlist them. Those 
women interviewed who were married early in the war remained 
homemakers for· the duration. The women who did work were usually 
unmarried, at least when they joined the labor force. Even single women 
faced gender discrimination. Eva Hutton, a native of the lower part of 
South Carolina, recalled how shocked her mother was to discover her 
returning from a shift at the Navy Yard wearing overalls and appearing 
dirty from the grease and grime of the job. The elder woman told her 
daughter to quit the Yard and take a more suitable job for a lady. Eva, 
however, demurred, saying she was doing this for her country and would 
remain for the duration. 35 The attitude of the Charleston old guard 
toward working women is not known for certain, but indirect evidence 
suggests a definite ambivalence regarding opportunities and problems the 
war economy brought to the "Holy City." Reflecting on further 
expansion of the Navy Yard in January 1943, the News and Courier 
was reluctant to see another 14,000 workers enter the already over taxed 
infrastructure. But, patriotism was their ruling sentiment: if "old 
Charleston is one of the casualties of the war, [there] is no time now for 
mourning over it." One of these casualties, in their minds, appeared to 
be the partial loss of white male predominance in the work place. 36 

By the time Charleston and its wartime population celebrated 
victory over the Axis, it was the future, not the current make-up of the 
work force, which caused concern . Domestic policy makers at all levels 
began planning for a postwar world as early as 1943. But a depression, as 
occurred after World War I, was avoided leaving the Charleston postwar 
economy robust compared to prewar levels. According to a 1949 report 
the value of manufactured products rose from $72.6 million in 1945 to 
$94.2 million four years later. Other indicators of postwar prosperity 
reveal similar growth. At the Navy Yard the pay roll in 19-40 was $ 7.4 
million with 6,000 employees. Three years after the war the pay roll was 
almost three times as much with a work force of over 7,500. Yet, while 
the postwar prosperity of Charleston remained much better than two 
decades before the situation for minorities and women was a different 
story. 37 

New job opportunities created by the war for women quickly dried 
up. As veterans returned they sought their old jobs, which the 
government had promised they could get. As John Moore put it, after 
years of Navy service in the Pacific, "no one was going to stop me 
returning." Although some displaced workers were men, most were 
women. Virtually all the industrial jobs from electrician to ship fitter 
were given to males or eliminated as the Yard was downsized to a 
peacetime basis. Even many female office workers lost their Jobs as the 
Navy Yard reduced its overall work force to peacetime levels. 3 
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According to local interviews and national studies, many women 
expected but still resented job displacement. Susan Hartmann and 
Maureen Honey argue that wartime service was just that; once the 
emergency was over, regardless of women's true wishes, they did their 
patriotic duty by returning to domestic duties. Eva Hutton left the Yard 
in 1945 after marrying a co-worker she met in the lab. Despite efforts to 
remain at the Navy Yard, Edna Brown was laid off from her office job 
and worked at a child's nursery before going to business school to 
improve her job skills and returning to Anderson. Helen Allen left the 
Yard when her husband-to-be, "requested I resign to be married and 
become a housewife." 39 

An early postwar study carried out by the Women's Bureau of the 
Department of Labor contains statistics of women for ten war 
production areas. Although Charleston is not included in the study, 
Mobile is. More than two-and-half times as many Mobile women wanted 
to remain on the job in 1945-46 compared to the female work force 
prior to Pearl Harbor. Of women who began work during the war, more 
than 80% wanted to remain employed after the guns were silenced Of 
further interest is the fact that more than 80% replied that necessity was 
the overriding reason. Even though women may have discovered, as one 
Mo bile female airplane mechanic quipped years later, "[men] didn't want 
women to do men's work [because] its easier than women's work," within 
a year after the war's end most industrial jobs were return\!d to males. By 
1946 the Mo bile shipyard's female work force had dropped to 3 % from 
its high of nearly 12% more than a year before. At the Mobile aircraft 
repair center a female employment rate of 48% in May 1945 fell to 31 % 
the following year. 40 

With few exceptions the same retrenchment in jobs was 
experienced by blacks. Although progress was made equalizing black
white teacher salaries by the latter stages of the war, Jim Crow laws were 
as strong as ever. And, with time, in the wake of the Clarendon Collllty 
school desegregation lawsuit, blacks would get better educational 
opportunities. But, in the late 1940s, Charleston blacks returned largely 
to their pre-war status as far as job advancement and opportunities are 
concerned. White Navy Yard workers such as John Moore and Robert 
Sneed, who worked into the 1970s, remember that racial integration of 
the Yard really did not begin until the early 1960s. 41 

In conclusion, while the war brought important changes to 
metropolitan Charleston, its social impact was short-lived. Economically 
the region was changed in important ways. New businesses continued to 
enter the metropolitan area after 1945 and the population began to 
increase after some loss in the war's immediate aftermath. By 1950 the 
metropolitan population stood at 164,856, a substantial increase of 36% 
over a decade before (when it was at 121,105). Yet the social changes 
during the war were repressed for at least a decade and half after 1945 as 
women and blacks, for the most part, returned to their pre-war status in 
the job market and social structure. 42 

__ 

Although Mrs. P assailaigue came from the Upstate, she mirrored 
what seemed to have been the prevailing attitude of many native 
Charlestonians. After working briefly in the city during 1941, she 
married a native and stopped work as soon as she became pregnant. Like 
her mother and older sister, as she put it, no one in those days worked 
once the first-barn was on its way. While she thought the new foods, 
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ideas, and opportunities the war brought to her adopted city were 
improvements, her social beliefs regarding women's roles did not 
change. 43 
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Glossary of abbreviations in Endnotes: 

CNC Charleston News and Courier 

NAI National Archives, Washington, DC 

NAIi National Archives, College Park, Maryland 

SCDAH South Carolina Department of Archives and History 
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interesting to note that she was a Massachusetts native, see Walter J. 
Fraser, Jr. Charleston! Charleston! History of a Southern City, Columbia, 
1989, 372; for statistics on unemployment for 1940 see Wartime Changes 
in Population and Family Characteristics, March 1944, in file "Census", 
Charleston 1943-44, Box 4, RCCPA, RG212. 
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Newby, Black Carolinians, 1973, 193-199. 
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25.Interviewwith Jack Williamson, April 20, 1995, N. Charleston, SC. 
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success of the FEPC in the South see George B. Tindall. The Emergence of 
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study of the organization nationally and within the South see Merl E. 
Reed, Seedtime for the Modem Civil Rights Movement: The President's 
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28. Wartime Changes in Population and Family Characteristics, 
Charleston Report, March 1944, Bureau of Census, RCCPA, file "Central," 
Charleston, Box 4, RG 212, NAIi. 

29. For the problems with minority absenteeism and turnover see Labor 
Market Development Report for Charleston, SC, May 1943, Box 5, 
RCCP A, RG 212,; for problems about day care for working mothers and 
the large number of working black women in the war industries of 
Charleston see Wartime Changes in Population in Family Characteristics, 
March 1944, "Census" file, Box 4, RCCPA, RG 212; this says, in part, 
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30. For living conditions of Mobile and an accowit of the racial riots that 
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and Rationing. · 

34. John H. Moore, "Charleston's 'Time of Trouble,"' 1986, 23-24; CNC, 
January 9, 1943. 

35. For women interviewed see Clifford R. Passailaigue, Helen Allen, Eva 
Hutton cited above. 

36. For comparisons of married and unmarried women in the war industries 
see Wartime Changes in Population and Family Characteristics, 
Charleston, March 1944, file "Census," Charleston, Box 4, RCCP A, RG 
212, NAIi, where in part it said," Although the demand for workers has 
been great, most Charleston women have not found it feasible to take 
even part-time jobs;" for newspaper editorial see CNC January 8, 1943. 

37. Charleston Grows: An Economic, Social, and Cultural Portrait of an 
Old CommWlity in the New South, Charleston, 1949, 40; for wartime 
planning for the post war era in Charleston see Year Book: Charleston. 
SC. 1943, Charleston, 1946, 19-21. 

38. See for example John Moore Interview, Robert Sneed Interview, Eva 
Hutton Interview cited above. 

39. Hartmann, The Homefront and Beyond, 1982, 67; Maureen Honey, 
Creating Rosie the Riveter, 1984, 135-136; part of the argument that 
these scholars make is that although the government and most employers 
expected women to return to the home once the emergency was over there 
were many Rosie the Riveters who would have stayed on the job if they 
could have successfully overcome the social pressure; for federal study 
that showed that many women wanted to remain in their industrial jobs 
see Women Workers in Ten War Production Areas and their Postwar 
Plans, US Department of Labor, Women's Bureau, Bulletin # 209, 
Washington, 1946, 5-6; see interviews with Eva Hutton, Edna Brown and 
Helen Allen cited above. 

40. Women Workers in Ten War Production Areas, Washington, 1946, 
3 ,4 19; for information on how and when the Mobile sample was taken see 
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26-27, see Mary Thomas, Riveting and Rationing in Dixie, ,1987, 77, for 
statistical reduction of women at the Mobile shipyards. 

41.For improvements in black education after the war see Newby, !.!!.2! 
Carolinians. 280, 303-306; for reflections on when integration began at 
the Yard see Robert Sneed Interview and John Moore Interview cited 
above; one design engineer at the Navy Yard recalls that at the close of 
the war he hired a black engineer is section over the protests of several 
colleagues. This was the first highly skilled minority that was hired in that 
part of the Navy Yard, see William Boyce Interview, June 27, 199S, 
Charleston, SC. 

42. A Statistical Abstract Supplement: County and City Data Book. 19491 
Washington,DC, 1952, 494; County Data Book: A Supplement to the 
Statistical Abstract of the United States, Washington,DC, 1947, 328. 

43. C.R. P assailaigue and D.R. Ellis Interview. 
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"Sisters of the South": Louisa and Mary Poppenheim and the Formation of 
the Southern White Clubwoman 

Joan Marie Johnson 

The story told in Charleston is that when Meeting Street became a one-way 
street, Louisa Poppenheim refused to obey the new traffic laws. When stopped by 
the police for traveling the wrong way, Louisa retorted that she had always driven in 
that direction, and she would continue to do so. Louisa Poppenheim was a woman 
beholden to tradition. Born in 1868, the daughter of a Confederate veteran, she 
remained true to the Lost Cause, the movement to honor the Confederacy, 
throughout her life. In 1926 she stood at the General Federation of Women's Clubs 
and defended South Carolina's position as the only state which refused to grant 
divorces. Yet, this same woman was a Vassar College graduate. With her sister Mary, 
she owned and edited her own woman's journal, the Keystone, public;hed in Charleston 
from 1899-1913.1 Louisa was the president of the South Carolina Federation of 
Women's Clubs, an officer in the national General Federation of Women's Clubs, and 
a leader in numerous organizations in Charleston and South Carolina, positions from 
which she advocated various progressive reforms, such as in education and child labor. 
What forces in their background and education shaped this paradox of conservatism 
and progressivism which pervaded their lives and work?2 

This paper will provide context and meaning for the Poppenheim sisters' 
years of dedicated service to Southern white women's clubs and the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy (UDC) by examining their family background, education at Vassar 
and other influences on their work. I argue that their ability to maintain tradition 
while seeking progress developed from their concurrent stake in Southern identity as 
the daughters of a Confederate Veteran, and their interest in reform work and the 
South's socio-economic future as members of the Charleston elite. Moreover, they 
negotiated a definition of Southern womanhood which encompassed both traditional 
ideals of the "Southern Lady" and more progressive norms of the "New Woman" 
while attending Vassar College, in Poughkeepsie, New York. 

As adherents to the Lost Cause, they sought to defend, honor and preserve 
Southern tradition. Significantly, their experiences at Vassar, away from home and 
the South, strengthened their focus on Southern identity. Yet that did not prevent 
them from embracing the reform necessary to ensure a more prosperous New South. 
By examining the formative years in the lives of these two individuals, I hope to 
further delineate the tension between progress and tradition present throughout the 
Progressive era South, during which reformers and those resistant to reform debated 
ideas about the social, political, and economic future, and past, of the South.3 I focus 
on the nexus of gender, Southern identity, and reform, defining Southern identity for 
the purposes of this paper as Louisa and Mary would have--that is, white Southern 
identity.4 

The women's club movement was at its height of popularity during the first 
decades of the twentieth century, when the Poppenheim sisters were involved in the 
South Carolina Federation of Women's Clubs (SCFWC), an umbrella organization for 
local white women's clubs. The clubs permitted women to expand their sphere of 
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opportunities, both through study and self-improvement, and through social reform 
work, such as in education and child labor.5 The United Daughters of the 
Confederacy, whose membership overlapped that of the Federation, was dedicated to 
honoring the Confederacy and the Lost Cause, and did not espouse general reform 
work. Like the Federation, the UDC emphasized education, but their goal was to 
ensure that the "true" history of the Civil War, which proclaimed the Southern cause 
as just and Confederate soldiers as brave, was taught in the schools. They raised 
money and built monuments to honor and remember the Confederate soldiers. 6 

Louisa and Mary's interests and experiences reveal how Southern white women 
participated in both of these organizations in order to address simultaneously the 
social needs of the New South, which entailed building pride in the Southern past, and 
also the economic needs, which dealt with industrialization and the South's future. 

As officers in the Federation and the UDC, and as owners and editors of the 
Keystone, Mary and Louisa exerted considerable influence over the direction of those 
organizations throughout their lifetimes. Although she was president of the SCFWC 
only through 1902, Louisa continued to hold various department chairmanships 
throughout her life. She never missed an annual convention, and addressed the 
membership numerous times on a variety of topics, ranging from its history to her 
own interests in literature and international relations. Mary remained prominent in 
the UDC as an honorary life president of the South Carolina Division, and was chair 
of a local committee on membership at the time of her sudden death in 1936.7 

The Poppenheims merit study because of their prestige in South Carolina, and 
also due to their extensive influence in the South and the nation, with Louisa serving 
in several offices in the national General Federation, and Mary as President-General 
of the national UDC. Moreover, their journal served as the official organ for South 
Carolina and several other Southern state federations of women's clubs and divisions 
of the UDC, reaching thousands of women throughout the region. In demand as 
speakers, Mary and Louisa traveled throughout the South, promoting women's clubs 
and helping to organize state federations, such as in North Carolina and Virginia. 
Many respected them, as was evident after one of the sisters spoke to the Daughters 
of the American Revolution. The hostess thanked her for her help, claiming, 
"Without your consent to serve as our leader and mouthpiece we could not have 
accomplished our aim. We had to ask you as the one person in whom all had 
confidence. And moreover, your long experience in clubwork assured that your 
suggestion would be accepted and that no one would try to thwart any details you 
backed."8 

. 

Louisa and Mary's maternal and paternal ancestors lived in South Carolina for 
five generations, immigrating from Bavaria and Ireland prior to the American 
Revolution. The Pritchard and Hamilton lines of the family settled in Charleston in 
the 1740s as shipbuilders. Lieut. Lewis Poppenheim, originally from Bavaria, was a 
"soldier of fortune" for the British army which occupied Charleston during the 
Revolution. After the army withdrew from the city, he settled near Charleston and 
purchased a rice plantation on the Cooper River. On their mother's side, the 
Bouknights migrated to South Carolina from the Palatinate and received grants of 
land on the Saluda River from King George II in 1757. Descendants of both the 
Poppenheims and the Bouknights remained planters into the twentieth century.9 

This long legacy of American ancestry was a point of pride for both Mary and 
Louisa. 10 Both were lifelong members of the Rebecca Motte chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. 

More significant to their identity, however, was their pride in their 
Confederate heritage, and more specifically, their South Carolinian lineage. Louisa 
and Mary's father, Christopher Pritchard Poppenheim, was a sergeant in Company A, 
Hampton Legion, Hood's Brigade, Longstreet's Corps, joining the Confederate forces 
on May 30, 1861, at the first call for troops. 11 Before the war started, Christopher 
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Pappenheim, like many other Southerners, was eager for it to begin. In an 1860 
letter, he told his future wife (and distant cousin}, Mary Elinor Bouknight, "We all 
wish for war." 12 As was. also typical, his initial anticipation eventually began to sour 
as the war waged on. Only one year later, he expressed his disappointment to Mary 
that his troops marched to meet the "Yankees," believing there were only 2,600 
enemy troops, but encountered 10,000, and had to tum back. He complained, "I am 
so disgusted with the place and want to go home once more." 13 He later saw action at 
battles including First and Second Manassas. 

On September 17, 1862, at the battle of Sharpsburg, shrapnel shattered his 
arm while he was carrying the colors of the legion. Despite his injury, he rejoined the 
war in June of 1863, and took part in all the battles around Petersburg and Richmond 
that summer. He remained with the legion until they went into winter quarters in 
1864, when he was sent home due to the severity of his wound. 14 Nevertheless, 
Pappenheim remained loyal to the Confederacy. He served "special duty" at the 
quartermaster's department in Charleston, and because of his injury he was allowed to 
marry Mary on November 24, 1864. Afterwards, they lived on his father's 
plantation, 20 miles north of Charleston. 15 

· 

Mr. Pappenheim was not the only member of the family to fight for the 
Confederacy. Mrs. Poppenheim's eldest brother, Lieut. J. R. Bouknight, Company M, 
Seventh South Carolina Volunteers, was mortally wounded at Malvern Hill, 
Pennsylvania. Five cousins served as well, including: Lieut. A. P. Bouknight, Lieut. J. 
H. Huiet, Corporeal J. Huiet, Private A. S. Bouknight, and Private N. Bouknight. 
Even her youngest brother, J. H. Bouknight, although too young to enlist, "served the 
Confederacy with the Citadel Cadets, the boy soldiers of South Carolina." 16 

Like many other Southern women during the war, Mrs. Pappenheim did her 
part for the cause by organizing the Bethany Hospital and Soldier's Aid Association, 
in Edgefield County, with her sister, Louisa Bouknight. The Bouknight sisters, as 
secretary and treasurer, along with the neighboring women who belonged to the 
association, did their best to support the Confederacy by providing medical care for 
injured soldiers and supplies for the troops. 17 Their work was similar to that of the 
many Soldiers' Aid Associations formed throughout the South during the War. 18 

According to a recollection by Mrs. Pappenheim, the association met every two 
weeks, and collected items such as handknit and homespun garments, tea, coffee, 
sugar, rice, herbs and herbal remedies, soap, cigars and tobacco, and Bibles. Organized 
in June, 1861, the association worked throughout the war, until they were no longer 
able to transport goods following Sherman's march. 19 

Mrs. Pappenheim preserved a record of her traumatic experiences during 
Sherman's march in her journal. When word of Sherman's approach reached 
Charleston, the family sought safety at Mrs. Poppenheim's father's plantation, north 
of Columbia on the Saluda River. En route, they learned that Columbia was already 
burning, and, along with several others, attempted to go around the city. While 
seeking refuge at a Mr. John Brown's in Liberty Hill, Sherman's soldiers approached 
them. In her journal, Mrs. Poppenheim described the encounter: 

February 22, 1865--1 go to the commanding officer and ask 
for assistance; he promises protection. Christie [Mr. 
Pappenheim] and myself go upstairs; my trunks broken open, 
and everything scattered in confusion on the floor. Oh! what 
a scene, impossible to describe! Money, jewelry, and clothing 
of every description taken by these demons! ... 
February 26--Yankees still plundering, and the negroes 
following them. . . .a sleepless night of suspense, expecting 
every hour to have the torch set to the house we were in. 
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This episode was even more disturbing for Mrs. Poppenheim because Union soldiers 
doubted Mr. Poppenheim's claims that he was not in the Confederate army and 
repeatedly threatened to take him prisoner.20 

Her dramatic narrative of how their family suffered personally during the war, 
similar to stories told in thousands of families throughout the postbellum South, 
surely influenced Mary and Louisa as they began their work as clubwomen and 
Daughters of the Confederacy. Undoubtedly, Mr. and Mrs. Poppenheim told their 
experiences to Mary and Louisa as they were growing up. As an adult, and as a co
editor of South Carolina Women in the Confederacy, a volume of recollections 
published by the South Carolina Division of the UDC, Mary included her mother's 
reminiscences and journal extracts. One of the Confederate relics which the family 
kept was the only extant fragment of the flag of the Hampton legion, "given to Mr. 
Poppenheim by his comrades in recognition of the fact that he was the last soldier of 
the legion to carry this flag forward in battle. "21 As was often the case, like the 
Poppenheims, many South Carolina women belonged to both women's clubs and the 
UDC, and had long lines of Southern ancestry.22 Mary and Louisa's pride in the their 
family, the Confederacy, and the South pervades all of their work throughout the first 
half of the twentieth century. Like other "Daughters of the Confederacy," Mary and 
Louisa had much at stake in honoring the Lost Cause for which their family fought. 

The Poppenheim sisters' concern for the rebuilding of the South extended 
beyond their Confederate heritage. As members of the social and economic elite in 
Charleston, the Poppenheim's own future depended upon a prosperous and stable 
South. Through his commercial business interests, their father provided an example 
of the need for Southern economic progress. Louisa, and to a lesser extent, Mary, in 
tum, did their part to ensure progress by working on local and statewide social reform 
measures which promoted education, health, and civic improvement. Such social 
reform measures were desperately needed in a region whose economy had been 
devastated by the Civil war and the end of slavery, and whose industries were in their 
infancy. 

Following the war, many editors and businessmen called for a "New South," in 
which industrialization, embodied in the rapid growth of textile mills, and diversified 
agriculture would result in a prosperous economy. The move to industrialization and 
a cash economy required investors for cotton mills and merchants, such as Mr. 
Pappenheim, for goods and supplies. After the war, for example, he did not remain 
on his father's plantation. Instead, he moved his family to Charleston and established 
a hardware store which sold dry goods, guns, and agricultural implements.23 Although 
he did not invest in a cotton mill, his investment in phosphates and fertilizer indicate 
his support for a new economy. He bought stock in the Edisto phosphate company 
in Charleston in 1887 and at one time was president of the Royal Fertilizer 
Company.24 His readiness to support a commercial economy reflected his 
personality, which the National Cyclopedia of American Biography described as 
"Independent in thought and action, energetic, quick of wit, generousi progressive, 
reserved with strangers, devoted to family, friends, city and state." s His store 
brought the Poppenheims relative economic prosperity as a time when many of the 
aristocratic land-holding families in Charleston retained their social status but 
struggled fmancially. 

In their economic and social status, the Poppenheims were representative of 
many Southern white clubwomen. Like Louisa and Mary, white clubwomen and 
Daughters of the Confederacy in South Carolina came from socially and economically 
elite families.26 For example, the father of Mrs. Margaret Smythe McK.issick, a 
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former president of the Federation, owned the renowned Pelzer Cotton Mill.27 As 
the wives of businessmen, professionals, and professors, women's clubs members and 
officers in South Carolina ranged from middle to upper class. Clubwomen were also 
married to men more likely to be proponents of the new economy, that is, many 
were married to mill owners and secretaries, cotton brokers, or merchants, rather 
than planters.28 

Mary and Louisa's interest in preserving Southern identity while their father 
stood in the vanguard of Charleston's commercial businessmen reveals insight into a 
significant question of Southern continuity: could Southern culture be preserved from 
Old South to New, even as economic changes were taking place which would bring the 
South closer to the industrialized North? Mary, Louisa, and other clubwomen 
promoted tradition through their emphasis on Southern identity rooted in the past, 
even as they also embraced economic change. Culturally, they sought to preserve the 
Southern way of life, social mores, gender and race relations, and values of family and 
community. As members of the economic and social elite, they hoped to shape 
identity in the new South around traditional shared meanings and values. Against a 
backdrop of economic progress, they attempted to provide stability in a changing 
society. 

At the same time, however, through their social reform work, they, too, 
participated in the economic rebuilding of the South. They worked to improve 
education and to ameliorate the effects of industrialization, such as through child 
labor reform. Motivated by their pride in the past, they believed that the glory of 
Southern tradition compelled them to address current social and economic problems, 
to make the contemporary South worthy of its past. In short, they desired an 
economically prosperous but culturally traditional New South. 

Therefore, clubwomen worked tirelessly to improve the economic conditions 
of poor whites, particularly those in the growing milltowns and urban areas. Like 
clubwomen across the nation, the South Carolina Federation focused on the needs of 
children, building local and traveling libraries, playgrounds, and kindergartens. They 
also called attention to "wayward" children, built homes for male and female juvenile 
delinquents, and promoted industrial and agricultural training for boys and domestic 
science training for girls. The civic department cleaned up the community, for 
example, planting trees, and installing street lights. Their legislative committee 
learned to lobby the legislature as it requested funds for these projects, and pressed for 
compulsory education laws. 29 

Louisa Poppenheim was the driving force behind many of these reforms. She 
was particularly instrumental in obtaining female police matrons in the jails, public 
playgrounds in Charleston, and education reform. She also personally donated many 
books in the federation's drive to establish traveling libraries throughout the state. 
Moreover, through the Keystone, she and Mary consistently encouraged clubwomen 
to take up reform work rather than focusing exclusively on literary self
improvement. She reminded her readers that as women their community service was 
crucial, because "men are so engrossed with business matters that social service to the 
community and the state are of necessity crowded out. 1130 Therefore, despite 
stressing cultural tradition and pride in the past, Louisa and Mary also desired 
economic prosperity in the New South, and to that end, worked on social reforms to 
improve the economic condition of whites in the industrializing South. 

Mr. and Mrs. Poppenheim were also "progressive" or forward-thinking when 
it came to their daughters' education, although the sisters' years at Vassar only 
exacerbated for them the tension between tradition and progress. Mr. Poppenheim's 
father may have influenced Mr. and Mrs. Poppenheim's interest in ensuring that the 
girls were well-educated. As early as the mid 19th century~ he promoted plans for 
high schools for girls in Charleston.31 Each of the four Poppenheim daughters 
received a degr~e from Vassar College, with Mary graduating in 1888, Louisa in 1889, . 
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and Ida and Christie in 1895. In many ways, their experiences at Vassar shaped their 
interests and their participation in clubs and reform work. Their identity as Southern 
women grew during their time away from home in the North. They also graduated 
from Vassar with a sense of responsibility and a seriousness of purpose, as well as a 
broadened idea of the possibilities of achievement for women, which they were forced 
to integrate into traditional ideals of Southern womanhood. 

As young girls, the Poppenheim sisters attended a private school in 
Charleston, the Charleston Female Seminary, and received private tutoring when 
necessary. Although all the girls were bright, Mary was the most studious, and she 
consistently brought home excellent grades from the Seminary. On the other hand, 
from the beginning, Louisa, although also intelligent, applied herself less to her work 
than did Mary. One of Louisa's Seminary reports claimed that, "With a little effort, 
L. could do very much better."32 

The Poppenheims' decision to travel north to go to school at Vassar must 
have shocked Charleston at the time.33 In the early 1800s, Southern girls sometimes 
attended Northern schools, but this practice declined as sectional strife increased.34 

Despite the decline, when Vassar opened in 1865, its first class included six students 
from the South. Southern students continued to comprise only approximately three 
to nine percent of the classes between 1865 and 1925, and not all of these students 
graduated.35 Nonetheless, Vassar was a safe choice for Southern whites, as, because of 
their presence, the school did not knowingly admit black students until the mid 
twentieth century.36 Years later, the Poppenheim sisters were mistakenly reported to 
have been the first women from the South to attend Vassar, although they may have 
been the first from South Carolina. That this became part of the "myth" surrounding 
the sisters underscores their focus on Southern identity.37 

Although there is no evidence to explain the Poppenheims' reasons for 
selecting Vassar, it is possible that they may have found out about the school through 
a Miss Kelly, who ran a school for kindergarten teachers in Charleston.38 More 
likely, Mary Poppenheim ventured North to Vassar because she had no choice--there 
was no college for women of equal academic reputation in the South. Georgia Female 
College, Mary Baldwin Academy in Virginia, and Judson Female Institute in Alabama, 
for example, attracted students from prestigious families, but historian Christie 
Farnham has argued that the schools did not have a "seriousness of purpose" 
equivalent to that found at Vassar. Instead they focused on molding Southern "ladies" 
and many students lacked motivation.39 In any case, they did not compare with 
Vassar, which, when it opened was regarded as the first "real college" for women. 
Vassar had a true liberal arts curriculum, and could provide for women an education 
equal to that of the best men's colleges.40 

Whatever the reason for their choosing a Northern school, the Poppenheim 
family was extremely proud of their daughters' accomplishments. Although their 
papers do not reveal whether Mr. or Mrs. Poppenheim was the driving force behind 
the decision to go to Vassar, both parents fully supported them.41 When Louisa was 
to be a marshal at Mary's graduation, her mother told her to buy a new dress and 
"spare no expense." Mrs. Poppenheim later assured Louisa that Papa would be able 
to go to Vassar and attend her graduation because he had worked so that they could 
attend Vassar, and he would not miss the occasion.42 She also reminded the girls that 
despite the hardships encountered while away from home, "The honor and distinction 
of graduating at Vassar is the incentive that keeps one up through all difficulties. "43 

Despite their training in Charleston, the sisters had to complete preparatory 
work at Vassar College before beginning their undergraduate program. This was not 
unusual at colleges in general at the end of the 19th century, and in particular for 
students from the South. A Virginian, Orie Latham Hatcher, who entered Vassar in 
1885, believed that she was inadequately prepared for Vassar, noting that " ... in 
practically every class which I entered students from other sections [ of the country] . 
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had whole tracts of information about the subject which I did not possess." She 
claimed that her inferior background was typical of Southern students, commenting 
that, "no one was surpri~ed, because I was from the South. "44 

Being away at school over 500 miles from home was painful for both mother 
and daughters. Separation was particularly hard for Southern students, whose parents 
"clung to their daughters to conserve notions of Southern womanhood. "45 For the 
Poppenheims, the years spent at Vassar, by forcing them to deal with homesickness, 
by inculcating in them a sense of purpose and dedication, and by strengthening their 
relationships and dependence upon each other and their mother, shaped their 
understanding of what it meant to be a Southern lady. This ideal usually promoted 
dependence, domesticity, purity and piety. Yet, at Vassar, the Poppenheim's learned 
that women could be active outside the home, educated, and independent. When they 
returned to Charleston, under the· guidance of their mother, they negotiated for 
themselves a distinctively Southern definition of womanhood, which balanced 
traditional Southern ideals, such as their continued espousal of chivalry, with the new 
possibilities for activism they encountered at Vassar. 

After the girls left for school in 1887, Mrs. Pappenheim wrote, "I think I 
have damed every stocking in the home, sewn on every button ... even studied the 
French alphabet, and yet I cannot kill time, nor fail to miss you. "46 Letters between 
Mary and her mother reveal the difficulties each faced. As the eldest and the first to 
leave home, Mary expressed severe homesickness, especially in the year before 
Louisa joined her. Moreover, Mary's serious nature intensified the pressure she 
experienced as the first to attend Vassar. For example, in her first year, she 
complained to her mother that two girls had ridiculed something of hers, and 
agonized, "I wanted to just run home but I remembered that that was the way of the 
world and when I came here I should have expected it. Only six more months and I 
will be home." Two months later, she willed herself not to be homesick, writing that 
she simply would not allow herself to be so.47 

Mary apparently became used to her surroundings and began to make friends 
by her second year, when she wrote home complaining that she could not choose who 
to bring home for Christmas because "I like all the girls so much. I can't decide which 
I like the best(;] they are so good to me." Still, even after settling in, Mary continued 
to express her homesickness for both the family and the "Sunny South," claiming in 
1886 that she was happy that she had only two more years left.48 Despite her 
popularity and academic success at Vassar, Mary had moments of intense doubt. She 
agonized to her mother: 

My dear mother, the more I think about my lack of success 
here the more disheartened I feel[.] It seems as ifl have done 
so little and disappointed you and Papa and Uncle Joe . . . 
There is nothing I do which amounts to anything. I just hate 
myself. I am very anxious about the class elections for '89 
which will come off in two weeks. I expect to be fearfully 
disappointed in them for that is my luck or fault always. I am 
always on the losing side.49 

Louisa, on the other hand, had a sunnier and more out-going personality, and 
did not express the same fears and doubts. Her only moment of hesitation apparently 
came as she expressed trepidation to her mother before her last year, when Mary 
would no longer be there.50 The years spent at Vassar separated from home 
strengthened the sisters' dependence upon each other, and upon their mother, despite 
the distance. For Mary, in particular, the experience forced her to persevere despite 
difficulties and self-doubt. The homesick and insecure girl who entered Vassar 
emerged as a ~edicated and confident leader in women's clubs and the UDC. 
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Their contrasting personalities are evident in the letters they sent home from 
school, but as clubwomen they worked with equal fervor and commitm.ent. Although 
they were both bright and interested in their studies, Mary, initially more serious, 
studious, and responsible, immersed herself in her schoolwork to the extent that her 
mother advised her to take part other activities, including dances. She also bemoaned 
difficulties with her studies, particularly French, to her parents.51 Louisa, on the 
other hand, did not need to be told to take part in social activities. Instead, she wrote 
a letter to her mother which expressed her priorities at Vassar. After describing her 
participation in a whirlwind of social activities, she then commented about her 
schoolwork, "There is nothing I hate more in this world than writing essays!"52 

Mary did not approve of Louisa's behavior, and complained to her mother 
that she and her friends "had more fun than was good for them. "53 As the eldest, 
perhaps she felt responsible for her sisters. For example, she asked her mother to 
warn Ida that she needed to stop reading "trashy story papers" because Mary feared 
that Ida would be ill-prepared for Vassar. Indeed, Mary had cause for concern, as Ida 
was initially unable to pass the entrance examination. 54 Despite her evident 
seriousness, because she included so much talk of dresses in her letters, Mary still felt 
obliged to remind her parents she was "sensible. "55 Notwithstanding the differences in 
their personalities, Mary and Louisa both graduated with a seriousness of purpose, 
gained and nurtured at Vassar in their studies and their extracurricular activities. As 
clubwomen and members of the UDC, they took the work of the organizations 
seriously, focusing on historical and literary studies, and civic reform rather than on 
the social side of club life. 56 

Mary and Louisa's relationship with each other, solidified while away at Vassar 
together, was critical to their leadership in South Carolina women's associations. 
They seem to have gotten along well during their years at school, and developed a 
close, working relationship which continued throughout their lives. Historian Carroll 
Smith-Rosenberg has documented the "female world of love and ritual," in which late 
nineteenth century women shared most of their time, experiences, and love with 
other women. Because men and women believed they inhabited different spheres (the 
public sphere for men and the private or domestic sphere for women), women 
primarily interacted with other women. Smith-Rosenberg contends that "central to 
this world was kin." Sisters

5 
mothers and daughters, cousins, and aunts and nieces 

shared space and experience. 7 

Sisterhood provided the most important relationship for many women, 
especially those women who were not married. Historian Lee Chambers-Schiller 
describes the great number of siblings found in her study of single women, "sisters who 
loved one another with such devotion that they spent their lives together in a single 
blessedness."58 She argues that the growing importance of peer culture helped 
facilitate the dependence of sisters upon one another. In the case of the 
Poppenheims, their experiences away from home at school, like many other sisters, 
fostered their dependence on one another. They lived together for their entire lives, 
separated only during the first year at Vassar before Louisa joined Mary there. 

During their time at Vassar, Mary or Louisa only rarely reported problems 
with each other to their mother. For example, Mary once asked her mother to 
intercede covertly. Mary needed her mother's help to warn Louisa not to be rude to a 
friend of Mary's. Mrs. Pappenheim responded with a lengthy caution to the girls to 
be friendly to all and to avoid unintentionally hurting someone's feeling. 59 

Presumably Mary did not want to confront Louisa directly and risk hurting her. 
Later, during the many years they spent working together on the Keystone, they left 
no traces of disagreements between themselves. On at least one occasion, however, 
Mary continued her role as the eldest sister and lectured Louisa on what to include in 
a report on a meeting she was attending. 60 
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Mary and Louisa's joint management of the Keystone and participation in the 
:same or;ganizations illustrates how women's organizations have often depended upon a 
network of family members. Louisa, Mary and their sister Christie (before her 
mamage and subsequent move to Richmond), belonged to many of the same clubs, 
with o.ne .sister commonly serving as president and the others as auxiliary officers. 
The P,oppenbeims were cle.arly not unique, for example, a survey of members of 
three women•s organizations in Atlanta found that from 1895-1910 approximately 
one third of the members bad family ties within the organization.61 

The other central figure in both of their lives was their mother. Mary and 
Louisa each maintained an extremely close relationship with their mother_, whom 
they depended upon for advice throughout their lives. After graduation, they lived at 
home, and following the death of their father, remained with their mother until her 
death. In later years, Mrs. Poppenheim often accompanied Louisa and Mary to local 
and national federation and UDC meetings, and hosted receptions for visitors from 
those o.r.ganizations. 

Mrs. Poppenheim dispensed advice to her daughters on topics ranging from 
manners to men. Their separation from her during their years at Vassar did not 
lessen her attention to their development and daily lives. Soon after Mary left for 
school, her mother wrote that she was happy to hear about Mary's daily routine, and 
that she was eating and sleeping well. 62 This concern, common for the parent of a 
child away at school, was magnified by Mrs. Poppenheim's constant fear that Mary 
and Louisa would not survive the harsh New York winters, with snow and 
temperat11res below zero.63 The ideal of the Southern lady, with its presumption of 
helplessness and dependence in all likelihood magnified her concern for the sisters' 
ability to get along without parental supervision. At one point, Mary reassured her 
mother that she and Louisa were "regular Yankees about taking care of ourselves. "64 

Their experiences at Vassar, then, endowed the two with a more independent spirit. 
Despite their growing independence, however, Mary and Louisa continued to 

seek their mother's advice, and her teachings influenced them both in their personal 
lives and in ilieir clubwork. Using the example of a Northern female visitor's public 
scene, Mn. Poppenheim decried her rude behavior and took the opportunity to 
·explain the proper conduct of a lady.65 In 1884, Mrs. Poppenheim also counseled 
Mary to be "retiring and ladylike whenever there is any voting to be done and avoid 
having anything to do with a party that savors of woman's rights."66 Mary, however, 
brietly became interested in suffrage while at Vassar, although her interest did not 
peai'St once at home in Charleston. She wrote to her sister that while telling · fortunes 
for the girls and for herself: she prophesied that she "would be a second Susan B 
Anthony coming to W[ashington] to hand a petition for woman's rights to the 
president. "61 

This prophecy did not c.ome true, as in the less progressive climate of 
Charle.ston, Mary was unwilling to espouse woman suffrage openly. Her Vassar 
education did not break her explicit embrace of chivalry as part of the Southern 
tradition ho.nored in the Lost Cause, and linked to upholding a social hierarchy based 
on the connectio.n between race and gender. Like many other South Carolina women 
at that time, who were also unable to revolt against chivalry, Mary and Louisa did, 
however, work to expand women's public roles in other, less radical ways, through 
their .reform work. They were perhaps less threatening and therefore more successful 
because they legitimized their work by claiming to be "Southern ladies. "61 

Not only did their mother shape their understanding of what it meant to be a 
Southern lady, she also nurtured their pride in Southern identity. After the incident 
concerning the Northern visitor to Charleston, Mrs. Poppenheim expressed her fear 
that Northern newspapers would report the incident, reflecting negatively on 
Charleston. A'S a student at Vassar, Mary already shafled her mother's concern that 
the South be portrayed in a positive light to the North, suggesting to her mother that 
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they subscribe to the Atlantic [Monthly] because it often featured positive articles on 
the South.69 Mrs. Poppenheim also explained proper behavior when .visiting friend's 
homes, cautioning them in particular, to sleep in so as not to disturb their hostess, 
despite her reluctance to have anyone in the North think that they were lazy.70 

Their experiences as Southern girls at a Northern school appear to have 
solidified their identity as Southerners among Yankees. For example, in 1883, 
shortly after Mary arrived at Vassar, her mother wrote her that she was "pleased to 
hear there is a girl from Richmond, hope you will be pleased with her." Mrs. 
Poppenheim also had palmetto trees, the state tree of South Carolina, delivered to 
Vassar for Commencement so that her daughters would graduate "under the shadow of 
the palmetto. "71 This sense of identity as Southern women, and understanding that 
pride in their heritage needed to be nurtured in the postbellum South, grew stronger 
while at Vassar. As members of women's clubs and the UDC, they expressed that 
pride both through their glorification of the Lost Cause and the Southern past, and 
their participation in social reform work. 

When Ida and Christie arrived at Vassar, they also experienced the novelty of 
living among Yankees. In their senior year, Ida and Christie organized the Southern 
Club, with Ida as president and Mary and Louisa, then alumnae, associate members 
(honorary members included the writer Thomas Nelson Page). There were few 
Southerners in attendance when the older sisters attended, but by 1895 enough 
students from the South had enrolled to form a club of 23 girls. The membership 
hailed primarily from the border states of Tennessee and Kentucky, although there 
were two students from North Carolina, one other from South Carolina, and one each 
from Washington DC, West Virginia, and Missouri. 72 

In addition to the Southern Club, all four sisters became involved in several 
school organizations while at Vassar. Louisa and Mary, elected as president and vice
president of the Students' Association of Vassar, held the two most prestigious offices 
in the school. Both belonged to the Art Club, Tennis Club, and Philathea, a dramatic 
organization. Louisa's acting experiences in Katherine and Petruchio, Weak Woman, 
and The Wife (in which she played a man, John Rutherford), perhaps gave her 
confidence in speaking to an audience. Their interest in literature apparently 
developed during their days at Vassar, as Mary belonged to the Shakespeare Club and 
Louisa to the Dickens Club. In later years they turned their literary focus to Southern 
writers, attempting to ensure, through clubs and the UDC, that Southerners studied 
and preserved Southern literature. 73 

The Vassar experience was also critical to Mary's growth because she 
developed her passion for history, so significant to her work in the UDC, under 
Professor Lucy Salmon, a popular professor at Vassar. Salmon was commended by 
her students for emphasizing research and analysis rather than rote memorization. In 
1896 she founded the Vassar Alumnae Historical Association to promote the 
preservation of historic materials at Vassar as well as in local communities.74 Mary 
was one of the first women to join the South Carolina Historical Society. She also 
pioneered the office of Historian in the South Carolina Division of the UDC, where 
she fostered the preservation of Confederate relics, instituted literary programs at 
UDC meetings at which historical papers were read, and provided lists of appropriate 
histories for use in the schools and libraries, which told the "true" history of the 
South and the Civil War. 

Upon graduation from Vassar, both Louisa and Mary returned to Charleston, 
where they began their life-long commitments to women's organizations. Mary 
assumed one of her first offices soon after graduation in 1896, when she became the 
recording secretary of Ladies Benevolent Society. Mary and Louisa were charter 
members of the Century Club, the Civic Club, the Intercollegiate Club, and members 
of the South Carolina Audubon Society (led by their sister, Christie), the Southeast 
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branch of the Vassar Alumnae Association, the Ladies' Memorial Association, the 
Woman's Exchange, the Rebecca Motte chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, and the YWCA. Louisa was also an Honorary member of the Society of 
American Women in London and the Society of American Women in Vienna, and a 
member of several co-ed organizations, such as the Carolina Arts Association and the 
South Carolina Child Labor Committee.75 

Despite their involvement in all of these organizations, Mary and Louisa 
devoted themselves primarily to the SCFWC and the UDC. Mary served as President 
of the South Carolina Division of the UDC before becoming President-General of the 
national organization in 1917. Louisa was the second president of the SCFWC. On 
the national level, she was corresponding secretary of the General Federation, a 
member of its board of directors, an honorary vice-president, and a member of the 
Society of Pioneers of the General Federation.76 

Although neither sister ever explicitly explained why she became involved in 
women's clubs or the UDC, it may have seemed to them to be the natural path to 
follow. Their Confederate heritage and example of their mother's organization of a 
Soldiers' Aid society during the Civil War may have propelled them to join the 
Charleston Ladies Memorial Association and the Charleston chapter of the UDC. 
Their experience at Vassar certainly boosted their confidence, and gave them 
experience in leadership. Their friendships with Northern women may have made 
them familiar with women's clubs, already well-established in the North. Their high 
level of education and interest in literature, nurtured at Vassar, perhaps stimulated 
their participation in literary and study clubs, and gave them the ability to begin 
editing a woman's journal. Mary's love for history fueled her role in expanding the 
promotion of history in the UDC. Their friendships with other elite women probably 
generated their interest in organizations which were already established, such as the 
Ladies Benevolent Society, founded in Charleston in 1813, and provided them with a 
circle of friends around which to organize new women's clubs such as the Century Club 
and the Civic Club. Finally, their mother's influence, so apparent from their 
dependence on her advice while away at Vassar, was cited by Louisa as the reason for 
her involvement in community service. She claimed, "My mother taught us that 
whatever we had we must share with our community."77 

Louisa and Mary's education at Vassar, family influence, Confederate heritage, 
and social and economic status all shaped the character of their involvement in 
women's clubs and the UDC. Their background and personal lives reveal the paradox 
of tradition and progress which they and other Southern women embodied during the 
Progressive era. In 1950, an article on Louisa in the South Carolina Clubwoman 
declared that her home still functioned as it had when her mother was alive. Louisa 
spent Thursday afternoons "at home" receiving callers, and lit her drawing room with 
gas lamps. According to this article, Louisa's beliefs concerning Southern 
womanhood, and her progressive thinking emanated from her mother, who "had a 
broad outlook for her day and exposed her dau.ffihters to more education than was the 
one of the average Southern girl of the day." A newspaper clipping about Louisa 
stated that, "Perhaps the paradox of progressive public life and traditional private life 
can be explained by her feeling that devotion to the past should mean something for 
the future. "79 

Through their involvement in the South Carolina Federation and the UDC, 
Mary and Louisa Poppenheim demonstrated a commitment both to progress and to 
tradition, a commitment that enabled them to accomplish both the preservation of 
Southern identity, and at the same time, social reform in the New South. The 
training they received both at home in the South and at school in the North defined 
for them an ideal Southern lady who revered the South, its past, and its notions of 
chivalry, at the same time she promoted intellectual and organizational growth for 
women and ec~nomic growth for the South. 
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ENDNOTES 

lThe Keystone was published monthly for women's clubs and the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy, featuring editorials, organi:zation news, fiction, book reviews, and other articles of 
interest to Southern women, such as concerning Southern literature or education. Their 
involvement with the journal typifies their progressivism because few journals existed during this 
period in the South which were owned and edited by women for women, and of those in existence, 
few lasted fourteen years, as did the Keystone, shutting down publication only on account of their 
mother's failing health. · 

2For a more in-depth analysis of the South Carolina Federation of Women's Clubs, the South 
Carolina Division of the United Daughters of the Confederacy, and the South Carolina Federation 
of Colored Women's Clubs, see my dissertation, '"This Wonderful Dream Nation!': Black and 
White South Carolina Women and the Creation of the New South, 1898-1930," University of 
California, Los Angeles, 1997. For another example of a Charleston woman who also straddled 
the fence between tradition and progress, see Sydney R. Bland, Preserving Charleston's Past 
Shaping Its Future· The Life and Times of Susan Pringle Frost, Greenwood Press, 1994. 

3Dewey Grantham, Southern Progressivism· The Reconciliation of Progress and Tradition, 1983. 
See also William A. Link, The Paradox of Southern Progressivism 1880-1930, Chapel Hill, 
University of North Carolina, 1992. 

4For more on the complexities ofracial identity, see Johnson, "This Wonderful Dream Nation." 

5
For the history of women's clubs, see Karen Blair, The Clubwoman as Feminjst True 

Womanhood Redefined 1868-1914, New York, Holmes and Meier, 1980; Anne Firor Scott, 
Natural Allies· ,women's Associations in American History, Urbana, University of Illinois Press, 
1991; and, for Southern women, Anastasia Sims, "Feminism and Femininity in the New South: 
White Women's Organizations in North <;::arolina, 1883-1930" Ph.D. Dissertation, University of 
North Carolina, 1985. 

6There is no book-length scholarly history of the UDC. For a history of the Lost Cause which 
includes, but does not focus on, the UDC, see Gaines Foster, Ghosts of the Confederacy Defeat 
the Lost Cause and the Emergence of the New South, New York, Oxford University Press, 1987. 
See also Angie Parrott, '"Love Makes Memory Eternal,' The United Daughters of Confederacy in 
Richmond, Virginia, 1897-1920,'' in Edward L. Ayers, ed., The Edge of the South· Ljfe in 
Nineteenth Century Virginia, Charlottesville, University of Virginia Press, 1991, p.219-238; and 
Fred Arthur Bailey, "Mildred Lewis Rutherford and the Patrician Cult of the Old South," Q.em:gm 
Historical Quarterly 77 (Fall 1994), p.509-535. 

7Miscellaneous clipping, obituary, February 13, 1936, Records, Alumni House, Vassar College 
(hereafter cited as Vassar). Louisa died in 1957. 

8"My dear Miss Poppenheim," from "J. H. B. 11
, n.d., South Carolina Federation of Women's 

Clubs Papers, Dacus Library, Winthrop University, Rock Hill, SC (hereafter cited as Winthrop). 
However, despite their considerable and long-lasting influence, they were not universally well
liked, nor were they the only forces in these organizations. Along with many statements 
expressing love and appreciation for the Poppenheims, their correspondence also reveals disputes 
among the members. Mary once received a warning from a Mrs. Joseph White, who cautioned 
her, "I will say however that some of your own town people are not your friends! Do your best to 
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be your sweetest there and pray much. It is rumored at every convention I have attended by the 
Charleston delegates, some[,] I mean[,] that you all are very unpopular." Mrs. Jos. White to 
Mary, January 24, 1906, Poppenheim Papers, Special Collections, Perkins Library, Duke 
University, Durham, NC (hereafter cited as Duke). 

9Miscellaneous clipping, obituary of Mary B. Poppenheim, February 2, 1936, Vassar. 
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1 Oln their biographical records survey from Vassar College, both noted the nationality of their 
parents as "American" and to the question, "other nationalities in your ancestry," responded, "Irish 
and Bavarian only--all prior to 1776." Mary Poppenheim and Louisa Poppenheim, Alumnae 
Survey, Vassar, 1930. Mary wrote, "prior to 1776" and Louisa wrote, "prior to the Revolutionary 
War." 

l lMr. Poppenheim was born December 10, 1939, and died May 30, 1901. The State, Columbia, 
SC, September 9, 1917. It is possible that he chose this legion because General Wade Hampton 
was his mother's cousin. 

I2Christopher Poppenheim to Mary Bouknight, November 12, 1860, Poppenheim Papers, South 
Carolina Historical Society, Charleston, SC (hereafter cited as SCHS). 

13Christopher Poppenheim to Mary Bouknight, November 1, 1861, SCHS. 

14The State, Columbia, SC, September 9, 1917. 

15Mary Bouknight Poppenheim, "Personal Experiences with Sherman's Army at Liberty Hill," in 
South Carolina Women in the Confederacy, Mrs. A. T. Smythe, et al, ed., Columbia, The State 
Company, 1903, p.254-5. 

16The State, Columbia, SC, September 9, 1917. 

l 7Mary Bouknight Poppenheim, "Bethany Hospital and Soldiers' Aid Association, Edgefield 
County, s. c.," in South Carolina Women in the Confederacy p.67-68. 

l 8For women's roles during the war, see Scott, Natural Allies and George Rable, Civil Wars· 
Women and the Crisis of Southern Nationalism, Urbana, University of Illinois Press, 1989. 

19Mary Bouknight Poppenheim, "Bethany Hospital," p.67-68. This scene is reminiscent of those 
described by many other Southern women, both in this collection and in the many Civil War 
diaries which have been published. 

20Mary Bouknight Poppenheim, "Personal Experiences," p.254-261. Interestingly enough, when 
Matthew Page Andrews excerpted Mrs. Poppenheim's remembrances for his book, Women of the 
South in War Times, he did not include her cries against the Union army, noting that "Parts of 
Mrs. Poppenheim's diary are here and later omitted for the reason that the sufferings and privations 
are too harrowing for present publication and because the conditions described may too easily be 
misinterpreted as an indictment of the Federal forces." footnote, p.255. 

21The State, September 9, 1917. 

220f 30 significant leaders in the federation and the UDC whose status in both is known, 25 were 
members of both associations and only 5 were not, a percentage probably somewhat higher than a 
more complete sample would yield. On the local level, there is also significant overlap. In Rock 
Hill, for example, of 31 local UDC officers, 16 have been identified as club members. Moreover, 
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most of the leaders were born in the State or the region. In a study of Atlanta women, Darlene 
Roth found that in the 1890s, 31 . of 60 Atlanta Women's Club members also belonged to the 
UDC; this number decreased in the 1930s to 21 of 106. The percentage of women in clubs, the 
UDC, the DAR and the Society of Colonial Daughters born in Georgia was approximately 70%. 
Darlene Rebecca Roth, Matronagc· Patterns in Women's Organizations Atlanta, Georgia, 1890-
~ Brooklyn, Carlson Publishing Company, 1994, p.90, 94-6. Although Mary Martha 
Thomas did not examine UDC membership in her study of Alabama clubwomen, she did find that 
18 of 20 state federation presidents before 1920 were born in the South. Mary Martha Thomas, 
The New Woman In Alabama· Social Refonns and Suffrage 1890-1920 Tuscaloosa, University 
of Alabama Press, 1992, p.67. 

23Mr. Poppenheim's reasons for venturing into commercial business, the first in his family to do 
so, were probably related to the Southern economic situation and his personality. In the Nmiw:ml 
CycJOJ>edia of American Biograph_y, New York, Volume 17, p.183, his biographer credited, "the 
disorganization of agricultural labor in the South after the war and [his] shattered arm." As a 
landowner, however, it is unlikely that Mr. Poppenheim would have been required to use his arm 
any more as a planter than as the owner of a hardware store. The move to industrialization and a 
cash economy required investors for mills and merchants, such as Mr. Poppenheim, for goods and 
supplies. Mr. Poppenheim, therefore, illustrates the role of former planters who became 
businessmen, although in his case, he was only twenty-six years old, newly married, and because 
of the war, had not yet established himself on his own plantation. See also Don Doyle, New 
Men New Cities New South· Atlanta Nashville Charleston Mobile 1860-1910, Chapel Hill, 
University of North Carolina Press, 1990._ 

24Mrs. Poppenheim to Louisa and Mary, January 26, 1887, Duke, and News and Courier, 
Charleston, SC, May 31, 1901. 

25National CyclOJ)edia ofAmerican Biography New York, 1920, Volume 17, p.183. 

26See various issues of the Keystone for profiles of members. Other studies of clubs and the UDC 
have found officers and members to be predominately middle to upper class, see, for example, 
Blair, p.1-5, and Foster, p.107. 

27David Carlton, Mill and Town in South Carolina 1880-1920, Baton Rouge, Louisiana State 
University Press, 1982, p.51. 

28A sample of significant leaders in both associations, and well as club members in Rock Hill, 
Columbia, and Charleston yielded information concerning the following professions of 179 
husbands: 45 businessmen (including insurance salesmen, bankers, bookkeepers, real estate 
agents, salesmen, editors/publishers); 28 merchants (including retail and wholesale and small 
business owners); 26 teachers and professors; 20 physicians and scientists; 13 mill owners, 
bookkeepers, and secretaries; 11 public servants (including governors, commissioners); 10 
attorneys and judges; 7 railroad company officers or engineers; 6 ministers and pastors; 5 architects 
or engineers; 4 planters or farmers; and 4 law enforcement officials. I have not been able to find 
any substantial differences between clubwomen and UDC members, except to note that UDC 
profiles often indicate that members were daughters of planters, even though their husbands were 
not. This information primarily comes from the Columbia, Rock Hill, and Charleston city 
directories; Walker Scott Utsey, ed., Who's Who in South Carolina, 1934-1935 (Columbia: 
Current Historical Association, 1935); and biographical sketches in the Keystone. 

29These activities are described throughout the pages of the Keystone. 

30Louisa Poppenheim, "Address to the SCFWC as a representative of the GFWC," May 17, 
1905, SCFWC Papers, box 2, folder 7, Winthrop. 
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31National Cyclo,pedia, Vo~ume 17, p.183. 

32Poppenheim Papers, Duke. 
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33 A Life Magazine article later asserted that, "[Mr. Poppenheim's] four daughters also shocked 
Charleston in the 1880s by going up North to Vassar." Life, April 14, 1947, p.68-72. Mary and 
Louisa continued to promote Vassar to Southern women. Vassar was the only Northern school in 
a list of over 50 schools with scholarships from the UDC, with a $1200 gift scholarship made by 
Mary. Nashville Banner, February 28, 1932. 

34Barbara Miller Solomon, In the Company of Educated Women" A History of Women and 
Higher Education in the United States, New Haven, Yale University Press, 1985, p.21. 

35Agnes Rogers, who wrote a history of Vassar students based upon surveys of alumnae, 
commented on the six as follows: "Equally surprising is the discovery that in this first group, 
which arrived only five months after Lee's surrender, there were six girls from the South, including 
one from Alabama with the resounding name of Julia Studwick Tutwiler. We can only guess at 
the circumstances that conspired to induce these six girls to go to Vassar, but we may be sure that 
they must have had extraordinary resolution to brave local opinion to the point of pursuing their 
studies in the hated North." Vassar Women" An Infonnal Study, New York, Vassar College, 
1940, p.29-30. Julia Tutwiler later became a well known reformer. She attended Vassar for only 
one year, following her decision to attend a Northern boarding school, a decision described by her 
biographer as made, "Despite Southern distrust of the North, for two winters on the eve of the 
Civil War she attended Madame Maroteau's boarding school in Philadelphia." See her entry in 
Notable American Women. Alumnae Office records show only one other graduate from the South 
in Mary's class, Orie Latham Hatcher of Richmond, VA, and six others from Louisa's class. It 
should be noted that the majority of the Southern students were from upper South states. For 
example, see below for a discussion of the membership of the Southern Club at Vassar. 

36Helen Lefkowitz Horowitz, Alma Mater Desi~ and E3Perience in the Women's ColleiCs from 
their Nineteenth Century Beginnings to the 1930s, Amherst, University of Massachusetts Press, 
1984, 2nd edition 1993, p.155. Apparently, light-skinned black students were unknowingly 
admitted but not found out until after they graduated. In 1900, Vassar President Taylor wrote to 
Spelman Seminary principal Harriet Giles that the presence of Southern women at Vassar made it 
impossible for them to accept black students. See Lynn D. Gordon, Gender and Higher Education 
in the Progressive Era, New Haven, Yale University Press, 1990, p.46. Integration in the North 
remained a concern, as, for example, Margaret Jones Bolsterli wrote in her autobiography, Bmn..in 
the Delta· Reflections on the Making of a Southern White Sensibility, that her father did not allow 
her to go to the University of Chicago because he did not want her to take classes with African 
American students, Bolsterli, Knoxville, University of Tennessee Press, 1991, p.128. 

371 would like to express my appreciation to Elaine S. Pike of the Special Collections, Vassar 
College Library, for the names ofnine Southern students who preceded the Poppenheims (five of 
whom did not graduate). Letter to the author, December 12, 1995. For an article which cites 
Mary as "one of the first four women from the South to be accepted at Vassar College," see the 
Richmond Times-Dispatch, April 16, 1966. See also the guide to the Pappenheim papers at 
Duke University Special Collections, which describes them as the first Southerners to attend 
Vassar. 

38Mrs. Pappenheim commented in a letter that Miss Kelly could not get "the graduate from 
Vassar" to teach at her school. Perhaps she inspired the Poppenheims, or perhaps Miss Kelly was 
inspired by the P.oppenheims to seek that graduate. Mrs. Pappenheim to Mary, September 30, 
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1883, Poppenheim Papers, Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC 
(hereafter cited as USC). Miss Kelly also asked Mary to write to her. Mrs. Pappenheim to Mary, 
October 23, 1882, Duke. 

39Southern schools did not quickly catch up to Northern schools, either. Although in 1915 there 
were 140 women's colleges in the South, only six were considered to be real "colleges" by the 
Southern Association of College Women. Christie Anne Farnham, The Education of the 
Southern Belle· Hiv;her Education and Student Socialization in the Antebellum South, New York, 
New York University Press, 1994, p.11, 112-121, 139, and 185. The Women's College <:i 
Baltimore (1884) and the Randolph Macon of Virginia (1891) would not have been open when 
Mary began her studies, Solomon, p.49. Finally, Milo P. Jewett, founder of Vassar College, had 
established Judson in 1839, and so perhaps was known in the South. See, James Monroe Taylor, 
Before Vassar Opened· A Contribution to the Histmy of the Hiv;her education of Women in 
Am.erjcan, Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 1914, p.89. 

40Horowitz, p.28-29. 

41According to Agnes Rogers' survey, before 1900, parents' influence was the prime factor in the 
decision to attend Vassar. Students mentioned their father five times as often as their mother as 
the person who most influenced their choice, Rogers, p.38. 

42This was despite the fact that in the same letter she told her that a trip abroad had been canceled 
because "Papa's sales for March are $2,000 less than last year." Mrs. Poppenheim to Mary and 
Louisa, March 30, 1889, USC. 

43Mrs. Poppenheim to Mary and Louisa, February 23, 1888, Duke. 

44Quoted in Belinda Bundy Friedman, "Orie Latham Hatcher and the Southern Woman's 
Educational Alliance," ,Ph.D. Dissertation, Duke University, 1981, p.45. I would like to express 
my appreciation to Belinda Gergel for sharing this information with me. Hatcher graduated the 
same year as Mary. In another example, a fellow Charlestonian, John Bennett, noted that his 
daughter's preparation at Ashley Hall, a prestigious academy for girls in Charleston, had not 
sufficiently prepared her for the Dana Hall school in Massachusetts. Mary Crow Anderson, Ed., 
Two Scholarly Friends· The Yates Snowden--John Bennett Correspondence 1902-1932, 
Columbia, University of South Carolina Press, 1993, p.142. 

45Gordon, p.39. 

46Mrs. Poppenheim to Mary and Louisa, January 8, 1887, Duke. 

47Mary to Mr. and Mrs. Poppenheim, December 5, 1882 and February 20, 1883, Duke. 

48Mary to Mrs. Poppenheim, October 17, 1883 and January 24, 1886, Duke. 

49Mary to Mrs. Poppenheim, April 25, 1888, Duke. Horowitz notes that cliques of friends 
played a large role in nominating candidates for class officers, which may have added to Mary's 
distress. p.157. 

50Mrs. Poppenheim to Mary and Louisa, February 23, 1888, Duke. 

SlMary to Mrs. Poppenheim, May 29, 1883, Duke. 

52Louisa to Mrs. Poppenheim, March 10, 1887, Duke. 
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53Mary to Mrs. Poppenhe~m, March 27, 1887, Duke. 

54Mary to Mrs. Poppenheim, February 9, 1888, Duke. 

55Mary to Mrs. Poppenheim, May 8, 1887, Duke. 

56Louisa and Mary often admonished clubwomen to talce their work more seriously throughout 
the pages of the Keystone. See Johnson, "This Wonderful Dream Nation" for examples. 
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57Carroll Smith-Rosenberg, "The Female World of Love and Ritual," in A Heritage of Her Own, 
p.311-339. 

58Lee Virginia Chambers-Schiller, Liberty A Better Husband· Single Women in America· The 
Generation of 1780-1840, New Haven, Yale University Press, 1984, p.127. 

59Mary to Mrs. Poppenheim, March 8, 1886 and Mrs. Poppenheim to Mary and Louisa, March 
11, 1886, Duke. 

60Mary to Louisa, n.d. [1902], Duke. In this instance, Louisa was reporting on the LosAngeles 
Biennial Meeting of the General Federation of Women's Clubs, at which a compromise was 
reached in order to exclude African American women from the Federation. Mary urged Louisa to 
ignore that controversial topic and instead focus on the good that the Federation was achieving, 
enumerating for her what points to stress in her article, which presumably was intended for the 
Keystone. 

61 This number declined to 21 % in the 1930s. Darlene Rebecca Roth, Matronage· Pattems in 
Women's Organizations Atlanta Georgia 1890-1940 Brooklyn, Carlson Publishing Company, 
1994, p.94. Anne Boylan, in her study oforganized women in the North from 1797-1840 also 
found high numbers of family ties, both across generations and among sisters. Anne M. Boylan, 
"Timid Girls, Venerable Widows, and Dignified Matrons: Life Cycle Patterns Among Organized 
Women in New and Boston, 1797-1840," American Quarterly 38 (Spring 1986), p.789. Grace 
and Edith Abbott provide only one of the more well-known examples of sisters who engaged in 
similar reform efforts following time living together at Hull House. Lela B. Costin, Two Sisters 
for Socia! Justice· A Biography ofGrace and Edith Abbott, Champaign-Urbana, University of 
Illinois Press, 1983. 

62Mrs. Poppenheim to Mary, October 23, 1882, Duke. 

63See, for example, Mary to Mrs. Poppenheim, January 12, 1886, Duke. Her fears were made all 
the more real when a fellow student developed a cold and then suddenly died from a hemorrhage. 
See Louisa to Mrs. Poppenheim, March 15, 1889, Duke. 

64Mary to Mrs. Poppenheim, March 8, 1886, Duke . 

65Mrs. Poppenheim to Mary, November 5, 1882, Duke. Mrs. Poppenheim commented that the 
woman was foolish to "enter into conversation with a strange man and cry his wares down in 
public," apparently causing a public scene. 

66Mrs. Poppenheim to Mary, February 6, 1884, Duke. 

67Mary to Louisa, March 10, 1884, Duke. 
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68Many historians of women, including Blair in her exploration of women's clubs, argue that 
expanding women's roles without completely challenging gender conventions, was an important 
stage in the history of feminism. Blair, True Womanhood. For Southern women who were able 
to confront these ideals, see Jacquelyn Hall's excellent study of Jessie Daniel Ames and the 
Association of Southern Women for the Prevention of Lynching, which in the late 1920s and 
1930s was able to see the links between and confront both race and gender ideology in the South. 
Revolt Against Chivahy- Jessie Daniel Ames and the Women's Campaim Against Lynching 
New York, Columbia University, 1979. 

69Mary to Mrs. Poppenheim, September 28, 1884, Duke. 

70Mrs. Poppenheim to Mary, March 18, 1886, Duke. 

71Mrs. Poppenheim to Mary, September 30, 1883, USC, and Mrs. Poppenheim to Mary and 
Louisa, February 14, 1887, Duke. The girl from Richmond may have been Orie Latham Hatcher, 
although she is cited as entering Vassar in 1885, Friedman, p.45. 

72Vassar Yearbook, the Vassarian, 1895. 

73Mary also belonged to the Whist Club and the Senior Parlor Committee. Information on their 
activities at Vassar comes from various letters in the Duke and USC collections, as well as from 
the Vassar College Yearbooks, Hors d'Oeuvre and the Vassarian, 1888-1895. Such involvement 
was typical of many students of that time period. Solomon, p.105. 

74Dorothy A. Plum, The Mamificent Entex:prise· A Chronicle of Vassar College Poughkeepsie, 
New York, Vassar, 1961, p.36. Salmon was also known for her efforts to relax social regulations 
and encourage student self-government, and was a suffragist. See Gordon, p.130-133. 

75Infonnation on Mary and Louisa's various activities, and offices held in these organizations can 
be found throughout the Keystone, as well as in Women's Who's Who of America 1914-1915, 
John Leonard, ed., New York, American Commonwealth Company, 1914, p.653; Mary S. 
Logan, The Part Taken by Women in America!} Histoxy, New York, 1912, p.384-5; and Mary 
and Louisa Poppenheim, Alumnae Surveys, Vassar College. Mary also served as the Ladies' 
Benevolent Society junior superintendent, and superintendent, supervising its visiting nurses 
program. 

76See note above for sources. Mary was initially quite involved in both of these groups, serving 
as Chairman of the Literature Department for the General Federation of Women's Clubs from 1906-
1908, a position which entailed presiding over the Literature Session at the Boston Biennial. She 
also organized the Historical Department of the South Carolina division of the UDC in 1899, 
before becoming president of the state division in 1905 and eventually an honorary life-time 
division president. She did, however, remain involved in women's clubs locally. Louisa, 
although a lifelong member of the UDC, focused principally on women's clubs. Locally, she 
began as president of the Century Club in 1895, and then founded the Charleston City Federation 
in 1900 and served as its president until 1909. She was the second president of the South 
Carolina Federation, in 1902, and then held various chairmanships, never missing an annual 
convention. 

77Miscellaneous clipping, (editorial following the death of Louisa Poppenheim), n.d., SCHS. It 
should be noted that both Mary and Louisa remained single women throughout their lives, which 
enabled them to dedicated their time to these organizations. For a further discussion of their lives 
as single women in the Progressive era, see Johnson, "This Wonderful Dream Nation." 
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18South Carolina Clubwoman, January 6, 1950, p.11, 22. 

79Miscellaneous clipping, ·n.d., SCHS. 
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WHITE CHRISTMAS IN APRIL: NEW REFLECTIONS ON AN OLD WAR 

J. Edward Lee 
H.C. Haynsworth 

Ron Nessen, President Gerald Ford's press secretary, says that as Saigon 
collapsed under the weight of the communist assault on 30 April 1975 our nation's 
media was told that all American military personnel already had been evacuated from 
the capital. In the chaos of the moment, however, Nessen and Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld discovered that eight marines still remained in our embassy, awaiting 
one final helicopter. Rumsfeld told the press secretary that the previous statement 
should be amended and the truth revealed. As Rumsfeld explained to Nessen, too 
many lies and distortions had occurred during America's longest war, and he wished to 
end the United States' involvement in Vietnam with the complete truth. Nessen 
stepped back into the White House briefing room and informed the reporters that 
eight marines still remained and that a helicopter had been dispatched to rescue 
them. 1 

Two years after that last helicopter ferried those marines to safety, Frank 
Snepp, the CIA's former chief strategy analyst in Vietnam, published a troubling book 
entitled Decent Interval. A theme of bitterness flows through Snepp's account of 
the disintegration of Vietnam during the spring of 197 5. He argues that America 
mishandled the evacuation of Saigon and, "as parts of South Vietnam dropped off the 
body of the country like pieces of a disintegrating ice floe," we seemed unable - or 
unwilling - to honor our commitment to those Vietnamese who had stood with us 
during the war. Snepp blames Presidents Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford, Ambassador 
Graham Martin and Secretary of State Henry Kissinger who, by 1975, was 
preoccupied with the constant problems of the Middle East, for this betrayal.2 In his 
book, Snepp says that over 3,000 Vietnamese who had served our various agencies 
and had been assured that they would be saved were left behind. Snepp concludes 
Decent Interval by writing: 

Hopefully, with the passage of time and healing of the 
national trauma inflicted by the war, we will be able to 
give history its due, a complete and unflinching 
retrospective, extending beyond the platitudes and 
recriminations that till now have blinded so many of 
us to what actually happened to Vietnam, and to 
ourselves, in the two years following the Paris peace 
agreement. 3 

It has now been twenty-one years since an ill Ambassador Martin, with the embassy's 
American flag strategically placed under his arm, headed toward one of the last 
helicopters leaving the embassy compound. More than two decades have passed since 
Radio Saigon played Bing Crosby's "White Christmas" as a signal to begin the 
evacuation which codenamed "Frequent Wind." It has been a generation since 
images of frantic Vietnamese civilians, struggling to scale the embassy's fence, flashed 
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across America's television screens. Likewise, it has been nearly twenty years since 
Frank Snepp, in disgust, resigned from the CIA and wrote his book. It has been over 
two years since Preside.nt Bill Clinton lifted the trade embargo with Vietnam which 
came on the heels of the communist victory. It has been nearly a year since, with 
diplomatic relations restored, Secretary of State Warren Christopher visited Hanoi 
and declared an end to "a decade of war and two decades of estrangement." And, two 
months ago, Baskin Robbins opened an ice cream shop in the shadow of the old 
American embassy. Therefore, the time has come, as Frank Snepp wrote in 1977, to 
"give history its due. "4 

Our research into the last days of America's presence in Southeast Asia is not 
nearly as pessimistic, accusatory, narrow, or bitter as that offered in Decent Interval 
which perhaps was written too soon after the communists overran our former ally. 
We, like Snepp, see the duplicity of past government officials and the paralysis of 
Ambassador Martin, who required a direct order from President Ford to evacuate the 
embassy, but we also have documented moments of heroism and courage. The final 
days of South Vietnam were characterized by chaos, tragedy, indecision, confusion 
bitter memories such as Snepp's, but also in April 1975 we saw sacrifice, compassion: 
and a successful mission which saved the lives of more than 50,000 Vietnamese.5 

Haney Howell, CBS News' last Saigon bureau chief, left Vietnam the final 
week of April. He had been there for three years covering what he labels "a civil 
war." Howell recalls a steady "cultural breakdown." As the South Vietnamese army 
evaporated and shed their uniforms, panic struck the country's civilians. His most 
difficult moment was when he had to refuse to take a couple's child along with him on 
CBS' airplane. Howell explains the chaos as "White Christmas" played on the radio 
by observing "no one wanted to be the last person to die in the Vietnam War." 
Looking back on his service in Vietnam, Howell remembers the horror in the 
mother's face as he told her he could not allow her daughter to flee with him. ,And he 
criticizes the media's coverage of the war which included Walter Cronkite's comments 
in the wake of the 1968 Tet offensive that the war was unwinnable. Howell sums up 
his role in the spring of 1975 by identifying himself as "the last bureau chief of the 
network which lost the Vietnam War. 116 

Seventy miles off the coast of Vietnam a human drama was commencing. 
Helicopters designed for a crew of four were carrying as many as fifty Vietnamese 
civilians from the embassy to safety aboard American ships such as the Midway. 
Some of these aircraft were labeled "Air America" to shield their CIA identity. 
According to the Midway's commanding officer, retired Admiral Lawrence Chambers, 
"our crew did things that I didn't think were humanly possible." Working around the 
clock on April 29-30, the sailors emptied each incoming helicopter, searched for 
weapons, provided the dazed civilians with food, comforted the children, and then 
prepared for the next arrivals. When a CIA officer arrived with a pearl-handled 
pistol, which he refused to surrender, a naval officer calmly issued a receipt, 
confiscated the weapon, and tossed it into the South China Sea. The Midway's 
executive officer, Larry Grimes, adds that one "Air America" helicopter contained a 
cargo of Scotch Whiskey. The liquor, like the pearl handled pistol, was tossed 
overboard. 7 

On the day the communists overran Saigon, South Vietnamese Major Bung Ly 
loaded his wife and their five children into a small reconnaissance plane designed to 
seat two passengers. He aimed his plane toward the Midway in a frantic race to 
freedom. The military command structure had evaporated. As Bung Lf explains, 
"no one was left over me." He stresses, "I had to take care of my family." 

Circling the Midway, Bung Ly dropped a note, wrapped around a wrench, 
which read, "Can you move the helicopter to the other side? I can land on your 
runway. Please; rescue me!" At first, there was skepticism as to whether such a feat 
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was possible. But it became obvious that the young husband and father was determined 
to make the attempt regardless of the obvious danger. To try a landing in the ocean 
in an aircraft with a fixed landing gear was hopeless. As Maj. Ly · said in a radio 
communication, his children would have no chance to escape, even if he might have 
been able to do so himself. Captain Chambers hesitated no more. He ordered the rain
soaked flight deck cleared; helicopters worth hundred of thousands of dollars were 
shoved overboard. As the Vietnamese major made his desperate approach, Chambers 
shouted "Clear the deck! Bird Dog on final!" The plane, lacking a tailhook, bounced 
once, screeched to a halt, and then the officer and his family were embraced by the 
cheering crew. The old hands at carrier air operations marveled at his airmanship. 
When asked where he had learned to fly so well, Bung Ly answered with one word 
"Texas."9 

Journalist Haney Howell says that "anyone who had a key to a plane" tried to 
flee the collapsing nation, either aboard helicopters supplied and piloted by our 
government or, as the situation deteriorated, in small planes like the one 
commandeered by Bung Ly. As the swarm of aircraft came in, Midway officer H. C. 
"Toby" Haynsworth explains, "we would get the people out of the helicopters, push 
the empty helicopters over the side and make room for the next flight." He adds, "as 
I watched first scores, then hundreds, and finally thousands of refugees disembark 
from the helicopters, it became clear to me, as it never had been before, that life 
under a communist regime must be a terrible life." 10 

Some of the Vietnamese fled by boat and spent weeks looking for rescue. As 
the Midway lay at anchor off Thailand on loading South Vietnamese F-5 aircraft that 
had been flown there by escaping South Vietnamese pilots, a small broken down 
motor launch loaded to overflowing with frightened Vietnamese approached the 
aircraft carrier. The admiral in command of the task force was reluctant to have 
these pathetic souls brought on board as he had no specific authority to permit it. He 
sent a message to Pearl Harbor asking for instructions. 

Captain Chambers was of another mind. He twisted his ship on its anchor 
chain so that it was in "international waters." He sent his Executive Officer, Capt. 
Larry Grimes to the scene so that he would be able to provide a first hand report of 
the boat's condition. The vessel was in terrible shape. It became obvious that the 
Thai government was not going to let the Vietnamese land in their country and that 
sending the boat back out to sea would likely be a death sentence. Capt. Grimes did 
not wait for a reply to the admiral's message to headquarters. He sent one of his 
officers into the flimsy craft with a fire ax and directed him to chop a hole in the 
hull. As the boat began to fill with water, the frightened refuges were brought on board 
the aircraft carrier. Grimes says, "we purposely scuttled" the boat, saved eighty-four 
lives, and rejoiced because "it was the correct thing to do." The official ship's log is a 
little more discreet; it records," forty foot fishing boat approached Midway with 
eighty-four Vietnamese refugees aboard. Indicating boat was damaged and 
sinking ... repairs attempted. Repair attempts in Vietnamese fishing boat unsuccessful. 
Vessel sank alongside Midway. Refugees taken aboard Midway." 11 

Meanwhile, back in Saigon the last contingent of marines had been evacuated. 
At the studios of Radio Saigon, the jammed controls repeatedly broadcast the 
Vietnamese and American national anthems until communists kicked the door down 
and silenced the tape. At the presidential palace, General Minh, the caretaker leader 
of the South Vietnamese government, prepared to surrender. The editor of the North 
Vietnamese army newspaper, a colonel, drove a tank up to the palace's doors. 
General Minh greeted him by announcing "I have been waiting since early this 
morning to transfer power to you." Tersely, the colonel responded, "There is no 
question of your transferring power. Your power has crumbled. You cannot give up 
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what you do not have. Between Vietnamese, there are no victors and no vanquished. 
Only the Americans have been beaten."12 

In his Vietnam: A History, Stanley Karnow writes that the evacuation "was 
close to miraculous." He lets tells us that the original plan was for "White Christmas" 
to signal an orderly exodus of Americans and South Vietnamese. Buses were to pick 
up the evacuees and transport them to designated helicopter pads, but as the 
communists descended upon Saigon, mobs of hysterical citizens wrecked the plans. 
What occurred was an every-man-for-himself surge whirling in an atmosphere of 
pandemonium. Thus, it is "miraculous" indeed that ships like the Midway, Hancock 
and Coral Sea, brave helicopter pilots running on empty, figuratively and literally, 
courageous pilots like Bung Ly, cooks and supply personnel who provided 6,000 
meals, and sailors who ignored international boundaries could conclude the war with 
such grace under pressure. 

In our judgement, we find the bitter portrait by Frank Snepp and Colonel 
Harry G. Summers, Jr., who has written of the evacuation "It was not a proud day to 
be an American," to be too pessimistic as we survey the events from the vantage 
point of two decades. In a war which cost 3,000,000 Vietnamese lives and an 
additional 58,000 Americans, wrecked a beautiful country, produced atrocities like the 
1968 My Lai Massacre, and scarred our nation psychologically, "Operation Frequent 
Wind" had moments of gallantry which should make us all proud.13 

The evacuation, instead of being viewed as the final chapter of a tragic war, 
can be considered the first episode in what has become, in recent months, a new 
relationship between Vietnam and the United States. Such a healthy and complete re
assessment allows us to finally proceed with laying the foundation for new inquiry 
into the historical lessons we should learn from our Vietnam experience which will 
include an examination of how wars begin - and end. 
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The Boom and Bust of American Silk Culture 

Allan D. Charles 

Silk, in the whole of history prior to the development of synthetic textiles 
occupied a special niche in people's imaginations. Along with sugar and spices, silk 
was one of the main reasons why the mysterious Orient was such a fabulous place to 
Westerners. Silk was smooth, soft, shiny, and luxurious when no other fabric could 
meet such criteria. Truly it was an almost magical material. 

The American experience with silk turned out to be traumatic and has been 
almost forgotten, but the great boom and bust cycle of silk growing in this country 
provides an excellent example of how not to respond to a perceived market situation. 
The apparently inherent American hunger for quick returns over slow but steady 
profits has seldom been better illustrated. To make matters worse, there was never 
any real cooperation between the agricultural producers of raw silk and the industrial 
producers of silk cloth, leading to a disjointed system of state bounties and federal 
protective tariffs. The bounties probably did help in fostering silk growing 
(sericulture), but the tariffs, instead of protecting sericulture, merely hampered silk 
cloth manufacture. 

The growing of silk had been encouraged by the London imperial government 
for the colonies of Virginia, Georgia, and the Carolinas, but silk was unable to 
compete with tobacco and rice as long-term cash crops. By the time of the 
American Revolution silk growing was all but dead in the South. Only in Connecticut, 
where one N. Aspinwall had in 1760 established a mulberry plantation in Mansfield 
and a nursery in New Haven, was there a viable nucleus for sericulture in America.1 

Although the imperial government had maintained a fairly consistent policy 
of paying bounties to colonists for the planting of mulberry trees and the growing of 
cocoons, it had specifically forbidden the actual weaving of silk for the commercial 
market. This was part of the general economic philosophy of mercantilism, 
whereby the colonies were to be perpetual producers of raw materials, while only the 
mother country was to perform the better-rewarded work of industrial production. In 
the colonial period Americans had only been permitted to establish "filatures," places 
where the cocoons could be unwound and the filaments placed on reels. With 
independence, however, many Americans, led by Secretary of the Treasury, 
Alexander Hamilton, looked forward to a dawn of industrialism in the United States, 
and the manufacture of silk sewing thread was high on their list of possibilities. 

Some Americans were aware of the vast size of the European silk industry. In 
Britain tens of thousands worked in silk mills, and in France, where the industry was 
also considerable, Denis Diderot, in his wondrously-detailed encyclopedia published 
just prior to the American Revolution, devoted over two-thirds of a large volume to 
silk making. He presented explicit material and detailed engravings of a formerly 
secret silk mill in Piedmont, Italy, giving perspective views, side views, and top 
views of the complicated spinning or "throwing" machines and looms. Different 
weave patterns were shown as well as the very knots used in securing threads to the 
beams. Italy, France, and Britain held equipment Americans could only dream about, 
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and one can imagine would-be American entrepreneurs turning the pages of the 
encyclopedia and virtually salivating. 2 

• 

Connecticut, in the immediate aftermath of the Revolution, moved in 1784 
to nurture its fledgling silk culture by providing a bounty of ten shillings for every 
hundred mulberry trees kept for three years and offering a three pence per pound 
subsidy for "Raw silk" (probably cocoons). The Aspinwall family had heavily 
lobbied for the statute and by 1790 had access to 50,000 mulberry trees in the New 
Haven area and in the same year displayed a 400 yard piece of silk cloth, cloth 
painstakingly woven on a hand-powered loom.3 

The British, unchallenged world leaders of the Industrial Revolution than in 
full swing, refused to allow the-----export of their state-of-the-art, power-driven 
machinery. It was even forbidden for skilled artisans to emigrate, but textile 
technician Samuel Slater arrived in America in 1789 and in 1790opened a water
powered cotton spinning mill in Pawtucket, Rhode Island--an event in American 
industrial history as legendary as the landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth Rock. 

Cotton spinning frames were not adaptable to the silk industry, but its time 
for transfusion would come. Meanwhile Connecticut Yankees rolled up their 
sleeves and went to work making better hand-powered equipment--machinery 
designed to utilize local raw silk and to manufacture silk goods for presentation 
directly to the consumer. 

There was no doubt that the beginning of modern silk manufacturing in this 
country was suggested by the availability of home-grown silk, silk which was delivered 
to the plant in cocoon form and reeled there on America's first power-driven reels 
before being thrown and then wound into sewing silk to be sold to housewives. 
Success in that simplest of silk manufactures led to making "broad goods" ( cloth at 
least twelve inches wide) and most other silk products. 

America's domestic sericulture, centered in Connecticut, was so productive 
that in 1834 some 61,105 pounds of (presumably reeled) raw silk was exported to 
Britain. The following year only 27,236 pounds went there--not a large proportion 
of the over four and one-third million pounds annually absorbed by the large British 
silk industry, but a contribution that American manufacturers were becoming loath to 
tolerate. Silk growers in the United States were protected until 1857 with a fairly 
sizable tariff on imported raw silk, whereas silk manufacturers enjoyed comparatively 
little protection prior to the Civil War.4 

As the infant industry struggled to its feet, it not only began to absorb the 
entire domestic supply of raw silk but by the 1830s was placing expensive orders on 
the world market. New England alone had half a dozen silk mills by that time, and 
they were probably all power-driven. Samuel Whitmarsh, owner of the one at 
Northampton, Massachusetts, on the Connecticut River, complained in 1838, in a 
book published at his own expense the following year, that "there is not yet silk 
enough raised in this country. We have power looms for ribbons" and could produce 
4000 yards per day up to four inches in width if well supplied. Another silk factory 
was under construction in the town and "will require from 200 to 600 pounds per 
week, which must at present be imported." Presumably due to French expertise with 
complicated Jacquard looms, Whitmarsh admitted that America could not compete 
"on the score of taste in design in the fancy trade ... But in the plain articles of silk 
manufacture, we can compete with Europe ... but not from imported silk. "5 

European silk was expensive, and the less expensive Chinese silk had high 
shipping costs, and all imported raw silk was subject to import duty. Whitmarsh's call 
was echoed by other silk manufacturers. As early as 1833 J. H. Cobb's mill at Dedham 
used annually only twenty-five pounds of American silk as compared with one 
thousand pounds of Chinese silk. The latter product was poor quality "country silk" 
and had to be re-reeled for use on power-driven equipment. 6 
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Silk associations began to be formed to meet the problem. Composed of both 
culturists and manufacturers, their chief concerns were the quality and quantity of 
American raw silk. The Hartford County Silk Society was established, probably in the 
early 1830s, and began publishing in newspaper format The Silk Culturist and 
Farmer's Manual in April, 1835, full of all kinds of information and advice for silk 
producers and encouragement for would-be producers. Older instruction booklets were 
then superseded by these and a dozen other works. Never in the history of America 
and perhaps the entire world had such an avalanche of material on sericulture 
appeared. It was decided that American cocoons were of excellent quality but that 
reeling was merely adequate and could stand improvement. To insure proper and 
uniform reeling, a national silk convention meeting in Baltimore in 1838 
recommended the Piedmontese reel "or one combining the principles thereof."' 

Above all, however, the silk associations and publications addressed 
themselves to quantity. There had to be greater production of raw silk. The call 
went out, A Manual of the Mulberry by J. H. Cobb, for instance, going through four 
editions, and by 1837 a severe economic recession left many farmers in a mood to 
try a new crop. Furthermore, according to the glowing accounts, silkworms would 
yield great profits with comparatively little labor. Midwestern grain farmers (in the 
old Northwest) were not terribly impressed, and southern cotton planters were even 
less so, but New Englanders and others in the Northeast needed a staple crop, a cash 
crop. 

What-happened next was one of the most bizarre episodes in the history of 
American agriculture. It was known as the "Great multicaulis speculation" and was 
fueled by the arrival in America in the late 1820s of the so-called "Chinese 
mulberry"--Morus multicaulis--actually a hybrid, and easily identified as such by 
contemporary description as "an accidental variety" whose "seed does not often 
produce the same kind. 118 

While hybridization may sometimes yield more vigorous and hardy plants, in 
the case of multicaulis the tree was more vigorous but less hardy, and that contributed 
to the undoing not only of the multicaulis but of sericulture in America. Like the fig 
tree, multicaulis could only survive the northern winter by growing back from its 
roots each spring. 

The multicaulis, flourishing in the warmth and humidity of southeastern Asia, 
was carried from Canton to Manila and from there the French brought it to Europe 
and America in the mid 1820s.9 Allegedly the first multicaulis in the United States 
was planted at Baltimore in 1826 by Gideon Smith, who found that the tree could be 
quite easily layered and would send up numerous shoots. Smith and the 
aforementioned Samuel Whitmarsh of Massachusetts became great promoters of the 
trees, as did Dr. Felix Pascalis of New York City who set out a multicaulis "in an old 
churchyard that faced on Cedar Street." Slips from that tree were planted up and 
down the east coast and as far west as Ohio. 10 

By 1835 the volume I number one issue of Connecticut's Silk Culturist and 
Farmer's Manual rhapsodized: "The same weight of [multicaulis] foliage is considered 
nearly double the value of the weight of [ordinary] mulberry. The leaves are very 
large ... about 10 by 8 inches. The trees die back in winter, but as they get bigger, the 
amount of die back is less." 11 A year later another issue of the Silk Culturist proudly 
stated that in the state of Connecticut "people are every where planting the mulberry 
tree, either for the purpose of cultivating the silk worm themselves, or for selling 
trees to those engaged in the culture."12 

By the fall of 1835 Pennsylvania's Franklin Institute was offering silver 
medals for the best silk produced in four different categories: vestings, plush, sewing 
silk, and printed silk. There seemed no way to satisfy the demand for silk goods.13 

Connecticut's Silk Culturist was sold by 183 7 in no fewer than thirteen states 
and Washing~on, D.C. Its editor, Judge F. G. Comstock of Hartford County, was so. 
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inundated with inquiries and requests that in 1835 and in 1839 he published a hundred 
page Practical Treatise on the Culture of Silk. 14 

A Mr. Jerome of Princeton, New Jersey, was reported to liave "a million 
multicaulis trees growing in 1838." At about the same time in Newton 
Massachusetts, William Kendrick was said to have "100,000 healthy trees."1

~ 

Interestingly, Kendrick was the author of The American Silk Grower's Guide (1839) 
in which he recommended not only the "new" multicaulis but preceded it with a 
recommendation for the Morus alba, the traditional and dependable white mulberry.16 

Despite such relative caution on the part of at least one nurseryman, the 
multicaulis mania spread. It was agreed that Canada was too cold for the tree, but 
Vermont put a bounty of ten cents on every pound of cocoons, while the state of 
Maine offered five cents. Massachusetts held out two dollars a pound for reeled silk. 
Connecticut paid fifty cents on reeled silk and pledged a dollar bounty on every one 
hundred mulberry trees maintained for five years. 17 

As early as 1832 a plantation of ten thousand multicaulis was established in 
Dunbarton, New Hampshire. Daniel Webster, famous orator and U. S. senator, set 
out five thousand of the new trees on his production of cocoons seemed to be 
declining. All through the decade of the 1830s the multicaulis mania spread and 
persisted. A great day of profits would be forthcoming when a mysterious army of 
sericulturists would suddenly appear to buy up all the trees. 

Four silk growers' associations were formed in New York state, while New 
York City's-American Institute joined Philadelphia's Franklin Institute in pushing 
sericulture. Five interstate silk "societies" got on the bandwagon, including the 
American Silk Society of Baltimore and the United States Silk Society of 
Washington, D.C. 18 

Mulberry speculation had actually begun even before the spread of the 
vaunted multicaulis. One of the oldest state growers' associations was the Delaware 
Silk Society, incorporated in 1826 at the request of 104 influential citizens. The 
incorporation legislation also named nine silk "commissioners" three from each of 
the state's three counties. When sericulture still failed to flourish over the next three 
years, the Delaware legislature attempted in 1829 to stimulate that form of husbandry 
by providing that all new land devoted to the white mulberry should be tax free. 
Multicaulis had yet to make an impact, as only the traditional white mulberry was 
mentioned. As an additional incentive, anyone who planted and maintained two 
hundred white mulberries for five years should receive a five dollar silver medal, a 
generous prize in an era when the average American worker's salary was around $200 
per year. Such a medal was awarded to one Jehu Reed in 1836 for raising over 8000 
trees. 

Unfortunately there were not enough worms to eat all the leaves, and in 1837 
the Delaware government began paying a ten cents per pound bounty for cocoons 
produced in the state. That was one small state's attempt to head off the popular 
tendency to raise trees while avoiding actual sericulture. In 1839 Delaware raised the 
offer to fifteen cents per pound of cocoons with an additional half dollar per pound 
of reeled silk. 19 

Some people even refused to go so far as to do actual tree planting. As the 
multicaulis mania itself swept Delaware, no fewer than four more silk companies were 
formed between 1837 and 1839, and money from wealthy urban investors poured in 
to finance even more tree speculation. An instance was recorded of seven acres of 
cuttings, ready to be set out, which were sold for $7500. Someone took them off the 
purchaser's hands for $10,000 and resold them for $12,000. The new owner was able 
to sell for $15,000 to a man who let the trees go for $18,000. The final purchaser, 
who doubtlessly also had no intention of being the one who actually removed the 
trees from their cutting bed, was left holding the bag when the market collapsed. 
That investor walked away from the trees, which never were actually set out. 
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Publications vainly adjured farmers to pay attention to raising worms and to avoid 
mindless multicaulis speculation, the Delaware Register and Farmers Magazine 
conjuring up in 1838 th~ memory of the Great South Sea Bubble of 1720.26 

Nineteenth century silk historian William Wyckoff also likened the 
multicaulis speculation to the South Sea Bubble. Agribusiness "silk corporations" had 
been formed to cash in on multicaulis, but the fall of 1839 saw the crash come. 
Invested capital disappeared; the corporations disappeared; individual farmers felt 
cheated out of their savings. "Twigs which had been worth their weight in gold could 
not be sold for ten cents per hundred. "21 

Americans' gold rush mentality had diverted too much capital and acreage 
into an infant or adolescent enterprise that was .not ready to receive. it, and too many 
people seemed to have abandoned actual senculture for the ultimately disastrous 
speculation in multicaulis sprouts. Later silk manufacturers blamed the crash on the 
"sudden infatuation" with the multicaulis and went on to condemn the tree as 
unworthy to replace the traditional white mulberry and undeserving of the "superior 
qualities claimed for it." Almost certainly, it was not the unworthiness of the tree but 
the excessive speculation in it that caused the crash. At the time of the bursting of 
the bubble, multicaulis trees were flourishing in numerous states of the union. The 
"severe winter [that] killed most of the trees" came only after the crash had already 
occurred,22 and even that event was described by silk authority Wyckoff as a "severe 
blight," not a bad winter.23 Multicaulis proponents had always maintained: 

It was formerly doubted whether the morns multicaulis 
could be acclimated in the northern and middle states, 
but late experiments have satisfactorily proved that 
by cutting down the shoots in autumn, the roots will 
endure the coldest winters and send up a new growth ... 
in the spring, and produce an abundant crop of foliage.24 

Another stated that winter die back was no problem and that the trees should 
be cut back to a stump in the fall, as "shoots of the first year's growth, from old 
roots, will produce more foliage to the acre than they will if permitted to assume the 
size of a standard tree. "25 

It was doubtful that there was any real wintering-over problem -- at least from 
Connecticut south -- and new sprouts could be set out in case of occasional root kill. 
A problem may have been that farmers could not really believe in the economic 
utility of a tree which died back to its roots every winter (in the upper states) or even 
every few winters (in the middle states). 

Wyckoff stated that by 1838-39 people were so busy speculating in 
multicaulis that the production of cocoons declined. CaEital was diverted from- silk 
production, and silk mills faced shortages of raw material. 6 

Farmers then over-reacted to their "betrayal" by multicaulis and "the madness 
of pianting ... was exceeded by the madness with which the trees were uprooted and 
destroyed. Our fathers ... tore them up, carted them out, burned and killed every root 
or sprout they could find. In regions where multicaulis covered acre after acre for 
miles, there is not now [1873] a tree to be found."27 

In the fateful fall of 1839 Governor William H. Seward of New York 
corresponded with the governor of Kentucky and with the American Institute at New 
York City regarding the ridiculous speculation and losses in multicaulis trees. He 
proclaimed the multicaulis unworthy of the praise that had been heaped upon it and 
condemned speculation which had boosted the prices of year-old sprigs to one or two 
dollars apiece only to see them plummet to a cent or two each. He urged a return to 
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sanity and to the white mulberry, citing lengthy testimony from various ~roducers, 
and he had his remarks and the testimony published by the state legislature. 2 

Despite encouragement from governments and industry, sericulture in 
America never again rose to any significance after the multicaulis mania. State 
government bounties and continued tariff protection by the federal government 
availed nothing after so many farmers had gotten "burned" in their attempt to cash in 
quickly on an agricultural enterprise. Expecting a miracle, disappointed country folk 
were never again persuaded to adopt sericulture. 

By 1844 silk raising was all but extinct in the coastal states. It managed to 
survive longer in the interior as a handicraft industry due to poor transportation and 
consequent lack of foreign competition with locally-raised and hand-woven silks.29 

The state of Missouri, for instance, climbed on the bandwagon just before it 
crashed. The Missouri Silk Company was incorporated in 1839 at St. Louis, center of 
that state's multicaulis speculation. Women were blamed for exacerbating the mania, 
as it was said that "agriculturalists in the neighborhood ·of St. Louis, and throughout 
the contiguous counties, to the almost total neglect of their usual crops, commenced 
raising, in the greatest abundance, that tree ... [and] won by the easy way and novel 
idea of realizing a fortune, the fair sex took the matter in hand, and by their 
colloquial speculations, contributed still more to swell the current of public opinion in 
the direction in which it already flowed. 1130 

The state of Michigan, however, bucked the trend entirely. It had its own 
private multicaulis mania from 1840 to 1843, after the 1839 crash had wiped out east 
coast speculators. Word of the 1839 collapse "was either minimized or explained 
away." Centered in the southeastern part of the state, the Michigan multicaulis 
raisers reported no difficulty with winterkill, however, and the tree apparently 
survived quite well in that fairly cold part of America. Unfortunately, there as 
elsewhere no real market for mulberry leaves emerged. 31 

The demise of sericulture in America was sudden and almost total. It 
ultimately died out in most places even as a handicraft industry. By the twentieth 
century the historical memory of silk raising was consigned, even by agricultural 
historians, to mere footnotes, while general historians seldom paid it even that much 
attention. The very fact that thousands of Americans, white and black, from 1607 
to 1840, had devoted much of their lives to it was virtually forgotten. Sericulture 
never rose again after the multicaulis fiasco, evidently because a newly-industrializing 
America found the raising of silkworks simply too labor intensive. 

The agricultural process of producing raw silk, whether from the traditional 
white mulberry or from the later and overly-promoted multicaulis, was and remains a 
painstaking endeavor. Similarly, the actual weaving of silk thread into cloth has 
always been more difficult, time-consuming, and labor intensive than other textile 
operations. The author has personally investigated the silk industry in Lyon, France, 
probably Europe's greatest surviving silk center, and has concluded that the European 
ability, probably driven by necessity, of making a lot out of little has definitely 
contributed to the longevity of the industry in France. A heavily-populated 
continent with a fairly small resource base learns to adapt to labor-intensive, delicate 
operations. Switzerland's great fame in precision instruments is an outstanding 
example. 

Similarly China, with many bands and few resources, is once again the center 
of the world's silk industry, but the United States, by contrast, has always been labor 
poor while land and resource rich. Thus silk enthusiast Susan Minns could write silk's 
obituary in 1929: "The verdict was that silk raising was not suited to the genius of 
the American people. "32 
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MINUTES OF THE MARCH 2, 1996 SCHA MEETING 

The sixty-sixth annual meeting of the South Carolina Historical Association 
convened at Spartanburg Methodist College in Spartanburg on March 2, 1996. An 
estimated 85 members and guests showed ~p fo~ the ~ay-long meetin~ on a pleasant 
March day. Following the 9:00 a.m. reg1strat1on, mformal gathenng, coffee and 
pastries in the Burgess Library center, members assembled in respective presentation 
rooms in the Walker Building for morning paper sessions which began at 9:30 a.m. 

Session I-A, entitled Evaluating Labor Patterns: Slaves, Serfs, and Laborers, was 
chaired by Joel Cleland of Lander University and featured papers on "A Study of the 
Role of Serfdom and Absolutism in the Causes of Eastern European Backwardness" by 
Joyce Ann Wood of Anderson College and "Slaves or Labourers: Revisiting the 1852 
Debate Between Sir Arthur Helps and the 'Carolinian' (Edward J. Pringle)" by Stephen 
Keck of the College of Charleston. Richard Bodeck of the College of Charleston 
served as paper commentator. 

Session I-B, entitled Comparing Cultures: Prescriptions on Women and the Family, 
was chaired by Norman Raiford of Greenville Technical College. Michael Morris of 
USC-Aiken presented "Pale Devils and Dark Angels: Gender, Cultural Instruction and 
Native American Women of the Southeast." David Hess of USC-Spartanburg gave 
the second paper in this session, "A Comparison of Various Aspects of Family .. Life in 
Colonial New England with that of China's Scholar-Gentry Class in the 17th and 18th 
Century." Commentator was Betty E. Owens also of Greenville Technical College. 

After a refreshment break, members reassembled for the second session of morning 
papers which began at 11 :00. 

Session II-A, Recording South Carolina's Past, was chaired by Shirley Hickson; North 
Greenville College and had three presentations. Calvin Smith of USC-Aiken offered 
"Demonstrating Historical Versatility: David Duncan Wallace and the Graniteville 
Centennial Pageant;" Donald Beagle of the Charleston County Library gave 
comments with demonstration regarding "Putting the Lowcountry on the World 
Wide Web;" and Dale Harter, USC-Columbia, presented "For the Love of Books: 
Richard T. Greener, "University Librarian." Commentator on these presentations 
was Bernard Powers, College of Charleston. 

Session II-B, chaired by George Fain of Spartanburg High School, was entitled 
Challenging Southern Gender Traditions. It featured papers by Fritz Hamer of the 
South Carolina State Museum on "Could Charleston Be Changed? Changing Gender 
(but not Racial) Roles in World War II" and by Joan Marie Johnson, UCLA, on 
"Sisters of the South: Louisa and Mary Poppenheim and the Southern Clubwoman. '' 
Tracey Revels of Wofford College was commentator. 

Following Session II, members participated in a Poster Session at 
the Burgess Student Center on methods and techniques in doing and 
teaching history until convening for lunch at 1 :00 p.m. 

At 1 :00, the members assembled in the President's Dining Suite, Burgess Student 
Center for lunch, speaker, and annual business meeting. Spartanburg Methodist 
College President, George D. Fields, Jr., greeted the SCHA and welcomed its members 
to Spartanburg. Peter Becker, SCHA President, then called the business meeting to 
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order. He presented the slate of officers recommended by the nominating committee 
for the coming year: President, Amy McCandless; Vice-Preside~t, Terry Helsey; 
Treasurer, William Brockington; Secretary, Calvin Smith; Members of the Executive 
Board at Large, Edward Lee, Catherine Cann, and Fritz Hamer. Upon hearing no 
nominations from the floor, the slate was approved as presented. 

President Becker then called for reports from other officers. Treasurer Bill 
Brockington presented his report, attached to the February Newsletter, and noted 
that there were 128 paid members, including 8 life members, at this point. Secretary 
Calvin Smith then reminded members to please send items for the May Newsletter. 
The editor of the Proceedings, reminded the presenters to send copies of their papers 
to him at the Fireproof Building in Charleston for consideration for the 1997 
Proceedings. 

Peter Becker next introduced the Luncheon Speaker, Susan Barron, who gave "A 
Walk Through Art History: From Michelangelo to Matisse" via slides and 
commentary for the members edification. 

Upon conclusion of Speaker Barron's presentation, President Becker made the 
following announcement. Prizes for the best articles in the 1995 and 1996 
Proceedings will be awarded at the 1997 meeting which will be held in Columbia. 
Precise location to be announced later. He also recognized life member, Wilma 
Waites, recently presented an honorary degree by Clemson and also given a National 
Distinguished Historian Award by the National Archives. 

President Becker then turned the symbolic gavel over to Amy McCandless, incoming 
President of the SCHA, who recognized individuals with special announcements to 
make. Selden Smith announced that Bob Hertzstein had been named president of the 
European Section of the Southern Historical Association and would welcome member 
applications. Alan Stokes announced the Lewis P. Jones Summer Research 
Fellowships at the South Caroliniana to begin in the summer of 1997. Applications 
will be accepted at the South Caroliniana Library through December, 1996. 

President McCandless then reminded members to reassemble at the locales designated 
for the 3:00 p.m. paper sessions in the Walker Building before adjourning the 1996 
business meeting. 

Session III-A, entitled Revisiting and Reinterpreting the Past, was chaired by Marie 
Ferrera Hollings, City of Charleston. Jeremy Telman, College of Charleston, 
presented "The Past that Will Not Pass and the Past as Present: Remembering War 
and Persecution in Germany and the U.S. South." Edward Lee and Toby Haynsworth, 
Winthrop University, gave "White Christmas in April: New Reflections on an Old 
War." Both Lili Hirsch Krakowski, College of Charleston, and Marvin Cann, Lander 
University, served as commentators. 

Session III-B, Examining Antebellum Institutions: Political. Religious. and 
Economic, was chaired by Susan L. King, City of Charleston, and had three 
presenters. Ed Watson of The Citadel/University of Charleston presented "Ballot 
Box and 
Ballroom: The Social and Political Transformation of Charleston's Antebellum 
Volunteer Militia." Michael Knutson, also of The CitadeVUniversity of Charleston, 
gave a paper on "Beaufort's 
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Revival, Evangelicalism, and the Episcopal Church." And, Allen Charles, USC 
Union, presented "The Boom and Bust of American Silk Culture." Commentator 
William Steirer, Clems~n University, provided precise remarks on the papers. 

Following the afternoon sessions, the sixty-sixth annual meeting then concluded with 
an enjoyable reception at the President's House hosted by Spartanburg Methodist 
President, George Fields. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Calvin Smith, Secretary 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 1996 
South Carolina Historical Associati9n 
-------------------· READY ASSETS AND EXPENDITURES 

CHECKING ACCOUNT: 

112 

Balance, December 31, 1995 ------------------------
$1419. 82 

Deposits, January 1 - December 31, 1996: 
Individual Memberships, SCHA Annual Meeting 
Fees, Departmental Memberships, Library 

Memberships, From Hollis Prize Account ----------
$3865. 87 

Total ----------------------------------------------
$5285.69 

EXPENDITURES, January 1 - December 31, 1996: 
Luncheon-------------------------------- $ 897.45 
Speaker --------------------------------- $ 250.00 
Lost Deposit by US Mail ----------------- $ 107.46 

Printing Cost of the PROCEEDINGS--------$ 0.00 
Postage & Mailing----------------------- $ 292.00 
Safety Deposit Box---------------------- $ 15.57 
Special Editor for the PROCEEDINGS------$ 125.00 
Office Materials ------------------------ $ 42.19 
Total ----------------------------------------------

$1729.67 

Total Checking Balance, December 31, 1996 ------------
$3556 .02 

OTHER ASSETS 

GENERAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT: 
Carolina First Savings -------------------- $1200.41 
Carolina First CD------------------------- 4224.61 
Total General Savings --------------------- 5425.02 
Net Increase from 1995 -------------------- $ 255.90 

PROCEEDINGS PUBLICATION ENDOWMENT FUND: 
Nationsbank CD---------------------------- $2879.70 
Nationsbank CD---------------------------- \1715.06 
Total Endowment Fund---------------------- 4594.76 
Net Increase from 1995 -------------------- $ 217.34 

HOLLIS PRIZE ACCOUNT: 
Carolina First CD------------------------- i2112.31 
Net Decrease from 1995 -------------------- 3.26 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Jr. 

31, 1996 
--------

William S. Brockington, 

Treasurer, SCHA, December 

Notes: While the financial status of the SCHA is excellent, 
please note that there were no publishing costs in 1996. 
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This was because the PROCEEDINGS was not published. under 
the emergency editorship of Dr. Michael Morris of USCA, 1996 
is now at the printers. The lost deposit listed under 
expenditures wa·s due to the US Mail. I have requested 
reissued checks to restore the missing deposit. The Hollis 
Prize account was debited $115. 57 as a reimbursement to the 
general funds for the 1995 Prizes. A new CD of $2000 earned 
$112. 31 in 1996. 
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