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The South Carolina State Library 
will host the annual 2017 May Hill 
Arbuthnot Lecture featuring award-
winning author Jacqueline Woodson 
on April 1, 2017 at the University of 
South Carolina Darla Moore School 
of Business.

 Each year, the Arbuthnot 
Lecture features an individual of 
distinction in the field of children’s 
literature who is chosen to write 
and deliver a lecture that will make 
a significant scholarly contribution 
to the field of children’s literature. 
Tickets for the lecture are available 
on Arbuthnot2017.org. 

Woodson will present “What 
Gets Left Behind: Stories from the 
Great Migration.” From the early 
1900s until the mid-1970s, more 
than 6 million African Americans 
moved from the rural South to 
northern cities. The movement 
became known as the Great 
Migration. Woodson’s mother and 
grandmother were among them. Her 
book, This is the Rope, uses a rope 
to frame a compelling story of one 
such journey of a family adapting to 
change as they hold on to the past 

and embrace the future. In the notes, 
she writes, “The rope we brought to 
this ‘new country’ was hope.” 

Woodson’s works, which have 
won many awards, examine a 
variety of often challenging topics, 
such as race or sexual orientation 
in a direct manner. Arbuthnot 
Committee Chair Ellen Hunter 
Ruffin said Woodson was selected 
to speak because of her willingness 
to confront the challenging issues 
affecting the youth of today. 

To find out more information 
on the event, please contact State 
Library Public Information Specialist 
Sean Gruber.
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The South Carolina State 
Library is proud to announce that 
award-winning authors/illustrators 
Rita Williams-Garcia and 
Sophie Blackall will be featured 
at StoryfestSC 2017-the state’s 
summer reading kick-off event!

StoryfestSC, which will be 
held on June 3 from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., exposes families to children’s 
authors and the art of storytelling 
to foster an excitement for reading. 
StoryfestSC will be held at the SC 
State Museum and is free to the 

public. All South Carolina libraries 
participate in a coordinated 
summer reading program and 
this year’s theme is “Build a Better 
World.”

Events include presentations 
and book signings by each author, 
a Readers’ Theater, storytelling for 
all ages, crafts, face painting, and 
visits from literacy friends Cocky 
& the Clemson Tiger.

To learn more, visit the 
StoryfestSC website.

Rita Williams-Garcia is the 
New York Times bestselling 
author of novels for young adults 
and middle grade readers.  Her 
most recent titles are Gone Crazy 
in Alabama, P.S. Be Eleven, 
One Crazy Summer, and the 
forthcoming Clayton Byrd Goes 
Underground.  She is the author of 
two picture books, and her short 
stories and essays have appeared in 
numerous anthologies.  

She is a three-time winner 
for the Coretta Scott King 
Author Award and a two-time 
National Book Award Finalist. 
Ms. Williams-Garcia served on 
the faculty at the VCFA MFA in 
Writing for Children program and 
she resides in Jamaica, Queens, 
New York with her husband.  

Rita 
Williams-Garcia Sophie Blackall has illustrated 

over 30 books for children, 
including the New York Times 
best selling series, Ivy and Bean 
and most recently, The Witches of 
Benevento with John Bemelmans 
Marciano. 

She won the 2016 Caldecott 
medal for her book Finding Winnie 
and has received four New York 
Times Best Picture Book Awards. 

Originally from Australia, she 
lives in New York and shares a 
studio in an old garment factory 
in Brooklyn with four other 
illustrators and teetering piles of 
books.

Sophie Blackall

Author Rita Williams-Garcia and Illustrator 
Sophie Blackall to attend StoryfestSC 

http://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/storyfestsc
http://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/storyfestsc
http://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/storyfestsc


3More Newsletter

The South Carolina State 
Library is pleased to offer two 
popular grants research and 
proposal writing classes: 

Grants Research: Finding 
a Funder for Your Nonprofit 
Organization.  This class 
helps individuals working with 
nonprofit organizations locate 
information on grants available 
from private foundations and 
corporations using the South 
Carolina State Library’s electronic 
and print resources.  Sessions run 
from 10:00 a.m. to noon and are 
offered on two different dates:  
Friday, March 10, and Thursday, 
April 27.

Proposal Writing Basics. 
This class will focus on what 
needs to be included in all your 
grant proposals.  Sessions run 
from 10:00 a.m. to noon and are 
offered on two different dates:  
Thursday, March 30,  and Friday, 
May 19.

Both classes will be held at 
the South Carolina State Library, 
1500 Senate Street, Columbia and 
are free; however, registration is 
required.  For more information, 
please contact Dawn Mullin, 
Information Services Librarian at 
803-737-3762.

State Library 
hosting grants 
research, 
proposal 
writing classes

This month’s selection 
from the South Carolina 
State Library’s rare book 
collection features the prints 
of Elizabeth O’Neill Verner, 
a famous twentieth century 
artist with an eye for the 
grandeur of Low Country.

Prints and Impressions 
of Charleston, published 
in 1939, is comprised 
of 48 etchings depicting 
elements of regional South 
Carolina life. Famous City 
of Charleston landmarks, 
natural landscapes and 
simple depictions of everyday 
Carolina life are all included 
in this collection of black-
and-white images.

In Verner’s lengthy 
introduction to the book, 
she argues that a dark, tragic 
mood overshadowed Low 
Country life. She argued 
that the whole region was 
defined by sadness, and this 
mournfulness frequently 
looms large in her work. 

Sometimes her etchings 
almost assume a Gothic 
quality: large Cypress tree 
stands, dark alleyways and 
lonely farmlands are frequent 
motifs in the collection’s 
pages.

Visitors may request to 
view this book by contacting 
Amanda Stone, Manager of 
Collections and Digitization 
at 803-734-4816.

From Our Collection: 
Prints and Impressions 
of Charleston
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State Library 
launches 
‘Young Minds 
Dreaming’ 
poetry contest

As part of this year’s May 
Hill Arbuthnot Lecture event, 
the South Carolina State Library 
is organizing a poetry contest 
for South Carolina students in 
grades 3-12.

First, Second and Third 
Place winners will be selected 
for the following groups: Grades 
3-5, Grades 6-8, and Grades 
9-12. Winners and their families 
will be invited to the State 
Library on April 1 to read their 
poems, and have an opportunity 
to meet Jacqueline Woodson, 
this year’s Arbuthnot Lecturer.

Additionally, teachers who 
are able to verify all students in 
a class have submitted poetry, 
may use the verification form 
linked on the webpage for a 
chance to receive a classroom 
set of books. One set per age 
grouping will be made available.

For more details and 
submission guidelines please 
visit our contest page. For 
other questions, please contact 
SCSL Learning Experiences 
Coordinator Pamela Hoppock 
at (803) 734-8646.

Join us at the South Carolina 
State Library on February 23 as 
we host the “Self-Publishing with 
Self-e” learning session!

Attendees will learn how to 
upload publications to Self-e, a 
statewide online self-publishing 
platform provided by the South 
Carolina State Library. Attendees 
will also review the IndieSC 
catalog of self-published books 
and learn about issues regarding 
copyright, using illustrators, 
publication formatting, and more.

To find out more information 
on the event, please contact SCSL 
Communications Director Curtis 
Rogers or Public Information 
Specialist Sean Gruber.

To register, please visit our 
events calendar.

SC State Library to host 
Self-e learning session
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WHEN:  
Feburary 23 
9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  

WHERE: 
South Carolina 
State Library,1500 
Senate Street, 
Columbia, SC  

COST: Free, but 
registration required

http://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/arbuthnot
http://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/arbuthnot
http://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/poetry-contest
http://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/poetry-contest
mailto:phoppock%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=
mailto:crogers%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=
mailto:crogers%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=
mailto:sgruber%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=
http://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/event/3026555
http://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/event/3026555
http://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/event/3026555
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Leesa Aiken, Director of the South 
Carolina State Library.

It is hard to believe that it has 
only been a few weeks since we 
saw a changing of leadership at 
our highest political levels with 
the election of a new President, 
new Members of Congress, new 
members of the South Carolina 
General Assembly, and some local 
officials. This election season 
seems to have more controversy 
than previous elections with 
phrases like “fake news” and 
“alternative facts” being thrown 
around daily. 

Regardless of where we stand 
on a political level, we all want 
access to accurate information 
that can be trusted so that we can 
make informed decisions about 
our leaders, how policies impact 
us, and are able to sift through the 
barrage of information that we 
receive daily. 

The public library is a great 
place to seek guidance on where to 
find information that is unbiased, 
and accurate so that you can be 
sure that the information you are 
basing your decisions on is correct. 

Many people use search 
engines like Google, Bing, and 
Yahoo! to do research, which 
is fine. However, how you use 
these sites can determine the 
type and quality of resources 
that are returned back to you. 
Did you know that the results 
that you receive from an online 

query are placed in a hierarchy 
which generally starts with sites 
that have paid to be at the top of 
the results, followed by the most 
used resources which are not 
necessarily the most accurate? 
Being a thoughtful researcher will 
return results that are unbiased 
and accurate, and that you will feel 
comfortable using.

When researching, consider 
the source of the information. Is 
the information skewed to favor 
one side of a debate, argument, or 
candidate? Read the entire article 
so that you have an understanding 
of the completeness. Sometimes, 
a salacious headline can be used 
to draw a reader in but, the actual 
content of the article leads the 
reader on a completely different 
path. Look for supporting 
sources for articles and check the 
credibility of the author. Ask a 
librarian if you aren’t sure how to 
get started with evaluating sources. 

As a South Carolinian, 
you have access to electronic 
resources that are complete, 
accurate, and have been vetted 
through the South Carolina State 
Library’s website. These resources 
include access to articles from 
over 600 U.S. and over 20 S.C. 
newspapers through NewsBank; 
legal publications through the 
South Carolina Bar; statistical 
information through the U.S. 
Census Bureau; information about 
federal agencies through USA.
gov; and Discus, South Carolina’s 

A Note from the State 
Library Agency Director

virtual library. 
Discus provides access to: 

Newspaper Source Plus, the 
latest news both nationally and 
internationally; Newswire, access 
to news from the Associated 
Press, United Press International, 
CNN Wire, and others; Opposing 
Viewpoints in Context and Points 
of View, both of which provide 
articles which present multiple sides 
of an issue and many other valuable 
resources. 

We are in the process of 
developing a more comprehensive 
civic engagement program that will 
roll out this spring and will detail 
the functions and responsibilities 
of local, state, and the National 
government. Being an informed 
citizen is empowering, helps us to 
develop our opinions, and allows us 
to feel in control of our choices both 
in candidates and in the resources 
that we use so that we can be sure 
our news isn’t fake and our facts are 
realities.

http://www.statelibrary.sc.gov
http://www.statelibrary.sc.gov
http://scdiscus.org/
http://scdiscus.org/
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