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Join us on Friday, February 3, 
2017 for a photography exhibit and 
talk from the legendary photographer, 
publisher, inventor, and author 
Cecil Williams. This exhibit, titled 
Unforgettable: Celebrating a Time of 
Life, Hope and Bravery, showcases 
a prelude to Williams’ newest 
publication, Unforgettable. The 
collection of forty images provides a 
rare glimpse of events, portraits, and 
moments of significant social change 
during the 1950s through the 1970s. 

The talk begins at 6:00 p.m., doors 
open at 5 p.m. Light refreshments will 
be served. The exhibit will remain 
open to February 28, 2017.

To register or learn more visit the 
event page.

Later in Feburary the SCSL will 
host My Voice Is..., a spoken word 
event celebrating Black History 
Month, which will be held on Friday, 
February 17 at 6:00 p.m. Doors open 
at 5:00 p.m. Light refreshments will be 
served.

If you’re interested in performing 
at this event, please visit the 
performer’s registration page. If you’re 
just planning to attend, please register 
at the event page.
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The SCSL is hosting two events in 
February that explore South Carolina’s 
African-American Heritage: 

http://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/event/3049161
http://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/event/3049161
http://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/my-voice-is
http://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/event/3050734
http://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/event/3050734


The South Carolina State 
Library invites you to download 
our Rare Book Collection 
Coloring Book!

Like many other special 
collections libraries across the 
world, the SCSL is getting ready 
to particpate in the New York 
Academy of Medicine’s Color Our 
Collections event Febuary 6-10.

We invite the public to 
download our coloring book,  

unleash your artistic talent and 
then share the completed pictures   
on social media using the hashtag 
#colorourcollections.

In this PDF document, 
you’ll find a sampling of images 
from volumes in our Rare Book 
collection, ready for you to print 
and color. We’ve included pictures 
from our folklore collections and 
natural history encyclopedias.

South Carolina State Library staff have been hard at work 
updating our Discus website, and now the transformation 
process is complete!

SCDiscus.org has been completely overhauled with a 
more attractive look, designed for ease of use. Check it out 
for yourself here!

The South Carolina Digital 
State Documents Depository 
provides access to publications 
produced by state agencies 
and state-supported academic 
institutions. These publications 
provide citizens with crucial 
information about state 
government, 

This month we highlight a 
series of updated church bulletin 
inserts titled “Protect your body, 
your temple” on a variety of health 
topics from the Department 
of Health and Environmental 
Control, Office of Minority 
Health.

#ColorOurCollections

New Year, New Discus

State 
Document of 
the Month
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For more information
visit the NYAM’s 
website.

“

http://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/handle/10827/23560
http://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/handle/10827/23560
https://www.google.com/search?q=%23colorourcollections&rlz=1C1JPGB_enUS602US602&oq=%23colorourcollections&aqs=chrome..69i57.969j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://scdiscus.org/
http://scdiscus.org/about-discus
http://scdiscus.org/about-discus
http://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/handle/10827/1
http://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/handle/10827/1
http://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/discover?scope=10827%2F17077&query=%22Protect+your+body%2C+your+temple%22&submit=
http://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/discover?scope=10827%2F17077&query=%22Protect+your+body%2C+your+temple%22&submit=
https://nyamcenterforhistory.org/2016/01/06/colorourcollections-february-1-5/
https://nyamcenterforhistory.org/2016/01/06/colorourcollections-february-1-5/
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Calling all nature-lovers! 
Join us on Friday, January 20, 
from noon-1:00 p.m. at the 
South Carolina State Library 
as we learn about wintertime 
botany with John Nelson, 
Curator of the A. C. Moore 
Herbarium.

Nelson will lead an hour-
long presentation on how 
to identify regional plants 
during the cold winter months, 
offering hands-on advice on 
how to recognize species of 
trees by their twigs. Nelson 
will also recommend the best 
reference materials for aspiring 
botanists looking to increase 
their knowledge of the natural 
world. 

Bringing a hand lens 
or similar tool with you is 
encouraged!

The presentation is 
free, and no registration is 
required to attend. To find out 
more information about the 
event, please contact Public 
Information Specialist Sean 
Gruber or visit our events 
calendar.

Herbarium 
Curator to 
lead class on 
wintertime 
botany 
Jan. 20

This month’s selection 
from the South Carolina 
State Library’s rare book 
collection offers a look at the 
popular culture of the latest 
1800s, along with personal 
commentary from South 
Carolina’s first state historian.

The Peterson Magazine was 
a long-lived New York based 
women’s magazine, which ran 
from 1842 to 1898. 

This magazine was 
cosmopolitan in nature, 
offering romances, non-fiction 
articles, fashion advice, and 
political commentary. The 
November 1897 issue, pictured 
above, contained features 
on mental health facilities, 
medieval knightly legends, and 

Southern-American culture.
Like many of the volumes 

in the Rare Book collection, 
this magazine was donated 
from the personal library of 
South Carolina’s first Historian 
and Archivist A.S. Salley, 
Jr.  Salley frequently wrote 
notations in the margins of his 
books, but this is one of the 
few volumes where he turned 
his pen on himself. 

Salley had written an essay 
on several historic Charleston 
homes for this issue, later 
taking the time to correct 
some errors he found in his 
final piece. “I didn’t know as 
much about the research when 
I wrote this as I know now,” 
Salley dryly wrote.

From Our Collection: 
The Peterson Magazine
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mailto:sgruber%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=Wintertime%20Botany
mailto:sgruber%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=Wintertime%20Botany
mailto:sgruber%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=Wintertime%20Botany
http://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/event/3057456
http://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/event/3057456


SC Vocational 
Rehabilitation 
Announces 
Journalism 
Contest

The winner of the 
2017 Journalism Contest 
#InclusionWorks receives a four-
year scholarship to the South 
Carolina state-supported institution 
of his or her choice provided, of 
course, that the winner is otherwise 
qualified.

The scholarship pays for 
undergraduate tuition and fees. 
Each institution has its own 
definition of tuition and fees.

The winner must be able to 
verify financial need to the chosen 
state-supported institution, which 
typically requires completion 
of a Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
form. Colleges and universities 
recommend that students in 
financial need complete the FAFSA 
as soon as possible after January 
1 of the year they will enroll to 
establish eligibility for student aid. 
This may require providing income 
tax return information.

The program is sponsored by 
the SC Governor’s Committee 
on Employment of People with 
Disabilities. For more information, 
please visit the SCVRD Journalism 
Contest website.

Want to know what you 
can do to help conserve South 
Carolina’s natural world? 
Join us on January 31 at the 
South Carolina State Library 
as we learn about more about 
this topic with David Shelley, 
Education Coordinator at 
the Congaree National Park’s 
Old-Growth Bottomland 
Forest Research and Education 
Center.

The CongaRee-flections 
presentation will address 
several conservation education 
developments affecting both 
Congaree National Park and 
South Carolina more broadly. 

Specific topics will 
include celebrating a few 
recent examples of successful, 
long-term conservation 
efforts; presenting an 
overview of current science 

communication frameworks, 
resources, and challenges; and 
looking at emerging trends 
and opportunities for public 
engagement.

The presentation is free. 
To register visit our events 
calendar.

Congaree park ranger to 
discuss conservation efforts
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David Shelley,  Education Coordinator
Old-Growth Bottomland Forest Research and Education Center

WHEN:  
January 31, 2017 
from noon-1:00 p.m.  

WHERE: 
South Carolina 
State Library,1500 
Senate Street, 
Columbia, SC  

COST: Free 

http://journalismcontest.net/journalism.
http://journalismcontest.net/journalism.
http://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/event/3075065
http://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/event/3075065
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Leesa Aiken, Director of the South 
Carolina State Library.

The beginning of a new year 
possesses a promise of hope and 
renewal that is different than 
any other time of the year. 2017 
promises to be an exciting year, 
and we are planning to meet it 
head on with updates to existing 
programs and creation of new 
ones. 

Serving the community is 
important to me; as the State 
Library, our “community” is 
the whole of South Carolina. 
We have the ability to create 
programs which can impact 
every demographic of our home 
state. This year our focus is on 
service, equity and inclusion, 
and diversity. We are committed 
to providing equal access to 
valuable information for all South 
Carolinians.

We have some really exciting 
programs planned for this year. 
We are adding an adult summer 
reading program for our Talking 
Book Services patrons. We recently 
created a Statewide Services 
Department, which is charged 
with creation of programs that are 
meaningful and that reach across 
a variety of topics. Our focus for 
January is on South Carolina 
nature with several events and 
speakers planned throughout the 
month. David Shelley, Congaree 
Park Ranger, will be joining us to 
speak about conservation. 

February we will be celebrating 
Black History month and are 
tremendously excited to be 

hosting a collection of never-
before published photographs by 
the distinguished photographer, 
Cecil Williams. Programs are 
scheduled throughout the month 
that highlight and celebrate the 
many meaningful contributions of 
African-Americans.

We have a renewed focus on 
resources that are relevant and 
representative of the diverse people 
in South Carolina, and in assisting 
libraries with the development of 
programs and collections, which 
promote inclusion and equity in 
communities. 

We are thrilled to have 
been selected as the site for the 
acclaimed Arbuthnot lecture 
with renowned author Jacqueline 
Woodson as the speaker. Join us in 
April to hear her!

We are in the process of 
developing a civic engagement 
program that details the functions 
and responsibilities of local, state, 
and the National governments 
along with how to find resources 
that are unbiased and accurate 
about candidates.

Partnerships are an integral 
part of our success. This year we 
have projects planned with the 
South Carolina Human Affairs 
Commission, Columbia Museum 
of Art, SCETV, the South Carolina 
Arts Commission, and the 
Department of Education to name 
a few.

We of course will be continuing 
many of our current programs, 
which include recording materials 
for our TBS patrons; consultation 
with public libraries; Discus – 

A Note from the State 
Library Agency Director

South Carolina’s virtual library; 
participation in SCLENDS - the 
consortum that gives patrons in 19 
communities across the state access 
to over 3 million items; digitization 
of our valuable state documents; 
hosting the annual TBS Art Gallery 
competition; presentation of the 
Notable State Agency Document 
winners; hosting various South 
Carolina authors at our lunchtime 
Speaker @ the Center series; training 
state employees on topics ranging 
from social media use to grant 
writing; and so many more that I am 
out of space to list them!

Libraries are amazing places 
that transform lives every day, 
but none of what we do would be 
possible without the innovation 
and creativity of our staff. They are 
truly our greatest asset and resource, 
demonstrating their passion and 
commitment to service for our 
community every day. This first 
column of the new year is dedicated 
to them, to thank them in advance 
for the incredible year we are about to 
have! Come join us!
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