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THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING 

The twenty-fifth annual meeting of the South Carolina 
Historical Association was held on the Clem.son College cam.
pus, Saturday, April 16, 1955. Jack K. Williams, president 
of the Association, presided. Papers were presented at the 
morning session by Richard Walsh of Georgetown University 
on "The South Carolina Education Act of 1811," and Wil
liam. L. McDowell of the South Carolina Archives Depart
ment on "The Indian Books: Important Documents in the 
South Carolina Archives Department." Lowry P. Ware of 
Erskine College (substituting for Newton Edwards of the 
University of South Carolina) and Carl L. Epting of Clem.
son College served as discussion leaders for the papers. 

At the annual business session of the Association held in 
the early afternoon, the treasurer's report was received and 
accepted, a statement from. Editor Daniel W. Hollis concern
ing the publication of the Proceedings of the Association was 
heard, and the following slate of officers for 1955-56 present
ed by Mrs. A. D. Oliphant of the Executive Committee was 
elected: Lucia Daniel, President; Robert D. Ochs, Vice-Pres
ident; William. E. Webb, Secretary-Treasurer; Granville T. 
Prior, Executive Committee Member; and Charles E. Cau
then, Archives Commission Member. J. Mauldin Lesesne, 
recently elected president of Erskine College, was thanked 
for his work on the Archives Com.mission during the past 
year. 

The program. for the afternoon session featured an inform.al 
discussion of "Archaeological Research in South Carolina 
and Georgia" by Arthur Kelly of the University of Georgia, 
Sheila K. Caldwell of the Georgia Historical Commission, 
and Joseph R. Caldwell of the National Parks Service. At 
the conclusion of the speakers' rem.arks J. H. Easterby urged 
that the Association work to secure the establishment of the 
office of state archaeologist in South Carolina. 

Choosing for his topic, "Twenty-Five Years," Robert L. 
Meriwether of the University of South Carolina addressed 
the banquet session in the Gold Room. of the Clemson House. 
Im.mediately preceeding the adjournment of this session, 
Lewis P. Jones presented and the Association unanimously 
approved a set of resolutions strongly endorsing the estab
lishment of the office of state archaeologist. 

The Executive Committee continued Daniel W. Hollis as 
Editor of the Proceedings of the Association. 



RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH THE OFFICE OF 
STATE ARCHAEOLOGIST 

Whereas a great number of sites of prehistoric culture and 
a smaller but by no means insignificant number of sites of 
early Spanish, French, and English settlements have been 
positively identified in various parts of the state of South 
Carolina, and 

Whereas no provision has been made for the systematic 
study of these sites that would unquestionably result in a 
better understanding of the past and a greater appreciation of 
its contributions to the present way of life of our people. 

Therefore be it resolved by the members of The South Car
olina Historical Association, meeting in their twenty-fifth 
anniversary session at Clemson College on April 16, 1955, 
that his Excellency the Governor and their Honors the mem
bers of the General Assembly of South Carolina be, and they 
are hereby, petitioned to establish the office of state archae
ologist to be attached to the faculty of one of the state in
stitutions of higher education and to be provided with the 
means necessary for conducting a thorough examination and 
preparing a comprehensive interpretation of the archaeologi
cal remains in this state, and 

Be it further resolved that copies of these resolutions be 
sent to the South Carolina Historical Society, the South 
Caroliniana Society, the South Carolina Archives Depart
ment, the South Carolina Forestry Commission, and the 
presidents of the institutions of higher education in the state. 



THE SOUTH CAROLINA ACADEMY-1800-1811 

RICHARD WALSH 

"The right education of youth is the most difficult and the 
most important undertaking that can possibly employ the 
mind of man, next to the salvation of the soul" wrote a sub
scriber to the Daily Advertiser (Charleston) at the begin
ning of the nineteenth century.1 In doing so, he reflected 
the viewpoint of his contemporaries who were to establish 
the ante-bellum educational system of South Carolina. 

Between 1800 and 1811, a steady increase in the number of 
academies took place. For example, in Charleston in 1802, 
the old Trinity Church Academy revived under a new teacher, 
William Hammar, while in 1806 Dr. S. F. Gallagher, the 
priest, opened the Athenian Academy. Two years later three 
more schools began under Issac Harby, a Mr. Reed, and An
thony Pelzer, and by 1810 two others were added to the 
Charleston scene. Elsewhere in the low-country, Beaufort 
opened a college and grammar school in 1804, while the stu
dents of Edisto Island first attended Michael Donavan's 
Academy in 1810, and Mount Pleasant began instructions 
under a Mr. Leland in the same year. 2 

In the upcountry, the Mount Zion Academy, near collapse 
in 1800, was revitalized, and during the next ten years acad
emies were founded in Greenville, Newberry, Marion, Fair
field, Marlborough, and Pendleton. By 1810 few districts 
were without seminaries of learning, and those places lacking 
such institutions established them within the next few years.3 

The Carolina teacher was able. A man of many talents, 
he often owned the school and combined with his duties of 
proprietor, was a policeman, father, and general caretaker 
of his charges, especially if they lodged with him, which was 
frequently the case. For example, a typical master might 
hurriedly write to an anxious parent: "was very glad to hear 

'Charleston City Gazette and Daily Advertiser, March 16, 1810. 
• Ibid., August 21, 1802, October 9, 1803, January 1, 3, 1810; Charlesto1• 

Times, January 3, 1804; Charleston Courier, March 14, 1806, January 14, 
September 23, 1808; Abraham Moise, A Selection from the ... Writings of 
the late Issac Harby . . . . ( Charleston, 1829), 6-10; information concerning 
Father Gallagher's controversial activities and on Catholic education during 
the ante-helium period may be found in Peter Guilday, The Life and Times 
of John England, 1786-1842 (2 volumes; New York, 1927), I, 7, 34, 164-261 
passim, 329, 336, 542; II, 133-172. 

"Minutes of the Mount Zion Society (MS, transcripts in South Caroliniana 
Library), II, 2-3; Advertiser, January 6, 1808, January 1, 1810; David Ram
say, The History of South Carolina (2 volumes; Charleston, 1809), II, 368; 
Education File, MSS in South Carolina Archives Department. 
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from you-your little son is now and has been ever since you 
left him in perfect health-appears quite satisfied with the 
school and with his boarding and is making very flattering 
progress in the study of Latin ... I consider it my duty as 
far as possible to supply the place of a parent to him so long 
as he continues in my care."4 

However heavy his burdens, there appear to be few cases 
where a master was underpaid. In the academy not owned 
by himself he received a yearly salary and, sometimes in ad
dition, money arising from tuition. Often he was also pro
vided with a "commodious house for the accommodation of 
his family." If he were licensed he augmented his income by 
ministering to a local congregation. In such instances he 
earned between $1,000 and $1,800 for the academic year ex
tending over twelve months.5 

As an academy proprietor, his wage naturally depended 
upon the number of pupils he could attract. Moses Waddel, 
who had a wide following throughout the state and from 
Georgia besides, must have fared well in his academy in 
Abbeville. In Charleston, the business of teaching was un
doubtedly profitable, for there the majority of academies 
were proprietorships. Several teachers resigned good posi
tions in schools like the College of Charleston or Beaufort 
College to open establishments of their own. With the price 
of tuition at about $8 per quarter per student, a master easily 
cleared more than $1,000 per year. The lowcountry school 
usually contained about fifty students while those in upcoun
try averaged at least eighty. Moreover the state did not tax 
teachers as it did planters, merchants, and factors. 6 

Most of the academy instructors were college gTaduates. 
Many had studied for the ministry but had turned instead to 
teaching. Some of the masters had received their education 
abroad while there were several who had received no further 
formal training than in an academy itself. This last, appar-

• Robert Wilson to Eliza Bull, October 13, 1803, John and William Bull 
Papers, 1803-1814 (MS, South Caroliniana Library). 

• Minutes of the Mount Zion Society, II, 41, 149, 156; Camden Orphan 
Society Records, 1786-1812 (MS, South Caroliniana Library); D. D. Howe, 
History of the Presbyterian Church in South Carolina (2 volumes; Colum
bia, 1883), II, 81-82; Edgar W. Knight, The Academy Movement in the 
So1tth (Reprinted from the H igh School Journal, II, III, by the University 
of North Carolina Press) , 54. 

• Courier, March 9, 1804, December 19, 1808, January 1, 1810; Times, Jan
uary 5, 1804; Advertiser, October 19, 1803, January 1, 1810; Colyer Meri
wether, History of Higher Education in South Carolina (Washington, 1889), 
58; Thomas Cooper and David McCord, eds., The Statutes at Large of 
South Carolina (10 volumes; Columbia, 1836-1841), IV, 129; V, 25. 
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ently, was a point of pride. For instance, Theodore Gaillard 
of Charleston proudly advertised that he employed as his as
sistant one "of talents, a graduate of Waddel's school," 
which spoke well for the Abbeville institution. Issac Harby, 
who had local fame as teacher, dramatist, critic, and poet 
was a graduate of Dr. Best's Academy in Charleston. Harby 
successfully taught at the College of Charleston and Edisto 
Island before opening an academy in Bedon's Alley. Authori
ties point out that the American Academy frequently served 
as a normal school, which evidently was true also of South 
Carolina's better institutions.7 

Several of the masters gained statewide fame as educators 
during this decade. The lowcountry could boast of John 
Waldo while the upcountry prided itself in the educational 
achievements of Moses Waddel. Waldo was born in Dutchess 
County, New York, and probably attended Rhode Island Col
lege. While conducting his school at Georgetown he also 
preached and operated a store in partnership with one 1\fr. 
Davies, but his time was mostly absorbed with teaching. As 
evidence, in 1811 he wrote Rudirnents of English Grarnmar 
For Youth of Different Ages or Capacity) and later publish
ed a simplified Latin grammar and spelling book. These 
works were used rather widely. Rudirnents was printed in 
at least two editions and was highly recommended, along with 
the others, to the people of the state by members of the fac
ulty of the South Carolina College, which in 1817 honored 
Waldo with an A.M. Judging from the textbooks, Waldo, like 
other instructors of this decade, was: a pronounced drill mas
ter. But few could surpass upcountryman Moses Waddel in 
this capacity. Waddel was noted as exacting and methodi
cal, and it is said that his exercises entailed memorizing 
thousands of lines of Latin poetry. This was the method by 
which he trained many of the state's ante-bellum political 
leaders, including John C. Calhoun and Hugh S. Legare. 8 

7 Howe, History of the Presbyterian Church, II, 80-81; Ralph M. Lyon, 
"Moses Waddel and the Willington Academy," North Carolina Historical 
Review, VIII (July, 1931), 285, 256-288; Advertiser, January 1, 1802, May 
9, 1810; Moise, Writings of the Late Issac Harby, 6-10; Edgar W. Knight 
and Clifton L. Hall, Readings in American Educational History (New York, 
1951), 416. 

• Yates Snowden Papers (MS, South Caroliniana Library) ; Rudiments .... 
(Georgetown, 1811); A Latin Grammar (Georgetown, 1816), i-vi; The Diction
ary Spelling Book (Georgetown, 1818), 3; Edwin L. Green, A History of 
the University of South Carolina (Columbia, 1916), 467; Moise, Writings of 
the Late Issac Harby, 6-10; Lyon, "Moses Waddel and the Willington Acad
emy," loc. cit., 290-291, 293-294. 
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Ordinarily, the heart of the acadmy curriculum was classi
cal languages. Educators believed that by connecting the 
study of Latin to English both would be learned well. Upon 
properly understanding grammar, . the learner "ought to 
join with it the study of Greek."9 The youngster then studied 
the best ancient authors and translated the first six books 
of the Aeneid of Virgil, four orations of Cicero, and the 
four evangelists in Greek. Textbooks for sale in Charles
ton reveal that the student busied himself with Tacitus, Jus
tin, Sallust, and Eutropius.10 

To round out the curriculum Spanish or French were fre
quently included. Also subjects such as ancient history and 
geography were commonly taught, and the student had to 
master decimal fractions before proceeding to algebra, geom
etry, and mensuration, which was a type of trigonometry. 
Great emphasis was placed on oratory in this decade, there
fore rhetoric was a necessity. Natural philosophy, a course 
in general science, including mechanics, hydrostatics, sound, 
motion, gravity, and projectiles completed the curriculum. 
Some academies offered chemistry.11 

To those less inclined to scholarship this course of study 
was tyranny indeed. Arguments against the impracticability 
of the classical curriculum were sounded more than once. One 
citizen of Barnwell complained that youth was forced to de
vote too much time to the study of Latin and Greek, "those 
shells and husks of knowledge," which gave them only a smat
tering of dead words. He recommended the study of state
craft and modern history so that students would better un
derstand their own government.12 

Individual teachers introduced more pragmatic sub
jects into the curriculum. In 1802 William Hammer of Char
leston's Trinity Academy advertised courses in history, geog
raphy, and the laws of nations, and "of our general govern
ment" with the challenge that such studies would "communi
cate more knowledge in one year than the dead languages 
would in seven." 13 One Mr. Watson's Evening School offer-

• Alexander Adam, R1,dime11ts of Latin and English Grammar (Boston, 
1799), xi. 

1° Courier, March 9, 1804, April 16, 1808. 
11 John Bull to Eliza Bull, June 20, 1807; Advertiser, October 19, 1803, 

January 1, 1810; Courier, March 9, 1804; Times, January 3, 1804. 
12 Advertiser, March 16, 1810. 
1 • Ibid., May 27, 1802. 
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ed practical mathematics and related subjects for Charleston
ians. In 1803 another master taught bookkeeping, surveying, 
chemistry, astronomy, and history, and in 1804 James O'Don
nell held evening sessions during which he offered mechanics, 
drawing, architecture, city maps, and landscaping. Towards 
the close of the decade schools for mariners were also in oper
ation in Charleston. Meanwhile young ladies of the state 
took up sewing, cooking, drawing, and French in the female 
boarding schools.14 

Apprenticeship was a form of manual training for those 
youngsters who were not bookish. Under this system a youth 
inclined to business or mechanics was turned over to a mer
chant or master artisan who taught him the trade. Under the 
law the apprentice spent four years to become a tradesman 
and was protected against cruel or negligent masters. Thou
sands of young Charlestonians learned under this system, for 
throughout the period the newspapers are filled with adver
tisements of indentures. u 

No agricultural academy was set up at this time, but as 
early as 1797 John De La Howe of Abbeville bequeathed his 
entire estate to found a school of farming which would take 
both paying and "poor scholars." According to his will the 
students were to be taught, besides agriculture, the three R's, 
surveying, geography, geometry, spinning, and practical 
chemistry. De La Howe also requested that "in the admit
tance of poor children, no . . . regard should be paid to 
what religion they or their parents" professed.16 

The South Carolina Agricultural Society was to execute the 
will, but failure marked their efforts. In 1805 the legislature 
appointed Colonel Joseph Calhoun, Peter Gilbert, Ezekial 
Calhoun, and Andrew Norris as trustees, and by 1814, the 
value of the estate had increased to more than $12,000. Mean
while, however, long delay in founding the farm-school anger
ed the people of Abbeville. They charged the trustees with 
corruption and petitioned the legislature for action. Accord
ingly, the accounts were inspected, proving nothing, while 
the trustees vigorously defended their slowness, saying that 

"Ibid., March 9, September 11, 1802, October 25, 1803; January 3, 12, 
16, 1810; Times, January 10, 11, February 6, 1804; Courier, August 22, 1803, 
February 12, 1807; January 14, March 16, May 21, July 7, October 31, 1808. 

1 • John Drayton, A View of South Carolina (Charleston, 1802), 215-217; 
see also Advertiser, July 14, 1802; Georgetown Gazette and Commercial Ad
vertiser, June 20, 1807. 

1 • Wills of Abbeville County (MS, transcripts in South Carolina Archives 
Department), I, 167-173. 
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the war of 1812 had retarded the project and that the accusa
tions of dishonesty were slanderous. Not until 1827 did the 
institution commence operations, at which time the endow
ment had increased to $32,000. Why the trustees did not be
gin the much needed institution earlier is still an enigma since 
many an academy opened with far less money.17 

The student who attended the city academy found his 
school building comfortable. Classes were held in a suitable 
dwelling, perhaps the master's home, or in a place erected as 
a school house by some enterprising landlord. One such edi
fice advertised for rent was forty feet high and twenty-two 
feet wide with a ten foot ceiling. It stood upon a brick foun
dation and contained room for as many as eighty scholars. 
The building was well ventilated, open to the breeze in sum
mer, and in winter could be heated by a stove that "never 
smoked." The interior was provided with desks, master's 
tables, and clothing racks. 18 

The country school was in marked contrast. The plant at 
Willington was made of logs and contained two rooms-one 
for use as a class room, the other for a prayer or convocation. 
The latter was without seats and held some one-hundred fifty 
boys closely pressed, leaving about ten feet at the door for 
the teacher. The street facing the academy was lined with 
rude little huts which were usually built by the boys for use 
during bad weather. On fair days the scholars studied les
sons and attended classes in the open. In 1809 a commodious 
building containing four recitation rooms and a chapel was 
erected, but the appearance of the earlier Willington academy 
was typical of the country school.1° 

At Willington boys from South Carolina and Georgia 
carried on a keen rivalry as also did rural students and 
Charlestonians. The historian David Ramsay described the 
Willington boys as well-behaved angels, but Waddell's first
hand account reveals that rules against fighting were flag
rantly violated. At Camden Academy the rivalry between 
town and gown was such a problem that municipal authori-

11 Education File; Statement of the Late Trnstees of Dr. John De La Howe's 
Estate in Abbeville District (Columbia, 1809), pp. 8-9; Edgar W. Knight, 
A Documentary History of Educatio11 in the South before 1860 (5 volumes; 
Chapel Hill, 1949-1953), IV, 81-88. 

1 • Advertiser, October 30, 1802. 
"Lyon, "Moses Waddel and the Willington Academy," lac. cit., 288-289; 

Ramsey, History of South Carolina, II, 369-371. 
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ties sought to prevent the firing of pistols and guns in the 
city.20 

Although a student might safely write home to his parents 
at examination time, preparing them for the worst; " ... my 
greatest enemy has always been my book ... " at school idlers, 
pugilists, and pranksters inevitably merited the rod-which 
was as much a part of education as Cicero.21 Every master 
used the instrument dexterously and frequently, especially 
Waddel, of whom it is said, when an anonymous villain com
mitted a crime, would advance menacingly on the class say
ing: "I'll whip you sirs, from Robert Petigru down to James 
Scriven inclusive."22 The former was the largest and the 
latter the smallest in the class at the time. 

Waddel's tyranny was tempered by a unique system of stu
dent government. Monitors played the role of policemen, 
and upon the detection of an infraction the accused was tak
en before a court of his peers and given a trial conducted 
through all the forms prescribed by law. Waddel, who hov
ered in the background, was the executioner. Willington has 
been described as a kind of "Rural Republic" with Waddel 
as perpetual dictator. 23 

Aside from the proprietorship of the cities, many of the 
academies were governed and in part supported by a society 
of civic minded community leaders who met monthly to de
liberate over their particular institution. The society, which 
was invariably incorporated, employed its board of trustees 
as a supervisory committee. These gentlemen were charged 
with overseeing the school and its equipment, making regular 
inspections of the scholars, providing for worthy poor stu
dents, and annually awarding prizes to the deserving.24 

Various religious sects were vital in the administration of 
academies. The Episcopal, Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, 
and Catholic churches all conducted such institutions, gen
erally taking students of any faith. The Presbyterian Synod 
protested that their clergy was so busy with teaching and 

•• John N. Waddel, Memorials of Academic Life (Richmond, 1891), 57-58; 
Camden Orphan Society Records ; see also the advertisement for Beaufort 
College in Courier, March 9, 1804. 

21 John Bull to Eliza Bull, June 20, 1807. 
22Yates Snowden Papers. 
•• Ibid.; J. N. Waddel, Memorials, 57-58 . 
.. Education File; Minutes of the Mount Zion Society, II, passim; Camden 

Orphan Society Records. 

,.S. C~ Sl A.-, E LIBRARY 
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missionary work that it had little time to devote to writing 
religious themes. 25 

The greatest part of the academy's financial support came 
from contributions of church or society membership. The 
society received a good income from regularly paid dues or 
bequests which enabled it to take many non-paying students. 
In a case where it was not particularly opulent, the commu
nity often subscribed money for the maintenance of its school; 
such, for example, was the case with the Philomathian Society 
of Union. Sometimes the church, like the society, conducted 
a lottery for the benefit of its academy. Many schools were 
founded on the profits from lotteries, which were conducted 
with the permission of the legislature.26 

For some time the government materially aided the acade
mies by giving them escheated property. The College of 
Charleston and Winnsborough were helped in this way. In 
1797 the legislature gave the societies at Camden and Claren
don the right of escheat, and Camden used this device so often 
that it created a special office of escheator in 1811 to secure 
and sell property which had been returned to the state. Pine
ville Academy of Marion, Bethell of York, and Verrenes 
Academy of Pendleton were similarly assisted by the legisla
ture. 27 

Upcountrymen felt that something more was needed, how
ever, if their schools were to survive, and their experience 
with the Vienna Academy gave weight to additional demands 
for money. Founded in 1802, this academy contained be
tween seventy and eighty scholars who studied English, Latin, 
Greek, and Natural Philosophy under Moses Waddel, but his 
salary and that of a teacher of French, totaling $1,300, was 
more than the tuition defrayed. In addition, a building which 
was usable but quite unfinished was erected. After having 
acquired $2,000 from the community to begin the academy 
every means of finance was exhausted, and the trustees peti
tioned the legislature for additional support. A committee 
recommended a grant of $1,000, but the General Assembly 

'"M.A. Chreitzberg, Early Methodism in the Carolinas (Nashville, 1897), 
314; Howe, History of the Presbyterian Church, II, 188-189; Guilday, Life 
and Times of John England, I, 7, 34, 164-261, 329, 336, 542; II, 133,-172. 

•• Education File; Minutes of the Mount Zion Society, II, 64-65, 131, 133, 
172-179, 188, 202; Camden Orphan Society Day Book (MS, South Caroliniana 
Library); Ramsay, History of South Carolina, II, 368-369; Columbian Ad
vertiser, July 12, 1806. 

•• Cooper, Statutes, V, 336-339, 363-366; Camden Orphan Society Records; 
Education File. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA ACADEMY 13 

was unmoved and shortly afterwards the Vienna enterprise 
collapsed. 28 

Other upcountry schools, recently established, made simi
lar appeals. Among them were the Lancaster Academy and 
the Pendleton Academy of Ebenezer. The Jefferson-Monti
cello and the Mount Bethel Academies were typical, one ask
ing for an appropriation for a library, the other for a new 
boarding house for students.29 

About 1806 requests increased, especially after it was an
nounced that there was a surplus in the treasury. The grand 
jury of Chesterfield recommended that grants of money be 
given outright to schools while the Abbeville jury thought 
that the government should organize seminaries of learning 
throughout the state.30 

Reflecting such sentiment were the governors. As early as 
1800 John Drayton called for public aid in his View, and in 
1803 James B. Richardson asked the assembly to establish 
schools "for every class of ... Citizens ... for education in an 
elective government under which no distinctions were known 
but those which flowed from merit and talents and no pro
motion from birth or title."31 

The climax of this agitation came on December 11, 1811, 
when most of the upcountry, some of the middlecountry, and 
a few isolated parishes in the lowcountry demanded schools 
in the several districts "under the fostering and protective 
hand of the legislature."32 

Finally on December 20, 1811, the legislature approved an 
act establishing free schools in each election district equal to 
the number of its representatives in the lower house of the 
legislature. Every citizen was entitled to educate his children 
free with special preference given to orphans if an institution 
was not large enough to accommodate all. The sum of $300 
was appropriated annually for its support and maintenance, 
and a district commission was set up which was composed 
usually of local leaders who appointed or removed masters, 
provided for instruction, decided upon the admission of stu
dents, and allocated the grant. The community was to make 

•• Ibid. 
•• Ibid. 
•• Presentments, Legal System File, MSS in South Carolina Archives De

partment. 
•• Drayton, A View of South Carolina, 218; Messages of the Governors, 

Legal System File. 
•• Education File. 
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the first step, for no funds were extended unless the inhabi
tants provided a suitable building.33 Actually "private" in
stitutions were frequently given the bounty, probably for 
taking "poor scholars" whom they had always accepted, parti
cularly when the school was administered by a society or 
church. Beginners especially, but also academy students 
were publicly educated, depending upon the needs of a parti
cular community, for the amply empowered commissioners 
loosely interpreted a clause which stated that "the primary 
elements of learning, reading, writing, and arithmetic shall 
always be taught."34 

The Free School Act did not therefore inaugurate a well de
fined and organized system of public education, but contrary 
to Edgar W. Knight's generalization in his Academy Move
ment in the South, after 1811 the South Carolina academies, 
and perhaps also those of other Southern states operating un
der similar statutes, can not be accurately described as "pri
vate" schools when so many were receiving public support in 
land and money.35 Moreover, the widely held assumption 
that before the Civil War the state gave no financial help to 
secondary education, and that such training was solely for the 
use of the Southern aristocracy, are erroneous. 

Thus in the final analysis the South Carolina legislature 
had recognized what had already been accomplished and en
couraged educational advancement with grants of money. 
What was praiseworthy about the system as it developed was 
that it combined the good efforts of community interest and 
enterprise with state aid, both sides having a voice in school 
policy and activity. The system lasted until the Civil War, 
surviving the blows of those who did not want to support it 
during the war of 1812 and the reformers of a few decades 
later who gave it a sullied reputation in their zeal for im
provement. Its longevity was a tribute to the wiser heads in 
ante-bellum South Carolina. Numerous youngsters, poor and 
rich alike, rose to leadership in the community, state, and 
nation, while all, in the words of the Barnwell commission
ers, were "ransomed from ignorance and depravity."36 

•• Cooper, Statutes, V, 639-641. 
••Ibid; Reports of the Commissioners, Education File. 
•• Knight, The Academy Movement in the Sotdh, 49. 
•• Reports of the Commissioners, Education File. 



THE INDIAN BOOKS: IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS IN 
THE SOUTH CAROLINA ARCHIVES 

WILLIAM L. McDOWELL 

The purpose of this paper is to present a description of the 
nature and contents of the volumes known as "Indian Books" 
which are in the South Carolina Archives. It is the result of 
the writer having had the opportunity to edit one of the vol
umes for publication by the South Carolina Archives De
partment. The "Indian Books" are eighteenth century colo
nial documents relating primarily to Indian affairs in the 
lower South. The name by which they are known probably 
originated about the time they were recorded, since volumes 
two and five have the notation "Indian Book" entered on 
their front pages, and this name has been used to identify 
them to the present day. The six "Indian Books" cover the 
years 1710-18 and 1750-60, while another volume called the 
"Journal of the Directors of the Cherokee Trade" belongs 
with this group and was recorded during the years 1762-65. 
These seven volumes contain nearly 2,000 pages of manu
script. 

The first volume of the "Indian Books" contains the jour
nals of the proceedings of two boards established by the South 
Carolina Assembly to deal specifically with the colony's In
dian trade.1 This trade, which was primarily in deerskins, 
was the first business to develop in the lower South, and 
Charles Town was the center of its operations.2 By 1700 
dominance of the trade enjoyed by the Carolina governor and 
the great planters was being subverted by the merchants of 
the port town. 3 The Proprietors' attempts to regulate this 
trade had failed, and abuse of the Indians by white traders 
became notorious. After a long controversy between Gov
ernor Nathaniel Johnson and the Assembly concerning re
form, the Commons House, led by Thomas N airne, a St. 

1 The volume has been published since this paper was read; see W. L. 
McDowell, ed., Journals of the Commissioners of the Indian Trade, September 
20, 1710-August 29, 1718, The Colonial Records of South Carolina (Columbia: 
South Carolina Archives Department, 1955). A limited edition of the first 
of the two journals in the volume was issued by the Historical Commission 
of South Carolina (now the Archives Department) in 1926 as the Journal of 
the Commissioners of the Indian Trade of South Carolina, September 20, 1710-
April 12, 1715, which was edited by Mr. A. S. Salley, and in order that this 
important part of the "Indian Books" may continue to be available, the 
journal was included in the new edition. 

• Verner W. Crane, The Southern Frontier, 1670-1732 (Durham, 1928), 
110. 

• Ibid., 117-120. 
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Helena planter and later the first Indian Agent, was able to 
establish a system of regulation. The Indian trade act of 
1707 extended to all tribes living outside the white settle
ments.4 

The journal of the board of trade commissioners begins on 
September 20, 1710. The commissioners issued licenses, 
bonds, and instructions to the Indian Agent and the traders, 
but they had no power to determine the policy toward the In
dians. Commissioners could hear appeals from the Agent's 
decisions in disputes between Indians and traders, and could 
have summary hearings to revoke the licenses of traders ac
cused of extortion, selling rum, forcing the payment of illegal 
debts, or selling friendly Indians into slavery. Complaints 
against the traders filled the proceedings of nearly every 
meeting. The most sensational hearings against the traders 
came when Alexander Long and Eleazer Wiggan were accus
ed of plotting to have Chestowee, an Euchee Indian town, 
"cut off" or annihilated, in order to collect debts owed them.5 

Testimony taken during five days' proceedings showed that 
they pretended to have the governor's order for the attack 
which was treacherously made on the Euchees while they were 
having a "ball play." Long and Wiggan supplied the ammu
nition to the Indians who made the attack, the women and 
children captives were given to the traders, and Long's mot
ive was not only profit but revenge, for he had been scalped 
once by a Euchee and had sworn vengeance. The commis
sioners could only revoke their licenses and ask the Gover
nor to prosecute them for the crime.6 

In 1712 the regulation of the trade was renewed with the 
passage of another act ;7 the new governor, Charles Craven, 
was made President of the board, and Thomas N airne was 
elected commissioner to the Yamasee and Palachocola In
dians.8 These changes were probably made to strengthen the 
commissioners' hands, but they were never able to cope with 
the problem of regulation effectively. The Indian Agent was 
the commissioners' policeman on the frontier, and was re-

• Ibid., 117-123; 148-149. Thomas Cooper, ed., The Statutes at Large of 
South Carolina (Columbia, 1837), II, 309-316. 

• The Euchee, or Yuchi, Indians had their town on the Hiwassee River which 
lies directly west of Franklin, N. C., and flows west into Tennessee. 

• McDowell, Indian Trade Commissioners Journals, 1710-1718, 53-57. 
7 The title of the act is given in Cooper, Statutes, II, 381, but the text is 

not known to be extant; see Crane, Southern Frontier, 150, n. 53. 
• The two tribes were an important bulwark to the colony, and were settled 

in the region of Port Royal Sound and on the Savannah River, respectively. 
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quired to stay in the Indian towns for ten months out of each 
year. Before 1712 the Agent was primarily concerned with 
Yamasee grievances and the trade at Savannah Town, a 
trading post on the eastern bank of the river, near present
day Augusta; but the defection of the Alabama Indians to 
the French at Mobile promoted one of several trips made 
between 1712 and 1715 to friendly tribes living between Sav
annah Town and the Mississippi River. 

The Yamasee Indians continued to suffer abuses at the 
hands of traders that caused them to engage in a general con
spiracy against the Carolina settlements with other Indian 
tribes of the region, and resulted in the Yamasee War of 1715. 
This disrupted the Indian trade and ended the functioning 
of the board. 

The problem of rebuilding the lost trade was answered by 
the adoption of a drastic measure; the Colonial Assembly 
passed an act on June 30, 1716, which provided for a public 
monopoly of the trade.9 The new board of five Commission
ers met several days later and ordered the record of their 
proceedings kept, which is the second journal in volume one 
of the "Indian Books." They planned "not to have any more 
a settled Store among the Indians, but by Degrees cause the 
Indians to come to our Forts and purchase what they 
want .... ,no Three "factories," or trading posts, were to be 
established for that purpose; one at Savannah Town, another 
at Winyah Bay, and the third to be built at the Congarees, 
near the site of future Columbia. The commissioners were 
soon forced to abandon this policy, and to expand their trade. 
When peace returned to the frontier, the Indians' demand 
for goods increased, competition from Virginia became a men
ace to the Charles Town monopoly, and private traders began 
to meet the demand for more goods with a clandestine trade, 
especially in the coastal region around Winyah Bay and 
Port Royal Sound. 

Other reasons caused a change in plans for trade with the 
Cherokees, a large tribe whose towns were in the piedmont 
and mountain region of what is now part of South Carolina, 
North Carolina, Georgia and Tennessee. By an agreement 
in 1716 between Charikee Hagey, the Cherokee conjuror, and 
Col. James Moore, a Carolina planter, the Cherokees were to 

• Cooper, Statutes, II, 677-80, gives only part of the act, but the complete 
text is printed in McDowell, Indian Trade Commissioners Jo11rnals, 1710-1718, 
325-329. 

10 Ibid., 83-84. 
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trade at Savannah Town until the Congaree factory was 
opened. No factory was established there until 1718, and the 
Creeks, who were located in present-day Alabama and Geor
gia, attacked the Cherokees on their journeys to Savannah 
Town, and they refused to go there except for rum. As a re
sult, several trading factories were located in the Cherokee 
towns.11 

In the north central part of the colony the Catawba In
dians, a small tribe that was an important source of deer
skins, were provided with a trader soon after the Yamasee 
War ended. Along the coast, a small factory was opened for 
a time at Santee, between Charles Town and Winyah Bay on 
the Santee River, but most of the "Northward Trade" was 
transacted at the Winyah Bay factory, located at Uauenee, 
or the Great Bluff, until hostile Cheraw Indians from the 
northeastern part of the colony forced its relocation on Black 
River.12 Southwest of Charles Town no factories were open
ed, but the clandestine trade by planters through their slaves 
in the Port Royal region helped to cause the adoption of a 
plan for a public plantation trade. In December, 1716, an 
act was passed authorizing certain planters to trade for the 
public at Port Royal as well as other places, such as Goose 
Creek, Ashley Ferry, James' Island, and Dorchester.13 They 
were not supplied with goods and rum, however, until 1718. 

The Creek trade was opened at Savannah Town after Theo
philus Hastings, the former Cherokee factor, arranged a truce 
with the tribe, which had been involved in the Yamasee War. 
The Creeks wanted factories in their settlements, and this 
was agreed to during a visit to Charles Town by the Squire, 
and other Creek head men. The following summer a pack
horse train, guarded by provincial soldiers, was sent out with 
assistant factors, or traders, which Hastings established at 
trading houses in the Creek settlements.14 

Prices of goods sold in the trade were a source of friction 
between the colony and the Cherokee Indians. The Cherokees 
had agreed that the prices at their factories were to be high
er than at Savannah Town, but the difference was more than 
they expected. A gun sold for thirty-five buckskins in the 
towns and for thirty at Savannah Town; white duffield 

11 Ibid., 120-130. 
12 Ibid., 259. 
1 • Cooper, Statutes, II, 691-694. 
"McDowell, Indian Trade Commissioners Journal, 1710-1718, 306-12. 
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blankets, for sixteen in the towns and fourteen at Savannah 
Town; and a calico petticoat, fourteen from the factors and 
twelve at Savannah Town; while at the same time, the Chero
kees had to supply the burdeners for carrying the goods to 
their factories. 15 They protested vainly until the factor, 
William Hatton, reported in 1718 that the Virginians were 
selling goods bought in on pack-horses "at much cheaper 
rates than the Carolina traders can answer to take ... "16 The 
commissioners quickly decided to allow the same prices for 
the Cherokees that the Creeks had received. 

While the commissioners were forced to lower prices, costs 
of operation were increasing. Notes issued for payment of 
goods bought in 1716 were for the "prime" cost, but in 1718 
the situation had changed. The 15,000 currency appropria
tion made by the Assembly for stock was gone, no cash loans 
were obtained, several shipments of goods to Savannah Town 
had been lost from Creek attacks, and the board had been 
saddled with the burden of maintaining the Savannah Town 
and Congaree garrisons. When the Commissioners purchas
ed goods for the trade in May, 1718, from Walter Lougher, a 
Charles Town merchant, the price included a "ninety per cent 
advance on the prime cost."17 

The records of this venture into public monopoly of the In
dian trade end in the journal on August 29, 1718, when it was 
ordered that another book be secured for keeping the proceed
ings of the board. 

There are at present no documents of the type described 
here to be found for the period between 1718 and 1750, but 
there is evidence to show that records relating to the regula
tion of the trade, as well as others concerning Indian affairs, 
were kept during those years. The Indian trade act of 1723 
provided for a clerk to keep the records of the commissioners 
of Indian affairs. The trading code adopted in 1731 also re
quired a secretary to keep records.18 In 1738, while Lieuten
ant-Governor William Bull was acting governor, the records 
of the Council refer to a conference between Bull and a party 
of Chickasaw and Choctaw Indians, which it is said was "en
tered in a Book for the future to be kept for that purpose."19 

1 • Ibid., 89; 101-104. 
1 • Ibid., 311-312. 
11 Ibid., 280. 
18 Cooper, Stattttes, III, 327-334. 
19MS Journal of the Council (photostatic copy of the original in the British 

Public Record Office in the South Carolina Archives), December 30, 1738, 1. 
The above statement amends the original one which tentatively credited James 
Glen with the innovation. 
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The Council reported to the Commons House of Assembly in 
17 45 that one of their Clerk's duties was to write "in a Book 
for Indian Affairs,"20 and the next year the Council said that 
"as it is necessary to keep an Account of the Transactions of 
the Government with the Indians, a particular Book is 
kept by the Clerk of the Council for that Purpose that all 
those Matters may be seen at one View ... "21 Unfortunately 
these volumes are not now to be found, but volumes two 
through six of the "Indian Books," recorded during the dec
ade, 1750 to 1760, appear to have been part of this group. 

Volumes two, three, four, and part of five, were recorded 
during Governor James Glen's administration as Governor 
of South Carolina ( 17 43-1756), and they reflect his activity 
in Indian affairs. Glen's letters to and from governor 
George Clinton of New York leading up to the conference in 
Albany in 1751 between the Six Nations and the Catawba In
dians are in volume two, as well as the proceedings of that 
congress with the speeches of Governor Clinton and South 
Carolina's delegate, Lieutenant-Governor William Bull. Bull 
sent back an interesting account of the treaty negotiations, 
and a description of the towns of Albany and Schenectady in 
1751. A large portion of volume three contains extracts 
from the journal of Thomas Bosomworth, the agent sent by 
Glen to arrange peace and reopen trade with the Creek In
dians in 1752. Glen's rivalry in colonial affairs with Gover
nor Robert Dinwiddie of Virginia is evident in their corres
pondence, and also his opposition to Dinwiddie's plan to use 
the Cherokee and Catawba Indians against the French on 
the Virginia frontier. Glen's "talks" with the Cherokees, 
CatawbaS', and Creeks concerning trade and other matters 
are included along with trade prices and regulations. 

After William Henry Lyttleton ( 1756-1760) replaced Glen, 
his correspondence with the other colonial governors in re
gard to Indian affairs appears in the volumes. Many docu
ments deal with the events leading up to the loss of the Chero
kee alliance and outbreak of the Cherokee War in 1760. The 
first onslaught of the Cherokees on the frontier settlers and 
forts is described by documents in volume six, but none ap
pear dated later than March, 1760, though half of its pages 
are numbered as if the clerk expected to fill them at some 
future date. The last journal included in this group does not 

•• MS Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, March 19, 1745. 
"'Ibid., June 10, 1746. 
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begin until 1762, after peace had been restored with the Cher
okees, and is concerned only with the public trade established 
at Fort Prince George for the Cherokee Indians. 

The "Indian Books" form only a part of the sources neces
sary for a study of Indian affairs in the lower South during 
the first half of the eighteenth century, but in commenting 
on the documents Verner W. Crane has compared them in 
importance with "the New York Indian records."22 Other 
scholars such as John R. Alden, Robert L. Meriwether, Chap
man J. Milling, and Wilbur R. Jacobs have made extensive 
use of the manuscripts.23 As a group the records highlight a 
cycle in South Carolina's development. The colony's return 
to public trade for Indians under its influence after nearly 
fifty years of private trading indicate the trade was as much 
a problem in 1762 as it had been in 1716. The venture failed 
financially as had happened in 1718, but the first public trade 
served to end the old abuses and restore peace following the 
Yamasee War. Perhaps it was inevitable for the Carolinians 
to try the same remedy again in 1762. The possibilities of 
using the records have been demonstrated by competent schol
ars; and in my opinion another story, one of the great periods 
in Southern trade, has its origin between the pages of these 
so-called "Indian Books." 

As part of the continuing program to publish the Colonial 
Records of South Carolina, the South Carolina Archives 
Department has scheduled all of the "Indian Books" for pub
lication. At the present time they are available on microfilm 
through the Library of Congress Early State Records film col
lection, and plans have been made to issue a more thoroughly 
edited microfilm edition of the volumes by the Archives De
partment in the near future . 

.. Crane, Southern Frontier, 337. 
•• The authors' works referred to here are respectively John Stuart and the 

Southern Colonial Frontier, 1754-17i5 (Ann Arbor, 1944) ; The Expansion 
of South Carolina, 1729-1765 (Kingsport, 1940); and Red Carolinians (Chapel 
Hill, 1940). Jacobs used them in connection with his edition of In.dians of 
the Soidhern Colonial Frontier, The Edmond Atkin R eport and Plan of 1755 
( Columbia, 1954). 
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