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Team finds right wheelchairs 
W hen you think of wheelchairs 

what do you think of? 
Metal, plastic, black, chrome, leather, 

wheels, neon, hand powered, battery 
powered ... you get the idea. 

For people with disabilities, however, 
the metal, leather, wheels all add up to 
something much more important
MOBILITY and INDEPENDENCE. 

And the right chair can help steer an 
individual to career success. 

For instance, a person with a light
weight, easy-to-maneuver wheelchair 
might have an advantage in a job with 
tight work space. 

Or a power chair might give a person 
an edge in a job where he or she crosses 
steep hills. 

"Wheelchairs have such a big impact 
on clients' potential, because many live 
in them ten or twelve hours a day," said 
Gregory "Greg" W. McGrew,rehabilita
tion engineer at the South Carolina Vo
cational Rehabilitation Department in 
West Columbia. 

"A doctor's prescription for a chair 
may say only 'power wheelchair,' or 
'lightweight manual chair.' That's about 
as specific as they get. 

"A vendor might take that and choose 
a chair according to what's in stock or 
popular at the time. c.-

ATE UBR!,RY 
JAN 2 81993 

STATE DOCUMENTS 

Gregory "Greg" W. McGrew, SCVRD rehabilitation engineer, takes 
measurements to make sure this client gets a properly fitting wheelchair. 
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Team finds right wheelchairs 
"All we're looking for is what is 

best for the client." 
After finding that many clients 

had chairs that did not fit them 
physically or did not meet their 
lifestyle demands, McGrew and 
Nina L. Cunningham, physical 
therapist in the Vocational Reha
bilitation Department's Muscular 
Development Center (MDC), 
teamed up to help clients select 
wheelchairs. 

Counselors refer clients to the 
team. 

Clients also learn about the ser
vice after meeting Cunningham 
while participating in programs 
offered by the department's 
Evaluation Center. 

Cunningham and McGrew 
schedule appointments with cli
entsfordetailedanalysesofwheel
chair needs. 

Together they provide eight to 

Greg McGrew and Nina L. Cunningham, physical therapist in the Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department's Muscular Development Center, formulate a wheel
chair prescription for Brad Bowman, a client planning to attend law school. 
Bowman needs a chair durable and fast enough to accommodate the busy lifestyle 
of a student on the large campus of the University of South Carolina. 
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Judith "Judy" L. Hughes, special services coordinator for the SCVRD 
at the Roger C. Peace Rehabilitation Institute in Greenville, helps 
Cunningham and McGrew present a wheelchair selection seminar. 
Private and public sector counselors and physical therapists take 
part in the seminar while manufacturers show their goods. 

ten clients with wheelchair pre
scriptions each month. 

The two consider many factors 
while doing a wheelchair prescrip
tion: the environment in which the 
client uses the chair, the client's 
functional abilities and range of 
motion, the client's source of 
strength, and the manner in which 
the client will transport the chair. 

They measure for correct size, 
make recommendations on selec
tion and location of controls, and 
specify tire types. 

For instance, just getting the 
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back of the chair's height right 
helps clients in wheelchairs with 
their posture. 

Footrests may require tapering. 
And McGrew produces cus

tomized seat cushions for clients 
with pressure sore problems. 

Still wheelchair technology 
changes very quickly. The two 
work hard to stay informed of the 
latest innovations. 

"Every year we go to Atlanta to 
a very good trade show that dem
onstrates all the newest equip
ment," said Cunningham. 
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The knowledge they acquire at 
the trade shows, added to the ex
pertise they bring as a rehabilita
tion engineer and a physical thera
pist, enable this team to really help 
the department's clients with their 
wheelchair needs. 

For more information about 
wheelchair prescriptions, write 
Cunningham or McGrew at 1410-
C Boston A venue, Post Office Box 
15, WestColumbia,SC 29171-0015 
or telephone Cunningham at (803) 
822-5394 or McGrew at (803) 822-
5372. (1) 
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South Carolina improves parking 
for persons with disabilities 

You might not know it but the 
members of the South Carolina 
legislature amended South Car
olina's handicapped parking leg
islation this year. 

As a result, the new legislation 
dramatically increases fines and 
makes it easier to enforce parking 
laws for people with disabilities. 

You must have a special handi
capped parking plate attached to 
the vehicle or a special handi
capped parking placard hanging 
from the rearview mirror of the 
vehicle in order to park in parking 
spaces reserved for individuals 
with disabilities. (Law enforce
ment will continue to honor valid 
dashboard-type placards.) 

Now when an individual with 
no special plate or placard parks in 
a marked handicapped parking 
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place, officers can fine that indi
vidual between $100 and $200 or 
send him or her to prison for up to 
30days. 

All law enforcement and private 
security officers (often hired by 
shopping centers) now use one 
uniform parking violations ticket. 

In addition, those officers write 
the ticket to the vehicle rather than to 
the driver. In the past, officers had 
to wait for the driver to return to 
the car to present the ticket to the 
driver. This made the law difficult 
to enforce. 

TheJointLegislativeCornrnittee 
for the Disabled (JLCD) played a 
leading role in getting the state's 
handicapped parking legislation 
amended. 

If you have questions about this 
legislation or would like addi-
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tional information, feel free to call 
(803) 734-2954 or write: 

The Joint Legislative Committee 
for the Disabled 

Blatt Building 222 
Post Office Box 11867 
Columbia, SC 29211 
If you need more information 

about the special handicapped 
parking plates or placards, contact 
the Division of Motor Vehicles of 
the South Carolina Department of 
Highways and Public Transporta
tion at telephone number (803) 
251-2960 or write them at Post 
Office Box 1498, Columbia, South 
Carolina 29216-0019. 

If you just need an application 
for a special plate or placard, con
tact your local office of the South 
Carolina Department of High
ways and Public Transportation. 

(i) 
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The Center for Rehabilitation 
Technology Services (CRTS), a 
rehabilitation engineering center 
operated by the South Carolina 
Vocational Rehabilitation Depart
ment, now provides a statewide 
Used Equipment Referral Service 
known as UERS. 

Adaptive aids or devices which 
help individuals with disabilities 
become more independent in edu
cation, employment, daily living 
and recreation are now referred to 
as rehabilitation technology or 
assistive technology. 

Individuals who have used de
vices and other equipment for sale 
may place an ad in the monthly 
UERS publication. 

Individuals who want to buy a 
used item can place a "want ad" in 
the same publication. 

UERS is designed to facilitate 
the recycling of assistive technol
ogy among consumers with dis
abilities. Its primary role is to serve 
as a referral source. It is not respon
sible either for the condition of the 
equipment that is bought and sold 
or for negotiations between par
ties. 

During its preliminary research 
stage, the Center for Rehabilitation 
Technology Services consulted 
with used equipment referral pro
grams in Arkansas, Iowa and 
North Carolina. 

Anyone who would like addi
tional information or who would 
like to be added to the mailing list 
for the UERS publication, should 
telephone the center at (803) 822-
5362 (voice/TDD) from 8:30 A.M. 
through 5 P.M., Monday through 
Friday or write: 

CRTS 
S.C. Vocational Rehabilitation 

Department 
1410-C Boston Avenue 
West Columbia, SC 29170 @ 
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Graduates complete 
Computer Training Program 

S enator John Drummond of 
Greenwood County spoke at the 
graduation ceremony of the South 
Carolina Vocational Rehabilita
tion Department's Computer 
Training Program. 

The program simultaneously 
trains people with severe disabili
ties in automated office occupa
tions, computer aided drafting 
and programming. 

A Business Advisory Council 
represents the public and private 
sectors and assists the department 
in screening candidates, selecting 
students, developing curricula, 
evaluating student performance, 
placing trainees in permanent em
ployment, etc. 

Samuel L. Jones Jr. of the S.C. 
Division of Human Resource 
Management chairs the council. 

The following received certifi
cates in automated office occupa
tions: Rebecca Bedinger from 
Camden, Connie Hensley Poston 
from Scranton, Nancy Spinella 
from Lexington, TammySwafford 
from Seneca and Mary Lou Taylor 
from Batesburg; in computer 
aided drafting: John Aavik from 
Gaffney, Richard Abbott from Co
lumbia, Larry Altman from 
Timmonsville, Howard Blair from 
Blythewood, Jack Deal from 
Sumter, Ben Elstad from Lexing
ton, Eric Geiger from Chapin, 
Lewis Hollis from Elgin, David 
Stephens from Spartanburg and 
Fred Willard from Travelers Rest; 
and in programming: Robert 
Dudley from Spartanburg, 
Clayton Gordon from Silverstreet 
and Tadd Hamblen from 
Greenville. (i) 
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Senator John Drummond of Greenwood County {I) and Samuel L. Jones Jr. (r) of 
the South Carolina Division of Human Resource Management and chairman of 
the Computer Training Program's Business Advisory Council present a gradua
tion certificate to Nancy Spinella from Lexington. 
Spinella graduated from the automated office occupations section of the program 
and works as an administrative assistant in Blue Cross/Blue Shield's Casualty 
and Property Division. 
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Medlock speaks at ADA Seminar 
A t an Americans with Dis

abilities Act seminar recently, 
Travis Medlock, attorney general, 
spoke at length about R.K. "Tripp" 
Anderson III. 

Anderson is an assistant attor
ney general and a past client of the 
South Carolina Vocational Reha

~ bilitation Department. 
Excerpts from that speech fol

low: 
"Some of the most successful 

men and women, the most out
standing leaders this country has 
ever produced have been physi
cally or mentally disabled in some 
way. But still they have overcome 
the odds and succeeded. 

"Franklin Roosevelt's legs did 
not allow him to walk, yet he led 
this country through the Great 
Depression and America's great
estwar. 

"Helen Keller had no physical 
sight, but she saw as clearly as any
one, that the blind could and 
should have a future. 

"Senator Bob Kerrey has but one 
leg, but he just completed a run for 
the highest office in the land. 

"Barbara Jordan must sit in a 
wheelchair, yet her strong voice 
and her powerful intellect let her 
stand tall and inspire the nation as 
few others do. 

"Jim Abbott possesses only one 
good arm; still, with it, he strikes 
out the very best major league hit
ters. 

"And we all admire Susan Au de 
Fisher, WIS-TV news anchor. 

"Each, like many others, such as 
our disabled veterans, has suc
ceeded through true grit and de
termination. 

"The full measure of any man or 
woman is not his or her physical 
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or mental strength. We must look 
much deeper than that. Beneath 
the human body lies the human 
spirit which knows no physical 
boundaries or limitations, no re
strictions imposed by physical or 
mental disability. That spirit asks 
only for the chance to reach full 
potential, to achieve full measure. 
That spirit seeks only the un
equivocal, unpatronizing oppor
tunity to be unleashed. 

"Given the chance, the human 
spirit is undying. 

Travis Medlock 
Attorney General 

"The new Americans with Dis
abilities Act goes far toward re
moving the legal shackles of dis
ability, allowing the human spirit 
to run free and achieve. It ensures 
equality of opportunity, indepen
dent living and economic self-suf
ficiency. 

"While, of course, there must be 
a period of transition- as there is 
with every piece of landmark leg
islation-we will look back on the 
passage of this Act as we have 
many others, and say undoubt-
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edly, it was needed. Certainly, it is 
effective. Clearly, it does work. 

"But we won't complete the job 
with the Act alone. The rest must 
be done by each of us. By you and 
I. We must each renew our per
sonal commitment to the funda
mental idea that equality of oppor
tunity is the essence of the Ameri
candream .... 

"Our nation's and state's 
strength is no greater than the 
strength and contributions of each 
individual. Unless each South 
Carolinian has the full opportu
nity to succeed, we as a state will 
fail. 

"No, we are not all physically 
alike, we are not all mentally the 
same, but we are all one. One na
tion, one state, one people, indivis
ible. The Americans with Disabili
ties Act is a strong catalyst to bring 
us together. But our commitment 
to each other gives us the bond that 
holds us together. 

"Let me share with you one very 
special success story that I am par
ticularly proud to tell. Assistant 
Attorney General Tripp Anderson 
in my office is an outstanding ex
ample of the potency of the human 
spirit. 

"Tripp was an athletic, physi
cally vigorous person when a 
tragic diving accident confined 
him to a wheelchair. But while to
day he must remain physically 
seated, in the practice of law and 
as a criminal prosecutor he runs 
about as flat-out as anyone I have 
ever seen. He is smart. He is tough. 
He is good. 

"Tripp does not shy away from 
hard assignments. He had to pros
ecute a police officer charged with 
beating up a Cayce, South Caro-
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Medlock speaks at ADA Seminar 
lina resident while off duty, 
but he did a superb job. 

"In a very difficult case, 
Tripp handled the prosecu
tion in Sumter of Terrence 
Singleton and Herbert 
Pearson, and got a conviction 
against them for accessory to 
murder and accessory to 
armed robbery ... 

"In addition to criminal 
prosecution and extraditions, 
Tripp advises the State Ethics 
Commission. 

"He has helped guide the 
commission through the tran
sition period brought about 
with the enactment of the new 
ethics law. 

"Tripp is also assigned to ad
vise police officers and law en
forcement agencies and to assist 
in ad vising local officials such as 
coroners and magistrates. 

"Tripp Anderson truly repre
sents the best and the brightest of 
the human spirit. Time and time 
again, he has shown it does not 
take good legs, but a good mind, 

R.K. "Tripp" Anderson III 

to argue a case; it does not take 
strength of body, but strength of 
facts and law, to convince a jury; 
it does not require an iron grip, 
but steely grit, guile and guts, to 
convict a criminal. 

"It is a pleasure for me to have 
Tripp here with us today and to 
tell you how proud I am to have 
him on my staff ... 

South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department 
1410 Boston Avenue 
Post Office Box 15 
West Columbia, SC 29171-0015 

Address Correction Requested 

"Tripp Anderson proves 
that our citizens are our great
est resource. 

"If everyone is given the 
opportunity to fully contrib
ute, we will compete and win 
in the new global economy. 
Just as we should not fear one 
another, we should not fear 
change for the better. 

"The great writer, T.S. Eliot 
said ... if we fail, if we do not try, 
the next generation will harvest 
the fruit of our indifference. 

"As we move toward the 
21stcentury,ourstatemust be 
creative, choosing new solu
tions; bold, breaking new 
ground; and strong, standing 
behind our commitment to 
the next generation. 

"Providing full equal op
portunity for disabled South 
Carolinians symbolizes the 
kinds of creativity, boldness 
and strength we need to meet 
the challenges of the future 
headon." (!} 
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Dear NEW HORIZONS Reader: 

According to state law, each year the South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department must check its mailing list. 

If your address on your mailing label is wrong, please peel off the label and 
attach it to t~.: 3 card below. 

Check the appropriate box, make the corrections on the label and drop this 
card into the mail to us. 

However, if you are receiving duplicate copies of NEW HORIZONS, please 
peel off the label of the one you want us to stop mailing, attach it below, check 
the box that says "stop sending" and mail it back. 

0 Please change my nam~ and address as shown. 

0 Please stop sending NEW HORIZONS. 



Dear NEW HORIZONS reader: 

According to state law, each year the South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department must check its mailing list and delete all 
readers who fail to notify the department that they wish to continue 
to receive NEW HORIZONS. 

Please help us by carefully following the directions on the 
attached post card and mailing it. 

Attention South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department employees! You do not have to and should not 
return this post card. 

Thank you for taking the time to do this. 

The editors 
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