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BECKMAN RETIRES AFTER 38 YEARS 
IN REHABILITATION 

Dill D. Beckman, Commissioner 
of the South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department, is re
tiring effective June 24, 1976, ac
cording to E. Roy Stone, Jr., Chair
man of the South Carolina State 
Agency of Vocational Rehabilita
tion. 

Beckman has been with Voca
tional Rehabilitation since March 
1, 1938, and has been Commis
sioner of the Department since 
October, 1960. 

"Under Beckman's direction the 
Department has grown and has 
achieved national ranking in plac
ing the handicapped in employ
ment," according to Stone. 

Beckman recalls the growth of 
the program since he began work
ing in rehabilitation. "In the begin
ning we could only serve clients 
with o r t h o p e d i c disabilities. 
Through the years, I have seen the 
additi9n of a number of other pro
grams including services to the 
mentally ill and the mentally re
tarded, alcoholics, epileptics, and 
the deaf and hearing impaired." 

"With the growth in services to 
these different disability groups," 
Beckman notes, "the size of the 
staff grew from two professionals 
when I began with the program 
to a network of offices across the 
state for the provision of services 
to the handicaooed." 

Stone !'avs, "throuP.;h his leader
ship the Department hac; attained 
a number of milestones. South 

Carolina was the first state 
to organize a rehabilitation facili
ty in a state hospital setting 
in order to provide services to the 
institutionalized mentally ill. And 
our state was one of the first to 
work with the mentally retarded 
in institutions." 

"An outgrowth of the program 
for the mentally retarded," Stone 
continued, "is the work activity 
center program. The centers are 
set up in rehabilitation facilities, 
and are designed to take the men
tally retarded out of the institution 
and return them to their communi
ties as self -sustaining or self -sup
porting citizens." 

Beckman was instrumental in 
eetting funding for the construe-

tion of rehabilitation centers in 
Walterboro, Charleston, Sumter, 
Orangeburg and Greenville. Cen
ters have been in operation in 
these areas, but the facilities were 
less than adequate for carrying out 
the program. "With increased em
phasis on services to the severely 
disabled," Beckman says, "it was 
necessary to make the centers 
more suitable for their needs." 

Beckman has served as Chair
man of the Council of State Ad
ministrators of Vocational Rehabi
litation (CSA VR) Committee on 
Social Security Relations. He was 
selected by President Johnson to 
serve on a national committee on 
programs for public offenders. He 
has served on a Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare De
velopmental Disabilities Council 
and was at one time President of 
the National Rehabilitation Asso
riation. 

Stone said, "We realize that 
emergency situations and retire
ments sometimes cause a loss in 
many organizations. But we have 
been preparing for this situation, 
realizing that Dr. Beckman would 
sometime be retiring from his posi
tion a.c; Commissioner. He has fol
lowed one of his employees it1 ·the 
Department from his position as 
counselor, and as this employee 
proved his leadership abilities, 
moved up through the ranks of 
the Department." 

(Continued on page 3) 
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SOUTH CAROLINA HOSTS REGION IV NRA CONFERENCE 

(fop) J. S. Dusenbury, Presi
dent of Region IV NRA, accepts 
the H. B. Cummings Award from 
Ronald W. Parker during a 
general business session at the 
conference at Myrtle Beach. 

(Center) Nearly 700 delegates 
attended meetings at the region
al conference. 

(Below) Rep. Jewel Baskin, 
member of the South Carolina 
House of Representatives, from 
Columbia, addresses NARS mem
bers on "Contributions of Ameri· 
can Women." 

Almost 700 delegates from eight 
states in the Southeast Region 
attended the 1976 Region IV NRA 
conference at Myrtle Beach, May 
17-20. This number far exceeded 
the estimated number which would 
be attending the meeting. 

Joe S. Dusenbury, Deputy Com
missioner of the South Carolina 
Vocational Rehabilitation Depart
ment, was serving as President of 
the Region IV NRA and as coordi
nator of the meeting. 

Election of officers was held at 
which time J. Wister Wallace of 
Kentucky was elected Region IV 
President for the coming year. 

Headliners on the program in
cluded: Dr. Andrew S. Adams, RSA 
Commissioner; Dr. Stephen J. Cor
nett, Director, Office of Rehabilita
tion Services, Atlanta; Dr. Dill D. 
Beckman, Commissioner, South 
Carolina Vocational Rehabilita
tion Department; Cornelius Wil
liams, President-Elect, NRA, West 
Virginia; and Dianne Roupe, Exe
cutive Director, NRA, Washington. 

The program also included a 
number of group and divisional 
meetings as well as some special 
interest topics. 

The next regional meeting is 
scheduled for May 22-26, 1977, at 
Galt House in Louisville, Kentucky. 
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FOUR NEW REHAB CENTERS OPEN 

·.I ~~~l!J 

Photographs and a plaque were unveiled at the Walterboro Vocational Rehabilita
tion Center in honor of Sen. J. P. Harrelson and Rep. Peden B. McLeod, both of Wal
terboro. Pictured from left are: Sen. Harrelson; Dr. Edgar C. Mayse; Dr. Dill D. 
Beckman; Michelle Alexander, Harrelson's granddaughter; Peden "Brown" McLeod, 
Jr.; and Rep. McLeod. 

New and modern Vocational Re
habilitation Centers have opened in 
several areas of the state in order 
to provide improved services to 
handicapped citizens. 

The South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department owns 
and operates these facilities in 
Charleston, Walterboro, Sumter 
and Orangeburg. 

The Centers provide evaluation, 

training, work experience and 
other services necessary to reha
bilitate the handicapped and return 
them to gainful employment. The 
Department has operated work
shop facilities across the state 
since 1960, but these are the first 
buildings built and designed spe
cifically for this purpose. Some 
were operating in renovated serv
ice stations, stores, and other such 
buildings. 

B. J. Marett, Director, Disability Determination Division, receives award from 
David B. Smith, Acting Assistant Bureau Director, Bureau of Disability Insurance. 
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BECKMAN RETIRES 
(Continued from page 1) 

"Joe Dusenbury has served as 
assistant to Dr. Beckman since 
1967," Stone continued, "and has 
proven his ability in working very 
closely with Dr. Beckman on all 
matters concerning vocational re
habilitation in South Carolina. The 
Board has voted to fill the vacancy 
created by Dr. Beckman's retire
ment with this very able individual, 
and we're certain he will carry on 
the work of the Department in a 
very efficient manner." 

Because of the economic situ
ation which now prevails, the 
Board has made the decision to 
leave the position of Deputy Com
missioner vacant. 

The Agency Board has requested 
that Dr. Beckman remain as a con
sultant in order that the Depart
ment might benefit from his knowl
edge and experience in the prq
gram. 

Citation Presented 
To DDD 

A Director's Citation from the 
Bureau of Disability Insurance 
(BDI) was presented to the South 
Carolina Disability Determination 
Division during the Region IV NRA 
conference at Myrtle Beach. 

The award, the highest honor 
award of BDI, recognizes the 
sustained superior preformance of 
each individual in the Division 
during a very difficult period of 
time. The Division was faced with 
the tremendous challenge of pro
cessing heavy regular and new 
legislation workloads while coping 
with training of personnel and 
frequent procedural changes. They 
were able to meet these challenges 
and to consistently exceed the per
formance of other State agencies 
within the Atlanta Region and 
nationally. 

B. J. Marett is Director of the 
Division which is under the South 
Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department. 



PAGE 4 T H E N E W H 0 R I Z 0 N S 

, DOING IT RIGHT 

Editor's note- The following ' 
editorial is reprinted from the 
Greenville News, Friday, May 
21 , 1976. 

Announcement of Dr. Dill Beck
man's retirement on June 24 as 
commissioner of the South Caro
lina Vocational Rehabilitation De
partment is an occasion for reflec
tion upon an important state agen
cy which is noted for doing its job 
right. 

Under the leadership of Dr. Beck
man during the past 15 years, the 
South Carolina agency has become 
the best of its kind in the United 
States. It is number one in putting 
handicapped people in rewarding 

employment after working with 
them to overcome their handicaps. 

Therefore, Dr. Beckman, who 
has served for 38 years in rehabili
tation work, can retire with a sense 
of real accomplishment, knowing 
that he has made South Carolina 
tops in one field and has helped 
thousands of South Carolinians to 
overcome disabilities and become 
productive citizens. 

But there is more than that to the 
retirement of this dedicated and 
talented public servant. The story 
of the vocational rehabilitation 
agency in recent years is an ex
ample of how state service agen
cies should operate. 

Dr. Beckman was able to do his 
job right, not only because of his 
own high capabilities, but also 
because he was responsible to and 
supported by an exceptionally 
strong, independent board of ap

~~~+'--K::i~+---pointed citizens. Over the years the 
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board, whose members are ap
pointed to staggered terms of of-
fice, has been composed of people 
~enuinely concerned about rehabi
litation and widely respected for 
their integrity and dedication. 

, For the last few years, a Green
villian, E. Roy Stone, Jr., has served 
as chairman of the board. 
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Because of the way the agency 
has operated, it has enjoyed the 
confidence of governors and lead
ers of the General Assembly. The 
board has run the agency with a 
minimum of political interference 
and a maximium amount of effici
ency and effectiveness. That is why 
the South Carolina agency is num
ber one in the nation. 

Dr. Beckman's retirement had 
been anticipated by him and by the 
board. Because of their foresight 
a worthy successor was already on 
the job in the person of deputy 
commissioner Joe S. Dusenbury. 

As a result the retirement of one 
of the nation's finest and best 
known rehabilitation administrators 
will be less disruptive of the agen
cy's work than otherwise would be 
the case. There will be no loss of 
effectiveness or momentum in the 
transfer of leadership to Dusen
bury's trained hands. 

As he enters retirement Dr. 
Beckman carries with him the 
gratitude and administration of 
thousands of people he has worked 
with over the years, and of the 
state he has served so well. 

South Carolina looks forward to 
continued excellent work from the 
department under the leadership 
of Joe Dusenbury. 
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