
Volume 28, Number 1 January 1989 

SCVRD win r 
The J. M. Foundation, one of the 

nation's oldest private grantmakers, 
recently announced that the South 
Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department was a finalist in two categories 
of the foundation's 1988 Search for 
Excellence competition. 

Jeremiah Milbank, founder of the Boys 
Club of America and the International 
Center for the Disabled in New York, cre
ated The J. M. Foundation in 1924 to en
hance the nation's 
health, rehabilita
tion and educa
tional services. 

For the last 
four years The J. M. 
Foundation has 
sponsored the 
Search for Excel
lence Competition 
in an attempt to find 
and recognize the 
finest service pro
grams to people 
with disabilities 
across the nation -
those programs 
which provide the 
highest benefits to 
their participants i 
the most efficient, · 
cost-effective man-
ner. MttR 1 3 1989 

The foundation honored the South 
Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation De
partment and the other winners and final
ists on Thursday, December 15, 1988, at a 
noon luncheon at the Mayflower Hotel in 
Washington, D. C. 

National vocational rehabilitation 
leaders, government officials, educators, 
philanthropists, other public policy mak
ers, foundation president Jeremiah Mil-(.-



J. M. Foundation awards continued 
bank Jr. and former Secretary of 
Education and newly appointed 
drug czar William J. Bennett at
tended the luncheon. 

such prestigious recognition, as 
we have long tried to make all 
our programs as effective and ef
ficient as possible. 

The South Carolina Voca
tional Rehabilitation Depart
ment was the only state agency 
recognized although the founda
tion received 246 entries in the 
competition from 36 states. 

Commissioner of the South 
Carolina Vocational Rehabilita
tion Department, Joe S. 
Dusenbury, said, "Obviously, 
we are pleased that we received 

"We find it particularly 
gratifying that the foundation 
chose to recognize two of our 
programs as two of the very best 
service programs to people with 
disabilities in the nation and, in 
essence, confirm our belief in all 
our programs." 

The foundation chose the 
Vocational Reha bili ta tion 
Department's job readiness pro-

(left to right) Phillip J. Ganders, senior 
vice president at South Carolina National 
Bank and a member of the SCVRD's Busi
ness Advisory Council, watches William J. 
Bennett, former secretary of education and 
newly appointed drug czar, present an 
award to Joe S. Dusenbury, SCVRD com
missioner, while Jeremiah Milbank Jr., 
president of The J. M. Foundation, looks on. 

The foundation chose the SCVRD's 
computer programmer training course as a 
finalist in the occupational skill training cate
gory. 

photograph by Vince Finnegan 

HORIZONS 
New Horizons is published by the South 

Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department, 
1410 Boston Avenue, Post Office Box 15, West 
Columbia, South Carolina 29171-0015. 

The South Carolina Vocational Rehabilita
tion Department does not discriminate in thede
livery of services or in employment. 

The South Carolina Vocational Rehabilita
tion Department offers equal opportunity in its 
employment and provision of services without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national ori
gin, age or mental or physical disability in keep
ing with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 and Section 504 of the Reha
bilitation Act of 1973. 
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H. L. Laffitte, M.D., vice chairman, Allendale 
Joe S. Dusenbury, secretary, Columbia 
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Floyd Breeland, Charleston 

Harry W. Findley, Anderson 
John A. Montgomery, Columbia 

J. Hewlette Wasson, Laurens 

Department: 
Commissioner - Joe S. Dusenbury 

Editor - Mary Beth Hill 
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gram, which the department 
operates in conjunction with the 
Citizens and Southern National 
Bank, as a finalist in the employ
ability development category 
and the Vocational Rehabilita
tion Department's computer 
programmer training course as a 
finalist in the occupational skill 
training category. 

Both these programs de
pend in large part on the support 
of the business and industry 
community in South Carolina. 

The department's job readi-

Area Offices: 
Aiken - 855 York Street, N.E. 
Anderson - 3001 Mall Road 

Beaufort - Highway #170 
Camden - 1111 Broad Street 

Charleston - 4360 Dorchester Road 
Columbia - 1330 Boston Avenue 

Conway - 3009 4th Avenue 
Florence - W. Darlington Street at Jody 

Greenville - 105 Parkins Mill Road 
Greenwood - 2345 Laurens Highway 

Lancaster- Roddey Drive 
Laurens - Laurens-Clinton Highway #76 

Marlboro - Route 4, Box 66 
Orangeburg - 780 Joe S. Jeffords Hgwy, S.E. 

Rock Hill - 1020 Heckle Boulevard 
Spartanburg - 353 South Church Street 

Sumter - 1760 North Main Street 
Walterboro - 521 Recold Road 
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ness program, which began in 
April of 1973, provides individu
als with severe disabilities train
ing in a business setting. These 
individuals work out of the 
bank's Bookkeeping Depart
ment and perform the various 
duties necessary to prepare 
monthly commercial bank state
ments for all of C&S of South 
Carolina's business customers. 

The program allows the Vo
cational Rehabilitation Depart
ment to get on-the-job training 
for many of its clients while pro
viding financial institutions with 

qualified individuals for poten
tial employment. 

The South Carolina Voca
tional Rehabilitation Depart
ment began its computer pro
grammer training course in 1984 
with the help of IBM. 

The program's continued 
success is due in large part to the 
voluntary help and guidance of 
other major business leaders. 
This business advisory commit
tee works with the program to 
develop curricula, select train
ees, evaluate the progress of 
those trainees, develop intern-

ships for those trainees, and as
sist those trainees in job place
ment when they graduate. 

The program lasts nine 
months and includes an intern
ship requirement. 

A majority of the individu
als who complete this course re
ceived substantial federal dis
ability benefits when they en
tered the course. However, after 
graduation, these same indi
viduals now earn an average 
annual salary of more than 
$17,000 per graduate - thereby 
becoming taxpaying instead of 
tax dependent. @ 

Citizens and Southern National Bank employees Grace K. Junker, vice president (left), and 
Jeanette Watts, operations officer, show off the employability development category award that the 
SCVRD won for its job readiness program located at and run cooperatively with C&S. 
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More scenes from the awards 

N · E · W HORIZONS 4 

Surgeon General C. Everett Koop welcomes the 
guests attending The J. M. Foundation luncheon. 

Koop, an unexpected addition to the list of guest 
speakers, was holding a national conference at the 
Mayflower Hotel in Washington, D. C. 

Citizens and Southern Na
tional Bank employees Grace 
K. Junker, vice president (cen
ter) , and Jeanette Watts, op
erations officer, and South 
Carolina Vocational Rehabili
tation Department employee 
Philip J. McNeil, adjustment 
specialist, sneak an early look 
at The J. M. Foundation's 
Search for Excellence awards. 
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Jeremiah 
Milbank Jr. and 
William J. Ben
nett share a 
moment during 
the luncheon. 
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" .. Since the inception of the 
Search for Excellence program, the 
Commission has viewed this level of 
prestigious acclaim within our industry 
to be comparable to the Nobel Prize. 
We strongly believe that no greater 
honor can be bestowed than the recog
nition afforded by one's peers . ... " 

Alan H. Toppel 
Executive Director 

Commission on Accreditation of 
Rehabilitation Facilities 

Phillip J. Ganders displays the award the Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department's computer training course won in 
the occupational skill training category. 

Ganders is a member of a Business Advisory Council 
made up of major business leaders who work closely with the 
program to ensure its success. 
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The group of visiting Social Security 
Administration officials toured the Columbia 
Vocational Rehabilitation Center where Larry W. 
Oswald, center supervisor, showed the group 
some dish towels that clients in the Columbia 
workshop put together for private industry. 

Members of the group shown here include 
(left to right) the South Carolina area director for 
SSA, Frank Wilson; SSA deputy commissioner 
Louis D. Enoff, SCVRD commissioner Joe S. 
Dusenbury, Oswald, and SCVRD Disability 
Determination Division director Richard A. "Rick" 
Vandiver. 

South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department 
14 1 0 Boston Avenue 
Post Office Box 15 
West Columbia, SC 29171-0015 

Address Correction Requested 
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South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation De
partment commissioner Joe S. Dusenbury (center) 
explains the mission of the agency's West Columbia, 
South Carolina, complex to visiting Social Security 
Administration officials. 

Gordon Sherman, SSA regional commissioner
Atlanta Region (left), and Louis D. Enoff, SSA deputy 
commissioner, visited the complex on December 1, 
1988. 
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