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Presidential Assistant 
Visits South Carolina 

Hilda Legg, Executive Director, National Council on the Handicapped; 
E. Roy Stone, Jr., Chairman, S. C. State Agency of Vocational Rehabilitation; 
Joe S. Dusenbury; Mrs. Knauer; H. P. Stephenson, past chairman, Columbia 
Workshop Board; Doug Hall, Chairman, Aiken Workshop Board; Nancy 
Thurmond; Tom Fleming, Special Assistant to Mrs. Knauer; Ellis Hay, 
chairman, Columbia Workshop Board; Earle E. Morris, Comptroller General, 
State of South Carolina. 

Virginia H. Knauer, Director of the 
U. S. Office of Consumer Affairs and 
special assistant to President Reagan, 
recently learned a great deal about 
how Vocational Rehabilitation works 
in South Carolina as she visited 
several sites within the state. 

Her first stop was at C&S National 
Bank of South Carolina in Columbia, 
where she observed clients in a 
training program where they are 

actually working along with other 
bank employees. Under supervision of 
Vocational Rehabilitation personnel, 
the clients perform the entire check 
filing operation for the bank. 

Following a luncheon sponsored by 
the Columbia Vocational Rehabilita
tion Center Advisory Board, Mrs. 
Knauer departed for Aiken. She 
toured the Aiken Vocational Rehabil-
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itation Center, where she observed 
clients working on contracts for busi
nesses such as Riegel Convenience 
Products Division, and DuPont. 

She was guest speaker for Aiken's 
"Salute to Business and Industry" 
sponsored by the advisory board of 
the Aiken Vocational Rehabilitation 
Center, and the Mayor's Committee 
on Employment of the Handicapped. 
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Independence for 
People Through 

Disabled 
Technology 

He is one of the 24,498 people who 
attend the University of South Caro
lina. 

He is one of the millions of people 
who saw Star Wars more than once. 

He is one of the 5,000 deaf people in 
South Carolina . 

Twenty-seven year old Steve Rhodes 
lost his hearing when he contracted 
Spinal Meningitis at age five . The 
disease left him profoundly deaf. His 
speech is hard for the untrained ear to 
understand. 

Steve's day begins with flashing 
lights . 

V. Kathleen Reid 

Spring Valley High School student 
Kathleen Reid will be studying this fall 
at Clemson University on a scholar
ship. 

The article she submitted in the 
1983 Journalism Contest on "In
dependence for Disabled People 
Through Technology" was judged by 
the Governor's Committee on Em
ployment of the Handicapped as the 
top article of more than 100 from 
across the state . 

By V. Kathleen Reid 

"Before he left home, his parents 
took care of the things he needed to 
hear such as an alarm clock, the 
doorbell and the telephone," Barbara 
Porter, Steve's interpreter , said. 

When Steve moved to an apart
ment of his own, he realized he would 
have to find ways to do the little things 
his parents had always done. He 
bought a device which is connected to 
a timer and light to wake himself up. 
Steve also had to get similar devices 
for the doorbell and telephone. 

When Steve uses a telephone, he 
doesn't put a receiver to his ear and 
speak. He uses a telecommunication 

In addition to her four year scholar
ship, Kathleen will travel to Washing
ton, D.C. , in May to attend the annual 
meeting of the President's Committee 
on Employment of the Handicapped. 
The trip is sponsored by the South 
Carolina Labor Council. She also 
receives a $100 cash award from the 
South Carolina AMVETS. 

A student in an advanced composi
tion class at Spring Valley, she is 
assistant color guard captain in the 
school band and a member of the 
National Honor Society, Mu Alpha 
Theta (an honorary math club), Latin 
Club and the Red Cross Club. 

Kathleen is doing an executive 
internship as a first grade teacher at 
North Spring Valley Elementary 
School as a participant in the ALERT 
program for talented and gifted stu
dents. 

She works as a receptionist at 
Dorsett Studio, a studio of music, art 
and dance, and is active in the Youth 
Ensemble and Choir at First Baptist 
Church in Columbia . 

Kathleen is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph H. Reid. 

device for the deaf (TOO) . The TOO 
has a small screen and a typewriter. 
Steve types his part of the conversa
tion and receives a typewritten re
sponse from the person on the other 
end . 

Steve is looking forward to a new 
device which is still in the developing 
stages. 

"A company in Atlanta is develop
ing a telephone device which will take 
what I type and change it to a voice, 
and then change the voice to printed 
words," Steve said. 

The device will make communica
tion much easier for him because with 
the TOO he can only "talk" to others 
who have one. 

Steve attended Gallaudet College, 
the only liberal arts college for the 
deaf in the world, and the University 
of Nebraska before moving to South 
Carolina to work. Steve's parents 
were willing to allow him to leave 
home to further his education with the 
manual language of the deaf. 

While working at the R. L. Bryan 
Printing Company, Steve decided to 
further his education, so he began to 
attend the University of South Caro
lina part-time. Eventually, he quit his 
job and became a full-time student 
and is presently in the graduate 
program. 

Steve has a research assistantship. 
He uses computers to research grain 
shapes in the ocean to determine the 
origin of rocks. Steve says that 
computers have helped him overcome 
a big barrier in his life. 

"The computer has been a wonder
ful technological advance for me and 
my work because it has helped break 
down the communication barrier. 
Working with a computer doesn't 
require much communication between 
me and a hearing person." 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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I Faced Mental Illness Head-on 

A mother reacts to learn
ing that her only son and 
only child is mentally ill, 
from the initial shock to 
acceptance to advocacy. 

I am a parent of a mentally ill son. 

When I address a crowd and say 
this, I always look over to see my 
son's reaction. He's usually sitting 
there with a grin on his face, as if to 
say, "that's my Mom. She's supported 
me through this ordeal, and I love her 
for it." 

I'm coping well with what has 
happened to my son and to our 
family, but it has not always been 
easy. 

There's nothing like being called at 
home in Charleston from a hospital in 
Georgia and being told your son is in 
a psychiatric ward and he's been 
diagnosed as a paranoid schizophrenic. 
This sent me immediately to the 
dictionary because I didn't know what 
this really meant. This was a traumatic 
day in my life, and I was devastated to 
hear the diagnosis . 

We couldn't believe it was true, so 
we brought him back to the Medical 
University of South Carolina to find out 
what his problem really was and to get 
the best possible treatment for him. 

I had no inkling that anything was 
wrong before he went to college, and 
had never picked up on any bizarre 
behavior before this time. 

He was an A-student all through 
high school, and graduated tenth in a 
class of 300 students in a parochial 
school. He was a perfectionist and a 
high achiever. Athletically, he was a 
state wrestler. And there were no 
obvious behavior problems. He ap
peared to be OK up to the time he left 
home. 

Then, during his first semester at an 
out-of-state college, he did very well. 
But in his second semester his grades 

By Jean Voegeli 

began to fall, and he started dropping 
courses. When he came home, we 
noticed he had lost a lot of weight. 

I have now learned that he had 
many of the traits which mentally ill 
people with this problem have. They 
tend to be high achievers who are not 
satisfied with mediocrity. And this is 
the way my son was before he 
became ill. 

Also, my son was an only child, and 
have learned that schizophrenia, in 

some cases, manifests itself in many 
individuals once they leave the nest 
without the proper coping skills . My 
son was not ready for the in
dependence he had once he left for 
college and was on his own. 

My involvement with schizophrenia 
probably did not start with my son, but 
it really dates back about 40 years ago 
when a family member who was a 
chronic schizophrenic was institu
tionalized for 45 years . In those days, 
once a person was institutionalized, 
they threw away the key. So when the 
next generation came along 30 years 
later and my son developed schizo
phrenia, or when it manifested itself, I 
decided no one was going to throw 
the key away when he had to be 
hospitalized. 

When we hospitalized my son for 
the first time back in 1973, this was 
just the beginning of many hospitaliza
tions, voluntary and involuntary. He 
was, as is characteristic with this 
problem, incapable of making deci
sions, so we had to take over. He lost 
all insight into his well-being, and 
generally used poor judgement in 
every way. My son would say to me, 
"Look what you did to me, you put 
me here." He didn't understand that 
we had "put him there" to help him. 

It's good Mothers only have one 
heart to break because at that time, I 
was absolutely heart-broken that my 

only son and only child was in this 
condition. I spent three months feeling 
sorry for myself and saying "Why did 
this have to happen to me?" 

I developed such a guilt complex 
that I felt like my shoulders were 
dragging on the ground, and I had to 
seek professional help myself for two 
or three meetings with a psychologist, 
after which my coping skills became 
better. I found that coping is learned, 
it is not a natural instinct by any 
means. You learn to "flop with the 
mop." 

I decided someone had to survive 
mental illness. My son was already 
mentally ill , and I was going to be the 
next victim. I already had enough to 
worry about having had polio 35 years 
ago. I've been in a wheelchair since 
then, and I couldn't just physically get 
away from the situation as other 
parents could. I had to face it head-on. 

Mental illness affects the entire 
family, not just the individual who 
happens to be mentally ill . My hus
band was very protective of me 
through our ordeal. He had always 
said that I was first, and our son was 
second. We had reversed our priori
ties, and assumed survival of the 
fittest. 

His first hospitalization was only the 
first of many. And after each time, he 
would come back home . And this was 
where the problem obviously started. 
So he would come home, and fall 
back into his dependence. As is 
characteristic of mentally ill people, 
our son had no motivation, no sense 
of responsibility , and he felt that the 
world owed him a living. He knew 
Mom and Dad would look after him. 
This put us in a position of being on 
psychiatric duty 24 hours a day. 

There's nothing more difficult than 
living with a mentally ill person. 
They're up all night so they don't have 
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to face reality of dealing with life and 
people by day. 

At one point, we sent him to an out
of-state private psychiatric hospital so 
he could get the best possible treat
ment for his illness. He was no better, 
nor no worse after a year, and we had 
gone through all our savings. 

My son felt as though his family, the 
greatest support for any mentally ill 
person, had put him away when we 
sent him a thousand miles away. We 
went up to see him only one time 
during that year, upon recommenda 
tion of the hospital. 

After his fifth hospitalization, my 
husband and I decided that he could 
not come home again to live. For our 
own sanity we made the decision to 
place him in a board and care home. 
We told him that he was welcome to 
visit with us , but he could not 
come home to live. That was a difficult 
decision at the time, but now I think 
that was the greatest favor I ever did 
for my son. 

He moved into a board and care 
home, and soon began making posi
tive steps simply because he didn't 
want to live like that the rest of his life. 

, I 
\ 

I 
I 
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Jean C. Voegeli 

The Governor's Committee on Em
ployment of the Handicapped is honor
ing Jean C. Voegeli of Charleston with 

He started working on improving his 
image , improving his lifestyle and 
looking ahead to a better future . 

Time heals all wounds, and over 
time I've developed a hard turtle shell 
and the hurt no longer penetrates. I've 
learned to take mental illness one day 
at a time . Because my son is doing 
well today is no guaranty that he 
won't be back in the hospital tomor
row. He's been there ten times now, 
and I never know when the next time 
will come. 

As long as he stays on medication, 
he can function. But a mentally ill 
person, when he's doing well, doesn't 
think he needs medication. It's when 
he gets off of it that his condition 
deteriorates. 

I've learned the early warning sig
nals and I watch for them. When my 
son takes to the bed, begins chain 
smoking, when he stops eating meals, 
I know what's coming. A mentally ill 
person has no self-esteem, as it is with 
my son as his condition worsens. He 
stops shaving, he becomes sloppy in 

its 1983 Handicapped South Caro
linian of the Year award. 

She is being honored for her 
outstanding accomplishments in spite 
of the limitations imposed on her by 
polio some 35 years ago. Her volun
teer activities in working with mentally 
ill people in the Charleston Area and 
across the state have monopolized 
her time and efforts over the past ten 
years, but have been invaluable to the 
people in that area who have had to 
cope with the stigma of mental illness. 

In spite of the severity of her 
disability, Mrs. Voegeli assumed an 
active role as an Army Officer's wife 
for twenty-five years and later as a 
'Citadel wife. All this she did in addition 
to her role as homemaker and 
mother. 
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appearance, he doesn't bathe, he just 
doesn't care about himself. He be
comes very indifferent in his attitude 
toward life. 

I learned that I had to laugh to keep 
from crying very often . If you can't 
laugh at the "crazy" things that do 
happen, then you're going to be under 
the care of a psychiatrist. But it's 
these things that shock you to the 
reality of what's happening to a 
mentally ill person. 

I gave up a long time ago thinking 
my son would be a brain surgeon, and 
now I'm just happy he's a janitor - I 
tell him to call it a domestic engineer. 
But he takes pride in his appearance 
and in his job. He lives in an 
apartment on his own, and he's finally 
reached a state of independence . 

He's been mentally ill for 10 years 
now, but he's come a million light 
years from where he was. 

She has served as president of 
Family and Friends of the Mentally Ill, 
having given leadership and direction 
to a group helping deal with the 
trauma of mental illness in the family. 
As a result of experiencing the need 
for a home for people whose mental 
condition makes it impossible to live 
on their own, she worked diligently in 
setting up Maple Manor in Charles
ton. This residential center helps 
mentally ill people adjust to life in the 
community as well as with coping with 
life and living with mental illness. · 

Mrs. Voegeli's nomination was sub
mitted by the Charleston Mayor's 
Committee on Employment of the 
Handicapped. She will be honored at 
a luncheon in Columbia on April 8. 

....____ 
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Staffing Changes Announced 
A restructuring of the South Carolina 

Vocational Rehabilitation Depart
ment's state office has been an
nounced by Commissioner Joe S. 
Dusenbury. 

The administrative changes are 
being made within the Department in 
keeping with the goal of improving 
and streamlining services to physically 
and mentally handicapped citizens of 
the state. 

Changes in state office structure 
include bringing together program 
areas by function. Assessment and 
adjustment are being grouped to
gether under the supervtston of 
Thomas C. Hadwin, who had been 
supervisor of public school and youth 
programs. 

Lucerne D. Melton will continue to 
work with adjustment services, and 
William J . McKenney will continue 
working with workshops in the area of 
contract services and client training. 
Paul G. Knight will be working 
principally in the area of vocational 
assessment and independent living. 
Thomas L. Kennerly will be working 
with work activity centers within the 
workshops. 

Statewide facilities, under the super
vision of Vincent Rhodes, Jr., has now 
added Youth Service programs in its 
area. Those working in that section 
are Earle Pope, III , Debra M. Moses, 
and James A. Hale. 

The restructuring has brought about 
no changes in case services, under the 
supervision of Raynold Stoudemayer. 

As a result of extensive property 
holdings of the Department, including 
a network of Vocational Rehabilitation 
Centers and a large fleet of vans for 
client transportation, William D. 
Leitner has been named Director of 
Property and Transportation Manage
ment. 

Regional Directors have been ap
pointed to serve as liaison between 
the area offices and state office. 

Peter B. Howell will be serving as 
regional director for the offices in the 
Coastal area, including Florence, Con-

way, Sumter, Charleston and Walter
boro. 

Larry M. Harrelson is regional 
director for Greenwood , Anderson, 
Spartanburg, Rock Hill and Greenville 
areas. 

Other changes in state office staffing 
include the return of P. Charles 
LaRosa , Jr., as Assistant to the 
Commissioner. As a part of his work 
in special services, he will be working 
with program evaluation and public 
information within the Department. 

Francis V. Grobusky, formerly a 
program specialist working with af
firmative action and activities of the 
Governor's Committee on Employ
ment of the Handicapped, is now 
working as an internal auditor. 

Florence Area Supervisor B. Keith 
Floyd has assumed the responsibility 
of supervision of Vocational Rehabilita
tion services in Hartsville and Ben
nettsville as a part of his area. 

Joel Waldrop, a counselor in the 
Orangeburg Area office, has assumed 
the responsibilities of project super
visor of the Vocational Rehabilitation 
Center. He replaced J. Michael Bow
man, who is now working in the 
Columbia Area with public school 
case loads. 

Across The State 
Aiken Vocational Rehabilitation 

Center and Mayor's Committee on 
Employment of the Handicapped re
cently honored area businessmen at 
its 1983 annual "Salute to Business 
and Industry." Presidential advisor 
Virginia Knauer, introduced by Mrs. 
Nancy Thurmond, was guest speaker 
. . . Charles "Rick" Rogers, Jr., of 
Greenville, was presented the Chair
man's Award at the annual awards 

Tempted to Park in a 
Space Reserved for 

Handicapped? 

Parking in a space reserved for 
handicapped people could result in a 
parking ticket and fine, unless you 
have the proper credentials. 

Parking in these spaces is unlawful 
without a special license tag attached 
to an automobile or an official placard 
placed in the front window of the car. 

For information on obtaining a tag 
or placard for parking in special 
reserved parking spaces, contact the 
S. C. Department of Highways and 
Public Transportation, Vehicle Li
cense Division, Post Office Box 1498, 
Columbia, SC 29216, or call (803) 758-
2139. 

banquet of the Florence Vocational 
Rehabilitation Center Advisory Board 
and Mayor's Committee on Employ
ment of the Handicapped. South 
Florence High School senior Scott 
Perkins received first prize in the area 
Journalism Contest . . . Southern 
Industrial Constructors received an 
engraved plaque from the Walter
boro Vocational Rehabilitation Center 
in appreciation for hiring workers 
through the Center ... At its recent 
awards luncheon, Rock Hill Mayor's 
Committee on Employment of the 
Handicapped honored Rockwell Inter
national with its Small Business Em
ployer of the Year award, and Roxie 
Turbeville with its George F. Bean 
award . . . Outgoing Columbia 
Vocational Rehabilitation Center Ad
visory Board Chairman H. P. Stephen
son was recently honored for his work 
on the Board since October, 1977. 
D. Ellis Hay with South Carolina 
Electric & Gas Company is now 
Chairman of that Board. 
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Stephenson Honored By Columbia Board Independence . . . 
(Continued from Page 2) 

H. P. "Steve" Stephenson of Columbia, recently "retired" as chairman of the Advisory 
Board of the Columbia Vocational Rehabilitation Center, which he had headed since 1977. 
While he will continue to serve as a member of that Board, D . Ellis Hay, Senior Vice 
President with South Carolina Electric and Gas Company, took over as chairman on 
January I , of this year. Pictured from left are Larry Bryant, Columbia Area Supervisor, 
Vocational Rehabilitation Department; Stephenson; Hay; and J . S . Dusenbury, Commis
sioner of the South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department. 

For entertainment Steve does the 
same things that a hearing person 
does . He rides a bicycle , reads and 
goes to movies. 

"I saw Star Wars eight times. I 
couldn't hear what's being said, but I 
really enjoy the action," Steve said . 

South Carolina 
Rehabilitation Association 

Annual Meeting 
May 23-24, 1983 

Carolina Inn in Columbia 
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Read All About It! 

Steve also watches television . He 
has a device attached to his television 
that permits him to read the con
versation . 

"It's nice to be able to watch tele-
vision and know what is being said, 
but there are too few captioned 
programs," Steve said. 

Steve says there is one advance
ment that has helped deaf people 
more than all the technological ones 
put together. 

"The biggest advance is simply 
hearing people accepting the deaf as 
'normal' people with communication 
being the only real barrier." 

Vocational Rehabilitation tn South Carolina 

The story of the South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department 
during 1982 is told in BREAKTHROUGH 1982, complete with facts , figures and 
pictures depicting the agency's programs around the state. 

The publication shows how the Department helped 8,069 people back into 
employment following individualized services designed to develop and refine 
their work habits and mold them into good employees. 

Copies of the publication are available upon request from Lyn D. Johnson, 
Public Information Specialist, South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department, Post Office Box 4945, Columbia, South Carolina 29240. 

Vocational Rehabilitation Department 
P 0 . Box 4945 

Columbia, S. C. 29240 
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