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South Carolina VR Program Is Top In The Nation 
South Carolina's vocational re

habilitation program is ranked 

first in the nation this year. 

The Department was successful 

in placing 13,093 men and women 

in productive employment during 

the 1973-74 fiscal year. This rep

resents a rate of 707 persons per 

10,000 disabled population, as 

compared with a national average 

of 271. 

West Virginia ranked second in 

number rehabilitated, followed by 

the District of Columbia. 

Dill D. Beckman, Commissioner 

of the South Carolina Vocational 

Rehabilitation Department, was 

recently notified of this achieve

ment by the Rehabilitation Services 

Administration in Washington. 

The Department provided serv

ices to 41,403 persons during FY 

1973-74, of which many are still 

receivi[lg services which will lead 

to their successful rehabilitation 

and their placement in productive 
employment. 

The rehabilitants increased their 

annual rate of earning from $7 

million before services to $53 
million after rehabilitation, a net 

increase of 541% as a result of 
services received through Voca

tional Rehabilitation. 

Clients of the Vocational Reha-

bilitation Department are served 

through 15 area offices in all parts 

of the state. 

There are three basic conditions 

for eligibility: (1) the presence of 

a physical or mental disability; (2) 

such a disability is a substantial 

handicap to employment; and (3) a 

reasonable expectation that voca-

benefit the individual in terms of 

employability. 

Services available through Vo

cational Rehabilitation i n c 1 u d e 

medical, surgical and hospital care; 

individual counseling and guid
ance; artificial limbs and other 

prosthetic devices; education and 
job training; placement in employ-

tiona! rehabilitation services may ment; and other related services. 

Marett Presented Director's Citation 
B. J. Marett, Director of the Disability Determination Division, 

South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department, received a "Di
rector's Citation" from Samuel E. Crouch, Acting Director, Bureau of 
Disability Insurance, Social Security Administration. 

The citation was presented to Marett by Richard F. Kirschner, Assist
ant Director of the Bureau of Disability Insurance, "for outstanding 
leadership as Director of the South Carolina Disability Determination 
Division with special contributions to the development of policies and 
procedures necessary for the effective implementation of the Supple
mental Security Income program." 

Richard F. Kirshner (left), Bureau of Disability Insurance, presents a "Director's 
Citaticn" to B. J. Marett, Director of the Disability Determination Division, South 
Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department. 
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SCVRD Makes Budget Request To State 
Dill D. Beckman, Commissioner 

of the South Carolina Vocational 

Rehabilitation Department, ap

peared before the Budg.et and Con
trol Board recently in support of 
the agency's annual request for 

state appropriated funds . This 
year's request is for $6,193,001, in 

addition to the $11,500,000 federal 
funds to carry out the program of 
the department. 

Beckman pointed out to the 
Board that the Department is the 

first program in the nation in the . 
number rehabilitated per 10,000 
disabled population, having placed 
13,093 disabled South Carolinians 
in productive employment this past 

year. This is an average of 707 

rehabilitants per 10,000 disabled 

population, as compared with the 
national average of 271. 

In addition to those rehabilitated 

by the department this year, 28,310 
received planned rehabilitation ser
vices expected to result in their 
eventual rehabilitation. Another 

21,636 received evaluation and are 
expected to receive additional ser
vices during the year. 

Beckman estimated that there 
would be nearly 90,000 disabled 
persons seeking the services of 
Vocational Rehabilitation in 1975. 
He said that approximately 18,676 
new cases will be accepted for 
services. This number plus the 
24,985 persons already be:ng ~erved 

would give the Department a total 
of 43,661 disabled persons receiv
ing services in 1974. 

An analysis of the statistics of 
the 13,093 rehabilitants shows 
that 3,788 were mentally ill or 

had behavioral problems; 2,418 

were mentally retarded; 1,367 had 
orthopedic deformities and the 

remai11der s u f f e r e d disabilities 
caused by such disorders as heart 

conditions, cancer, respiratory dis
eases, digestive disorders and hear
ing impairments. 

Beckman stressed the fact that 

rehabilitation is a worthwhile pro

gram, stating that 13,093 rehabili
tants increased their annual rate 
of earning 541% after rehabilita
tion. It is estimated that these 

rehabilitants will repay the cost of 
rehabilitation in less than four 
years through Federal and State 
income taxes and sales tax. 

Mclelland Retires As 

Region IV Associate 

Regional Commissioner 
Shelton W. McLelland, Associa

tion Regional Commissioner for 

Rehabilitation Services, SRS, HEW, 

Region IV, has retired after 32 
years of combined state and fed

eral employment in rehabilitation. 
He was with the Vocational Re

habilitation Administration and the 
Social and Rehabilitation Service 
in Atlanta regional office for 20 
years. 

A native of Alabama, McLelland 

is a graduate of Troy State Univer
sity and holds a M.A. from Auburn 
University. He was a high school 
teacher and principal for nearly 
six years before entering the field 
of vocational rehabilitation with 
the State Department of Education 
in Alabama. 

McLelland was instrumental in 
developing a rehabilitation center 
for the blind at Talladega, a reha
bilitation workshop for the severe

ly disabled in Montgomery, and a 

rehabilitation program for the 
homebound in Alabama. After 
joining the federal office, he work

ed with agencies of eight south
eastern states, particularly in es

tablishing and improving reha
bilitation training programs with 
universities and educational insti

tutions. 
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Communi~y Training In 

Alcoholism Treatment 

Offered At Palmetto 

Center 

The South Carolina Vocational 

Rehabilitation Department has be

gun a community orientated train

ing program at Palmetto Center, 

the South Carolina Alcohol Rehabi

litation and Treatment Center, in 
Florence. 

Joe Aiken has been named train

ing coordinator and will assume 

responsibility of administering the 

program. Prior to this appointment, 

Aiken, who has been employed by 

the South Carolina Vocational 

Rehabilitation Department since 

1966, was project supervisor of the 

Mental Health Evaluation Facility 

in Spartanburg. 

Funds in excess of $200,000 were 

awarded to the South Carolina 

Vocational Rehabilitation Depart

ment by the U. S. Department of 

Health, Education and Welfare to 
provide training for coordinated 

co m m u n i t y alcoholism service 

teams composed of professional 

personnel, as well as interested 

citizens, on a statewide basis. 

The goal of the program is to 

provide a training experience to 

help mold functional community 

interagency alcoholism s e r v i c e 

teams. 

The program consists of a series 

of one-week orientations, entitled 

"Community Seminar on Alcohol

ism Treatment." The sessions are 

designed for individuals currently 
employed in the fields of public 

health, vocational rehabilitation, 

social services, corrections, educa-
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Governor's Committee 
797 5 "Ability Counts" 

Sponsors 
Contest 

The Governor's Committee on 

Employment of the Handicapped is 

sponsoring the "Ability Counts" 

contest again this year. 

The theme of the 1975 "Ability 

Counts" contest is "Full Employ

ment Opportunity: Does It Exist 

for the Handicapped?" 

The contest this year is not just 

an essay contest. Instead, it calls 

for original research on the part 

of each entrant. 

Any eleventh or twelfth grade 

student in a public, private, or 

parochial school in South Carolina 

is eligible, including those stu

dents at an equivalent educational 

level in public or private institu

tions, such as handicapped students 

taking separate training. 

First prize will be a four-year 

scholarship from the state-support

ed institution of the winner's 

choice, an all-expense paid trip to 

Washington, D. C., to attend the 

annual meeting of the President's 

Committee on Employment of the 

Handicapped and $50. 

third prize will be $15. In addition, 

parchment awards signed for the 

President will be given for the 

five best reports in the state. 

Donors of the cash awards 

are the J. E. Hanger Artificial 

Limb Company, Columbia, and the 

Charlotte-Minneapolis Artificial 

Limb Company, Columbia. The 

trip to Washington will be provid

ed by the South Carolina State 

Labor Council. 

National prizes, which are pro

vided by the Disabled American 

Veterans, are $1500, first prize; 

$900, second prize; $600, third 

Prize; $450, fourth prize; and $300, 

fifth prize. The national winners 

will also receive a plaque and the 

state winners a certificate from 

the DAV. 

Reports should be mailed to the 

Chairman of the Governor's Com

mittee, Dr. Dill D. Beckman, P. 0. 

Box 4945, Columbia, South Caro

lina, by January 15, 1975. 

Rules and details of the contest 

may be obtained from Vocational 

Second prize will be $35 and Rehabilitation Area offices. 

tion and alcohol addiction. In addi

tion, the community team will be 

composed of representatives from 

local resources, including industry, 

military, the ministry and local law 

enforcement. 

The course is designed to provide 

a basic understanding of the dyna

mics of alcoholism, treatment 
methods proven effective, and an 

orientation to the treatment model 

and philosophy used at Palmetto 

Center. 

The course will be offered 24 

times to approximately 200 indivi

duals in the first twelve months of 

operation. 

For further information and 

applications for the program, con
tact: Training Coordinator, Palmet

to Center, P. 0. Box 1567, Florence, 

South Carolina, 29501 
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NRA Membership Drive Begins For 1975 
The 1975 membership drive for 

the National Rehabilitation Asso

ciation (NRA) is underway. 
Edward H. McMillion, Depart

mental Training Coordinator, is 

serving again this year as member
ship chairman for South Carolina. 

The membership drive this year 

is being handled somewhat dif
ferently, in that renewal applica
tions are being sent directly to 
NRA members, instead of through 

the state and local chairmen for 

local contacts. 
Recognition will be given to win

ners in three categories: salesman 
with the most membership points 
will receive an expense paid trip 
to the national NRA meeting and 
the salesman with the most new 
membership points will be given 
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FIELD OFFICES 
AIKEN ... ... ..... ..... ........ 407 Hayne Avenue, S.W. 
ANDERSON 1103 N. Fant St. 
CHARLESTON . 34 George St. 
COLUMBIA 100 Main Street 
CONWAY 203 Laurel Street 
FLORENCE ... . ....... ..... 1550 W. Evans St. 
GREENVILLE Academy Bldg., 2 Hampton Ave. 
GEORGETOWN 102 Screven 
GREENWOOD 109 Oak Avenue 
HARTSVILLE .. .. .... 418 W. Carolina Ave. 
ORANGEBURG . 396 St. Paul, N.E. 
ROCK HILL .... . .. ... . 756 Cherry Road 
SPARTANBURG . . ... .. . 864 N. Church St 
SUMTER City-County Bldg. 
WALTERBORO Hiers Professional Bldg. 
DISABILITY DETERMINATION DIVISION 

P. 0. Box 4557, Columbia 

an expense paid trip to the regional 
NRA convention. The Area with 

the largest increase in overall 
points will be presented the NRA 
traveling trophy. 

The Aiken Area won the NRA 

traveling trophy for the most over
all increase in area memberships 
last year. Carl Brock, Project 
Supervisor, Greenwood Workshop, 

obtained the most membership 

points, and Mrs. Judy Allen, Dis
ability Determination Division, Co
lumbia, obtained the most new 
memberships. 

NRA is the oldest rehabilitation 
organization in the United States 
concerned with the rehabilitation 

of all disabled people, regardless 
of age or disability. 

Seth L. Price (left), Training Services Coordinator, and George L. McGill, Area 
Supervisor, Rock Hill Area Office, received certificates. of service and pinettes for 
their 30 years' service with the South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department. 
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